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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Origin of the Pigeon Society (Blood). 
         - Origin of the Ghost Dance (Blood). 
         - Origin of the Holy Turnip. 
         - Origin of the Big Smoke Ceremony.          
         Mrs. Diane Hellson:  First I will ask you a question.  Where 
         did the Pigeon Society come from? 
          
         Emil Wings:  The Pigeon Society came from a dream.  A man 
         dreamed about the Society of the Pigeons and he built it.  The 
         members are all of the same age.  When they got to it they went 
         to the place.  They pitched two tipis together and then they 
         offered smokes.  They filled their pipes and they offered 
         smokes for any bundle that they wanted to take.  After they had 
         offered smokes and when the transferal started they stripped 
         themselves naked and they were painted and they wore plume 
         headpieces.  Then they went out and they sat in a circle.  The 
         four men that sit by the doorway are called the Bear Pigeons.  
         Their belts are bear skins and they also have arm bands and 
         their arrows blunt and the ball points are wrapped.  If any of 
         the members cover themselves with their robes will be shot with 
         the blunt arrow. They hurt but they won't cut your skin.  The 
         Bear Pigeons are always watching them.  On this side there are 
         two men, the smearer and his partner.  The smearing staff is 
         painted blue and tail feathers are attached to it and at the 
         end there is an axle grease and if any of the members fall 
         behind in their dance will be smeared with the axle grease.  



         They dance fast.  They will dance one way and they'll turn 
         around and they'll dance back to where they started from.  One 
         of their leaders packed a coyote on his back -- a wild coyote 
         pelt.  The nose of the coyote owner is painted red and the same 
         with his wife.  And the other one owns a rattle.  His face will 
         be painted in half.  One side of his face is painted with red 
         ochre and one side is painted with yellow ochre and his wife 
         will be painted in the same manner.  These two men are their 
         leaders.  They selected them because they are good men. They 
         will make a home for them at the Sundance.  These two men will 
         not dance away from.  They'll dance in the same place where 
         they stood.  The Bear Pigeons will dance in front of the Pink 
         Pigeons.  The Pink Pigeons will then turn around and will start 
         dancing back to where they started from.  The coyote owner and 
         his partner will also turn around at this point.  They dance 
         four times and when the Pink Pigeons start dancing the other 
         way the coyote owner and his owner will also turn around.  Now 
         they are through dancing, the transferal is the main part.  
         They're through dancing.  They dance four times and they 
         pitched two tipis together in the evening.   
          
         The wives of the Pigeons will boil berry soups and they're all 
         brought into the tipi and they're set by the fireplace.  The 
         Bear Pigeons are the ones that take the pots and set them by 
         the fireplace.  When everything is over the Bear Pigeons will 
         get and they will take a taste from every berry soup and 
         they'll take the most delicious berry soups for themselves.  
         The other Pigeon members will serve out the rest of the berry 
          
         soups and they will pray.  Every day they will dance four 
         times.  The Bear Pigeons will cover themselves with their robes 
         with the fur on the outside and children will throw something 
         that is soft so that they will not hurt them and when the four 
         elderly men start drumming the Bear Pigeons will rear up and 
         immediately they will stoop over again and will cover 
         themselves with their robes.  They will do this four times and 
         they'll grab their bows and the arrows and the other Pigeon 
         members will do likewise and they'll all get up and dance.  
         They will dance every day for four days out in the open.  
         They'll have a dance before midday and they'll disperse on the 
         fourth day.  The next young group will also take and themselves 
         their elders will give them the rattle.  The elders will take 
         them first and their elders will give it to them.  They will 
         have to be in five different societies before they will come to 
         the major society, the Horn Society.  The Horn Society is the 
         final society that they'll take and they'll quit.  That's all. 
          
         Diane:  Are there any women Pigeons? 
          
         Emil:  They have two women friends and they're dressed 
         completely with moccasins, blanket and dress.  Everything will 
         be new and they'll just sit at the back and when night comes 
         they'll do some drumming and singing and when the singing comes 
         to the dance song they'll all get up to dance in the tipi and 
         at this point the women will also get up to dance.  They are 
         their women friends. 
          



         Nobody will interfere with these two women.  The Bear Pigeons 
         will take them home.  They'll take them to their homes and when 
         there is some drumming to be done they will go and get them and 
         they'll bring them in. 
          
         The women didn't spend anything to join in the society.  The 
         Pigeon members all chipped in.  The Pigeons will dress them up 
         completely.  The Bear Pigeons will get up.  That blanket is good 
         and they will take it.  The owner will not resist and that will 
         be given to the woman and they'll look around again and they'll 
         take another blanket and it will be given to the other woman; 
         because there are two women. 
          
         Okay.  They'll buy some grub for lunch.  It might be a Holy 
         Lodge.  They'll buy some grub for lunch and a dance will be 
         held in front of the Holy Lodge.  The Bear Pigeons will come in 
         and they will look at the grub and they will take the best.  
         Nobody will do or say anything.  If there is some meat they'll 
         take any amount they want and they will walk out with it.  We 
         will be getting our rations.  We have two ration days in one 
         week.  The Pigeons will all go to the ration house and they 
         will have a dance in front of the building and everyone that 
          
          
         comes out with his rations will put a chunk of meat in a bag 
         that the Bear Pigeons have and the other members just sat in a 
         circle and drumming.  They will dance four times and everyone 
         that comes out with his rations will put some meat in the bag.  
         They will come home with the meat and they will boil them.  
         They'll assemble and feast on the meat.  That is how they 
         snatch food. 
          
         Diane:  Who are the main leaders of the society? 
          
         Emil:  The one that packs the coyote and his partner. 
          
         Diane:  Yes. 
          
         Emil:  There are the generals, the one that packs the coyote and 
         the rattle. 
          
         Diane:  And the ones that are next higher in rank? 
          
         Emil:  The smearing staff and the Bear Pigeons.  The Red 
         Pigeons are not.  You saw how the Prairie Chickens sit; that's 
         how they sit and they're the same in number.  They know each 
         other.  If one of the members gets stubborn and doesn't want to 
         go to the gathering the Pigeon members will all go and take him 
         out of.  If a Pigeon member goes away from the camps the fellow 
         members will get his wife and they'll take her into their tipi.  
         That is how they are. 
          
