
President’s Message – June 2013 

At our 39th annual Spring Convocation which is being held over the next three days, we will 
celebrate the achievements of the 1875 students who form the largest graduating class in the 
University of Regina’s history.   I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all of them 
as they join the family of 62,000 University of Regina alumni.  

At each Convocation ceremony, we take time to recognize a group of award-winning students 
whose academic performance has been especially noteworthy, and this spring is no exception. I 
would like to tell you a bit about some of those students.   

Among the award recipients is Jenel Markwart, who will receive the President’s Medal for 
having demonstrated the strongest combination of academic excellence and extra-curricular 
leadership during her undergraduate degree.  Jenel is graduating with Great Distinction with a 
Bachelor of Education Elementary through the Saskatchewan Urban Native Teacher Education 
Program (SUNTEP). She has been honoured with many scholarships and awards throughout her 
undergraduate career, and received the Academic Gold Scholarship in each year of her studies. A 
tireless volunteer, she continues to devote time to many causes.  As a volunteer with Campus for 
All, for example, she has mentored University of Regina students with intellectual disabilities.  
She has also volunteered with the Riel Métis Council’s Métis Youth and Children Jigging Group, 
which uses traditional dance to teach youth about values inherent in Métis culture.  

The Governor General's Academic Gold Medal recognizes the most outstanding academic 
performance by a graduate student. This year’s recipient is Cassidy McFadzean, who graduates 
with a Master of Arts in Creative Writing and English degree. Cassidy has been the recipient of 
numerous graduate awards and scholarships, including the Dr. Morris Shumiatcher Scholarship 
in English and a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Canada Graduate 
Scholarship. 
 
The Governor General's Academic Silver Medal is awarded to the undergraduate student who 
achieves the highest academic standing in a bachelor's degree program. The recipient at this 
Convocation is Laurie Berglund, who is also this year's recipient of the Saskatchewan Teachers’ 
Federation Prize. Laurie is graduating with a Bachelor of Education in Elementary, with Great 
Distinction.  

Congratulations to these award recipients, and to all of our student award winners. A list of 
students who will be receiving other major awards at Convocation is available at: 
http://www.uregina.ca/external/communications/releases/current/nr-06042013.html  
 
In addition to honouring our graduates, Spring Convocation will also recognize three people who 
will receive the highest distinction the University of Regina can bestow – an honorary degree.  
Frank Flaman, Art Opseth and Linda Rankin are the deserving recipients who will be honoured 
at Convocation. To learn more about our honorary degree recipients, please go to:  
http://www.uregina.ca/external/communications/releases/current/nr-06052013b.html 
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The first day of Convocation coincides with a meeting of Senate, at which time a new Chancellor 
will be elected. I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the outstanding 
contributions of our outgoing Chancellor, Dr. William F. Ready.  
 
During his tenure as Chancellor, Dr. Ready has played a key role in the academic and 
administrative governance of our University.  In his work, he has always been a strong supporter 
of our students – of whom he has admitted more than 13,000 to Convocation over the past six 
years.  He has served as a wonderful ambassador for the University of Regina, and truly 
embodies the University’s motto – As One Who Serves.  Please join me in thanking Dr. Ready 
for all he has done for the University of Regina.  
 
I look forward to this year’s Convocation ceremonies, and again wish to offer my 
congratulations to our graduating class.  On behalf of everyone at the University, I wish you all 
the best for the future.  Thank you for everything you have contributed to the University of 
Regina during your time on our campus. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Vianne Timmons  
President and Vice-Chancellor 
 


