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Building bridges with China

Campion College's Riffel Auditorium was the site of the 27th Annual Nash Memorial Lecture on Nov. 17. Art historian Peter Larisey, SJ, the
Father Peter Nash Chair in Religion, delivered "Religion in Modern and Contemporary Art." The lecture examined the relationship between
the Church and contemporary art and the need for the Church to make an aesthetic conversion by entering into a serious dialogue with
modern artists.

Representatives of the U of R, Government of Saskatchewan and National
People's Congress sign a new agreement during a recent visit to China by a
Saskatchewan delegation that included University officials.

Alec Couros

hile his official title is co-ordinator of
instructional technologies in the Faculty

of Education, that barely begins to cover the
scope of the work that Alec Couros does.

For example, he has developed two online
Faculty of Education courses that students can
take from their homes. Besides the usual course

content, the
course package
includes links to
a photo sharing
website so that
students can gain
insight into the
lives of their
classmates.The
course also
includes blogs
(web logs)
where students
can share their
thoughts on the

course content.
"The photo sharing and
the blogs expose
students to the social aspects of learning,"
Couros explains. "Some students at first question
why they should put their ideas online, but once
they see that blogs are an easy way to learn
from others and create links to useful resources,
they're sold. As my students become teachers,
many become passionate about using social
software and web-based applications that
enhance learning. Saskatchewan seems like the
perfect place to test these approaches to co-
operative learning."

Couros works closely with the U of R's Centre
for Academic Technologies, which he describes as
a tremendous asset for the University.

"If I have an idea, or I see something I like that
another university is doing, I ask: how can we
make this happen? Right now we're evaluating
open source learning platforms to replace the
existing system used by students.This would be
cheaper for the University, and we could manage
and support it locally.This is exciting and
satisfying work."      
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U of R Students New Music Ensemble
Director: Alain Perron

Shu-Box Theatre, Riddell Centre Info: 585-5532

Idle Talk Series
"Idle Words: Poetry and Prose"

Speakers: Leanne Groeneveld, Alex MacDonald, 
Christian Riegel & Frank Obrigewitsch

Rm. 322, Campion College Info: 359-1244

Biology seminar
"Root and Shoot Production in Grassland and Forest"

Speaker: Diego Steinaker
Rm. 128, Classroom Bldg. Info: 585-4145

Fine Arts Lecture Series
"Visualising Connection: The British Family Shrine"

Speaker: Catherine Tite
Rm. 050, Riddell Centre Info: 585-5557

Opera workshop performance
Director: Lynn Channing

Shu-Box Theatre, Riddell Centre Info: 585-5532

Luther College Advent service of lessons and carols
Featuring: Luther Bach Choir

Luther College Chapel Info: 791-9160

32nd Annual Business Dinner
Gavin Semple will be awarded the first 

U of R Business Leadership Award.
Speaker: Gavin Semple

Delta Hotel Info: http://www.urbusinesssociety.com/

Concert Band/Wind Ensemble
Director: Brent Ghiglione

Shu-Box Theatre   Tickets: $5 adult; $3 seniors; students free with id.  Info: 585-5532

Chamber Orchestra
Director: Alain Perron

Shu-Box Theatre   Tickets: $5 adult; $3 seniors; students free with id.  Info: 585-5532

Friday, November 25 - noon

Friday, November 25 - 3 p.m.

Friday, November 25 - 3:30 p.m.

Friday, November 25 - 3:30 p.m.

Sunday, November 27 - 3 p.m.

Sunday, November 27 - 7 p.m.

Monday, November 28 - 6 p.m.

Monday, November 28 - 8 p.m.

Tuesday, November 29 - 8 p.m.

View projects by CS and film students using the
Undergraduate Digital Media Lab.

Rm. 128, Classroom Bldg. Info:  585-5210

Wednesday, November 30 - 7 p.m.

Jazz Band
Director: Ed Lewis

Shu-Box Theatre   Tickets: $5 adult; $3 seniors; students free with id.  Info: 585-5532

Wednesday, November 30 - 8 p.m.

