
The gathering is called the SchoolPLUS

congress, but it’s about much more than
school - at least in the traditional sense. The
congress, November 4-6 at the Regina Inn, will
bring people from all over the province,
representing many different aspects of
educating and caring for children and young
adults, to talk about how schools, communities
and government departments and agencies fit
together. 

“This is the first time that everyone
involved in SchoolPLUS - researchers, policy
makers and those putting it into practice - will
have the opportunity to get together and share
with each other what they are doing,” says
Margaret McKinnon, dean of the Faculty of
Education at the University of Regina.

The idea of holding the SchoolPLUS congress
originated with the faculties of Education and
Social Work, and with the Saskatchewan
Instructional Development and Research Unit
(SIDRU) at the University of Regina. The
concept of SchoolPLUS itself grew out of the
final report of the Task Force on the Role of
the School, tabled in 2001, and the provincial
government’s response in 2002, endorsing the
report. In a nutshell, people told the task force
that schools alone cannot educate and care for
children and young people. They also
recognized that parents and the community
play a significant role in the lives of their
children, and that support must also come
from government departments and agencies,
working together. 

McKinnon is excited by the range and
diversity of the partnerships and projects that
will be profiled during the congress.

“Community groups, service agencies,
public institutions and government
departments are coming together and making
SchoolPLUS a reality in ways we would never
have imagined,” McKinnon says. Her colleague
Michael Tymchak, who chaired the Task Force
on the Role of the School, is gratified by the
range of topics and presentations planned.

“I’ve heard from some people, and I know
there’s a lot going on out there; you just have
to give these groups a chance to say
something,” says Tymchak, who is also the
director of the SIDRU. 

The congress will feature three days of one-
hour to three-hour presentations by about 75
groups. The groups are working on projects
ranging from building healthy school and
community landscapes to ancestral research;
instructional strategies with adult learners to
peace building and conflict resolution. One
ambitious program, called Families and
Schools Together, is an early intervention and
prevention program that builds on the
strengths of elementary school children and

their families. Each school team includes at
least four community-based partnerships.

“What’s impressive is that many of the
programs being developing are not aimed
solely at intervention to deal with existing
problems, but are also looking at prevention
from the perspective of supporting healthy
lifestyles for families,” says Barbara Young,
who is organizing the congress. Young adds
that a leadership consortium of six school
divisions that have been actively involved with
SchoolPLUS will present their research findings
at the congress and launch the newly created
SchoolPLUS Leadership Guide. 

Tymchak adds, “This is not an ordinary
congress or conference; it’s part of the change
process. One of the initial understandings of 

SchoolPLUS was that people would have
opportunities to talk about what they’re doing,
and they’re anxious to do that. We expect that
other groups and communities will adopt and
adapt ideas that are shared during this
congress.”

“The really encouraging thing,” Young
states, “is that all of this creativity and
knowledge is home-grown in Saskatchewan. As
a matter of fact, what we’re doing in this
province with SchoolPLUS and this congress is
attracting interest across Canada.” 

For details about the congress, go to:
http://education.uregina.ca/SIDRU/congress/

You can learn more about SchoolPLUS at:
http://www.sasked.gov.sk.ca/branches/cap_bu
ilding_acct/school_plus/unit/index.shtml  
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Some University of Regina students are
getting extra opportunities to learn first-hand
about research methods by taking part in
participant pools. They’re also getting the
chance to pick up an additional mark or two
through the pools.

Participant pools originated in university
psychology courses, where there is always a
need for people willing to take part in
experiments. Pools have been a fixture in the
Psychology Department at the University of
Regina for many years, and were adopted by the
Computer Science Department more recently.
While the participant pools give researchers a
convenient source of research participants, they
also provide teaching opportunities, by
exposing students to different research
methods.

To begin the process, course instructors
register their classes for the participant pool.
Faculty members and graduate students develop

the research proposals, which are then
examined by the Research Ethics Board of the
U of R, to ensure they adhere to guiding ethical
principles. Once approved, the research
proposals are posted by the department’s
participant pool co-ordinator. Students can sign
up to participate, if they wish.

“Students taking 100 and 200-level
psychology courses can earn up to two
additional marks (research credit) per class,”
explains department head William Smythe.
“Their participation is rated at one hour per
research credit, so they can participate in one
experiment for two hours, or two different
experiments for an hour each.”

The experiments in the Psychology
Department cover a wide range: perception,
learning, memory, personality and social
attitudes. At the end of each experiment
students are given feedback about the purpose
of the study. Students also have an opportunity

to provide written, anonymous feedback to the
researcher about their experiences as research
participants.

“This debriefing adds to the student’s
educational experience,” Smythe says. As an
alternative to participation, the department
offers additional marks to students who write
short papers on a related topic. To his
knowledge, no one has ever used this option.

The Computer Science department
adopted the participant pool idea two years ago,
and it has been popular and successful. The
research credit is large enough to act as an
incentive, but small enough that no student
feels compelled to participate, observes
department coordinator Daryl Hepting. 

Janine Bernat is a sessional instructor in
systems analysis and design who always registers
her classes for the pools. She welcomes the
research projects because most of the course
she teaches is very theoretical. 

