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"The old Goths of Germany . . . used to debate matters of importance to their State twice, once 
when drunk, and once when sober -- sober that they might not be deficient in formality -- drunk 
lest they should be destitute of vigor": Edgar Allan Poe, Letter to B— (1831)
-------------------------------------------------
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1. WELCOME TO THE NEW ACADEMIC YEAR FROM THE HRI
 
At the start of the new academic year, the HRI welcomes new subscribers to its monthly e-mail 
newsletter. And the HRI asks you to welcome Kevin O’Brien (kevin.obrien@uregina.ca or 585-

4226), the newly appointed HRI administrative assistant. 
     
The Humanities Research Institute at the University of Regina was founded in 2002. It is a 
university research institute with a mandate to nurture, support, and disseminate humanities 
scholarship at the university and in its surrounding community. As a university-wide institute the 
HRI it is not under the aegis of any one faculty or discipline and the term of its mandate is limited 
but renewable. The HRI is delighted to announce that its original five-year mandate has recently 
been extended by another five years.
     
The chief function of the HRI at the U of R is twofold: to support humanities scholarship with 
competitions for programs that offer modest amounts of funds to assist humanities scholars at 
the U of R with their research; and to mount or co-sponsor events that are of broad general 
interest in the humanities, events that are free of charge and open to the general public. 
 
HRI funding competitions are held twice a year, with a major competition in Spring and a minor 
one in Fall. (The Fall competition has a 14 September 2007 deadline: please see 2. below for 
details.) As for events, this newsletter itself will tell you what’s upcoming in September. HRI 
newsletters are archived on the HRI website. Go to the homepage at http://www.uregina.ca/hri/

index.shtml and follow the link.

 
Please visit the HRI website often to get fuller information about the HRI and its programs. 
------------------------------------------------- 
 
2. HRI FALL 2007 FUNDING COMPETITION (14 September deadline)
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There will be a competition in Fall 2007 for the following HRI award
programs:
 
  Visiting Research Fellowships
  Assistance Awards for Visiting Speakers 
  Travel Awards for Board Members 
  Subvention Awards for Publication 
  Student Travel Awards
 
The deadline for applications to all these programs is Friday 14 September 2007.
 
Please visit the HRI website at http://www.uregina.ca/hri/index.shtml 
for full details of all funding programs.
-------------------------------------------------
 
3. INVITATION TO BOOK LAUNCH (19 September)
 
Making Space for Indigenous Feminism
 
Edited by Joyce Green (Dept. of Political Science)
 
Date: Wednesday 19 September 2007
Time: 7:00 pm
Place: Book & Briar Patch, 4065 Albert Street, Regina
 
The majority of scholarly and activist opinion by and about Aboriginal women claims that 
feminism is irrelevant for them. Yet, there is also an articulate, theoretically informed and activist 
constituency that identifies as feminist. By and about Aboriginal feminists, this book provides a 
powerful and original intellectual and political contribution demonstrating that feminism has much 
to offer Aboriginal women in their struggles against oppression. The contributors are from 
Canada, the USA, Sapmi (Samiland) and Aotearoa/New Zealand. The chapters include theoretical 
contributions, stories of political activism and deeply personal accounts of developing political 
consciousness.
 
Publication details: Joyce Green, ed. Making Space for Indigenous Feminism. Black Point, NS: 
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Fernwood Publishing, 2007; 224 pp. paperback; ISBN 1-55266-220-5; $24.95.
 
An autographed copy of Making Space can be preordered and reserved at the Book and Briar 
Patch, 586-5814
-------------------------------------------------
 
4. HRI PROFILING SCHOLARSHIP SERIES: Thomas Chase (20 September)
 
Thomas Chase
(Dean, Faculty of Arts)
 
"Controlled Abandon: The Enigma of Marcel Dupré"
 
Date: Thursday 20 September 2007
Time: 4:00 pm
Place: Screening Room C, Education Bldg., ED 173
 
All are welcome
Refreshments will be served
Phone 585-4226 for further information
 
The talk focuses on the life and music of Marcel Dupré (1886-1971), the French organ virtuoso, 
composer, and pedagogue whom Olivier Messiaen described as “le Liszt moderne.” It focuses 
on Dupré as bridge between the late Romantic tradition that he inherited from his teachers 
Widor and Guilmant and the post-romantic aesthetic of Messiaen, Demessieux, Falcinelli, 
Grünenwald, and Guillou, all of whom he trained as virtuosi and composers in their own right.
 