         Diane:  And the Yellow Pigeons, are there any Yellow Pigeons? 
          
         Emil:  The Yellow Pigeons.  Look, here are two men and two men 
         there.  They don't dance away, they just dance in the same 
         place where they are.  They're watching the others and they'll 



         do the same.  They are also high in position. 
          
         Diane:  Are there two of the Yellow Pigeons? 
          
         Emil:  There are two men here and two here.  That's it.  They 
         sit on both sides because that is how we sit. 
          
         Diane:  Yes. 
          
         Emil:  We will sit in a semicircle like this.  The leaders are 
         at the end of the semicircle, the coyote carrier, the Bear 
         Pigeons are at the head of the semicircle and the smearer and 
         the Yellow Pigeons. 
          
         Diane:  There are four of them? 
          
         Emil:  Yes, there are four of them. 
          
         Diane:  Yes. 
          
         Emil:  They will not follow the Red Pigeons in their dance. 
         They don't follow them.  They watch the ones at the back.  When 
         they dance around they will dance around too facing away from 
         the centre and when the others dance around they'll also dance 
         around facing the centre.  They'll dance like this, four times 
         there and there another four times.  They're confronted by the 
         Muddy Mouth Pigeons.  The place where they turn around is a 
         little ways off; they confront them.  They will be just like as 
         if they are swung around and they will start dancing back.  The 
         Pigeons are chased by the Bear Pigeons. 
          
         Diane:  Did the Pigeon Society originate from the Blackfoot 
         Indians or from the South Peigans? 
          
         Emil:  It came from the North Peigans.  The North Peigan 
         Indians transferred the Pigeon Society to here and after that 
         they are not Pigeons.  They are All Brave Dogs because they 
         gave the Pigeon Society to the Blood Indians.  The society came 
         from the North Indians.  Little Leaf and his comrades are the 
         ones that transferred it to here.  They came to transferred it 
         to the Bloods at a Sundance and the Bloods took the Pigeon 
         Society. 
          
         Diane:  You, what society did you join? 
          
         Emil:  What? 
          
         Diane:  You, what society did you join? 
          
         Emil:  I joined in with these old people.  You know Old Man 
         (Scraping White)? 
          
         Diane:  Yes. 
          
         Emil:  I joined them.  They were young at that time.  I was 
         very young myself.  They had me for a young comrade.  They have 
         two elderly comrades, two elderly men.  They get their advice 



         from them and they will take two young boys for comrades too.  
         A stock is stuck into the ground and the bow and arrows and the 
         plume headpiece are tied to the pole.  The owner will say the 
         bow and arrows are taken down from the pole with such a thing, 
         or he might say they are taken down with a horse, a one year 
         old, or he might say they are taken down with some money or 
         some dry goods.  The new receiver will pay and the bow and 
         arrows will be then taken down and they'll be put here and the 
         ceremonialist will start the facial painting.  That is how it 
         is when they are transferring a bundle and it wasn't like that 
         after, they just remake them.  The bow and arrows are ochred 
          
         red; there are two or three arrows just how you can make them.  
         When they dance they will hold them like this.  The arrow will 
         be slinged on and they will start dancing.  They will not hold 
         them like this, they will hold them this way.  Here is a cord 
         and the arrow; that is how they hold them, just like as if they 
         are going to shoot.  They will let them go after the dance. 
          
         Diane:  How do they go and catch the women when they are going 
         to catch? 
          
         Emil:  Which ones? 
          
         Diane:  The women? 
          
         Emil:  They will think.  It will be like this.  They will hold 
         a meeting and they will say, "So and so is a favorite child.  
         We will take her for a friend.  And so and so.  We will take 
         those for friends."  They will go to them.  Some people are 
         wise.  They will tell their wives, "Go with them.  There is no 
         harm in it.  You are just going to gain something."  Some 
         people don't like it.  You are just to refuse to let their 
         daughters go and they select another one.  
          
         Diane:  Which ones that go and take? 
          
         Emil:  The Bear Pigeons, they're the ones that will go and they 
         will bring them in.  They will be seated at the back.  They 
         will be led away and they will be seated.  Okay, they will get 
         up the, uh -- we cover ourselves with our robes.  We have no 
         clothing; we cover ourselves with our robes.  They take the 
         best blankets.  Everybody watches.  That is why we cover 
         ourselves with our robes; that is a good blanket.  They'll go 
         and take the blanket.  The owner will not object and they will 
         look for another blanket and they will also take it.  These 
         blankets will be given to each of the women and the women -- the 
         wives of the members -- they will give them, they will bring 
         them in... there will be two, a good dress and moccasins.  They 
         will be complete.  She will not make any payments for the 
         transferal.  The Pigeon members will help her.  The members are 
         the ones that will pay for the transferal and her, she'll gain 
         something.  When they're going to start drumming they sit 
         beside the men.  The leaders are found because they pitch up 
         their tipis for the Pigeon members.  They pick out the good 
         men; they erect two tipis together.  They'll call all the 
         members in the evening to come to their tipi and they come out 



         to dance in the open early in the morning.  Now they are out to 
         dance; it will not be midday when they'll come out to dance.  
         The people will sit in a big circle to watch the Pigeons.  
         Relatives, a Pigeon member will be helped in dancing by his 
          
         father and mother.  They will have something to give away.  
         They will throw the giveaway gifts in one pile.  The Bear 
         Pigeons are the busy men.  They will take the stuff and they 
         will distribute them to the old people. 
          
         Diane:  Are the Pigeons busy at the Sundance?  Are they busy?  
         Do they go around and gather firewood? 
          
         Emil:  No. 
          
         Diane:  They don't do that? 
          
         Emil:  No, they don't do that. 
          
         Diane:  Oh, is that right? 
          
