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Dean’s Reflection

Dr. James McNinch, Dean
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Over the summer with many others I 
worked hard to organize and run camp 

fYrefly, a 4-day residential camp for “queer” 
youth ages 14-24 who self-identify as lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, trans-sexual, two spirit, and 
their allies.  Being with more than 40 sexual 
minority and gender variant kids immersed 
me once again  in the land of adolescence 
– an intense  world of extremes – laughter,  
even  hysteria, one moment,  tears and sor-
row the next.  The intensity of this immersion 
experience, including the forming of fast 
friendships, the eruption of sudden conflicts, 
the emergence  of cliques, and  issues arising 
from the testing of rules,  all served to remind 
me that teachers work every day in such 
hot-house environments with an incredible 
diversity of students. 
  
The workshops and activities of the camp 
were designed to promote resiliency and 
leadership and used an arts-based approach 
in doing so.     Yet many of these youth, find 
themselves struggling at more basic levels of 
survival: for acceptance within their families 
and schools, and many are struggling with 
physical and mental health issues.  Six of the 
campers were in foster care, and four had 
been removed from abusive homes.  Many 
campers had physical issues to deal with – 
asthma, allergies, diabetes, obesity, anorexia, 
and epilepsy, while still others were on medi-
cation for syndromes such as ADHD, depres-
sion, or anxiety.  Smoking became a touch-
stone issue – particularly under-age smokers 
bumming smokes from adult volunteers.  The 
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most blatant difference at the camp, despite 
everyone identifying as “queer”, was the dis-
parity in socio-economic backgrounds.  White 
middle-class campers flew in from places like 
Montreal and Calgary with ipods, laptops, 
cell-phones and large suitcases full of clothes.  
Aboriginal campers from places like La Loche 
showed up with little more than the clothes 
on their back.  Bridging this racial and class 
divide became a significant sub-theme of the 
camp.
 
I left the camp with a renewed admiration for 
the strength of young people defying great 
odds and building community for them-
selves.   I also left with a deeper respect for 
teachers who commit themselves to work-
ing with young people on a daily basis.  The 
diversity of activities, events, and personali-
ties profiled in this issue of our Faculty News-
letter reminds us that teaching is a human 
activity and the parameters of that activity 
are far-reaching and all-encompassing, in our 
own Faculty, in this province, and across the 
world.  
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Dr. David Friesen was recipient of the Ar-
bos Award for Distinguished Support of 

Education and the Teaching Profession at the 
Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation 
Annual Meeting of Council in Saskatoon on 
April 23rd.

David is well known in the teaching 
profession and the Saskatchewan 
educational community for his 40-year 
commitment to equity and his belief in the 
importance of research to quality teaching.  
As many know, David’s teaching career 
and strong northern connections began in 
1969 when he was first a science teacher 
in La Ronge,  then a faculty member and 
Field Experience Coordinator with NORTEP.  

David joined the Faculty of Education at 
the University of Regina in 1987 and served 
in various roles, including Associate Dean, 
until his retirement in 2009.  One of David’s 
many contributions in this Faculty was 
the development of the first Community-
Based Master’s of Education Program in 
northern Saskatchewan, serving as its first 
Director  and his ongoing work with students  
completing their final projects.

The Arbos is the highest honour that 
the Saskatchewan teaching profession 
can confer.  Well deserved David, and 
congratulations from all of us!

STF Arbos Award Recipient

STF Arbos Award winners: 
David Friesen, Harriet Marland (receiving for the late Ken Marland), 

and George Georget



Category Sponsor with June Zimmer

Page 5

YWCA Women of Distinction Award

Zimmer is currently pursuing her doctoral 
studies in the Faculty of Kinesiology and 
Health Studies at the University of Regina, 
while working as a seconded professor in the 
Bac program in the Faculty of Education.  In 
2008 Zimmer won a national award for de-
veloping and delivering the Girls in the Game 
program  and was honoured with a Women in 
Sport Encouragement award for her coaching 
leadership.  She was also named one of the 
2009 Women in Sport Encouragement Fund 
recipients through the Canadian Association 
for the Advancement of Women and Sport 
and Physical Activity. 

Congratulations June!

June Zimmer has been awarded the 2010 
YWCA Women of Distinction Award in the 

category of Wellness, Recreation & Healthy 
Living for her work in physical and health 
education. She has been identified as a leader 
in her field and as a woman deserving of 
recognition for the work she does in her com-
munity. 