The talk will be illustrated with photographs, excerpts from Dupré’s published compositions, and 
sound clips of those excerpts played in various concert halls and cathedrals in France, England, 
and North America.
 
A graduate of the University of Regina, Thomas Chase received his PhD from Glasgow University 
in Scotland, and holds the diploma of licentiate (LTCL) in organ performance from Trinity College 
of Music in London. Dr Chase's fields of interest include linguistic approaches to literature and the 
questions of linguistic correctness and linguistic imperialism. He also maintains a strong scholarly 
interest in French organ literature of the 19th and 20th centuries. 
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He is the author of The English Religious Lexis (1988), the co-author of a chapter in Meaning and 
Lexicography (1990), and the co-editor, with Ken Mitchell and Michael Trussler of The 
Wascana Anthology of Short Fiction (1999). He has published articles and reviews in The Journal 
of Literary and Linguistic Computing, Journal of the Midwest Modern Language Association, 
Canadian University Music Review, Choir & Organ, Organists' Review, The American Organist, and 
other journals. 
 
His playing, including live improvisation, has been broadcast on CBC Radio, and he has performed 
and lectured widely, including appearances in Vancouver, Quebec City, Philadelphia, New York, 
Seattle, and Sao Paulo, Brazil. In August 2005 he was appointed to a two-year acting term as 
Dean of Arts, followed by a full term as Dean ending in 2012. The Royal Canadian College of 
Organists honoured him in 2004 with the diploma of Fellow (FRCCO) honoris causa in recognition 
of "his outstanding contribution to organ music as a performer, scholar, and visionary." 
-------------------------------------------------
 
5. CCE/HRI HERITAGE LECTURE SERIES: Ken Mitchell (27 September)
 
Ken Mitchell
 
"Cowboy Poetry of The Canadian West"
 
Date: Thursday 27 September 2007
Time: 7:00 pm
Place: Darke Hall, College Avenue
 
Cowboy poetry is a kind of campfire story-telling that first appeared around 1870, and has 
become a modern cultural phenomenon in recent years, with hundreds of gatherings, rodeos and 
festivals in western North America devoted to its charm.  Ken Mitchell will talk about and give a 
demonstration of this folk art.
 
Ken Mitchell is a writer, playwright, actor and poet, who retired as Professor of English at the 
University of Regina in 2005. He grew up on a cattle ranch near Moose Jaw.  In 1999, he was 
awarded the Order of Canada for his promotion of Canadian literature around the world.  He has 
taught at universities in the US, Germany, China, Cuba and Scotland, and has published over 30 
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books of fiction, history, poetry and drama. His most recent publication (2007) is Rhyming 
Wranglers, Cowboy Poets of the Canadian West (Frontenac House, Calgary), and he is currently 
touring theatres and festivals with a mini-musical, No Ordinary Cowboy, a show about 
Saskatchewan’s legendary horseman, Bill Gomersall. 
 
This event is co-sponsored by the Centre for Continuing Education and the HRI
 
For further information, call 585-4870
-------------------------------------------------
 
6. PUBLIC LECTURE: Don Kulick (27 September)
 
Don Kulick (Professor of Anthropology, New York University)
 
"Animal Orgasm"
 
Date: Thursday 27 September 2007
Time: 7:30 pm
Place: Classroom Bldg, CL 126
 
Admission free; all are welcome
For parking arrangements, please visit the HRI website at http://www.uregina.ca/hri/index.shtml

 
Aristotle maintained that laughter is what distinguishes mankind from animals. A better marker 
of distinction might be orgasm: can an animal fake one? This talk will critically examine how 
animal orgasm is represented across a range of genres and material: nature program and 
textbook depictions of mating practices, narratives by professional animal breeders who 
inseminate livestock and by clinical technicians who sexually stimulate animals so that their 
physical response can be measured and quantified, and pornography involving animals and 
humans.
 
Don Kulick is Professor of Anthropology and Director of the Center for the Study of Gender and 
Sexuality at New York University. His research is in the areas of linguistic anthropology, and 
gender and sexuality, and he has published on topics such as language socialization, language 
death, language and gender, ethnographic fieldwork and epistemology, transgenderism, queer 
theory, and prostitution. He has conducted fieldwork in Papua New Guinea, Brazil, Italy, and 
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Sweden. 
 
