
Throughout 2011, the University of Regina celebrates 100 Years of Excellence in Education, a
century-long history of teaching and research -- a place where many generations have studied
and have gone on to succeed as innovators and leaders throughout the world.

“History tells us where we come from and where we are going. Paradoxically, it is about the
future as much as it is about the past,” says James Pitsula, history professor at the University of
Regina. “Historical commemoration has always been about identity building, taking pride in past
accomplishments and projecting forward a sense of purpose and mission. As individuals, we give
our lives meaning by telling stories about ourselves and then living out the narratives. The same
is true of institutions.”

The history of the College Avenue campus dates back to the early 1900s. The Methodist
church, the City of Regina and prominent Regina businessmen came together, discussed and
conceptualized the Regina College -- funds were raised soon after to make it a reality.

To demonstrate its support for the new college, Regina’s city council voted to donate a block of
land as a temporary home for the college until the permanent buildings were constructed. The
recently vacated Victoria hospital on that site was used for the inaugural Regina College classes
in September 1911. That year, 27 students began studying business, chemistry, stenographics,
modern languages and physics. Construction began on 23 acres on the north side of Wascana
Lake and the new building was officially opened on October 14, 1912.

During the First World War, Regina College students, professors and faculty members joined
the military which began a tradition of service to the community that continues to this day and
embodies the motto, “As One Who Serves”.

Throughout World War II, Regina College, then a college of the University of Saskatchewan,
continued its tradition of military service. The College’s buildings were turned over to the Royal
Canadian Air Force as a training school from 1940-44. Classes were moved to rented quarters at
the Regina Trading Company.

Regina College grew considerably in the post-war years, as the student body and program
offerings expanded. In the fall of 1961, the University of Saskatchewan announced a
two-year program and in the fall of 1964, it announced a
three-year program. The following year a new and larger campus
opened on Wascana Parkway. The name “Regina College”
ceased to exist as the growing institution became the
“University of Saskatchewan - Regina Campus.” In 1974,
the institution became the independent degree-granting
University of Regina. Despite this change, however, the
original buildings on College Avenue remained in use,
housing classrooms for students and today provide a
home to the University of Regina’s Centre for Continuing
Education and the Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of
Public Policy, serving the needs of our larger community.

The University now boasts more than 56,000 alumni,
and is home to 12,000 full-time and
part-time students. With a growing
national reputation for excellence
in teaching and research, the
University of Regina has expanded
to 10 faculties and 25 academic
departments.

“Celebrating 100 years of
institutional successes and
growth lays the foundation
for another 100 years of
achievements,” says Pitsula.
“This is just the beginning of
many stories to come that we
will share with the community
whom have made the
University what it is today.”

To read a more detailed
adaptation on the history of
the University of Regina and
to participate in Centennial
celebrations, visit:
www.uregina.ca/news/centennial.php

This article was prepared with
reference to: http://ourspace.uregina.ca/
ReginaCollegeHistory/.
For further information about the
development of Regina College and the
history of the University of Regina,
please see Dr. James Pitsula’s book entitled
“As One Who Serves: The Making of the University
of Regina”.
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Thursday, January 20 7:30 p.m.
31st Annual James M. Minifie Lecture

“Time to take our journalism back”
Speaker: Anna Maria Tremonti
CBC Radio One host of The Current
Location: University Theatre, Riddell Centre (note: new
location)

Tremonti will address the threats to freedom of journalistic
expression. Free admission and free parking in lot 15 in
areas marked “M”.

For further information, contact the School of Journalism at
(306) 585-4420.

Wednesday, January 26 12 p.m.
Nourishing Thoughts Regina Food Bank Lecture

“The School of Wellness Community Health Challenge”
Speaker: Janet Bradshaw
Location: Regina Food Bank, Education Centre,
425 Winnipeg Street

The School of Wellness began as a community health
challenge and was developed as a program template for
other communities and organizations to use to increase
wellness. The eight to 12 week program gives participants
the knowledge and tools they need to live a healthier life.

Lunch is provided. Attendees are encouraged to bring an
item to donate to the Regina Food Bank.

For further information, contact the Centre for Continuing
Education at (306) 585-5801.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

- James Pitsula -

Regina College building circa 1914, which later became
the College Avenue Campus of U of R.
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