A YWCA Women of Distinction nominee is a 
woman who displays a sustained and signifi-
cant contribution in her field of endeavour, 
whether locally, nationally, or internationally. 
The nominees were publicly announced on 
Sunday, April 11th, at the Nominees’ Recep-
tion. The formal gala took place on Thursday, 
May 6th, 2010, recognizing the outstanding 
leadership and talents of women in our com-
munity.

Photographer: Andrea Norberg

June Zimmer

Photographer: Cal Fehr
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Faculty of Education students attended 
the annual Spring Student Awards 

Reception recognizing outstanding academic 
achievement on Friday, April 9, 2010 at the 
Terrace Rotunda, Innovation Place.  

The Dean of Education, Dr. James McNinch, 
and Associate Deans, Dr. Sal Badali and Dr. 
Heather Ryan, were in attendance for the 
event.  Faculty and staff were also on hand 
to represent the various Education programs 
including SUNTEP, First Nations University, 

and the Baccalauréat en éducation.  Each 
student was presented a certificate 
recognizing academic achievement attained 
in 2009.  Congratulations to all students!

~by Kristina Lee

 Education Student Awards Reception

Education Students who recieved 
Awards of Excellence for 2009

Dean McNinch 
congratulates students

Erin Kramer (SUNTEP)

Karen Jarowicz  Jed Huntley (SUNTEP) 

 Don Hall Photography

Melissa Normand
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interviews, presenting at conferences and 
high schools, and most importantly, by 
engaging in personal conversations with 
potential students to the CFA program.

Roxanne is an avid volunteer who is 
currently involved with various committees 
for the Regina Mental Health Association. 
Both women are currently volunteers in a 
dissertational self-advocate research project 
as co-researchers.  Jana and Roxanne’s quick 
smiles, gentle natures, and caring attitudes 
have made them welcome additions in each 
of the classes they have audited; however, 
this could not have been realized without the 
willingness of their non-disabled classmates 
who mentor and befriend them with the 
respect and acceptance they deserve as 
valued persons of the campus commmunity.  
Congratulations Jana and Roxanne!

Jana Friel and Roxanne Cherpin are 
the first graduates of the Campus For 

All program.  Campus For All (CFA) is an 
Inclusive Post Secondary Education (IPSE) 
program providing adults who have an 
intellectual disability with the opportunity 
to audit classes at the University of Regina, 
to improve their literacy skills, and to make 
social connections with other students.  

Jana has audited courses for 4 years, and 
Roxanne has audited courses for 3 years.   
Both Jana and Roxanne live independently. 
Their inclusive post secondary education 
goals were to improve their literacy 
skills, become familiar with the campus 
and all it has to offer, as well as develop 
friendships. Both frequently verbalize that 
the CFA program has been an “awesome 
experience,” so much so, that they have 
become strong advocates for the program 
by participating in TV and newspaper 

President Vianne Timmons with 
Campus For All graduates, 

Roxanne Cherpin and Jana Friel

~From Joan McCulloch’s 
reading for the convocation

 Campus For All Graduates
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‘Bridging’ to Malawi: Two Weeks in January on 
a TEVET Reform Project Study Tour

Even though the journey to Malawi took 
more than 36 hours, it was not difficult 

to remember the cold January departure in 
Regina. Being greeted by the sunshine and 
warm 30-degree air—not to mention the 
warm Malawian people— was a welcome 
change from our wintry landscape back home. 

But this trip was not about an escape to 
the sunshine and tourist attractions of this 
small, beautiful country in the southern 
part of Africa. For me, this trip had a three-
fold purpose. I accompanied the ‘regulars’ 
(Abu Bockarie, Elaine McNeil, and Rosetta 
Khalideen) on this particular TEVET Reform 
Project mission to work on three specific 
Work Breakdown Structure (WBS) com-
ponents of the 6-year Tier 1 CIDA-funded 
socio-economic development project at 
The Polytechnic, University of Malawi.

Firstly (and primarily), I was there to work on 
the development and implementation of a 
bridging program in mathematics and sci-
ence for women (WBS 760). I was informed 
in advance of the trip that my main goal was 
to develop the program for students of The 
Polytechnic, but that I would be working with 
Dr. Nellie Mbano from Chancellor College 
(another campus of the University of Malawi, 
located in Zomba, just an hour’s drive north 
of the Polytechnic in Blantyre) to create one 
bridging program that could be delivered at 
both of these University of Malawi colleges.