         Emil:  They will just go in the Holy Lodge.  We will call it 
         the dugout dance.  They drum.  The All Brave Dogs and the 
         Pigeons will dance forward to each other; that is how it is as 
         they are young and handsome people.  The All Brave Dogs are 
         their elder brothers.  They'll dance forward to each other, 
         clap, clap.  They shoot the top then they will dance backwards 
         and they dance forward the all.  They make their leaders dance 
         at the doorway.  After they have danced four times they will go 
         in a single file and the ones that danced at the doorway will 
         lead them out.  They will dance forward and backwards four 
         times and then they'll go out.  Their relatives pay a lot when 
         it starts.  I am talking about the Holy Lodge.  They dance the 
         Dog Dance.  There are lodge singers that sat in a circle. They 
         are the drummers.  They are fed plenty and some berry soups and 
         the mannequin maker that dances out sits there too.  He is 
         offered a smoke.  People offer him a smoke so that they may 
         live. 
          
         Diane:  And when they build a sweat lodge and the, and the, uh 
         -- and the woman that put up the Holy Lodge? 
          
         Emil:  Yes. 
          
         Diane:  When they have a sweat lodge, does the Pigeon members 
         build the sweat lodge? 
          
         Emil:  Wait.  The people will say, "That society will go and 
         get the materials for the sweat lodge."  Small societies, young 
         people, the Pigeons will be asked.  The sweat lodge of the one 
         that puts up the Holy Lodge will be built by the Pigeon 
         members.  They'll get their horses and away.  They be all 
         dressed up and a good horse and away they will go.  The 
         Motokikch will follow behind in a team and a wagon.  They will 
         put in, uh... before they use travois.  They will get some 
         firewood.  You saw those that are crosswise; they are birch.  
          



         They also cut those.  Okay, the others will all cut.  There 
         will be a hundred small rocks; they will be this size.  They 
         will take those; they will be one hundred.  They will take the 
         willows.  They will all have them on their laps because they 
         are small in diameter and before they enter the circle 
         encampment they will stand in line.  Behind them are the 
         Motokikch; they also sing.  They will sing and they will go 
         around the inside of the camps.  Everybody watches them.  They 
         will dismount on the outside of the camps where there is not 
         much traffic.  Then they will build it.  
          
         They are a hundred.  One side is done with black ochre and the 
         other side is done with ochre. The willows are a hundred and 
         they will bend them.  Then they will go around the camps 
         gathering the fur robes and they will cover the sweat lodge 
         with them.  The rocks are a hundred, the willows are a hundred, 
         and the stones are a hundred.  They are small.  They will just 
         burn them black.  They use a hundred bullets; that is their 
         payment.  The rocks are of no use; they shove them in.  They 
         will determine two men that are careful.  They will tell them, 
         "You two will be the orderlies."  The two men will go and get 
         them.  When the Holy Woman comes out, then they will go and get 
         them.  The Holy Woman will come out and her ceremonialist and 
         the man, they'll go there.  The man will take the lead and they 
         will enter it.  
          
         We will get the tongues at this point and berry bag.  One food 
         container -- they have a lot of tongues.  They will take those 
         and they will be served to the ones that built the sweat lodge, 
         and these, the Holy Woman will supply the lunch.  The workers 
         will sit neatly in a row then they'll serve lunch, the tongue.  
         We will take a pinch of the tongue and we will hold it like 
         this and we'll say, "O life giver, help me so that I may be of 
         old age and may I raise my children and may I be successful in 
         life and may I always have something to eat and may I be of old 
         age and may I raise my children successfully.  O spirit of the 
         earth, there is your meal."  That is what we will say.  Then 
         they will start eating.  The Holy Woman and the participants 
         will be through at this point. We will not go near them.  The 
         All Comrades, the Pigeons will be all there and the two men 
         will go and get whatever is to be taken. 
          
         Diane:  The two men are Pigeons? 
          
         Emil:  They are Pigeons, but they are intelligent.  They will 
         think.  They will not make a mistake.  When they start, when 
         they start, they will be praying.  They will be walking and 
         they will go in and they will take the tongues.  They are in a 
         food container.  The tongues are boiled and dried and they will 
         eat and they will be through with the Holy Woman at this point 
         and they will just perform the dugout dance.  And when the 
         centre pole is erected, they have nothing to do with the Holy 
         Woman at this point.  They just build the sweat lodge for her.  
          
         The Holy Woman will command, "Such a society will build the 
         sweat lodge for me."  The Pigeons or the All Brave Dogs, she 
         will ask for either of these two societies.  That's what she 



         will ask for, the ones that she thinks are best.  The small 
         societies are the ones that build sweat lodges, the All Brave 
         Dogs and the Pigeons. 
          
         Diane:  Is that all? 
          
         Emil:  That is the conclusion.  No, try and start it. 
          
         Diane:  Go. 
          
         Emil:  Wait, I will introduce myself. 
          
         Diane:  Yes. 
          
         Emil:  So they will know, okay.  Making Many Rules (Emil Wings) 
         will tell the story about the Ghost Dance, just how he heard 
         about it, just how his grandparents told him the story.   
          
         A war party walked on and on and they were ambushed by some 
         different tribal people.  A favorite boy was shot in the thigh 
         and his leg was broken and there they were.  When the battle 
         was over one of the braves packed him on his back and they 
         started off.  They went on and on and they went up into the 
         mountains and they let him down.  Then they started building a 
         shelter with pine trees and they, and they insulated the inside 
         with bulrushes and it was walled with rocks on the outside and 
         with a winding entrance.  The reason why they built a winding 
         entrance is to prevent the cougars and wild animals from 
         entering.  The boy told his comrades, "Just leave me here.  You 
         cannot pack me all the way home."  They told him, "Yes, you are 
         a favorite child.  Your father might come for you.  We will 
         hurry, we will go fast."  They killed some game for him and 
         they had the meat all around inside and they made water 
         containers out of tripes.  They poured some water in all of 
         them.  A two pronged stick was sharpened.  "You will use this 
         to put some wood on the fire."  The other stick was sharpened.  
         "You will use this to take whatever you want to cook."  Okay, 
         in those times there were no matches.  The material that is 
         used for making fire is called punkwood and flints.  The flint 
         stones are held together with the punk and they will click the 
         flint stones together and the punk will burn by the sparks and 
         they will build a fire with the burned punk.  
          
