
On November  22 ,  you ’ l l  have  an
opportunity to take an in-depth look at
what Canadians are thinking as the year
2004 draws to a close. The Saskatchewan
Institute of Public Policy (SIPP) at the
Univer s i t y  o f  Reg ina  i s  hos t ing  a
presentation of Portraits of Canada 2004
in partnership with the Canadian Unity
Council (CUC).  

What do Canadians think about their
country?  What do we Canadians think
about each other, our communities, our
institutions and our future? Those are
some of the questions Portraits of Canada
seeks  to  answer  each  year  in  surveys
conducted every September.

From the  br ie f  descr ipt ion,  i t  may
sound like just another poll, but it’s not. It
i s  an  in -depth  re f l ec t ion  o f  Canada ’ s
political terrain, and of public opinion as
i t  re la te s  to  the  key  i s sues  fac ing  our
country’s future.

“This is  the seventh year the Unity
Counc i l  has  conducted  the  Por t ra i t s
tracking poll,” says Michèle Stanners, who
is the director of the CUC’s regional office
in Calgary. “The beauty of it is that the
sample size of 3,200 Canadians is large
enough that  the  reg iona l  samples  a re
reliable. That means,” she explains, “that
you can see regional differences and do
comparisons across regions.  And, with
seven years of results, we’re able to see
tendenc ie s  over  t ime ,  or  even  t rend
reversals,” Stanners adds.

The polling is conducted by the Centre
for Information and Research on Canada
(CRIC) ,  which  manages  the  counc i l ’ s
research and communications activities.
Portra i t s  2004 i s  only  one example of
CRIC’s work, as it is constantly surveying
and analyzing Canadian public opinion,
and i s su ing  repor t s  in  both  o f f i c i a l
languages. For the Portraits project, one

survey is done in Quebec, and another for
the rest of the provinces and territories.

“This year’s survey shows support in
Quebec for sovereignty in partnership with
Canada at 49 per cent — as high as it’s ever
been,” Stanners notes. “We also found that
a majority of Western Canadians support a
national child care program. They also
want to see more open and democratic
political institutions. Nationally,” she adds,
“protecting the environment has become
the top priority, slightly ahead of health
care.”

When people get the survey in their
hands, Stanners continues, there’s always
something of interest to them in its results.
Politicians, policy-makers and the media do
examine the findings with great interest,
she notes.

This will be the first time that SIPP has
hosted a public presentation of Portraits of
Canada, although it has worked with the
CUC for several years, explains Andrea
Geisbauer, communications and project
o f f i ce r  wi th  SIPP.  “S tudents  in  our
President’s Leadership Program received a
presentation two years ago, and it was well
received. I think members of the public
wi l l  a l so  f ind  i t  in tere s t ing  and
stimulating.”

The Portraits of Canada presentation –
par t  o f  S IPP ’ s  Profe s s iona l  Outreach
Program – will be held November 22, 3-
4:30 p.m. in the Window Room, second
floor, Gallery Building, College Avenue
Campus. Register at sipp@uregina.ca or
call Karen at 585-5869. There is no charge
for this event, but seating is limited.

More information about this and other
SIPP event s  can  be  found a t :
www.uregina.ca/sipp

To learn more about the Canadian
Unity Council and the Centre for Research
and Informat ion on Canada ,  go  to :
www.cucweb.ca/en_html/program.html

Por t ra i t s  o f  Canada  2004 can  be
downloaded at: www.cric.ca/en_re/portraits
/index.html

If you need any more evidence that the
world seems to be shrinking, look no further
than the University of Regina’s Office of
International Cooperation and Development
(OICD) and the Centre for International
Education and Training (CIET) in the Faculty
of Education. Without a lot of fanfare, over the
years the U of R has been building relationships
and developing exchange programs with other
educational institutions around the world. That
is evident from the more than 800 international
students on the U of R campus at any given
time.  More than 500 students are from China,
another 200 international students come from
South Korean, India, Thailand, Japan and
Hong Kong. In total, international students
representing 56 countries make up seven per
cent of the student population at the U of R. 

“A significant number of those students
come to us through joint international degree
programs,” says Alain Boutet, who heads the
OICD. Many of those students, Boutet adds,
will spend a semester or more upgrading their
English language abilities in the U of R’s
English as a Second Language (ESL) program.

“The ESL program not only helps these
students become functional in English, it also
helps them integrate into our culture,” Boutet
explains.

The Centre for International Education and
Training is another aspect of the U of R’s
international focus. The centre has been
helping to build links between Canadian and
Chinese educators and administrators,
primarily in China’s Jilin province, for the past
14 years. (The city of Jilin, located in
northeastern China, is twinned with the city of
Regina.)

“People at North East Normal University in
Jilin province are intensely interested in ESL
programming, especially TESL – teaching
English as a second language,” says Rod
Dolmage, the director of CIET. “With their
booming international trade, the Chinese need
people who are functional in English. And, as
one student pointed out to me,” he adds,
“English is the language of the Internet.”

Dolmage says Chinese educators realize they
have serious problems with their system, but
they don’t know how to deal with them. At the

root, he says, the Chinese are still using their
centuries-old traditional system that emphasizes
skills in writing exams.

