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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - describes the functions of the Pigeon Society. 
         John:  This is May the 3rd, from John Hellson, Cardston, Alta.  
         Recordist John Hellson, Craig tape recorder, speed 15/16. 
          
         Informant, Mr. Bob Black Plume, discussing and reviewing the 
         earlier data received on the Pigeon Society of the Blood 
         Indians.   
          
         Diane:  The time you told him (John Hellson) a story you spoke 
         about Gray Horses.  Is that what they are called? 
          
         Bob:  Yes. 
          
         Diane:  What are they?  Are they Gray Horse Riders, is that 
         what you said?  Or pinto, no, Gray Horse. 
          
         Bob:  Gray Horse. 
          
         Diane:  Yes, what are they?  Are they a society, or are they 
         just or were they just called...? 
          
         Bob:  Wait, wait you misunderstood.  Was it the last time I 
         came?   
          
         Diane:  Yes, the time he (John Hellson) went to your house. 



          
         Bob:  Yes. 
          
         Diane:  You spoke about... 
          
         Bob:  Those, those, ah! 
          
         Diane:  Ah! 
          
         Bob:  Yes. 
          
         Diane:  The Gray Horse. 
          
         Bob:  Yes, wait, I am thinking about that. 
          
         Diane:  The Gray Horse Owners. 
          
         Bob:  Yes, I spoke about the Gray Horse Owners. 
          
         Diane:  Yes. 
          
         Bob:  Yes, I spoke about the Gray Horse Owners when they were 
         Pigeons, is that it? 
          
         Diane:  Yes, the time you were Pigeons. 
          
         Bob:  Yes, that is what they are called, the Gray Horse Owners. 
          
         Diane:  Are they a society? 
          
         Bob:  Yes, they're a society.  Yes, they're my friends.  We're 
         all of the same age.  Some of them are less in age and some are 
         more in age.  So we got together and we were called Gray Horse 
         Owners; so we were a society by our name.  So we were called 
         Gray Horse Owners.  We got together and we had a dance.  You 
         know that all societies have dances.  It's the same like the 
         No. 1 society.  They have names; it's the same.  An old man 
         stole a horse, a horse from another Indian tribe.  It was a 
         gray horse so that is how we got our name.  We have four older 
         friends in every society.  We choose whoever we think is a good 
         man, whoever is active and whoever will associate with us; so 
         we'll pick that man for a friend.  One of them told us, "I 
         stole a gray horse so I'll give the society a name by this 
         horse."  He had the horse carved out of wood and he dances with 
         it; he does a sham dance with it.  He took the horse... since I 
         am going to tell a story, I'll tell a story. 
          
         Diane:  Okay, you are just being questioned about the things 
         that you spoke about before. 
          
         Bob:  I know them.  He wanted to know about the Gray Horse 
         Owners.   
          
         Diane:  Yes. 
          
         Bob:  I told him when he starts that thing. 
          



         Diane:  He has taken you already. 
          
         Bob:  Oh!  He has taken me already, oh!  Is that it?  I thought 
         that he was just going to switch it on. 
          
         John:  Okay. 
          
         Diane:  Yes. 
          
         Bob:  Let him say when to start.  Time to start? 
          
         Diane:  Okay. 
          
         Bob:  We gathered together all of our friends and we had a 
         meeting and we said, "What shall we call ourselves?"  "The 
         Parted Hair, or Sioux society," they said.  We had four older 
         friends.  There is Many Swans and White Calf (Charlie Good 
         Rider), Bear Forearm (Tom Morning Owl), Little White Weasel 
          
          
         Calf.  Then Crow Spreading His Wings said, "You will have your 
         name by this."  He had a horse effigy which was carved out of 
         wood which he dances with.  It was a gray horse which he stole.  
         He said, "You will get your name by this I stole."  It's a 
         horse from another tribe.  Let it be a Crow Indian horse; it 
         could be a Crow Indian horse.  So he gave us the name by this 
         horse; so we were called Gray Horse Owners.  That's when we 
         formed the society.  So we were always called like that and 
         we're still called Gray Horse Owners.  When we got into the 
         Pigeon Society was new; that was new.  We were called Pigeons.  
         We haven't transferred our bundles.  We're still Pigeons; 
         that's how it is.  You must have known why we're called Gray 
         Horse Owners.  It was Many Swans.  He stole the horse.  You 
         always see him.  He dances with that gray horse; it's carved 
         out of wood.  He gave us the name Gray Horse Owners. 
          
         Diane:  Is that all? 
          
         Bob:  That's all. 
          
         Diane:  Shall I? 
          
         John:  Yes. 
          
         Diane:  You called a guy Wailing In The Woods (Ben Brewer), was 
         that his name? 
          
         Bob:  Yes, Wailing In The Woods, that was the one I called. 
          
         Diane:  You spoke about him. 
          
         Bob:  Yes, I did. 
          
         Diane:  You said he joined. 
          
         Bob:  Yes. 
          



         Di
  

ane:  The society that he joined before, what did he join 

mber before. 

joined in.  A bundle didn't have to be 
ansferred to him because his bundle was already transferred 

 him before; he was in another group.  He was very interested 

 bow and arrows.  So we were... because he was a 
geon member and us we were Pigeons.  He didn't transfer, he 

r faces were painted, is that what you said? 

.   

ook them for our partners.  Their faces were 

did their faces were painted? 

