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Academic searches 
 
The 2007-08 academic searches in the Faculty of Arts are now complete. 
 

Department Search Status Appointed 
ANTH Tenure-track Complete Dr S Kuehling 
ECON Tenure-track Complete Dr J Childs 
ECON Tenure-track Complete Ms V Galushko 
ECON Tenure-track Complete (term appointment) Mr J Wright 
ENGL Tenure-track Complete Ms C Nazarian 
ENGL Tenure-track Complete Dr H Meek 
ENGL Term Complete Ms B Beckman-Long 

JRN Tenure-track Complete (term appointment) Ms P Elliott 
JS Tenure-track Complete Dr A Patenaude 

PSCI Term Complete  Dr M Hewson 
RLST Tenure-track Complete Mr K Bond 
SOC Term Complete Mr A Magnan 
SOC Term Complete  Mr S Alfaro 

 
Following consultations with Dean’s Executive and the Budget Advisory Committee of the Faculty, a 
request for authorization has been submitted to the Vice-President (Academic) for 2008-09 tenure-track 
searches in English, International Studies, Journalism, Political Science, Psychology (2 positions), and 
Sociology/Social Studies. Several term appointments are also under active consideration, partly in 
response to secondments of colleagues to administrative posts outside the Faculty. 

 
 

News of faculty members and students 
 

Gennadiy Chernov (JRN) successfully defended his doctoral dissertation, “Convergence of Agenda-
Setting and Attitude-Change Approaches”, at the University of Oregon last week . . . as he concludes his 
term as Secretary-Treasurer of the Canadian Association of Chairs of English, Dr Cameron Louis is 
organizing & chairing a 30 May panel in Vancouver on “Aboriginal Faculty, Students, and Content in 
the English Department,” featuring Dr Jo-Ann Episkenew (ENGL/First Nations University) and 
Deanna Reder of SFU,  at the annual meeting of CACE … on 2 June at UBC, Kevin Bond (RLST) 
will present the paper “Marketing Miracles in Early Modern Japan” in the panel "History and Material 
Culture in Asian Religious Traditions" at the annual meeting of the Canadian Society for the Study of 
Religion … on the same day, Dr Bill Arnal (RLST) will be the respondent to Leif Vaage's paper 
“Moving Targets: Itinerancy, Z, and Early Christian History” at the annual meeting of the Canadian 
Society of Biblical Studies, also at UBC … Deidre Desmarais, a doctoral student in PSCI working 
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under the supervision of Dr Murray Knuttila, has been awarded an IPHRC Graduate Fellowship 
Award for 2008-09 . . . on Monday, Dr Katherine Arbuthnott (PSYC/Campion) presented 
“Environmental Behaviour Change: Attention, Intention, and Action,” at the RCE Conference of the 
Americas on “Knowledge and Innovation for Sustainability,” held at the University of Regina … Dr 
Gediminas Lankauskas (ANTH) will present a paper entitled “Sighting and Savouring the Soviet in 
Lithuania” at the 21st Conference for the Advancement of Baltic Studies, Indiana University, 
Bloomington, 29 May-1 June … Dr Nilgun Onder (PSCI) has published “The Turkish Project of 
Globalization and Regionalism” in Alternatives: Turkish Journal of International Relations  7 No. 2 & 3 
(Summer/Fall 2008) … 

 
 
 

Promotions 
 
The Faculty congratulates the following colleagues on their promotions to the rank of full professor, 
effective 1 July: Dr Joyce Green (PSCI), Dr Jeremy Rayner (PSCI), and Dr Andrew Stubbs 
(ENGL). The Faculty also congratulates Dr Chris Oriet (PSYC) on his promotion to the rank of 
associate professor. 

 
 

 
Dr Sylvain Rheault 
 
The Faculty expresses its sympathy to Dr Sylvain Rheault (FR) and his family on the death of Dr 
Rheault’s father. 

 
 
 

Report from Executive of Council, 21 May 2008 
 
The BSc in economics that had been tabled at the April meeting of Executive passed unanimously. 
Among members of the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research acclaimed as representatives to 
Executive for two-year terms effective 1 July 2008 is Dr John Conway (SOC). A correction was noted 
(addition of co-op designation) to the record of a Campion Arts student on an earlier graduands’ list; the 
main graduands’ list for Spring Convocation was recommended and accepted. The Faculty’s verbal 
report to Executive touched on student and faculty successes as highlighted in the current issue of Arts 
& Minds, and on advance notice of the Missing Women Conference to be co-hosted in August by our 
Women’s Studies Program and Luther College with the support of numerous departments and units 
throughout the University.  

