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Foundation’s donation to Math
Central adds up to enriched learning

Department of Music faculty member Alain Perron conducts members of the Miscellaneous Ensemble and the U of R Students New
Music Ensemble during a Nov. 25 noon-hour performance.The ensemble performed works by Paul McCorriston, André Proulx, Jennifer
Kotzer and Peter Bodnarchuk. Perron's compositions have been performed in many countries in Europe and Asia and he has received
commissions from prestigious orchestras and ensembles throughout Canada.

Retired math professor Harley Weston helped create Math Central 10 years ago.

Jeff Pfeifer

lthough he has been the Law Foundation
of Saskatchewan Chair in Police Studies

for just a few months, Jeff Pfeifer has a clear idea
of his priorities in his work.
"The main priority is to examine the issue of

police recruitment of aboriginal people," says
Pfeifer, who is also a professor of psychology at
the U of R and editor of the Canadian Journal of
Police and Security Services. "This program of
research will investigate both the internal and

external barriers that
appear to be affecting
the effective
recruitment of
Aboriginal People
into policing. A
second area of
research involves the
"professionalization"
of policing and issues
such as ethics,
education, training
and research."
The Law Foundation

of Saskatchewan
Chair in Police

Studies was established
with the foundation's
$750,000 donation to
the U of R's Building
Dreams and Futures campaign.The donation will
provide annual funding for the chair for up to
seven years.The University of Regina's police
studies program is the only one in Canada
offering both a bachelor of arts and a master of
arts in police studies.
Pfeifer is the first person named as chair. In his

inaugural lecture, "The Town, the Gown and the
Uniform" held earlier this fall, he challenged the
perception that public safety is the responsibility
of the police. Instead, he proposed shared
responsibility through a partnership of police, the
community and academics.
"I received some feedback from the lecture,"

says Pfeifer, "and it remains clear that for the
most part the public views our safety as the
responsibility of the police and, more broadly, the
justice system. I think academics like myself can
play a special role in bringing police and the
public together because we are viewed as being
objective, without any political or organizational
bias."
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Jazz Band
Director: Ed Lewis

Shu-Box Theatre     Info: 585-5532
Tickets: $5 adult; $3 seniors; students free with ID.

Luther College lecture
"Hunger and Resilience in Ethiopia"

Speaker: Stephen Anderson
Rm. 211, Luther College Info: 337-2463

Luther College lecture
"The Entrepreneur Within"

Speaker: Gavin Semple
Rm. 207, Luther College Info: 337-2463

Biology seminar
"Does history matter?  Some observations regarding the evolu-

tionary ecology of plant competition and root foraging"
Speaker: J.C. Cahill

Rm. 128, Classroom Bldg. Info: 585-4145

Chamber concert choir
Director: Diane Taylor-Neale

First Presbyterian Church Info: 585-5532
Tickets: $5 adults; $3 seniors; students free with ID.

Installation
All are welcome to attend the installation of the new

Campion College President, Benjamin Fiore, SJ
Holy Rosary Cathedral Info: 359-1244

Lectures end.

Saxophone ensemble
Director: Karen Finnsson

Shu-Box Theatre, Riddell Centre  Info: 585-5532
Free admission.

Wednesday, November 30 - 8 p.m.

Friday, December 2 - 2:30 p.m.

Cougars men's hockey vs. U of M Bisons
Sherwood Twin Arenas Info: 585-4371

Tickets: $8 adults; $5 seniors/students ages13-18; $3 children; 
free admission for U of R students who show valid ID.  

Friday, December 2 - 7 p.m.

Cougars men's hockey vs. U of M Bisons
Sherwood Twin Arenas Info: 585-4371
Tickets: $8 adults; $5 seniors/students ages13-18; $3 children; free

admission for U of R students who show valid ID.  

Saturday, December 3 - 7 p.m.

Friday, December 2 - 3:30 p.m.

Friday, December 2 - 3:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 3 - 8 p.m.

Saturday, December 3 - 11 a.m.

Monday, December 5

Monday, December 5 - 8 p.m.

Percussion ensemble
Director: Dave Sabine

Shu-Box Theatre, Riddell Centre . Info: 585-5532

Free admission

Tuesday, December 6 - 8 p.m.