His most recent work is on the relationship between language and sexuality, and on discourses of 
sexuality in Sweden. His books include Language Shift and Cultural Reproduction: Socialization, 
Self and Syncretism in a Papua New Guinean Village (2002), Language and Sexuality (co-
authored with Deborah Cameron) (2003), Fat: the Anthropology of an Obsession (co-edited 
with Anne Meneley) (2005) and The Language and Sexuality Reader (co-edited with Deborah 
Cameron) (2006). 
 
This lecture is co-sponsored by the Canada Research Chair in Social Justice and the Department 
of Anthropology.
-------------------------------------------------
 
7. HRI SEMINAR: Don Kulick (28 September)
 
Don Kulick (Professor of Anthropology, New York University)
 
"Good Sex in Sweden"
 
Date: Friday 28 September 2007
Time: 3:30 pm
Place: [See note below] 
 
Attitudes towards sex in Sweden have, for many years, differed from the dominant positions in 
most other countries. In Sweden, sex in itself, even between unmarried people and even between 
teenagers, is not condemned. Sex, Swedish authorities and politicians tell us, is good. But the 
catch is that in order for sex to be good, it has to be good sex. And what constitutes "good sex" – 
that is to say, socially sanctioned sex -- in Sweden today is a hotly contested arena. This talk 
examines three areas of contestation: masturbation, prostitution, and the sexual rights of people 
with disabilities. 
 
Please note:
Admission to this seminar is free and open to all, but participants must pre-register at the e-mail 
address below. A maximum of 35 participants will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Participants will receive by e-mail a copy of Don Kulick’s article, "Four Hundred Thousand 
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Swedish Perverts," GLQ 11.2 (2005): 205-35, which they will be expected to have read in 
advance.
 
This seminar is co-sponsored by the Canada Research Chair in Social Justice and the HRI.
 
To register for the seminar please contact Kevin O'Brien at Kevin.obrien@uregina.ca or 585-

4226.
-------------------------------------------------
 
8. LITERARY ECLECTIC III: ENGLISH GRADUATE STUDENTS' CONFERENCE (28-29 
September)
 
Joint Conference for English Graduate Students at the University of Regina and the University of 
Saskatchewan
 
Hosted by the University of Regina
28-29 September 2007
 
For further information, please contact Jeanne Shami at Jeanne.Shami@uregina.ca

or 585-4299. Please watch the HRI website for full conference information
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
9. LITERARY ECLECTIC III: PUBLIC LECTURE: Di Brandt (29 September)
 
Di Brandt (Canada Research Chair in Creative Writing and Professor of English at Brandon 
University)
 
"Axing the Frozen Sea within Us"
 
Date: Saturday 29 September 2007
Time: 1:30 - 2:30 pm
Place: Language Institute Theatre, LI 215
 
Admission free
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All are welcome
 
This lecture is co-sponsored by the HRI
 
For more info about award winning Canadian poet Di Brandt, visit http://www.brandonu.ca/

di_brandt/

 
For further information, please contact Jeanne Shami at Jeanne.Shami@uregina.ca

or 585-4299.
-------------------------------------------------
 
10. HRI CONTACT INFORMATION
 
The HRI e-mail Newsletter appears once a month from September to May, and occasionally 
during the rest of the year. Issues are archived on the HRI website. 
 
The HRI Newsletter reaches about 600 subscribers at the University of Regina, at its affiliated 
institutions, and in the surrounding community. Please forward a copy to friends and colleagues 
with an interest in the humanities. 
 
To subscribe (free of charge) or unsubscribe to this Newsletter, please go to the HRI website at 
http://www.uregina.ca/hri/informationform.shtml 

 
For further details about upcoming HRI events or to submit material to future newsletters, please 
contact: 
 
Nicholas Ruddick, Director 
Humanities Research Institute 
University of Regina 
 
AH 369 
3737 Wascana Parkway 
Regina, SK 
Canada S4S 0A2 
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Phone: 306-585-4304 
Fax: 306-585-5429
E-mail: nicholas.ruddick@uregina.ca

HRI website:  http://www.uregina.ca/hri/
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