They're not painted 
 a special way.  Us, the Bear Pigeons, our eyes are painted 

       before?   
          

s a Pigeon before.          Bob:  He wa
          
         Diane:  Oh!  He was a Pigeon me
          
         Bob:  Yes, the Pigeons have bows and arrows. 
          
         Diane:  Yes. 
          
         Bob:  He just 
         tr
          
          
         to
         so he just joined in with his bow and arrows and so he was our 
         friend.  He was a Pigeon member.  He didn't transfer his 
         bundle.  He just joined in with his bundle, that Wailing In The 
         Woods (Ben Brewer).   
          
         Diane:  Yes. 
          
         Bob:  With his
         Pi
         just joined in because his former friends transferred their 
         bundles to us.  That's how it is. 
          

s.          Diane:  And the women Pigeon member
          
         Bob:  Yes. 
          
         Diane:  Thei
          
         Bob:  Yes, their faces were painted. 
          
         Diane:  Their faces were painted. 
          
         Bob:  Yes, their faces were painted
          
         Diane:  Yes. 
          
         Bob:  And we t

inted.            pa
          
         Diane:  How 
          
         Bob:  They are, they're painted all over.  
         in
         black with black ochre.  The rest are not painted like that. 
          
         Diane:  It's all like that.  What color is it? 
          
         Bob:  It's all one color; it's a real paint. 
          
         Diane:  Yes. 
          



         Bob:  Those. 
          
         Diane:  Real paint, yes. 

 painted too? 

 

r hands.  Us, we're painted all over.  We danced 

y been painted? 

 that. 

       John:  Yes. 

men, what was the color of the... 

b:  It's the same real paint.  We were painted all over with 

b:  The color of our Bear Pigeon, our eyes were painted 

, with a black strip down.  And the rest were not 
nes that have bow and arrows, their 

ces were painted the ordinary way, the men... 

ane:  And you said they took their wives.  You said that you 
 was in the centre. 

ane:  What kind, what kind of a tipi, tipi? 

stinct) 

ane:  Which ones owned it? 

          
         Bob:  Yes, real paint. 
          
         Diane:  Are their bodies
          
         Bob:  No, their faces are just painted.
          
         Diane:  Yes. 
          
         Bob:  And thei
         without our clothes.  We were painted all over with ochre.  
         That's how it is. 
          
         John:  How were the
          
         Diane:  Oh!  I think he already said
          
  
          
         Diane:  The 
          
         Bo
         it.   
          
         Diane:  Yes. 
          
         Bo
         black.   
          
         Diane:  And your mouth? 
          

b:  Yes         Bo
         painted like that.  The o
         fa
          
         Diane:  Yes. 
          

b:  They're the ones.          Bo
          
         Di
         all went to the tipi that
          
         Bob:  Yes. 
          
         Di
          

b:  (Indi         Bo
          
         Di
          
         Bob:  That is our home. 
          

ane:  The Pigeons.          Di
          



         Bob:  Yes, we pitched it in the centre. 

b:  A tipi.  We pitched it in the centre; that is where we 

.  We spend four days in there.  We 
ets and during the night we sang 

me songs and if our friends go scattering out we have to go 

b:  The tipi design, is that it? 

b:  The tipi design, is that what you're saying?  I lost that 

b:  Yes, the one that we pitched in the centre.  I lost that 

es, I don't remember how it is designed but it is a tipi 
sign.   

the owner of a rattle. 

he Pigeons.  He is our leader, the one that has a 
ttle.  It's a rattle that he has and the other one has a 

e carries it on his 
 So those two are our 

 is 
ng 

 
k 

 where we started from.  And where, and, and... they are our 

          
          
         Diane:  Yes, pitched it in the centre. 
          
         Bo
         stay. 
          
         Diane:  You sleep in there. 
          
         Bob:  Yes, we sleep in there
         moved in there with our blank
         so
         out, us Bear Pigeons, and look for them and bring them back to 
         the tipi.  If they hide away we'll take their wives to the 
         tipi.  Then they get jealous and follow their wives to the 
         tipi. 
          
         Diane:  What is the design on your tipi? 
          
         Bo
          
         Diane:  The tipi design. 
          
         Bo
         now.   
          
         Diane:  The one that you pitched in the centre. 
          
         Bo
         now.   
          
         Diane:  You don't remember. 
          
         Bob:  Y
         de
          

ane:  And you spoke about          Di
          
         Bob:  Yes. 
          
         Diane:  What sort of a rattle is that? 
          
         Bob:  It's t
         ra
         coyote that was skinned.  It's a hide; h

ck.  We call him the coyote carrier.          ba
         leaders.  The one that has a rattle, his rattle is the same as 
         this.  He is the one that we'll... he is a leader of a... he
         our chief leader.  He gives us orders and when we start danci
         they'll get up.  They will not follow us dancing; they'll be 
         rattling in their places.   
          
          
         We'll be dancing away and we'll be watching them and when they

ll turn around too and dance bac         turn around the other way we'
         to



         leaders.  The one that has a rattle is the leader and the 
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         coyote carrier.  He carries a coyote on his back.  Those are 
         our leaders.  Is that it?  Yes. 
          
         John:  End of interview. 
          
         John:  This information is a cont
         gathered from Mr. Bob Bla
         is entered on a tape trans
         Pi
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