Final exams begin.
Thursday, December 8

View projects by computer science and film students using
the Undergraduate Digital Media Lab.

Rm. 128, Classroom Bldg. Info:  585-5210

University Club art display
Artists works on display: Beryl Arnold, Verna Betker,

Yvonne Kydd, Michelle Reavley, Elaine Seis & Pat Smith
Rm. 215, College West Bldg Info: 585-4747

UMANITIES RESEARCH INSTITUTE SCHOLARSHIP SERIES -
BOOK LAUNCH: "THE MAHLER FAMILY LETTERS"
University Club, College West Info: 585-4304

Stephen McClatchie, the U of R's associate vice-president (academic), will
mark the publication of his book,The Mahler Family Letters with his talk,
"Managing Multilingual Mahler Manuscripts." 

The book draws primarily from more than 500 letters in the Mahler-
Rosé Collection at the University of Western Ontario (UWO), where
Mahler's nephew taught in the Faculty of Music. McClatchie met the man's
widow while he was working at the UWO library and learned about the
family letters, most of which are virtually unknown.

Spanning the mid-1880s through 1910, the letters record the excitement
of a young man with a bourgeoning career as a conductor and provide a
glimpse into his day-to-day activities rehearsing and conducting operas and
concerts in Budapest and Hamburg, and composing his first symphonies
and songs. On the private side, they document his parents' illnesses and
deaths and the struggles of his siblings.The letters also give Mahler's
insightful impressions of contemporaries such as Johannes Brahms, Richard
Strauss, and Hans von Bülow, as well as his personal feelings about
significant events, such as his first big success--the completion of Carl
Maria von Weber's Die drei Pintos in 1889.

"This is an amazing collection. Besides the letters, it also includes the
only manuscript of an early song cycle and the earliest surviving
manuscript of the First Symphony," says McClatchie. "The information in
the book will change our views of Mahler." 

Ever watched your kids struggle with their math
homework and wished you could help? Math Central
could solve your problem. The website, located at
mathcentral.uregina.ca, makes math more accessible to
teachers, students, parents and the public. 

Math Central is expanding with the support of a generous
donation from the Imperial Oil Foundation. The foundation
gave $150,000 to the U of R’s Building Dreams and Futures
campaign to add to the services Math Central provides to
K-12 teachers and students. 

“Our emphasis is on education and youth,” explains
Mónica Samper, president of the Imperial Oil Foundation.
“Over two-thirds of donations go to programs that enrich
the lives of young people. Our vision is to contribute to
building a lifelong learning system in Canada that ranks
among the best in the world.”

The Math Central website is available in English and
French. It features a Resource Room for teachers, a
Quandaries and Queries section for questions, a
mathematics Problem of the Month, and Mathematics with
a Human Face, which profiles mathematicians with
interesting jobs.

“The Resource Room has resources to help teachers in
various aspects of teaching math,” explains Harley Weston,
who helped create Math Central 10 years ago. “The
materials are written by teachers, including student
teachers in the Faculty of Education at the U of R, not by
academics,” adds Weston, who recently retired from the
Department of Mathematics and Statistics at the University.
The Quandaries and Queries section is open to anyone
with Internet access who has a math question. Questions
typically come from school children with homework
questions and from parents who are trying to help their
kids. A significant number of queries also come from the
general public, which sometimes surprises Weston.
“Someone may want to know how many acres are in their
building lot, or how much concrete they'll need for a
driveway,” he says.

Weston depends on about a dozen people to prepare
responses to questions. However, posting the answers is

time-consuming. The Imperial Oil Foundation’s donation
will allow him to organize workshops in the use of the
technology so that others – likely teachers and retired
teachers – will be able to post responses.

“The funding will also allow me to hire students for
certain tasks, to translate more materials for teachers into
French, and add more resources,” says Weston. The
donation will also fund a brochure about careers in
mathematics, aimed at teachers, and a poster for middle
schools, highlighting how indigenous peoples of North
America have used mathematics in the past, and how
they're using it today. “Our goal is to create a cultural link
that will pique youth interest and inspire them to become
more engaged in mathematics,” he says. Weston also plans
to add more profiles to the Mathematics with a Human
Face section of the website.

“Math Central has taken over my life, and I'm loving it,”
Weston declares. 
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