         When his comrades left he started crying. Then suddenly he 
         heard noises.  Ha-a-a, maybe the people are camping here, the 
         Crees.  Then they started to give invitation calls.  At this 
         point he was called.  He thought, "How can I go?"  Suddenly he 
         heard a noise at the entrance.  A big rock was placed against 
         the door; he heard it being thrown back.  A person came in and 
          
         told him, "They are inviting you.  You will get there with this 
         stick."  The person helped him up and he walked on and he got 
         to the tipi.  He walked around the tipi and went in.  He was 
         seated at the back.  The person walked out and he looked around. 
         There is nobody here.  After he sat in for a while, suddenly 
         there was a glow by the doorway.  Ha-a-a, that is a pipe and it 
         came towards him and as he setting himself to take the pipe it 



         skipped over him to the other side and it went on.  As he 
         looked around he saw the people just up to the ankles.  There 
         were a lot of people in the tipi.  It didn't take long after 
         when it glowed at the same place as before and he saw the 
         people a little further up. It wasn't long, after three times, 
         he saw them up to here.  When he is preparing to take the pipe 
         it skips over him to the other side.  On the fourth time he saw 
         them just like we are.  He thought, "My, there are a lot of 
         people."  He didn't recognize any of them.   
          
         The man that he sat with told him, "Okay, my son, you will all 
         live by this.  You will vow to it if somebody is sick.  You 
         will say, 'I'll put up a Ghost Dance so that he may survive.  I 
         will boil a tongue.'"  So he will boil a tongue, he will slice 
         it up and he will boil it.  That is his vow.  He will say, "I 
         will boil a tongue for the Ghost Dance."  The man told him, "I 
         will tell you, 'okay,' and you will jump up after me."  "How 
         can I jump up?" as his leg is broken.  The man told him, "No, 
         don't think like that.  I'll just tell you, 'okay.'"  The Ghost 
         Dance commenced.  When they were about to eat he went out.  It 
         was night so he went out to give invitation calls to the ones 
         that were gone beyond before them. He'll call the courageous 
         old men.  "All come and attend with all the luck that you had 
         and with your success in life and the horses that you get and 
         with all your wealth."  These people were dead long before.  He 
         will take four and he will throw them away.  Then he will 
         another one.  Those are the courageous ones.  "Okay, you are 
         invited," four times. 
          
         Diane:  What is it? 
          
         Emil:  The tongue.  He will take four pieces.  They will be 
         this size.  They go out and give invitation calls.  They are 
         brave because they invite the ghosts that are dead long ago.  
         He will come in and he will sit down.  The small pipe will be 
         filled and it will be put down with the mouthpiece to the 
         north, the stone bowl to the south.  It will be held this way.  
         The one that made the vow will sit here.  It didn't take.  The 
         man told him, "Okay."  They started to perform the hand games.  
         The man said, "Nobody shall laugh.  The one that laughs will be 
         pointed at."  So they started to perform.  They'll try to get 
         up four times like this.  At the fourth time he told him, 
         "Okay" and they jumped up.  The boy jumped up after him.  So 
         that is their dance.  Small bells will be held in one hand 
         swinging their right arms in front of them.  They'll dance 
          
         twice one way and twice the other way round before they stop 
         dancing.  The one that is sitting by the doorway will get up 
         and he will hand the pipe to the man.  "Okay, this is your 
         smoke."  The man will take the pipe and the participants will 
         all sit down and he will step forward with the pipe and he'll 
         pray with it.  He'll pray very hard and then he will hand it 
         away and the pipe will be lit with a stick; they'll in and lit.  
         It will be smoked.  The mouthpiece will be touched with the 
         mouth four times.  The pipe will be burned out by this time; 
         it's small.  But everyone will touch the mouthpiece four times 
         with their mouths.  "May I raise my children and may I get 



         something," that is how we will pray.  After the pipe cooled 
         off it was refilled and he laid down the pipe again.  They will 
         dance four times and they will quit.  The Ghost Dance was given 
         by the ghosts to the boy that had his leg broken by a shot. 
         The dance is called the Ghost Dance.   
          
         Supposing we'll have a Ghost Dance here, we will do the same 
         way.  We will call on a dead old man that is courageous.  
         "O-o-oki, you are invited.  Here is your meal and you are going 
         to smoke."  That is what we say because it is a Ghost Dance. 
          
         Diane:  Those that dress up, do they dance in the same place?   
          
         Emil:  No.  The ones that dress up like clowns, they will put 
         on their costumes outside.  There will be two of them or even 
         three young boys.  They put on their costumes and their masks.  
         One of them will dress up like a woman and they will come in 
         dancing when we all get up to dance.  We're bound to laugh 
         because they dress up real funny and if anyone laughs he will 
         be pointed at.  I don't know this pointing; who laughs will be 
         pointed.  They are funny.  They dress up and hang around 
         outside and when the dance starts then they'll come in and 
         dance at the door.  That is where they dance. 
          
         Diane:  They just dance in the same place? 
          
         Emil:  Yes.  They just dance in the same place.  They hold each 
         other any ways they want.  This is their dance.  They are 
         dressed funny; we're bound to laugh at them.  I have seen three 
         Ghost Dances; there is the dance of Many Swans (Crow Spreading 
         His Wings Standing).  His wife's name is Handsome Going In.  
         She boiled a tongue for him; I saw that.  Many Making Dust had 
         a Ghost Dance.  I saw that too, and a man by the name of Wolf 
         Bull also had a Ghost Dance.  There were no differences with 
         these old people.   
          
         The ceremonialist's duties are praying et cetera.  And the pipe.  
         The participants don't pray, they just dance.  They dance after 
         the feast.  They all have robes with one arm out.  He is going 
         to swing one arm, so he'll have that arm out.  They will dance 
          
         very hard.  They will dance in the same place.  They won't 
         dance away as the place is a house.  Before, they have their 
         Ghost Dances in a tipi.  These men that I saw held their dances 
         in a house.  Do you know Crow Spreading His Wings Standing? 
          