“This gives participating students some
hands-on experience, so they can see how the
theory can be applied,” she continues. For
example, the department is currently evaluating
“product purchasing decision wizards.” That
may sound like some alien being, but if you’ve
ever done comparison-shopping on the
Internet, you may have used one. Wizards are
interactive software applications that ask you
questions, and perform certain actions based
on your responses. In this case, the wizard helps
you decide which product is right for you. 

“This is a case where the subject matter in
the systems analysis and design coursework
does connect with the research project,” says
Bernat, “because a well designed wizard will
make it easier for the user to learn how to use
the interface. I can tell my students the theory
they’re learning really does have a place in real
life,” she laughs.    

Students invited to learn research from the inside out
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Congress will examine fit between
schools and communities
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Oct 7-Dec 2
First Year Services Student Success Seminars
Various student seminars such as library orientation,
midterm exams, resumé and portfolio building
Info: 585-5376
www.uregina.ca/fys

Thurs., Oct.  7 - 1:15 p.m.
Chemistry seminar 
“Measurement of Radionuclides for Environmental Analysis”
Speaker: Wo Yuen
Rm., 408, Classroom Bldg.
Info: 585-4146

Sun., Oct. 10 - 3 p.m.
Fine Arts Series 
Featuring Contrasts Trio
“Three Generations”
Shumiatcher Theatre, Riddell Centre
Info/tickets: 585-5500

Mon., Oct 11
Thanksgiving Day
University Closed

Fri., Oct. 15 - 3:30 p.m.
Orlene Murad Academic Discussion Series 
“The Politics of (Reading) War: Military SF and the
Afterlife of the Kipling Controversy”
Speaker: Susan Johnston
Rm., 348, Administration-Humanities Bldg.
Info: 585-4311

Sat., Oct. 16 - 2 p.m.
Fall 2004 Convocation 
Saskatchewan Centre of the Arts
Info: 585-4584

Tues., Oct. 19 - 10 a.m.
Archer Library Open House 
Mark the merger of the Education/Fine Arts Library
into the Archer Library.  Come and see the completed
renovations.
Archer Library
Info: 585-5323

Tues., Oct.  19 - 1:15 p.m.
Chemistry seminar 
“Is there a role of Chemistry in High Pressure
Physics?”
Speaker: John Tse
Rm., 408, Classroom Bldg.
Info: 585-4146

Wed., Oct. 20 - Noon
Saskatchewan Instructional Development &
Research Unit seminar
“Uncovering the ‘Open’ Movement: Implications for
Publishing and Pedagogy”
Speaker: Alec Couros
Rm., 341, Education Bldg.
Info: 585-4309

Thurs., Oct. 21 - 7:30 p.m.
Humanities Research Institute
“Tide Marks: Legacies of Apartheid”
Speaker: Sarah Abbotts
Rm., 110, Classroom Bldg.
Info: 585-4304

Thurs., Oct. 21 - 7:30 p.m.
Social Policy Research Unit lecture
“The Community-based Tradition: the Case of
Sweden”
Speaker: Sébastien Chartrand
Rm., 560, Education Bldg.
Info: 585-4117

Thurs., Oct. 21 - 7:30 p.m.
Dr. John Steinecker Memorial Lecture
Ms. Brooks will trace her life’s journey as a writer,
and read from her
work-in-progress.
Speaker: Martha Brooks
Education Auditorium
Info: 585-4117

Fri., Oct. 22 - 3:30 p.m.
Biology seminar
“Molecular to ecological effects of environmental es-
trogens in fishes”
Speaker: David M. Janz
Rm., 128, Classroom Bldg.
Info: 585-4146

Fri., Oct. 22 - 3:30 p.m.
Philosophy and Classics colloquia
“Ascetic Ecstasy: The Beauty and The Thrill of It!”
Speaker: Annabel Robinson
Rm., 348, Administration-Humanities Bldg.
Info: 585-4332
For a complete Calendar of Events at the University of
Regina visit our Web site at www.uregina.ca

If the weather holds, the artificial grass playing surface at the south end of the U of
R campus will be installed and ready to go by early November. The project includes a
fully functional field, lights, fence and a small storage building. Seating for up to
5,000 spectators may be installed at a future stage. The $2.5 million project will be
paid for with annual contributions by the Rams football team, by the Faculty of
Kinesiology and Health Studies, and by rentals to community organizations. The City
of Regina is contributing $50,000/year for five years, guaranteeing community ac-
cess to the facility for the next 10 years.
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Information Night at Campion College
Wednesday, October 13, 2004 - 7:00pm — Campion College at the University of Regina

Campion College is a Catholic community of learning in
the Jesuit tradition, open to students of all faiths. As a
federated college of the University of Regina, Campion
provides a unique university experience characterized by a
strong sense of community and the ongoing commitment
to a personalized approach to higher education.

If you are considering a University of Regina degree in
Arts, Fine Arts, Science, or entering a pre-professional
program, join us for the Campion College information
night and discover the best of both worlds.

Tours and reception to follow. For more information call
586-4242 or toll free 1-800-667-7282.
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