
President’s Message – January 2011 
 
Welcome back to a new semester and to the beginning of 2011!  
 
As we continue our work on the strategic plan, mâmawohkamâtowin: Our Work, Our People, Our 
Communities, I am committed to building and promoting experiential learning – including global 
opportunities – for all students.  
 
As the Chair of the Board for the Canadian Bureau of International Education, I strongly believe that the 
best university is one in which students from many different countries and cultures come together to 
share ideas and learn from each other. Our curriculum reflects the ever-changing international 
perspective and we provide many opportunities for international students to learn on campus and for 
local students to explore the world beyond.  
 
The Faculty of Arts’ International Studies Program is just one example of internationally-focused 
education available at the University. This interdisciplinary program combines courses from various 
departments encouraging students to learn about and understand global processes and structures that 
connect countries and regions of the world. The program allows students to study from five different 
concentrations: Asian Studies, European Studies, Latin American Studies, Development Studies and 
International Affairs. 
 
The University has 340 students from countries as far away as China, Japan, Korea, Nigeria, Thailand and 
Saudi Arabia registered in English as a Second Language (ESL) in the winter semester. We are also home 
to a growing number of international undergraduate and graduate students from over 65 countries – 
the University has more than 1400 international students – and dozens of visiting scholars from around 
the world.  When we walk the halls it’s clear that our University is a dynamic place with a diverse 
student body and a global reputation for world-class teaching and research.  
 
Students looking for an internationally-focused education beyond campus can take part in international 
internships or study opportunities just as Bachelor of Arts (Journalism) student Barbara Woolsey is 
doing. She is currently working at the Bangkok Post in Thailand. (Follow her adventure at YOURblog –  
http://www2.uregina.ca/yourblog/).  
 
Our international perspective is developed and nurtured through partnership agreements that the 
University of Regina has with other educational institutions around the world. We have 122 agreements 
with 28 countries, making it possible for our students, faculty, researchers and staff to learn, work, visit 
and teach outside of Canada and for people from other countries to experience all that the University of 
Regina has to offer.  
 
Continuing opportunities for our students is a commitment that the University will expand over the 
coming years and is an important part of our international offerings. In November, I expanded 
opportunities to study at the University of Regina when I travelled to India as part of a large delegation 
of presidents from universities across Canada.  As part of our India-specific initiatives at the Presidents' 
Roundtable in New Delhi, I announced the creation of a $100,000 scholarship fund for students from 
India wishing to enter the University in any undergraduate program. Additionally, we are the only 
university in Canada with $100,000 dedicated to domestic students seeking international experience. 
  
 



 
I find it so rewarding to support international students – so many of whom find success at the University 
of Regina. Take engineering student Victor Guredam, from Nigeria, who is on a co-operative work term 
in Calgary with Enbridge Pipeline Inc. He recently founded the “Seaview Poetry Society” which raises 
money for charity through poetry readings. 
 
Our students, our faculty, and our staff are doing great things to make the University of Regina a diverse, 
welcoming institution that offers endless opportunities. The University of Regina is makings its mark 
globally because of you! 
 
Vianne Timmons 
 

 