         Diane:  No. 
          
         Emil:  That is your relative.  Your people, like Brass Woman 
         (Mrs. White Man Left) et cetera, is there brother.  He wasn't 
         very old.  He is dead and his wife's name is Handsome Going In.  
         She is also dead; she just died last year.  She had a daughter, 
         and that guy that is serving a long prison term in Lethbridge, 
         Protruding Lips (Leon Van Learie) wife's, Black Blanket Woman's 
         (Mrs. Mary Crow) daughter was killed.  Her husband is the 
         grandson of this woman.  It's her daughter's song. 
          



         Diane:  Yes. 
          
         Emil:  She is living in town now. 
          
         Diane:  Is that right? 
          
         Emil:  Crow Spreading His Wings Standing belongs to your clan.  
         They are the boy's grandparents.  Crow Spreading His Wings 
         Standing's elder brother is Center Speaking (Mr. Iron). 
          
         Diane:  Is there anybody in the Ghost Dances that counts coups 
         before they eat? 
          
         Emil:  Nobody counts coups.  They'll just pray, that's it.  If 
         there is a berry soup, the berry soup will be served first and 
         they'll pray with that.  It is surprising.  In every holy 
         ceremony they will pray first with saskatoons.  If there are no 
         saskatoons meat will substitute.  They are cooked.  The 
         ceremonialist will take a little piece of the meat and he'll 
         pray with it; that is if there is no berry soup.  In every 
         Medicine Pipe ceremony and other holy ceremonies there is 
         always a berry soup provided.  After they have prayed they 
         serve lunch.  There's nothing holy after that.  They serve the 
         lunch and they'll enjoy themselves and the ceremony will start.  
         The saskatoon, prayer is the main part.  If there is no berry 
         soup, the meat...* 
          
         Diane:  And at, do you know that sparkle in the north?  They 
         all sparkle.  In the past do they call them Ghost Dance?  Do 
         they say those are ghosts, they are dancing? 
                             ----------------------- 
 
         *The informant did not finish his sentence.  He meant, if there 
         is no berry soup the meat will substitute for the saskatoons.   
          
          
         Emil:  Yes, that's what it is, that's what it is.  It will 
         sparkle, the people.... 
          
         In a burial place across the river they go up in flames, it 
         will...*  That's it.  They will be in blue flames and it will 
         cut off.  There, I heard those are the ones that have spiritual 
         powers, those that know, the ones that were teaching us all 
         things.  The Ghost Dance is strong.  The people of the past 
         will go on the warpath and before they advance they'll make a 
         vow.  They'll say, "I will put up a Ghost Dance."  Their way 
         the leader will say, "Let us have a dance."  They built a 
         shelter and the tongue, they'll dig a hole in the ground.  
         They'll dig it this deep and it will be this size.  There are 
         some, we will say water weeds, we will pluck them out and we 
         will put them in and we will put the tongue.  Then we will put 
         the hay on too.  A rock will be heated.  Those rocks that 
         glisten -- they are flat -- will be heated.  It will be put on 
         top and the rock will be hissing when water is poured on and 
         after it quits hissing then we'll quit and it's be put away and 
         it's boiled soft.  They will have a Ghost Dance on their way to 
         war so's to be successful.  Okay, the boiled blood, they are 



         called blood container,** it will be filled and it will be 
         attached to a stick.  They will not hold it over the flames, 
         they cook it in the hot charcoals. 
          
         Diane:  What are these things that they make? 
          
         Emil:  They're blood.  They'll turn them over and over in the 
         hot charcoals and when they know -- they keep on checking it -- 
         then they'll take it out from the fireplace and cool it off and 
         they brush it, and it is cooked.  They'll pass it around to 
         drink*** and they'll all eat some of the tongue if there is 
         eight or seven or five of them.  They will not dance in any 
         other way.  They'll be swinging their ropes to-and-fro in one 
         hand to be successful in roping a horse.  Everyone will drink 
         some of the blood.  Some people will boil a tongue on the way 
         to war, some will boil a tongue when they come home.  That is 
         how they have their Ghost Dance.  They'd put up a Ghost Dance 
         on their way to war to be successful.  They'll build a lodge in 
                              -------------------- 
          
         *Here the informant didn't complete his sentence.  When he said 
         it will, this is not understood by the translator.  He also 
         didn't complete his sentence when he said it will cut.  There 
         he meant the ghost will go up into a long blue flame and the 
         flame will cut off in mid air.  
         **A blood container is a large intestine from a buffalo.  This 
         large intestine is cut and washed.  Then it is filled with 
         blood and it is cooked in hot charcoals.  It's a very delicious 
         snack.   
         ***CORRECTION:  They'll eat, not drink, the blood (cooked).   
          
         the bush to hide from the enemy.  They hold a Ghost Dance in 
         the bush, so they will not be seen by any enemy scouts.  That 
         is how they cook the tongue.  Isn't that strange? 
          
         Diane:  Binoculars. 
          
         Emil:  Yes, they spy around with binoculars.  We can see anyone 

different subject.  The elk bull -- and we will say the 
le 

 
 

 

 it 

         at a long distance and they'll ambush him.  That is how it will 
         be.  Is it coming to an end? 
          
         A 
         female elk is the elk woman.  She has a little boy.  The ma
         elk got jealous his wife, elk woman, was going around with a 
         blacktail deer.  The male elk was threatening his wife so the 
         woman hid away.  She told her son, "We will hide.  Your father 
         is threatening me, so we will hide away."  They left.  They 
         went north somewheres.  At the end of the mountains there's a
         big tree, a very huge tree.  They sat around there.  After they
         had sat there for a time she told her son, "He has got up with 
         us.  He is here so everything might turn out good."  When he 
         got there he started to threaten her again.  She told him, "We
         took off.  All what you were telling me is not true.  Now try 
         and shake this tree.  If you can move it then what you are 
         saying is true.  I will try to move it too.  If I can't move
         then it's true, what you said about me.  If I move it then it's 
         not true what you are saying about me.  The male elk took a try 



         to move the tree.  He tried and tried but he couldn't move the 
         tree as it was a huge tree.  As he looked back he saw his wife 
         all dressed up.  She had a buckskin dress and she had her own 
         hide for a robe.  It was real white and she wore the Sacred 
         Turnip on her head.  He told his wife, "I can't move it."  So 
         the woman came forward and she shook the tree.  The tree shook 
         just like as if it's barely holding into the ground.  That is 
         how the Holy Turnip originated in two ways.*  The bull elk 
         quit right there.   
          
