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Cori Lea Saas places great emphasis on ensuring her students have
a sense of place -- where they belong and can learn. That place,
however, is seldom in one location. Just days before she received the
President’s Medal at the University of Regina Spring Convocation,
the middle-years teacher was conducting a field trip in Grasslands
National Park with seven of her students.

The President’s Medal is awarded at Convocation to a student
receiving a first degree. The award criteria – combining academic
excellence with leadership in and commitment to extra-curricular
activities while a student – were written with someone like Saas in
mind.

Saas is a fifth-generation teacher in her family. The genes she
inherited didn’t enable her to breeze through her four-year
Education degree. “It’s been a long road back for me,” she muses.

Ten years ago Saas chose to attend the University of British
Columbia, but after only five months she was struck by a chronic
illness that for the first time, she says, forced her to look at life
seriously. Her mother Lynne, father Albert and sister Christie cared
for her through her health crisis, a situation that made strong family
bonds even stronger. Saas emerged with a new outlook on life and
a new daughter, Jessy Lee, who Saas says has greatly influenced
her approach to teaching. “Jessy Lee was strong and resilient
because of what we’d come through,” Saas states. “She’s one of the
best professors of Education I’ve had. She has taught me a lot.”
When her daughter entered grade one Saas returned to school.
Besides excelling with her regular class load, Saas participated in 13
additional workshops in areas such as inclusive education, outdoor
education and technology in the classroom. She also served for a
month as a special tutor for a grade four student at John Chisholm
Alternate High School in Moose Jaw.

Saas became a passionate supporter of using
technology in education during one of her
classes, where she taught grade six students
in North Carolina about Saskatchewan’s
endangered burrowing owls using online video,
blogging and voice threads.

Saas graduated from the U of R in December
2009, and since then has taught at Prince
Arthur and John Chisholm schools. She
is currently filling in at Rouleau School,
and hoping to land a permanent
position teaching middle years or at
an alternate high school.

Saas freely admits that being on
stage to receive the President’s
Award was “way out of my comfort
zone. Having 11 invited guests,
including 13-year old Jessy Lee, her
parents and her sister, made the situation
a lot better,” she says.

June 20 - 26, 2010
6th annual National Summer Institute (NSI) for Statistical & GIS
Analysis of Health Data

Co-sponsored by the Departments of Psychology, Geography,
and Sociology at the University of Regina, the NSI is a week-
long, hands-on workshop to train participants in advanced
statistical analysis and GIS (mapping data) of Statistics Canada
data-sets. It is a joint-initiative funded by the Social Sciences
and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRCC), and
Statistics Canada.

The NSI attracts approximately 50 participants from across
Canada.

In addition to the data-training school, the NSI also hosts
two lectures which are open to the general public. The guest
speakers for this year are:

Mr. Rob Sayer, GIS Analyst AMEC Earth & Environment, who
will present “A Manager’s Guide to Public Health Geomatics” on
Monday, June 21, 7:00 p.m., in the Classroom Building,
room 110, University of Regina.

Dr. Ryan Mazan, Health Demographer in Yellowknife, Northwest
Territories, who will present “The Measles Epidemic of
1714-1715 in New France” on Friday, June 25, 7:00 p.m., in
the Classroom Building, room 110, University of Regina.

For more information, contact the Department of Psychology at
585-4157.

Monday, June 21 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
National Aboriginal Day Celebration

The University of Regina Aboriginal Student Centre welcomes
all students, faculty and staff, and community to celebrate this
year’s National Aboriginal Day. The celebration will include a tipi
raising demonstration, Saulteaux rock painting and Aboriginal
dance. Lunch tickets are $5 and include bannock, burgers,
potato salad, pop, and cake. Students are free of charge.
Drop by the Aboriginal Student Centre, CW117, to purchase or
pickup your ticket. Tickets are limited.

Location: Dr. Lloyd Barber Academic Green, University of
Regina
For more information contact the Aboriginal Student Centre at
337-3153.

June 28-August 27, 2010
Summer Sports School

Summer Sports School is a program offered through the
University of Regina for children ages four to 12. It is an active,
non-competitive environment that focuses on fun and skill
building activities. There are sport, science, and art programs
to choose from.

Registration is open. Please refer to www.uregina.ca/
recservices for CRN numbers when registering. For additional
information, contact Jaynel Mann or Chas Bonnor, Summer
Sports School program coordinators at 337-2247 or email
Intramurals@uregina.ca.
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