Prior to leaving Canada, I conducted research 
into other bridging programs worldwide and 
collected a number of resources to bring with 
me in my (initially absent) luggage. (Now I 
fully understand the value of a large carry-
on!) I reasoned that the initial research and 
resource collection would help me hit the 
ground running when I arrived in Malawi, and 
it did (sort of). However, during my first day 
of working with my Malawi counterparts, 
I found myself frequently saying “if only 
I had placed that book in my carry-on…”. 
Anyway, it all turned out fine since my lug-
gage actually arrived before I even needed 
to wash my travel clothes for a third time.

The bridging program team (myself, Dr. Nellie 
Mbano, Dr. Lillian Sankhulani, and Dr. Nancy 
Chitera) met each day for about 6-7 days, with 
the end result being a working document for 
the curriculum of the bridging program. We all 
worked quite enthusiastically and diligently as 
a group, taking only the occasional break for 
a scenic drive up Mt. Zomba—I was told that 
this trip could not be all work and no play.

We concluded our time together by agree-
ing to each fully develop the contents of 
two bridging program modules (including 
all resources, activity details, etc.), which we 
recently completed and submitted at the 
end of April. At the time of writing this piece 
(May 2010), the team is meeting to review 
all the module materials and to hold “train 
the trainer” sessions in preparation for the 
first offering of the bridging program this 
June at Chancellor College. The first offer-

A ‘Bridging’ to Malawi Experience

Continued on page 9



And finally, the third purpose of my visit to 
Malawi was to participate in the Project Steer-
ing Committee meeting (WBS 900), as the 
official CIET Board representative on the PSC. 

All in all, the experience in Malawi was truly 
rewarding and I appreciate having the
opportunity to be involved in this impor-
tant TEVET Reform partnership project. 

~by Dr. Kathy Nolan
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ing of the program at The Polytechnic is 
scheduled for later this year or early 2011.

The second component of the TEVET Re-
form project that was part of my study tour 
to Malawi was to begin consultations with 
the mathematics curriculum team as they 
worked to renew curriculum in the various 
degree programs in the Department of Tech-
nical Education, at The Polytechnic (WBS 
330). The two key members of this curricu-
lum team with whom I met in Malawi are 
pictured with me in the photo: Dr. Nancy 
Chitera and Dun Kasoka. The renewal team 
was planning a week-long working retreat 
in early February, so my meeting with them 
in January mainly provided an opportunity 
for them to share initial directions in the 
renewal process and for me to find out how I 
could best assist them once back in Canada. 

Dr. Kathy Nolan,  Dr. Nancy Chitera, 
and Dun Kasoka

A ‘Bridging’ to Malawi Experience continued
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Community-Based Master’s Graduation

At a special celebration event in La Ronge 
on May 29, all 24 students who entered 

the NORTEP cohort of the Community-Based 
Masters Program in July 2007 were honored 
for successfully completing the program.  
Close to 500 people, family members and 
friends of the graduates, gathered together 
from all over northern Saskatchewan for a 
truly northern celebration of the graduates 
from the first-ever graduate program to be 
offered in the North.  Dr. Michael Tymchak 
(SIDRU) and Dr. David Friesen were the MCs 
for the evening and started the celebration by 
introducing each member of the class, spe-
cifically referring to their final action research 
project.  Guest speakers were Keith Goulet, 
one of the first faculty members of NORTEP, 
later a cabinet minister in the Government 
of Saskatchewan, and currently a PhD stu-
dent at the University of Regina, and Rosalie 
Tsannie-Burseth (MEd, U of Regina), formerly 
Chief of Hatchett Lake Dene First Nation and 
currently working with other First Nations.  
Both speakers reflected on their own journeys 
in education, recognizing the importance of 
this celebration as a milestone in northern 
Aboriginal education. The grads presented 
individual members of the class using Power-
Point.  A song for the graduates was present-
ed by Darwin Roy, and 14-year-old fiddler, 
Tristen Durocher, entertained everyone with 
several lively numbers.  Dr. David Friesen 
received some unique art pieces from the 
graduating class in recognition of his leader-
ship in designing and delivering this innova-
tive graduate program in northern Saskatch-
ewan.  The students met with David for a last 

class the morning of the graduation.     

