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Not many people have the opportunity to interview one of the greatest
living writers in the world. But University of Regina English professor
Lynn Wells did just that when she sat down with Booker Prize-winning
English novelist Ian McEwan in his home.

Wells recently interviewed McEwan for a book she is writing about
McEwan’s life and work. The book entitled, Ian McEwan, will be
published this month as part of an edited series about new British fiction
from publisher Palgrave Macmillan.

Wells has taught IanMcEwan’s fiction at both undergraduate and graduate
levels. He is best known for his novels Saturday and Atonement.

“When I interviewed him, it wasn’t long after his most recent big novel
called Saturday was out and was the talk of the town. It’s clear that there
are a lot of similarities between the main character of Saturday and
McEwan himself.

“The house in the novel is very clearly Ian McEwan’s house. I walked in
and I knew where everything was. I could have gone from room to room
with no problem because the house in the novel is exactly the house I was
in. It was eerie. I had never walked into a space that I’d read before.”

Wells’ book is written with the theme of ethical relationships in mind.
“One of the things McEwan likes to do is take a couple of characters and
throw them into conflicting situations where at least one of them has to
make a major moral decision quickly,” says Wells.

For example, in his book Enduring Love, a group of men need to make
the decision whether to hang on to a hot air balloon and bring it and its
trapped passenger down to safety, or save themselves and drop to the
ground.

Wells used philosopher Emmanuel Levinas’ theory throughout. “The
concept that runs through (Levinas’) work is what he calls the face of
the Other,” explains Wells. “He says we go through life with masks all
the time. He says that it is when you really see the face of the Other
that you recognize the common humanity of the
Other, that that person is not only like you but
almost part of you because we are all part of the
human race. Then you cannot do violence to
the Other. In fact, you have this intense moral
responsibility for the Other. I found this to be a
really compelling context to bring to McEwan’s
work because he literally puts people, in some
cases, nose-to-nose.”

Wells carried that theme of ethical
relationships into her depiction of
McEwan’s activities as anactivistwriter.
He has been involved, for example, in
causes such as the nuclear movement
and the feminist movement.

“His particular cause at the moment
is environmentalism and he goes
around the world giving talks on
climate change because he says
somebody has to,” says Wells “He
sees this as a moral obligation of
himself as a public figure who people
listen to.”

Wednesday, January 27 12:00 p.m.
SIDRU Seminar: Math Centre and Aboriginal Perspectives
Speakers: Harley Weston, Student Development Centre,
University of Regina
Andrea Rogers, education student
Jessica Wesaquate, SUNTEP
Location: Education Building, room 341

Friday, January 29 3:30 p.m.
Biology seminar
“Ecological Implications of Prairie Restoration”
Speaker: Holly Hennin, Department of Biology, U of R
Location: Classroom Building, room 125, U of R main campus

For more information, contact the Department of Biology at
585-4145 or visit www.uregina.ca/biology/.

Monday, February 8 2:30 p.m.
Lecture
Living Together in Baghdad: Muslim-Christian Relations
in Abbasid and Contemporary Times
Speaker: Professor Sidney Griffith from the Catholic University
of America
Location: Luther College, Rm. 207

For more information, contact Cordelia McDonald,
the Department of Religious Studies, at 585-5128.

Monday, February 22 8:00 p.m.
Playwrights Reading Series
Speaker: Stephen Massicotte will read from his most
recent work.
Location: Shu-Box Theatre, Riddell Centre

Wednesday, February 24 7:30 p.m.
Philosophy Café: An open exchange of philosophical ideas led
by a University of Regina Philosophy professor
Speaker: Ann Ward, “Moral Strength and Moral Weakness in
Aristotle”
Location: Connaught Library - 3435-13th Avenue, Regina

Refreshments will be provided.
For more information, call 585-4332.

Wednesday, February 24 12:00 p.m.
Nourishing Thoughts at the Foodbank Lecture Series

The lecture series is a joint initiative sponsored and coordinated
by the Centre for Continuing Education and First Nations
University of Canada. The public is welcome at no charge.
Lunch will be provided.

Speaker: Dr. Jessie A. Barber will talk about “Métis Poetry”
Location: Adult Centre for Employment and Readiness (ACER),
425 Winnipeg Street, Regina

For more information, contact Kathy Buitenhuis, Centre for
Continuing Education, University of Regina, at 585-5764.
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- Lynn Wells


