
Photos by University of Regina Photography Department.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

- Lisa Watson -

Regina College faculty and staff in 1915.
Photo courtesy of University of Regina Archives and

Special Collections.

Photos
byUniversityofRegina

PhotographyDepartm
ent.

Thursday, April 14 7 p.m.
Faculty of Science Lecture

“The Large Hadron Collider: Unraveling the Mysteries of
the Universe”
Location: Research and Innovation Centre, room 119
Speaker: Dr. Martin Beech

Conceived and constructed to test the best contemporary theories of
particle physics, the results from The Large Hadron Collider, now in its
second successful year of running, will provide novel insights into the
fundamental properties of matter and the mechanisms underlying the
behavior and the evolution of the cosmos.

In Beech’s talk, he will elaborate this newly emerging picture of
connectivity - a picture that seeks both to illuminate and trace the
deep roots that connect the macrocosm (the universe) and the
microcosm (the world of elementary particles).

For further information, contact Jacqui Lockert at (306) 585-4149.

Saturday, May 7 11 a.m.
Science Rendezvous at the University of Regina

As the signature event for the International Year of Chemistry,
Science Rendezvous will be held in 30 Canadian universities.
The Faculty of Science will engage and entertain the general
public by demonstrating everyone can do science! Participants
will have the opportunity to tour our state-of-the-art research
facilities in the new Research and Innovation Centre, enjoy
entertaining stage shows, get their hands dirty in hand-on
activities, and chat with scientists on current issues. There is
something for all ages and the whole family to enjoy!

Complimentary parking will be available in lots 8 and 15.

Registration will take place in the Laboratory Building on the
first floor on the day of event.

For further information, contact Stephen Chen at (306) 337-3290.

When you think of environmental research and what is considered to be eco-
friendly, you might of think scientists or engineers. At the University of Regina,
green research can be found in many of the faculty’s on campus. In the faculty
of business administration, associate professor Lisa Watson studies areas in
social marketing and consumer psychology that have led her to conduct research
relating to green topics.

Research and sustainability are overarching themes in the University’s strategic
plan, mâmawohkamâtowin: Our Work, Our People, Our Communities. As the
University community works together toward the common goals of the strategic
plan, the University positions itself to respond to the needs and aspirations of its
students, our communities and into the world around us.

“The University of Regina is part of many communities. Establishing a strong
reputation in national and global academic communities for our green research
expertise allows us to attract more students and researchers to Regina who are
interested in green research,” says Watson. “Knowledge transfer is also a big
part of what our University does: ‘As One Who Serves’ – working with local
businesses and government helps them to adopt green technologies and have
more sustainable processes.”

Watson’s research projects have included a green auto advertisement study
with the dean of business administration, Dr. Anne Lavack. Transport Canada,
with additional funding from Natural Resources, asked the pair to study unsafe
advertising messages in Canadian automotive advertising. Results to-date
indicate that some sort of environmental content occurred in 25 per cent of ads,
but were not a central focus of the advertising message. Watson says the results
may be misleading because fuel efficiency was the most frequent environmental
message but it was also associated with the cost of ownership and that most
ad content did not link it specifically to the environment. Watson plans to do a
follow-up study in September 2012.

Pollution Probe, an Ontario not-for-profit organization asked Watson to
conduct a literature review of green vehicle purchasing and the extent to which
the environment affects consumers’ purchasing. Watson says that what was
important to consumers was relatively consistent with ad content, demonstrating
that auto manufacturers know what consumers care about and develop their
ads accordingly. Results showed that the environment was only a secondary
consideration, with performance playing the most significant role and cost being
the second.

Watson was also asked to be a co-investigator on a Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council project relating to energy policy in Saskatchewan.
With some of the funding received Watson did a content analysis of Canadian
energy providers’ websites to see if their conservation campaigns were consistent
with what she knows about developing social marketing campaigns to change
behaviour. Results indicated the majority of current
campaigns don’t provide the most effective kinds
of motivation for change in behaviour.

“Green research leads to advances that make
it easier for us to make good choices. In terms
of behaviour change research, if we could get
everybody to make more sustainable choices
because they were relatively cheap and
easy, we could lower the costs of things
like electricity and reward sustainable
behaviour tangibly in the short term by
lowering prices.”

While Earth Day is April 22, the
University of Regina’s official blog
– YOURblog – is using the entire
month of April to show some of
the many ways the University
community contributes to
sustainability each and every day
through its teaching, research, and
campus life. You can find the blog
through the University of Regina’s
social media directory at
www.uregina.ca.

CENTENNIAL
SPOTLIGHT

Realize. Making students’ dreams come true. It’s our centennial and we’re in the mood to celebrate.

To commemorate 100 years of Excellence in Education, the University

of Regina announces the 2011 Matching Gift Program to support students

through scholarships and awards. Now, until December 31, 2011, eligible

award and scholarship donations will be matched by the University of Regina—

dollar for dollar, up to $10,000.

Scholarships and awards help support students in their pursuit of a successful

academic experience. They also help students facing financial challenges.

Eligible donors can designate their gift to any faculty or create a named award.

To find out more, visit our website at www.uregina.ca/campaign. Or, call us

at 306-585-4024, or toll-free at 1-877-779-4723.