The graduates* of the program are:

Loretta Ballantyne Pelican Narrows
Leda Corrigal  Beauval/La Ronge
Melissa Cromarty  La Ronge
Jackie Durocher  Buffalo Narrows
Gail Gardiner  Cole Bay
Deborah Gibson-Dingwall La Ronge
Doris Gunn  Prince Albert
Arlene Hansen  Beauval
Cheryl Herman  Prince Albert
Melva Herman  La Loche
Stephen King  La Loche
Darren Linklater  La Loche
Pauline McKay  Sturgeon Lake
Lily McKay-Carriere  Cumberland House
Minnie McKenzie   La Ronge
Grace McKenzie  Stanley Mission
Cheryl Morin   Pelican Narrows
Brandy Catarat  Buffalo Narrows
Guy Penney  La Ronge
Ronelda McCallum Buffalo Narrows
Pam Sanderson  La Ronge
Rosalena Smith  Pinehouse 
Walter Smith   La Ronge
Bonnie Werner  La Ronge

*Over half convocated with an MEd degree (Curriculum and 
Instruction) in Fall 2009 and Spring 2010 University of Regina 
Convocation; the remainder will convocate in Fall 2010.

“I was 
overwhelmed 

by the 
comments of 

the 
graduates 
who claim 
that their 

projects have 
resulted in 

personal, 
professional 

and 
community 

transforma-
tion to vari-

ous degrees.  
The Faculty 

of Education, 
University 

of Regina, is 
to be 

commended 
for taking 
the risk in 

moving off 
campus to 
deliver an 
MEd pro-

gram.” 
 ~Dr. Friesen



Dr. Rod Dolmage is 
our new Associate 

Dean, Research and 
Graduate Programs, 
following 
Dr. Warren Wessel who 
completed his term as 
Associate Dean in June 
of 2010.  

Dr. Dolmage  is a 
professor in 

Educational Administration. He  teaches 
educational administration (educational law, 
the politics of education and change theory) 
in the Faculty of Education, University of 
Regina. He is currently Director of the Cen-
ter for International Education and Training 
(CIET). He is former Chair of the Educational 
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Administration Subject Area and former Chair 
of Graduate Programs in Education. Before he 
came to the University of Regina, Dr. Dol-
mage was a secondary English Language Arts 
and Theatre Arts teacher in Saskatchewan, 
a college administrator (adult special educa-
tion) in British Columbia, and an Associate 
Professor of Educational Policy Studies at the 
University of Western Ontario. Dr. Dolmage is 
the author of So You Want to Be a Teacher: The 
Guide to Teaching as a Career Choice in Canada, 
is a former Acting Editor-in-Chief of the Edu-
cation & Law Journal and Editor-in-Chief of 
the Journal of Educational Administration and 
Foundations. His current research and writing 
interests include educational policy, politics 
and law; the media and the courts in develop-
ment of public policy related to education; 
and international education.

Lori Eastmure (left) with
 Yukon Northern Teacher Education Program

  graduates and 
Dr. Carol Schick, U of R (centre)

Special thanks to Dr. Warren Wessel for his accomplishments and service
 in his term as Associate Dean, Research and Graduate Programs

New Associate Dean



Among many 4th-year students 
who will be interning this Fall 

2010 semester, there are six education 
students preparing for international 
internships:  Iris Torgunrud, Dallas Foreman,                                                
James Meyers, Morgan Wasylyk, 
Joanna Lukomski, and Jillian Weseen.  

Iris Torgunrud will travel to Cardenas, a city 
in the southern Mexican state of Tabasco 
where she will complete her internship at 
Colegio Latino. Ms. Torgunrud will have 
the opportunity to work with elementary 
children and will teach English as a Foreign 
Language (EFL) classes, as well as other 
subject areas in either Spanish or English.     
Ms. Torgunrud’s special knowledge of both 
Spanish and English makes this a suitable 
internship for her. This international 
experience is possible through Dr. Andrea 
Sterzuk’s  collegial relationship with Dr. 
Izquierdo Sandoval, a faculty member 
from  la Universidad Juárez Autónoma de 
Tabasco (UJAT), a university located in 
Villahermosa, a neighbouring city in Tabasco.   
 
