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"'What does he mean,' I asked, 'the humanistic values implicit in the physical sciences?' 'You ask 
him,' my father said. 'Maybe he knows. Maybe deep down in the atom there’s a little man in a 
rocking chair reading the evening paper'": John Updike (1932-), The Centaur. 
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1. HRI SPECIAL EVENT: Ross King (15 February 2007)
 
The HRI congratulates Ross King, winner of the 2006 Governor General's Literary Award for Non-
Fiction for his book The Judgment of Paris: The Revolutionary Decade that Gave the World 
Impressionism. 
 
Ross King's The Judgment of Paris has also been chosen as one of the three finalists for the 
2007 Charles Taylor Prize for Literary Non-Fiction, worth $25,000. The winner will be announced 
on 26 February 2007. Please click here for more information on the Charles Taylor Prize.  
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Those of you who were present at Ross King's HRI lecture last March (as well as those of you 
who were unfortunate enough to miss it), will be delighted to learn that Ross will be returning to 
his alma mater to give another of his brilliant illustrated lectures on art history for the HRI. 
 
Ross King 
 
"Lorenzo's Gardens: Landscape and Architecture in the Florentine Renaissance" (An 
Illustrated Lecture)
 
Date: Thursday 15 February 2007
Time: 4:00 pm
Place: Classroom Building, CL 126
 
This event will be followed by a reception and book signing
Please click here for more information about this lecture.

 
The Florentine Renaissance was characterized by a rediscovery of the texts of the Ancient 
Romans and a reinterpretation of visual space through the invention of linear perspective. Crucial 
to the flowering of architecture and painting, these developments likewise had a dramatic impact 
on both the design and function of the garden in fifteenth-century Florence. This illustrated 
lecture will examine the gardens of Lorenzo the Magnificent -- in particular those of the 
Medicean villas at Careggi and Fiesole -- in order to explore the merging of landscape and art.
 
Born in Estevan, Saskatchewan, Ross King graduated with a BA and MA in English from the 
University of Regina and with a PhD in English from York University. In 1992 he moved to 
England to take a position at the University of London. King is the author of the bestselling 
Michelangelo and the Pope’s Ceiling (2002), shortlisted for a Governor General's Award and for a 
National Book Critics Circle Award in the USA; and the New York Times bestseller Brunelleschi’s 
Dome (2000). He is also the author of two novels, Domino (1995) and Ex-Libris (1998). Ross 
King lives in Woodstock, near Oxford, England.
----------------------------------------------
 
2. HRI AWARDS IN QUEER STUDIES (2 March 2007 deadline) 
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The HRI is delighted to announce that it is administering a new university-wide competition for 
awards of up to $2,500 to promote scholarly and creative projects in Queer Studies at the 
University of Regina. 
                                                   
These awards promoting scholarly and creative projects in Queer Studies (QS) at the University of 
Regina are administered by the HRI. Applicants may request a maximum of $2,500.
  
HRI QS Awards will typically support new initiatives in Queer Studies that will lead to publication, 
performance, exhibition, course development, or an equivalent public outcome. 
 
These awards may be used to reimburse all eligible research expenses, including (but not limited 
to) research travel, research assistants, supplies, telephone, and photocopying costs. They 
cannot be used to buy teaching release. 
  
Please click here for full criteria and a link to the application form.

-------------------------------------------------
 
3. HRI PROFILING SCHOLARSHIP SERIES: Emmanuel Aito (4 April 2007) 
 
"Democracy without Language? Lexical Creativity in a Nigerian Minority 
Language"
 
Emmanuel Aito (Dept. of French)
 
Date: 4 April 2007
Time: 3:30 pm
Place: TBA
 
In every language, irrespective of the extent of its description or lexicon, an accessible, 
predictable and stable system of assigning names to places, objects and more abstract concepts 
ensures inter-comprehensibility. Communication is thus indispensable as a democratic polity 
organizes itself, determines roles, negotiates power and distributes resources; hence the 
fundamental role of language. 
 
But have you ever wondered about the connections between a name (a word) and the object or 
concept it represents? Is there a logical, necessary or natural relationship in these associations? 
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Does a name reveal, enhance or denigrate the nature, inherent identity and defining 
characteristics of its object? Is it tantamount to a window into the essence of what it symbolizes? 
 
Denominative processes are eminently social, and entail the expression, description and 
communication of objects and concepts in a (linguistic) community. These processes therefore 
invariably engender the appropriation of a heritage. Similarly, they assist in adapting to new 
knowledge, skills and systems, in order to survive and thrive in times of change. Were a language 
to successfully integrate desirable alien scientific and cultural phenomena reaching it inexorably 
due to geography or globalizing factors, it would have mastered and harnessed its anthropological 
potential. Such capacity serves to mediate the tensions within socio-cultural communities seeking 
to preserve their cultural heritage in the face of pressures attributable to science, technology, 
economics, politics and novel models of social interaction. 
 
Of particular note in this category are minority languages that confront the daunting task of 
overcoming perceived inadequacies in their denominative capacities to cope with novelty. Foreign 
to the lifespace of speakers of these endangered languages, vast unrelenting quantities of 
unfamiliar notions, along with their corresponding terms and complexities, pose enormous 
challenges to communities that harbour the desire to safeguard their heritage in their own idioms. 
 
In the context of the intersections between language and democracy, we explore in this talk how 
a Nigerian minority language, to wit Esan, is coping with foreign concepts. In particular, we 
examine its lexical creativity mechanisms, as its speakers seek relevance in the ongoing 
democratization processes in Nigeria.
-------------------------------------------------
 
4. HRI SPRING 2007 FUNDING COMPETITION (13 April Deadline)
 
There will be a competition in Spring 2007 for the following HRI award programs: 
    
    Teaching Fellowships

    Research Awards 

    Visiting Research Fellowships 

    Assistance Awards for Visiting Speakers  

    Travel Awards for Board Members  

    Subvention Awards for Publication  
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    HRI 2007 Student Essay Prize 
 
The deadline for applications to all these programs is Friday 13 April 2007. 
 
Please click on the award name above for full criteria and links to forms. 
-------------------------------------------------
 
5. HRI CONTACT INFORMATION
 
The HRI e-mail Newsletter appears once a month from September to May, and occasionally 
during the rest of the year. Recent issues are archived on the HRI website. 
 
The HRI Newsletter reaches about 600 subscribers at the University of Regina, at its affiliated 
institutions, and in the surrounding community. Please forward a copy to friends and colleagues 
with an interest in the humanities. 
 
To subscribe (free of charge) or unsubscribe to this Newsletter, please go to the HRI website at 
http://www.uregina.ca/hri/informationform.shtml 

 
For further details about upcoming HRI events or to submit material to future newsletters, please 
contact: 
 
Nicholas Ruddick, Director 
Humanities Research Institute 
University of Regina 
 
AH 369 
3737 Wascana Parkway 
Regina, SK 
Canada S4S 0A2 
 
Phone: 306-585-4304 
Fax: 306-585-5429
E-mail: nicholas.ruddick@uregina.ca

HRI website:  http://www.uregina.ca/hri/index.shtml
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