 
 
 

Spring convocation, 2008  
 
Convocation ceremonies are scheduled for Wednesday 4 June (FGSR, Business, Engineering, 
Kinesiology), Thursday 5 June (Arts, Fine Arts, Science), and Friday 6 June (CCE, Education, Social 
Work) … all Arts department and program heads are urged to attend at least one day, and to encourage 
their department members to do the same …. 
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Listed below are the degrees and certificates conferred in the Faculty of Arts from January 2008 to May 
2008, as of 20 May.  
 

JANUARY 2008  MAY 2008 
Bachelor of Arts 65  Bachelor of Arts 149 
Bachelor of Arts Honours 2  Bachelor of Arts Honours 51 
Bachelor of Human Justice 3  Bachelor of Arts in Journalism 15 
Bachelor of Arts in Police Studies 1  Bachelor of Journalism 7 
Bachelor of Arts Honours Certificate 2  Bachelor of Arts in Police Studies 3 
Certificate in Economics 17  Bachelor of Health Studies 3 
Certificate in German 1  Bachelor of Human Justice 20 
Certificate in Japanese 2  Certificat en français langue seconde 3 
Certificate in Spanish 2  Certificate in Economics 31 
Certificate in Criminal and Restorative 
Justice (Corrections and Public Safety) 

1  Certificate in German 1 

Total 96  Certificate in Indian Communication Arts 2 
   Certificate in Japanese 1 
   Certificate in Spanish 1 
   Total 287 

 
 

 
Faculty research in the news  
 
Examining our response to horrifying events 
By PAMELA COWAN 
Leader-Post  (23 May 2008, page A8) 
 

 
Murray Abrams, a grad student in the clinical psychology department at the U of R (left) speaks with Dr. Gordon 
Asmundson, who oversees his research in Asmundson’s office at U of R.  
 
 
Murray Abrams wants to know why some people freeze in fear. 
   “If you perceive your life is in danger or you’re about to die, it seems to drive this response,” said the 
clinical psychology grad student who is also a research assistant at the University of Regina’s Anxiety 
and Illness Behaviours lab. 
   People are familiar with the fight or flight response, but Abrams said there is little research available 
about why some humans freeze with fear when they’re confronted with a trauma. 
   “Possibly the most researched context is a sexual assault where the victims report being unable to 
move and they’re not able to fight their attacker and they can’t call out for help,” Abrams said. 
   He hopes to get some answers while he works on his master’s thesis Human Tonic Immobility: An 
exploration of three trauma contexts. 
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   “We’re looking at physical assaults, sexual assaults, motor vehicle accidents and other accidents as well 
as the unexpected death of a close family member or friend — all quite prevalent traumas in the general 
population,” Abrams said. 
   “In our lab, we study anxiety disorders and associated other medical and psychiatric disorders. Among 
them are things like chronic pain and post traumatic stress disorder, which is a focus on this study.” 
   Conducting his research under the supervision of the U of R’s Dr. Gordon Asmundson, Abrams is 
looking for 300 people, 18 to 65 years, to participate in his online study. 
   “It takes between 45 minutes to an hour to complete depending on how fast people read and also on 
their experience,” Abrams said. “One of the things we ask about is panic symptoms and if you’ve never 
had a panic attack you’ll answer no to that question and skip all the associated questions.” 
   Anyone interested in participating in the study can log in at www.aibl.ca, put the cursor over Research, 
click Online Surveys and then click Tonic Immobility and Trauma. 
   Abrams hopes to complete gathering his data within the next month. 
   “We guarantee anonymity and confidentiality,” he said. “If people are interested they can leave an e-
mail if they want a summary of the study, but that’s entirely optional.” 
   There won’t be a formal follow-up with participants, but he acknowledged that they may experience 
painful memories while completing the survey. 
   “Part of the ethical consideration is the provision that if people find they are having difficulty they can 
contact us and we will do whatever we can to help them, such as a referral,” Abrams said. 
   He said fear paralysis has been studied extensively in animals for a long time. 
   “If you take a chicken and turn it upside down you can hold it in the palm of your hand and it will just 
lay there in an odd posture,” Abrams said. “That’s a form of tonic immobility.” 
   When animals are in a life-anddeath situation, the theory is they freeze as a defence mechanism. 
   “Many predators such as hawks or the common house cat tend to lose interest if the prey doesn’t 
move ... There’s no volition involved, that’s the interesting thing,” Abrams said. “It’s fear driven it seems 
and spontaneous and it’s protective.” 
   He said it’s difficult to study tonic immobility in humans because the state can’t ethically be induced in 
people. 
   “I’m collecting data right now but I did a preliminary study for my honours thesis and that left us with 
as many questions as answers,” Abrams said. 
   His current research became possible after he received a scholarship from the Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research. 

 
 