Dallas Foreman, James Meyers, Morgan 

Wasylyk, Joanna Lukomski, and Jillian 
Weseen will travel to England to complete 
their internships at Penair School in 
Truro, Cornwall.  Dr. Twyla Salm, Director 
of Professional Development and Field 
Experiences, arranged the internships 
through her collegial relationship with 
Dr. Barbara Vann, Headteacher at Penair 
School.  “The school is a progressive school 
with an integrated health centre,” says Dr. 
Salm.  “Penair considers itself a ‘teaching 
school’—a concept we tend to associate 
with ‘teaching hospitals,’”  explains Dr. 
Salm.  It has a well-established system for 
supporting interns and novice teachers.  This 
opportunity was advertised and five students 
were selected from among the applicants.  

Learning how others navigate the issues 
which arise in teaching—bridging theory 
and practice, applying instructional methods 
and designs, integrating aspects of the 
curriculum, supporting interns and novice 
teachers in the school environment—
adds value to the schools that eventually 
hire students who’ve experienced 
teaching in an international setting.  

 International Internships
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Vernon Ah Kee Inspired Art Exhibit 

Arts Education students 
worked in collabora-

tion with Ms. Erin Challice’s 
Grade 1/2 class from McNeil 
Elementary School to produce 
and present the Face-to-
Face art exhibit, inspired by 
Australian artist, Vernon Ah 
Kee. Like Ah Kee, students 
observed and contemplated 
heritage using a combination 
of photograph, a square can-
vas on black on white conte, 
and text. Arts Ed students 
benefitted by learning about 
young children’s image mak-
ing processes.
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Council
G.U.E.S.S. rep: Mark Regneir
G.U.E.S.S. rep: Kelly Gerein
ECE rep: Candy Lam
ECE rep: Amanda Baker
Music Ed rep: Sarah Creurer
Bac rep: Brady Moore
Arts Ed rep: Erika Folnovic
FNUC rep: Steven Swan
Elementary Ed rep: Amber Lisoway
Middle Years rep: Kyle Rosbrook
Secondary rep: Amanda Hagman
Lounge Director: Kristine Kostynik
Mentorship Program Director: 
Randee Patton
Social rep: Kylie Kruger
Social rep: Samantha Douglas
STF rep: Derek Manson
STF rep: Sophie Brisbois
General rep: Kimberly Maga

For current E.S.S. news and events go to
http://ureginaess.blogspot.com/
 

Education Students’ Society

The Education Students’ Society (E.S.S.)
is enhancing and developing student 

life in many ways. Mariah Perkins, President 
says, “We offer funding to assist education 
students who are wanting to attend 
conferences to further their professional 
development; First Aid and CPR course up-
grades and full courses (paying for a portion 
of the cost), as well, the E.S.S. sponsors vari-
ous other professional development events 
such as the PD day held on March 25th on 
SMART Board Technology.”

Perkins adds that the E.S.S. organizes an 
Education Social where students meet with 
representatives from different school districts 
across the province so that they have an op-
portunity to prepare themselves for future 
interviews, ask questions, and network. 

Further, the E.S.S. organizes a variety of 
fundraisers throughout the year. “Some are 
international,  like the Schools for Sudan 
Walk-a-Thon and Hugs for Haiti, and others 
are geared towards organizations in Regina,” 
says Perkins.  The E.S.S. also has a mentor-
ship program for first year students.

This years  executive and council include:

Executive
President:  Mariah Perkins
VP of Communications: Robin Howell
VP of Finance:  Lynda-Rae Miller
VP of Academic and Professional Affairs:                                    
Hope Rudiak
VP of Social: Bradie Mann
Secretary: Katie Campbell



Fall 2010 SIDRU seminars

Sep-15 Norm Yakel  & 
Ann Kipling Brown

Professional Development of Individuals Engaged in Pre-
Service Teacher Education Within a Rural Setting

Sep-22 Barbara McNeil What’s New in the Teaching Preparation Centre? 
Sep-29 Barbara Keirnes-

Young, 
Don Hoium et.al.