Multimedia Systems lecture
Record producer and foley recordist from the hit show Corner Gas

Speaker: David J. Taylor
Rm. 125, Classroom Bldg. Info: 585-5210

Social Policy Research Unit seminar
"Child Poverty in Vietnam and Impacts of War and Policy"

Speaker: Nguyen Thanh Huong
Rm. 437, Education Bldg. Info:/RSVP: 585-4117

HE HOLLYWOOD STAR MACHINE:
CREATING THE FILM CELEBRITY

Speaker: Dani Phillipson
Riddell Centre, RC 050 Info: 585-4304

Who would have guessed the rows and rows of celebrity magazines
on display in stores take their inspiration from the 18th century? It's
true, and you can hear all about it from Dani Phillipson, the 2005 Visiting
Research Fellow for the Humanities Research Institute at the U of R.

"Inexpensive printing techniques in the 18th century led to a huge
increase in the number of daily newspapers and graphic prints,"
Phillipson explains, "and this led to the first wave of self-promotion by
performers on the London stage, marketing themselves to the common
person.The Hollywood Star Machine is the mid-way point in my study,
which shows that many of the same tactics were used by the film stu-
dios.They moulded and marketed their stars to the public who bought
the movie tickets," says Phillipson, who received her bachelor of fine
arts from the U of R and then earned a master's degree in women's
studies at Oxford before returning to Regina in 2003. (She is also an
Oxford Phd candidate in history.)

The third part of her study examines the relatively new phenomenon
of reality TV, where for the first time the media admitted its role in the
creation of celebrities.
"Some of the people in these shows develop followings among viewers,

but all but a few of them are completely forgotten within a year or so,"
Phillipson observes. "Their ordinariness becomes a type of extraordi-
nariness, but with reality TV there is no value in keeping their celebrity
alive for a long time, so we now have disposable celebrities."

Eight representatives from the University of Regina
recently returned from a whirlwind visit to China in search
of opportunities to connect with universities and students
in the world’s most populous country. While the U of R
delegation traveled to China together, they fanned out to
pursue their own objectives once they arrived in Beijing. 

During the week of meetings, visits and tours, Sheila
Petty, dean of the Faculty of Fine Arts, was particularly
interested in facilitating exchanges of fine arts faculty and
students, and research and project exchanges with universi-
ties in Beijing. For example, there is a possibility that a
group of 20 to 30 students from the Conservatory of Music
of the Central University of Nationalities could come to the
U of R next year for a month of intensive music and
English studies, capped by a performance with members of
the music department. 

"My hope is that this exchange will lead later to a formal
exchange program," says Petty. "These exchanges have to
be a two-way street, with equal participation. We have a
vast resource of people in fine arts to draw on. Exchanges
are wonderful opportunities for students to expand their
horizons, and they bring international perspectives to
Regina."

Petty, who is also project leader for the U of R's New
Media Studio Lab, visited Tsinghua University to explore
ways to collaborate with artists and scientists there who are
conducting similar research into new media, which com-
bines fine arts, science and engineering. 

"I hope to co-curate an exhibit of Chinese new media with
a Chinese curator," Petty says. "The Mackenzie Art Gallery
is also interested in working with us on a new media
exhibit."

Petty and Paitoon Tontiwachwuthikul, dean of the
Faculty of Engineering, visited the School of Software and
Electronics at Peking University to learn more about the
school's industrial design research into new combinations
of engineering and fine arts.

"Half of the program is delivered in English, which makes
it more accessible and easier for the Chinese and ourselves
to co-operate on research and exchanges. I expect our visit
will lead to future collaborations," Petty says. 

As a member of the SaskFilm board of directors, Petty
also attended a lunch for Chinese filmmakers hosted by
SaskFilm. 

"SaskFilm provided an overview of the Saskatchewan
film industry and introduced two Saskatchewan producers
who were at the lunch. It was a chance for Chinese film

professionals to connect with film people from
Saskatchewan."

In addition to the international connections made by Petty
and Tontiwachwuthikul, representitives of the University,
Government of Saskatchewan and City of Regina signed
several memorandums of understanding (MOUs) including
those with Jinan University and the North China Electric
Power University. 

An agreement signed with the National People's Congress
(NPC) will see the Government of Saskatchewan comple-
ment the NPC Visiting Scholars agreement by exposing vis-
iting  Chinese scholars to the legislative and executive func-
tions of the provincial government. Another, with the
China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC), will
enhance co-operation between the U of R, the Petroleum
Technology Research Centre and the CNPC. The trip also
resulted in the renewal of an agreement between CVIC
Software Engineering Co. Ltd., China, and the U of R.  

The most recent trip continues a tradition of engagement
with Chinese institutions that began in 1981 when the U of
R signed an agreement with Shandong University – the
first such accord between a North American post-secondary
institution and Chinese academics.
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