         Now the one that was taken up into the heavens, the one that 
         Scarface took up into the heavens, he approached the woman.  
         The woman told him, "I will marry you when the scar on your 
         face disappears."  So Scarface took off into the wilderness. 
         His name is Creased Robe.  He went on and on and he came to the 
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         sun.  When he came to the sun, Morning Star was there.  He was 
         welcomed by Morning Star.  The sun was on his routine at this 
         point.  When he came home he said, "It smells like a human 
         being."  Cut Leg was there too.  She told him, "No, our son 
         got a friend."  "Yes, I always tell you not to do that.  You 
         always do and you never quit what you're doing.  I really 
         forbid you and someone kills your friends."  Scarface staye
         there.  Scarface and his friend took a walk.  Suddenly his 
                           --------------------------- 
          
         *There are a lot of various ways how the Holy Turnip 
         originated.           
         friend told him, "My fr
         around and there was nothing and as he looked there were a 
         flock of swans and he thought, "He must mean those."  So he 
         picked up a stick and started killing them and they were lyin
         all over the place.  His friend left him behind.  His friend 
         must be killed so as he ran and as he looked he told his 
         father, the sun, "My friend killed a lot."  The sun was fo
         himself to go, "My friend, you made a lot, we'll say made a lot 
         of coups."  So he went inside and when his friend went away 
         again he told him, "Friend," -- is this where you throw thing
         in? 
          
         Di
          
         Em
         Scarface told his friend, "There is a woman.  Of course, she 
         has to be a favorite child."  We'll say the language of the 
         people of the past she is a weasel child; that is what they 
         call favorite children.  His friend told him, "What is this a
         about?"  He told him, "My friend, she told me when this scar 
         disappears then she will marry me."  "Okay, my father loves me
         I will tell him."  So they went inside and at this point it was 
         quitting for the sun so he came in.  The boy said, "Father, the 
         reason why my friend is staying here is he has a tough 
         problem."  "What is it about?"  "Yes, a woman told him t
         The sun said, "That is not hard.  Okay, build a sweat lodge."  
         So him and his friend started to build a sweat lodge.  They 
         completed the sweat lodge.  "Now both of you go in and have a
         sweat bath and when the door is flipped open both of you will 
         stick your heads out."  So he sat with his old lady (wife) and 



         when the door was flipped open they both stuck their heads out.  
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 Scarface came down.  He had his eyes shut and came down on 

ar.  He was very handsome after all.  He told her, "You said 

e went to the sun and she lived there.  The sun told the 
 

e sun told her, "I told you not to dig it."  The sun told his 

er 

ds 

         "Okay, which one is our son?"  "This one," as the scar on his 
         face was still showing.  On the fourth time -- the third time 
         there was just a faint streak on his face and on the fourth 
         time they both stuck their heads out.  "Okay, which one is our 
         son?"  She made a mistake.  "It's this one," she said.  "No, 
         here he is."  The scar was not there any more.  Okay, things 
         went on.  His friend said to him, "My friend, please give me 
         the woman.  Just make her stand on, after you're through livin
         with her, just make her stand on a manure and you will say, 
         'Okay, my friend, there she is,' and I'll take her."  (Is there 
         a bad house (toilet) around here so I'll go there.  Shut that 
         for a while).  (THIS LAST DOES NOT PERTAIN TO STORY.) 
          
         So
         and on.  Of course the people were having a Sundance.  He sat 
         down on the hill and looked around.  "Ah, there is my home."  
         He went and walking into his home.  He went to the one that 
         told him, "When that is not there any more," as it was a big 
          
         sc
         it and it's not showing any more."  "Yes, I said that I will 
         marry you."  Time went on.  Scarface came with the sweat lodge.  
         That is how sweat lodges originated.  He was treated with that.  
         Time went on and after some time he put the manure down.  He 
         tricked her.  He told her, "Put your foot on this."  So she put 
         her foot on it.  Then he said, "Okay, my friend, there she is."  
         He didn't see her any more.   
          
         Sh
         girl, "I saw you walking around out there.  You was going to
         dig up some roots.  There is one with a big stem.*  Don't dig 
         that.  Don't dig that.  You can dig anywhere."  The girl went 
         out.  She found it and she thought, "Why did he say that?"  So 
         she started to dig it.  There are digging sticks that the woman 
         used.  I saw some.  They dig wild turnips with them; they are 
         called diggers.  She called on the wild animals for help.  The 
         turnip was deep into the ground.  She was having a hard time to 
         dig it so she told a badger to help her.  The badger dug from 
         one side and the badger got the huge turnip loose and she dug 
         it up.  When she pulled it out she looked into the hole and to 
         her surprise she was looking down to earth; she saw the camps.  
         It was a Sundance she was looking down.  She started crying.  
         She went inside and cried.  
          
         Th
         son, "Let us do something for her."  So they started cutting 
         hides into strips and they tied her.  They tied the digging 
         stick on her back; that is why the Holy Woman carries it on h
         back.  The girl had a baby; it was a star.  So she was lowered 
         down.  A little boy was lying on his back besides where the 
         people were having a game, games that they throw.  They call 
         them travois poles.  "There is somebody coming down."  Ah, he 
         is right.  She looked around, "Ah, there is my home."  She went 
         to it and walked in and she stayed home and she was always 
         carrying her baby under her dress and somehow she left it 
         behind.  "I have left my baby."  So she ran back but the ki



         has tore it up in pieces. "There is something that I left 
         here."  There it is.  They tore it up.  The girl cried out 
         loud.  All she said was, "It's my baby." 
          