New Initiative: Teacher Collaboration  

Oct-06 Val Mulholland What 10 Years of Post-Internship Case Studies Have Taught 
Me About Preparing Teacher Candidates for the Field

Oct-13 Oleksandra Bielenka 
& Fatima Pirbhai-
Illich

Increasing Opportunities: Teachers’-in-Training Experiences 
in Building Relationships With Youth in Alternative 
Educational Settings

Oct-20 Larry Steeves, et al. Teacher Recruitment and Retention: A Comparison of a First 
Nations and a Saskatchewan School Jurisdiction

Oct-27 Laurie Carlson Berg Inclusion of Newcomers to Fransaskois Schools: Teacher 
Perspectives

Nov-03 Andrea Sterzuk Indigenous English and Standard Language Ideology: 
Towards a Postcolonial View of English in Teacher education

Nov-10 Lyle Benko Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) and its 
upcoming IMPACT on Saskatchewan Education

Nov-17 Cheri Cowan and
Fatima Pirbhai-Illich

Reflections of Teacher Education: Affordances of CMD

Nov-24 Keith Goulet Part 2: Cree Nehinuw Methodology and  Research
Dec-08 TBA SIDRU End-of-Semester Seminar Luncheon (RSVP)
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Fall SIDRU Seminar Schedule



equally between the Faculty of Education and 
Counselling Services. In 1994 he returned to 
the Faculty of Education on a full-time basis.

Dr. Bernard Laplante, re-
tired in June 2010. 

Dr. Laplante began his teach-
ing career in 1972 as a French 
immersion teacher. In 1987, 
he started his academic career 
at the University of Saskatch-
ewan. In 1995, he joined  the 

Faculty of Education at the U of R where he 
has taught classes in science and mathemat-
ics methods and environmental geology in 
French. Since June 2003, he was Director of 
the Baccalauréat en education (Bac Program) 
at the Faculty of Education.
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Dr. Norm Kuhns retired in 
June 2010.  Dr. Kuhns is 

trained as a counselling psy-
chologist and has expertise 
in theories of counselling and 
personality, ethical practice, 
and strategies related to 
individual, family, and group 

counselling. Dr. Kuhns began his career 
teaching middle years, then mathematics in 
secondary school, before attending graduate 
school to become a professional counsellor. 
Dr. Kuhns spent his first 2 years at the 
U of R teaching in the elementary and mid-
dle-years programs. During the 3rd year of his 
tenure at the university, he accepted an invite 
to become the Associate Director of Counsel-
ling Services which resulted in a joint-appoint-
ment arrangement where his time was shared 

Retirements 

Faculty of Education to the work she will do 
as an administrator.  

Dr. Paul Kolenick has 
diligently served the 

Faculty of Education as 
Assistant Professor in Adult 
Education and Human 
Resources. He is currently 
committing himself to 
research and writing in the 

area of community-based and citizenship 
education, in addition to sessional teaching, 
intern supervision, and graduate student 
committees.

Farewells

Darlene Solie was 
seconded to the Faculty 

of Education as an instructor 
in Health, Outdoor, and 
Physical Education for a 2-year 
term.  However, she has now 
completed her 11th year in 
the HOPE subject area in the 

Faculty of Education. She is ready for a new 
challenge, once again, and is returning to the 
Regina Catholic School Division as a Principal 
at St. Michael’s Community School.  She is 
looking forward to supporting interns and 
novice teachers, bringing all the experience 
she has gained through her work with the 

Best wishes 
Norm, 

Bernard, 
Darlene,  

and Paul, 
as you move 

to the next 
phase of 

your 
journey.
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SIDRU Educational Research 
and Professional 

Development Fund Recipients

General Research Fund

Dr. Laurie Carlson Berg 

Teacher Change Through Anti-Oppressive 
Education ($2,911.15)

Dr. Carol Schick

A Study of Principals’ Perceptions of Racism 
in Their Schools ($3,500)

Partnerships/Community-Based Educational 
Fund

Dr. Larry Steeves

Teacher Recruitment and Retention in a First 
Nation Tribal Council and a Provincial School 
Division: A Comparative Study ($5,000)

Dr. Norman Yakel

An Act of Arts Education: The Joining of 
Communities ($5,000)

SSHRC-CURA 
Recipients

Dr. Ann Kipling Brown, PhD candidate Carol 
Casswell, Dr. Marc Spooner and Dr. Norman 
Yakel.

