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         - A bundle transfer ceremony. 
         - Brief description of an Indian healing ceremony. 
          
         Francis:  Get some wood. 
          
         Dennis Reid:  This is February the 9th.  We are in Francis 
         Black's house.  Those present are:  Dave Melting Tallow, 
         Francis Black and Dennis Reid. 
          
         Dave:  Wait, he is going to do something first. 
          
         Francis:  Just the way I got it. 
          
         Dennis:  We are now in the process of buying Francis Black's 
         Bear Brave Dog Bundle, and also the Shaman's bundle. He has 
         agreed to take fifty dollars ($50.00) down and the rest shall 
         come by statement. 
          
         Dave:  Now you are going to give your information. Are you 
         ready to start?  Tell me when you are ready.  Yes, he is ready.  
          
          
         Francis:  Right now.  I'm all set. 
          
         Dennis:  Okay.  You go ahead now. 
          



         Francis:  My father told me, "Sonny, you are going to take that 
         belt.  Sonny, try hard.  You are still a child."  Myself, I 
         backed out; I was shy.  That was where my mother encouraged me.  
         I thought, "My father is right.  It will not be long when I 
         will lose my father; I will take the belt."  Okay.  They 
         stripped me naked.  I just had a breechcloth and my moccasins. 
          
         I was brought into Three Sun's tipi.  A robe was just given to 
         me.  When I went into the tipi everybody was already seated.  I 
         got scared; when my father came in after me I wasn't scared any 
         more.  I thought, "My father is right.  This will carry on."  
         It is now twelve (12) years ago since I lost my father.  I am 
         still up and walking. 
          
         The transferal started when I was painted all over my body with 
         real paint.  The soles of my moccasins were both torn off. The 
         ochre was prepared with water, about half of a cup.  Four of us 
         drank the prepared paint to preserve our bodies and so that we 
         may be fortunate in all our walks of life; that is the reason 
         why I took the belt.  Now I have grown old with the belt.  Now 
         I missed it, I lived by it.  In a way there is no difference if 
         it is bought or transferred.  When it is transferred to John 
         there is nothing wrong with it.  That is how it was transferred 
         to me.  Then I danced; it was in the evening when I danced.  I 
         danced four times.  On the fourth dance it was late in the  
          
         evening.  Then it was mine.  Where I sit I will flip my blanket 
         over and I will sit down.  When I get up I will cover the place 
         where I sat with the blanket.  Whoever sits on my bed, bad luck 
         and misfortune will come to him. 
          
         The people in my days respected me.  The young generation today 
         don't know.  This belt didn't exist for nothing.  And now I am 
         going to give it to him (D. Reid).  I am not going to give it 
         to him in an ordinary way.  Missus, bring me some hot charcoal. 
          
         Dennis:  He is now going to burn the incense from the 
         sweetgrass.  
          
         Francis:  Help!  Old man.  O!  help me; pity me.  I am going to 
         give you away.  May I walk straight to where I am going.  I 
         missed you.  Help me.  You will live peacefully to wherever you 
         are going to be taken to.  Help me in return, help me in 
         return.  My wife and my children.  You didn't exist for nothing.  
         Help me.  This coming summer you are going to leave me for 
         good, just help me.  In return I will always call on you for 
         help. 
          
         May we see the berries with joy and the green grass, and may we 
         joyously walk on the earth again.  May my brother-in-law (J. 
         Hellson), the white man, walk happily to where he is going.  
         May he live happily with all the holy bundles he took.  May no 
         hardships come to, and may he lead his wife and his children to 
         an old age.  I am asking 100 years for them. 
          
         Take the stove shovel away. 
          



         Francis:  Transferral.  (Bear Song) 
          
         Dennis:  Yeah!  Okay, that's very nice. 
          
         Francis:  That's something, ah... that's not booked up in that, 
         ah; but once you transferred to him it's going to be a big 
         thing at the Sundance. 
          
         Dennis:  Ah!  Ha!  O, yes, I see.  Ah!  Ha! 
          
         Francis:  There'll be some more people coming from the Blood 
         Reserve coming here. 
          
         Dennis:  Oh yeah. 
          
         Francis:  There'll be four of them, maybe six.  They're going 
         to imitate.   
          
         Dennis:  O!  I see.  That will be nice. I see now.  Ah! 
          
         Francis:  These are the ears.  They go on each side but they 
         got kind of a sinew. 
          
         Dennis:  O, yeah! 
          
         Francis:  You put it around here and tie it. 
          
         Dennis:  Yeah!  We have sinew up there too. 
          
         Francis:  Yeah!  And here's the arm bands. 
          
         Dennis:  O!  Yeah! 
          
         Francis:  See, here's the arm bands.  Here.  That goes there. 
          
         Dennis:  Yeah!  Around there. 
          
         Francis:  See, here's the strings. 
          
         Dennis:  That's right.  O!  Yeah, that's all right.  No, that's 
         all right!  That's okay. 
          
         Francis:  And here's the belt. 
          
         Dennis:  O! yeah, yeah! That's right. 
          
         Francis:  See, it strings up. 
          
         Dennis:  Yeah!  I see, that's right. 
          
         Francis:  See the blanket.  It's another skin. 
          
         Dennis:  O!  I see. 
          
         Francis:  See One Gun, One Gun is going to give it to John. 
          
         Dennis:  Yeah!  Ah! Ha! 



          
         Francis:  He's got the bow, bow and arrows. 
          
         Dennis:  O!  I see. 
          
         Francis:  One of them, at the point there's a feather, and the 
         other one is a sharp thing.  He's going to use it to dance. 
          