“Only a small percentage get a crack at
university,” Dolmage says. CIET has been
working with administrators and teachers in
China to assist them in moving their
educational focus from examination scores to a
model that values the development of the whole
student, and to assist them in developing more
support services for students. 

In 2003 Dolmage and his family lived in
China for six months, while he worked on a
research project examining whether
collaborative efforts involving CIET and
Chinese educators had succeeded in
encouraging more girls to stay in school, and
increase the numbers of women promoted into
administrative positions. 

Meanwhile, a group of administrators from
North East Normal University are visiting the U
of R to explore further links between the two
schools. One of the prime topics being
discussed are proposed joint international
degree programs at the undergraduate and

graduate levels. 
“These programs would see Chinese

students studying for two years at North East
Normal, and then finishing their degree here in
Regina,” Boutet says. “We’d also like to send
more of our students over there, because
experience shows that students who are exposed
to other languages and cultures are highly
valued in the job market.”

While relationships with the Chinese
provinces of Hunan, Jilin and Shandong have
been the U of R’s main focus, Boutet points out
that the university recently hosted, for the first
time, a meeting of an organization called the
University Management and Leadership
Institute. Fifteen officials from universities in
Mexico and four South American countries
learned about Saskatchewan’s post-secondary
education system, and about the U of R’s
emphasis on transdisciplinary research and
teaching, co-op education and the like.

“They were impressed with the work the
University is doing,” states Boutet. “In the
future, we may sign specific agreements with
universities in Mexico, Brazil and Venezuela.”

U of R advancing a global vision

Update

SIPP to present Portraits of Canada 2004
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R Nov. 15-Dec. 2
First Year Services Student Success Seminars
Various student seminars such as library
orientation, midterm exams, resume and portfolio
building.
Info: 585-5376
www.uregina.ca/fys

Thurs., Nov. 18 - 8:45 a.m.
4th Annual Gerontology Institute
A mix of plenary sessions and smaller interactive
workshops delivered by experts working in the
area of gerontology.
University of Regina
Info: 585-5806

Thurs., Nov. 18 - 3 p.m.
Saskatchewan Institute of Public Policy
Scholarship Series
“Partnerships with Aboriginal Researchers: Hidden
Pitfalls and Cultural Pressures”
Speaker: Douglas Durst
Window Room, Gallery Bldg., College Ave. Campus
Info/Register: 585-5869

Thurs., Nov. 18 - 3:30 p.m.
Centre on Aging and Health lecture
“Perceptions, Beliefs and Behaviours of Older
Drivers”
Speaker: Holly Tuokko
Language Institute Auditorium
Info/RSVP: 337-2537

Thurs., Nov. 18 - 7 p.m.
Luther College book club meeting
Coffee-house style discussions of different books
at each meeting. 
Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim
by David Sedaris.
Main floor, Luther College
Info: 337-2463

Thurs., Nov. 18 - Noon
Fine Arts lecture/workshop
Performance of a variety of roles from the Peking
Opera tradition.
Guests: William Lau and Lu Min
University Theatre, Riddell Centre
Info: 585-5543

Fri., Nov. 19 - 3 p.m.
Philosophy and Classics lecture
Do angels exist?
Speaker: George Marshall
Rm. 322, Campion College
Info: 585-4332

Fri., Nov. 19 - 1:30 p.m.
Computer Science seminar
“Wireless Networks”
Speaker: Rick Sum
Rm. 420, Classroom Bldg.
Info: 585-4633

Mon., Nov. 22 - 3 p.m.
Saskatchewan Institute of Public Policy
Professional Outreach Program
“Portraits of Canada 2004”
Speaker: Leslie Seidle
Window Room, Gallery Bldg., College Ave. Campus
Info/Register: 585-5869

Wed., Nov. 24 - 3:30 p.m.
Humanities Research Institute mini-conference
“Evaluating Research Performance in the
Humanities”
Rm. 215, Institut français
Info: 585-5429

Wed., Nov. 24 - Noon
Saskatchewan Instructional Development &
Research Unit seminar
“SchoolPLUS Leadership Research Consortium”
Speakers: Jane MacLeod, Brian Keegan and
Michael Tymchak
Rm. 341, Education Bldg.
Info: 585-4309

For a complete Calendar of Events at the University
of Regina visit our Web site at www.uregina.ca

We want to hear from you!

Tell us what you think 
of the 

U of R Update page 

E-mail your comments to 

communications@uregina.ca

Finance Minister Ralph Goodale was the guest lecturer at a Nov. 9
Administration 340 class. Goodale, who earned a bachelor of arts degree
from the U of R in 1971, gave a thorough presentation of the budget
process, followed by a lively question and answer session that was
enjoyed by both lecturer and students.
U of R photo by AV Services
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For More Information:
Visit http://education.uregina.ca/ or
call The Student Program Centre,
Faculty of Education
Phone (306) 585-4537

 

Are You Interested In
Pursuing Teaching 
As A Career?

Come to the
Faculty of
Education
Information
Night

Wednesday, November 24, 2004
7-9 p.m. in the
Education Auditorium (EA106)
Education Building
Free Parking will be 
available in Area 
M of Lots 14 & 15