The CURA Project titled, Creativity and 
Innovation in Saskatchewan:  A Comparative 
Study, was led by  The Faculty of Education is 
partnering with Johnson-Shoyama Graduate 
School of Public Policy, the Saskatchewan 

Arts Board; SaskCulture Inc.; Ministry of 
Tourism, Parks, Culture and Sport; and the 
Ministry of Education. ($20,000)

HRI  Recipients

Peta White 

“Socioecological Pedagogies: Current Re-
search and Practice” at the 38th Annual North 
American Association for Environmental Edu-
cation (NAAEE) Conference and 6th Annual 
Research Symposium in Portland, Oregon, 
October 2009— Student Travel Award

Heather Ritenburg

“Frozen Landscapes: A Foucauldian Genealo-
gy of the Ideal Dancer’s Body” at the 32nd An-
nual Conference of the International Society 
of Dance History Scholars in Stanford, Califor-
nia, 19-22 June 2009 — Student Travel Award

Lace Brogden

“A core without French:  Mapping in/equali-
ties of access to bilingual citizenship through 
French Immersion education”  — Research 
Award ($1500)

SoTL President’s Teaching and 
Learning Scholars 2009/2010

Dr. Xia Ji

Connecting University Science Learning with 
Community Energy Education

Research Grants

Continued on page 17



Page 18

Dr. Paul Kolenick

The Cohort Approach to Graduate Studies:  
Implications and Opportunities

Dr. Twyla Salm

Evaluating Pedagogical Significance of an 
Instructional Strategy on Second Life as a 
Teaching and Learning Space for Students 
and Faculty.

Dr. Marc Spooner

Examining Inter-Institutional Collaborations 

and Learning- Enhances Re-Presentations of 
Classroom Interactions: Teaching and Learn-
ing Initiative

Dr. Stirling  McDowell 
Foundation

Milissa Gavel, Dr. Ann Kipling Brown, Lisa Len-
kart and  Dr. Norman Yakel 

Teachers’ Role and Preparation in the Profes-
sional Development of Pre-Service Teachers in 
a Rural Setting ($9,085)

Research Grants

Grads: Sandra, George, Mary, Margaret, Lucy, Christine,
Jeannie, Jesse, Lutgard, and Maureen

           Elder Gyta Inuksuk, lighting qulliq

The Nunavut Teacher Education Program (NTEP) graduates of a U of R Bachelor of Education 
degree program (shown above) take their degree program in the North as the result of a 
partnership between Nunavut Arctic College and the University of Regina.
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Cori Saas was awarded the University 
of Regina President’s Medal at the 

Spring Convocation ceremony held Friday, 
June 11, 2010.  This award is presented to 
a student receiving their first degree who 
has shown academic excellence as well as 
major leadership in and commitment to 
extra-curricular activities while a student. 

Cori has a passion for inclusive education 
which resulted in her being hired as a 
research assistant to prepare a literature 
review regarding “How Saskatchewan 
Schools Build Communities.”  She 
subsequently spent time observing in a 
high school alternate education classroom 
designed around the Martin Brokenleg’s   
Circle of Courage model and, as a result, 
filmed and produced a video that was 
ultimately part of a submission that won 
a national award for the teacher of that 
program.  While still a student at the 
university, Cori was hired as a special 

 Recipient of the President’s Medal

tutor for an elementary at-risk student.

Cori’s love for outdoor education has 
prompted her involvement as a member 
of the Board of Directors for the 
Saskatchewan Burrowing Owl Interpretive 
Centre.  For 3 years, she has volunteered 
as a guest presenter at Wings over 
Wascana Outdoor Education Workshop 
for elementary students.  Cori integrated 
her outdoor education geocaching 
skills into a Visual Art/Identity Unit as 
part of her pre-internship experience 
at John Chisolm Alternate High School 
in Moose Jaw (Cori’s hometown).1 

Cori has integrated her enthusiasm for 
technology by developing and teaching 
a mini-unit about endangered animals to 
Grade 6 students in the USA by means of 
Skyping, blogging, and voice threads.  As 
part of her internship, Cori arranged for 
U of R education student blog partners 
with her students in her Grade 8 class.

Cori graduated in December 2009 and has 
been developing her interests in inclusive 
and outdoor education and technology 
in the classroom in her current term high 
school position at Rouleau School.  Cori’s 
biggest source of pride is her 13-year-old 
daughter. Cori hopes to obtain a regular 
teaching position, perferably in a high 
school alternate education postion.

1 To read more about Cori’s pre-internship experience, see page 
7 of the Spring/Summer 2009 edition of this Newsletter <http://
education.uregina.ca/assets/documents/News%20and%20
Events/2009SpringSummer-Newsletter-EducUofR.pdf>

Cori Saas, Winner of the  President’s 
Award with President Vianne Timmons