         Then there was no more life in it.  It died.  It was put with 
         Holy Woman's bundle.  That is why the Holy Woman carries it on 
         her back and the stem was put with the Holy Turnips.  Now the 
         cutting of the hide, the ones that are going to cut the hide 
                             ---------------------- 
         *The thing with the big stem is a big wild turnip, a very huge 

e caught and they pay and then they cut the hide.  That's it.  

ane:  And the one that they cover themselves with. 

il:  Yes, it's the Elk Woman.  I told you about she had her 
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         wild turnip.  The girl was forbidden not to dig this huge wild 
         turnip by the sun. 
          
          
         ar
         It was also put with the Holy Lodge.  That is the way they put 
         it. 
          
         Di
          
         Em
         own hide for a robe.  That is why they wear robes and they'll 
         wear a belt, a wide belt with tacks on it.  The reason why the 
         man is dressed the way he is dressed, a war party started on 
         its way and Scabby Round Cut Robe...  Before they go on the 
         warpath the women will have a big dance and they'll dress 
         themselves just the way their lovers dress up.  After the d
         their lovers will say, "I'll go on the warpath."  On that day 
         Scabby Round Cut Robe and his friend were poor bachelors; they 
         were always dressed poor.  When they looked, a woman had 
         dressed herself just like him.  He was embarrassed; he ran
         from the crowd and laid down.  He told his friend, "You listen 
         to her."  He was embarrassed because the woman had a scabby 
         looking robe.  That is why he is called Scabby Round Cut Robe
         His friend ran to him.  His friend told him, "She said, 'When 
         the river is warm,' yes, that is good."    
          

en he took off sleeping out in the wilder         Th
         by a lake.  The little beavers would all come ashore.  A little
         white beaver never comes ashore.  He would just swim around 
         close the shore.  He grabbed one of the little beavers.  The 
         beaver told him, "No, I am not the favorite child.  Try and 
         catch that white one.  He is the favorite child.  Our father 
         loves him.  We will try to trick him to come ashore."  When th
         little beavers came a little ways on dry land he got up and 
         chased them and he caught the white beaver.  He laid down wit
         it where he dug himself a trench.  The beaver man came.  They 
         live in the same den with otters.  "Where is my son?"  "He is 
         captured by that man and he is laying with him out there."  "I 
         am very mad at him.  Tell him to set him free.  It must be this 
         crazy kid's fault.  He must have took him ashore."  One of the 
         beavers went to the man and told him to let it go.  "I will not 
         let him go," he said.  Every animal will give four chances.  On 
         the fourth time he said, "Okay, tell him to come with the 
         little beaver."  
          
         Th



         where the beavers get on shore he made like as if he was 
         entering a door and there was a huge tipi.  They have homes 
         just like humans and they have bedrail guards and they eat 
         branches.  The beaver man told him, "What are you after?"  "I 

 

nure."  They went out to get the things he wanted.  He stuck 
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abby Round Cut Robe packed up his gifts and away he went.  So 

  

 

 a 

         came for that."  "Yes, then you're ready to go home.  Now go 
         and get a berry tree, one berry tree and one cherry tree and a
          
          
         ma
         the real berry tree into the ground and it bore saskatoons.  
         "What do you eat?"  "Yes, I eat those."  He ate some of the 
         berries and then the beaver stuck the cherry tree into the 
         ground and it bore cherries and he ate some of the cherries 
         too.  He held the manure in his hands and he flipped it over 
         and it turned into a crushed meat.  You must have eaten some 
         crushed meat.  They taste very good and he ate the crushed 
         meat.  Everything that he eats is made by the beaver.  He must 
         have spent four days in the water. 
          
         The beaver man told him, "Now those are my sacred bundles."  
         The bundles were all around the wall of the tipi.  There was a
         gnawed wood which the beavers gnawed off from a tree; it's worn 
         around the neck.  He told him, "Now, my son."  The crazy son 
         had told him, "Just ask for that one that is by the door, that
         gnawed wood.  Don't ask for any of the others."  He told the 
         beaver man, "I will take that one by the door."  A whistle was 
         with the gnawed wood and an otter skin.  They were just put 
         there recently.  "No, it's of no importance.  Look at it, it'
         just a piece of wood, it's just a necklace.  The rest are 
         dependable.  You'll not make any use of the one that you're
         asking for."  "No, I will take that."  The reason why the 

          beaver didn't want to give it up, it is a dependable thing.
         "Yes, I will give it to you," the otter said. "I will help you
         Here is my whistle.  You will dive with my whistle.  The river 
         will not bother you if you go under water for a long time.  You 
         will dive around in any ways you want, so here is my whistle.  
         You will blow on it before you dive." 
          
         Sc
         he started walking.  In those times the people don't have 

ws          rifles.  All they have is a spear; they are called big arro
         (spear).  You throw them.  Everybody went on the warpath the 
         Snake Indians at the Elk River (Red Deer River).  It's a wide 
         river.*  We can't go across to fight and that was the first 
         time we did some killing.  They couldn't get across to fight.
         Those who are close enough will throw their spears and when 

          they come back home they will sing a victory song.  The Snake
         Indians were across the river.  Now the two war parties were on
         both shores. The poor bachelors sat together.  The Blackfoot 
         Indians call this Snake Indian, Big Top Knot; they are so 
         realistic with stories.  The man was handing a spear to 
         everybody.  He'd give the spear to ones that he think are
         powerful men but wouldn't take it.  They'd just bend their 
         heads over, the river was so wide.  Scabby Round Cut Robe told 
          

                --------------------------            
          



         *The Plains Indians met the Snake Indians at the Elk River.  
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         They couldn't get across to encounter the enemy because the 
         river was too wide.            