         Dennis:  O! I see.  Ah! Ha! 
          
          
         Francis:  Once when he comes away the next time he's going to 
         use the one with the feather on.  
          
         Dennis:  Ah! Ha! 
          
         Francis:  But if he used that sharp thing, it will come... it 
         might hit somebody.  It's not supposed to be done. 
          
         Dennis:  O!  I see.  Yeah! 
          
         Francis:  Yeah! 
          
         Dennis:  That's why the one is blunt. 
          
         Francis:  He might make a mistake and use it. 
          
         Dennis:  Dave, you ask. 
          
         Francis:  One man used it by mistake and shot into the air. 
         Look out, here it comes, and they fled in all directions. 
          
         Dennis:  Will you ask him about being painted up and 
         everything, like Johnny said?  You just ask him whether you 
         have to be painted for this ceremony. 
          
         Dave:  Yeah!  Yeah!  He said it in here. 
          
         Dennis:  O!  He said it in here.  O!  That's fine.  Okay!  
         Well, that's everything then for this now. 
          
         Dave:  Yes, that's everything.  Okay, now he says that he will 
         give you fifty dollars ($50.00) now. 
          
         Francis:  Oh! 
          
         Dave:  There are some papers that we sign, you will sign them. 
          
         Francis:  Ah! 
          
         Dave:  We will take these statements back with us to Edmonton, 
         and he (Dennis) will give them to the boss, Bruce, and if Bruce 
         makes an approval he will put his signature on them.  And then 
         you will be, you will have to wait for ten days.  The cheque 
         will be forwarded to you.  The balance of one hundred and 
         thirty dollars ($130.00) will be sent to you. 
          



         Francis:  My brother-in-law, Otter (Laurie Plume), said you 
         will call me and I will perform the transferal for you. 
          
          
         Dave:  Ah! 
          
         Francis:  He told me, "Be sure to come and get me.  I will do 
         the transferring for you.  You will be just sitting on one side, 
         because I will be doing the transferring." 
          
         He is the one that is going to transfer the bundle. 
          
         Dave:  Ah!  He is going to transfer the bundle. 
          
         Francis:  Ah!  One Gun will remake the ones that John is 
         going to take.  This is going to be a big doing; it is a real 
         big thing.  It is nice to see.  But for Bruce and John, I don't 
         think that they can drink the prepared paint with water. 
          
         Dave:  Ah!  He cannot drink it. 
          
         Francis:  He got to drink, but only a taste. 
          
         Dave:  Ah!  He can just take a taste of it. 
          
         Francis:  Right!  Ah, even a taste of that.  We drink that paint. 
          
         Dave:  Yeah!  They drink that paint. 
          
         Dennis:  O!  Yeah!  Yeah, ah!  Ha! 
          
         Francis:  But John, he's got to taste. 
          
         Dennis:  He gets a taste. 
          
         Francis:  Because he doesn't, eh, he doesn't know all that. 
          
         Dennis:  No, no.  Ah!  Ha!  Okay. 
          
         Francis:  It's something to make your body strong like a bear. 
          
         Dennis:  And one more thing now! 
          
         Mrs. F. Black:  About Jim Many Bears. 
          
         Dave:  You say it now, the one you mentioned that you was going 
         to get paid for.  You will mention it right now. 
          
          
         Francis:  The amount? 
          
         Dave:  Ah! 
          
         Francis:  John said you got some commission coming the other 
         time he came.  Talking, asking for that fox of Jim Black.  I 
         made two trips on that.  I don't know how much they'll pay, I 
         don't know.  I don't know what John will pay yet. 



          
         Dave:  Now it is entirely up to them how they're going to pay 
         you.   
          
         Francis:  Ah!  He told me (John) I will pay him.  It is up to 
         him. 
          
         Dave:  It's up to Johnny now to set the price.  To pay the 
         commission. 
          
         Dennis:  What about here?  He's got a shaman. 
          
         Dave:  There is a Shaman's Bundle on the list. 
          
         Francis:  Is he taking them? 
          
         Dave:  Yes, he will. 
          
         Francis:  This feather is put in water, and this one you cut a 
         little bit out of this and chew it till it is fine.  All right! 
          
         Dave:  Just tell everything in Blackfoot. 
          
         Francis:  This one will be chewed.  The patient will be lying 
         on the bed, and where the pain is, in the stomach, on the chest 
         or in the head, this one will be chewn.  This fungus will be 
         scraped fine somewhat like a flour.  Then a hot charcoal will 
         be put into a pan and the scrapings from the fungus will be put 
         over the hot charcoal and you will put your hand over the 
         smoke, and then you will put your hand on the patient where the 
         pain is, on the stomach, where the pain is.  Now some of this 
         root has been chewn and then you will blow it on where the pain 
         is with the bone blower tube.  Now this paint, the patient will 
         be painted on the forehead, on both cheeks, and on the chin.  
         After the treatment the patient will get up.  Now this shell. 
         You will chew some of this root.  The shell will be heated red 
         hot and what is chewn from the root will be put into the shell 
         and this will be laid on where the pain is with the chewn root 
         against the skin and the shell on top and it will be tied onto 
         the patient.  It will be painful but he will not get burned.  
         This feather is used for washing off the spot where the 
         treatment is going to be; hands are not used. 
          
         Dave:  What kind of a feather is it?  Is it an owl feather? 
          
          
         Francis:  Yes, it's an owl feather.  A sick person is so very 
         tender he doesn't want to be hurt.  That is why this feather is 
         used.  After a while the medicine will bother him and he (it) 
         will be taken off.  That's all.     
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