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WHAT’S HAPPENING

University of Regina convocation in 1970 with Prime
Minister John Diefenbaker (right). Photo courtesy of the

University of Regina Photography Department.
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May 11-13

Ninth annual College and University Retiree Associations of
Canada (CURAC) conference.

The University of Regina will host approximately 60 delegates
from across Canada who will be welcomed at the opening
reception by University of Regina President Vianne Timmons,
National President of CURAC Dr. John Meyer and President and
CEO of Tourism Saskatchewan Dr. Lynda Haverstock.

Keynote presentations at the conference include:

“The Aging Brain” by Dr. Max Cynader, director of the Brain
Research Centre at Vancouver Coastal Health Research Institute
and University of British Columbia. He has made important
contributions to understanding how early use or misuse of the
brain affects its functioning for life.

University of Regina’s Lifelong Learning Centre and Seniors’
University Group will be presenting at the Distinguished
Canadian Award banquet, at which Senator Pamela Wallin will
be honoured for her contributions to journalism and community
service. Wallin, a graduate of the University of Regina, has
received nine honorary doctorate degrees, as well as the
Saskatchewan Order of Merit.

“Threats to Democracy in Canada” by Dr. Shadia Drury, Canada
Research Chair in Social Justice at the University of Regina and
Dr. John Whyte, Senior Policy Fellow at the Johnson-Shoyama
Gradute School of Public Policy. Drury and Whyte will examine
subtle yet persistent attacks on democracy that threaten our
traditional values.

“Saving Medicare” by Dr. Ryan Meili, chair of the Social
Accountability Committee at the University of Saskatchewan and
Dr. Greg Marchildon, professor and Canada Research Chair in
Public Policy at the Johnson-Shoyama School of Public Policy at
the University of Regina. Meili and Marchildon will discuss the
threats to Medicare over the last decade.

To register, visit: www.curac.ca

For further information, contact Dale Johnson at
(306) 585-5439.

Art is traditionally presented through paint, sculpture, theatre and music. At the
University of Regina, technology is taking over the traditional mediums following
the creation of the ARTMakerapp, an application for the Apple IPad.

Dr. Norm Yakel, professor in the Faculty of Education and chair of the Arts
Education Program along with Carol Casswell, doctoral student in the Faculty
of Education’s graduate program conceptualized the project five years ago. Yakel
and Casswell believe that every person is capable of expressing ideas through the
creation of visual images. The ARTMakerapp provides an opportunity for amateurs
to turn their ideas into reality.

Based on their collective experiences over a number of years as arts educators in
elementary, secondary and post-secondary classrooms, the two developed the app
over a period of 10 months.

Released through the Apple store in December 2010, the ARTMakerapp provides
individuals aged preschool to seniors with a user friendly way to create their own art
work.

“Art teachers can use the app as a means of instruction, providing immediate
examples of technique, composition and the sequence of image production that can
be reviewed through the playback feature of the app,” says Yakel.

The use doesn’t stop there. Artists can use the app to sketch ideas for future
reference or to create new art forms. Images created can be sent to a professional
print service to create copies on paper or canvas of all sizes. Individuals can also
use the app to make notes and store them for future reference as they would with a
traditional notebook. Users can create one-of-a-kind greeting cards for all occasions,
create a plan for interior design or draw up plans for an outdoor landscape.

“The ARTMakerapp can better the lives of students, teachers and the community at
large as it provides a most unique and very approachable means to presenting ideas
and dreams for the 21st century - to accommodate each person as part of the global
visual dialogue,” said Yakel.

Best of all, the app is user-friendly. No instruction is necessary as the principles of
design and the basic elements of art are built into the function of the app. Individuals
are encouraged to explore, experiment and enjoy making images that will express
their ideas using only their finger to touch the screen to draw, paint and make pictures
that begin with imagination and turn to reality almost magically. Another means to
create unique images emerges by importing from personal photo collections or from
the internet and then embellishing the image, adding to the image by drawing over
the photo or tracing over the photo to generate a
one-of-a-kind piece of art.

“The ARTMakerapp was created specifically to provide access
to everyone interested in creating artwork through the use
of technology and to have the opportunity to
express their ideas and imagination with
professional-looking results,” said Caswell.

The University’s strategic plan,
mâmawohkamâtowin: Our Work, Our
People, Our Communities, outlines
its commitment to environmental
sustainability. Yakel and
Casswell share this value as “the
ARTMakerapp was produced
to serve as a resource for
educational settings, providing an
economical approach to artistic
production as an alternative
medium to the more traditional
forms such as paper, canvas, paint,
pencil, charcoal and pastels,” says
Caswell.

For information about the
ARTMakerapp, visit: www.
artmakerapp.com or download the
app from iTunes at
www.apple.com/itunes. - Dr. Norm Yakel and Carol Casswell -
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