 to me."  So he told him, "M         his friend, "Tell him to give it
         friend says to give him the spear."  "Get up and go and tell 
         him to give it to me."  He got up and told him, "My friend say
         to give it to him."  The man didn't give him the spear, he just 
         looked at him.  He told his friend, "I will kill some of the 
         enemy.  You follow the rest down river.  I will dive downstrea
         with him and then I'll swim upstream and I will drag him right 
         here where we are standing.  That man is a damn.  They sat on 
         the shore.  The spear was not given to him, he just had the 
         gnawed wood.  So he sang a beaver song.  He stopped singing a
         then the otter song.  He sang again then he blew his whistle 
         then he dived.  The river is so wide.  He emerged just before 
         he got to the other shore in front of the enemy.  The water was
         up to his waist and the Snake Indian charged in.  He had a big 
         arrow (spear).  Scabby Round Cut Robe kept moving back until he 
         had him at the spot where he can't move fast.  The man went for 
         his aim, Scabby Round Cut Robe made a sound, "Ih!" and there was 
         a great big gnawed wood, the spear pierced into.  The Snake 
         Indian turned away and he was killed by his own spear and whe
         he dived with the body the enemy cried. This is also put with 
         the Holy Lodge ceremony.  That is why the men are dressed 
         black.  You see them.  They have black facial painting and 
         wear black robes.  He emerged in the middle and he dived again 
         downstream and the people ran down the river.  And as he had 
         told his friend then his friend ran back to where he went into
         the river; that is where he dragged the body ashore.  They 
         divided his scalp between the two of them and the spear.  Wh
         the people looked they said, "There he is.  He has dragged him 
         ashore up there," and they all ran back.  They sang a victory 
         song on their way home.   
          

e women hold a dance.  T         Th
         warpath.  The husband went into his tipi, a big tipi.  He tol
         one of his wives, "Run after her."  The girl was picking rose 
         hips.  There are two men.  Everyone is just running past, by 
         them.  Nobody is not even noticing them.  There might be some 
         luck run after them.  She was still picking rose hips when they
         told her.  She started running.  She tripped and fell and she 
         spilled the rose hips.  She started running again.  They were 
         just watching.  She got to Scabby Round Cut Robe and she 
         greeted him.  She was given the spear and the scalp your 
         husband will wear for a necklace.  She went home.  The man
         her, "Go and tell him to come."  She went and told him so he 
         went and he told him, "This is your home and this is your 
         bundle.  We will go out ourselves, just the way we are.  Th
         what I can give you."  Okay, the rose hips that the girl 
         spilled, a person will be very poor and he will get rich 
         suddenly.  We will say, "He spilled his rose hips."* The g
         was a poor secondary wife and she got rich.  Stabs Down is one 
                               ----------------------- 
          
         *CORRECTION:  In the past when a girl gets marr

e has spilled her rose hips, not when a pers         sh
          



          
         of the men that spilled his rose hips.  He was very poor.  I 
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ife over the tongue four times.  They don't cut up the 
ngue, he'll just try to cut it.  The tongue will be handed to 

  The 
       one that was initiated into cutting will start cutting up the 

         us
         horse and now he is the richest man on the Blood Reserve.  "He
         spilled his rose hips," is what we will say.   
          
         The scalp was put in with the Holy Lodge ceremon
         wears the scalp as a necklace and he is painted with black 
         ochre all over his body. When the centre pole is going to be 
         set up, when he is going to sit on the centre pole, he is 
         painted all black and his face is also painted black with a 
         yellow paint across his face.  When the man and his wife co
         out from the tipi his wife used a cane; that cane that she us
         represents the spear.  The man will sit on the centre pole.  He 
         leaves his blanket on the centre pole and another blanket is 
         held ready for him and they blow their whistles.  They will 
         shake the centre pole.  The man will sit on the pole with an 
         old man, facing each other.  He will leave his black robe on 
         the centre pole.  He will stick it into the willows that are 
         tied to the centre pole.  He will be covered with the other 
         blanket as he is about to jump down and when he jumps down he 
         will go straight home.  He is given a good blanket because he
         left the black robe on the centre pole as an offering.   
          
         A Big Smoke ceremony will be held.  The one that puts up t
         Holy Lodge will be seated by the door and he will say, 
         "O-O-Oki.  My robe was attached to the centre pole.  Okay, my 
         robe was attached to the centre pole at that place."  He
         repeat this four times then the Big Smoke ceremony will 
         commence.  Coups will be counted to cut the tobacco.  The 
         ceremonialist will take the knife and he tells one of the
         participants who is courageous and who steals horses, he wi
         tell him, "Okay, please make a confession on this."  The 
         participant will say, "Okay.  I took so many horses at that 

ue          place to cut that tobacco and the one that boiled the tong
         may be successful."  He will count four more war coups and th
         tobacco will be cut. 
          
         Now the tongue, the on
         bo
         The tongue is raw and it's wrapped.  The ceremonialist will 
         take a knife and a file and he will make the sponsorer of the 
         Big Smoke ceremony sharpen the knife.  It's the... we will sa
         he is just like a bishop.  The knife will be held in the hand 
         just the way when we are sharpening a knife we'll sharpen it on 
         one side and it be turned around and sharpen it on the other 
         side.  This will be done four times.  The ceremonialist will put 
         down the knife again.  He will take the hand of the sponsorer.
         He will hold his hand over the knife four times.  He will make 
         him pick the knife up again and he will hold his hand with the 
          
          
          
         kn
         to
         the two orderlies by the door.  They'll cut up the tongue.
  



         tobacco.  That's it.  This came from the one that is called 
         Scabby Round Cut Robe. 
          
         Diane:  Is that all? 
          
         Emil:  That's all. 

of recording.  The speed of this tape is 1 
 model; recordist, John Hellson; date, 

nuary the 3rd, 1969; informant, Emil Wings, ancient Blood 

  DOC NAME    DISC #      PAGE # 

-dances                IH-AA.132      EMIL WINGS     61       6 
REMONIALISM                                             

7-9,12, 
20 

     2,5 

     2,4 

1 

     9-14 

     7,17,20 

5,16 

     3 

ociety (Blood)IH-AA.132      EMIL WINGS     61       2-9 

-19 

 IH-AA.132      EMIL WINGS     61       8,9,16 

          
         John Hellson:  End 
         7/8; recorder, Craig
         Ja
         Indian, 83 years.  Subject:  Pigeon Society, Ghost Dance and 
         the Sundance lodge and the Big Smoke Ceremony. 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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