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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
 
         - Treaty #7:  taking of, interpretation of. 
         - Establishment of the Blood Reserve.          
         Beaver:  Here is Charlie Coming Singing(Po-Ka-Kow).  He is 65 
         years old. There is my daughter, my son and myself Ben Beaver, 
         here present.   
          
         His father was related to Red Crow. 
          
         He will now tell you his father's stories. 
          
         Coming Singing:  I will tell you how my father related the 
         history of our people to me.   
          
         The people were involved in Treaty Seven, as my father told me. 
          
         The four involved tribes camped. Red Crow was reluctant about 
         his having to go camp there.  The Horn Society brought him 
         tobacco and he finally consented to go there.  "I will talk to 
         Crowfoot first.  So Crowfoot came to Red Crow's tipi to talk to 
         him.  As the treaty talks commenced - James Bird 
         "Nina-peek-si-Chief Bird was the main interpreter - as the 
         people assembled.  Tall Man (David Laird) said to the Indian 
         people that the Queen has sent him with a message to have peace 
         among themselves, so you won't go to war with each other and we 
         will give you rations (food).  Everything you will require will 
         be handed to you, by us, and don't make war amongst your people 



         any more. 
          
         A man called "Bad Head" got up and spoke.  When they could not 
         agree to terms, some were asking for $100.00 another $50.00.  
         So Bad Head was instructed to announce to the camp the next day 
         that negotiations had been going on too long, and that they had 
         agreed to $12.00 for the common people, and $15.00 for the 
         councillors, and $25.00 for the chief.  It was told by 
         commissioner that if he announced this it would make him 
         eligible to sit among the minor chiefs. 
          
         The commissioner David Laird told Red Crow that the Bloods 
         would be on the same reserve as the Blackfeet. 
          
         "I will not settle here, I will go back to my Belly Butte 
         country as the buffalo is still plentiful in that part of the 
         country and they stay in good shape all year round.  That is 
         where I was born and the same goes for these white men.  Tell 
         them to go back to where they were born, which is their country."          
         Thence we moved to the Belly butte country.  It was there that 
         we were first issued cattle meat to eat.  In those days the 
         albino buffalo was a sacred animal to the people.  They would 
         not eat the meat.  So when the cattle was introduced, anything 
         with white was considered sacred due to this respect they had 
         for the white buffalo.  They would not touch these white spotted 
         cattle.  So they would leave this meat wherever it was issued.  
         "Fair horned meat" (domestic cattle) is what they called it, as 
         the domestic cattle have light coloured horns and hooves not 
         black as the buffalo. 
          
         They were later made to understand that $5.00 would be given, 
         putting the $7.00 away in a future trust for their good.  The 
         following year after the treaty was made we were to receive 
         money to be issued for ammunition.  We never got it up to this 
         day our hands are lying open waiting for the money for ammunition. 
          
         Up until today we hope we will get this money.  When we talk to 
         white men about the treaty obligations, they always say, "These 
         are old promises, forget them." 
          
         But their denial of the treaty promises never gets old.  Later 
         around when we had the agency in the Belly Butte country the 
         travelling doctor used to visit us on pony back.  Also we 
         started to farm, we raised potatoes and turnips at around the 
         old agency area. 
          
         At a place where I do not recall, called Where Day Chief Died, 
         was where the slaughtering of beef took place.  Chemicals of 
         white substance was treated on meat.  Our information was that, 
         so the flies would not lay eggs on the meat and spoil it.  
         These incidents we didn't know were dangerous. 
          
         Some of the original buildings of the old agency are there yet.  
         We went to the school there.  Those were day schools to start 
         with.  We had a teacher.  We used to call him Chee-cha.  He 
         stayed here for a length of time.  Some of the buildings of the 
         old hospital are there yet today.  Today the effects of having 



         been deprived of our land and cheated of our natural God-given 
         land.  David Laird assured us that the white man can only use 
         the top-soil, "except on reserves".  Now they have taken any 
         valuable resources under the ground.  We Indian people have 
         been left right out of the mineral wealth, just another 
         incident of cheating us of the natural wealth of our land. 
          
         The land had been good for us; from it we depended on entirely 
         our very existence.  Food and shelter and medicine came from 
         our land.  Our ancestors had great respect for the medicine 
         pipe.  It was the replica of peace and honesty.  The stone was 
         a prime asset in the life of our people.  It was used in every          
         form in the culture of the people.  Doctoring, daily life and 
         warfare and religious ceremonies.  As of today, I feel that I 
         have been able to tell you of our history to the best of my 
         knowledge, as told to me by my people.  Today, the modern trend 
         of time is not like the older days. There was one leader who 
         controlled the whole tribe.  There was no such problem as being 
         sent to one person and another as today.  You have to choose 
         your supposed leaders all the time.  After we were told to 
         disarm ourselves we were made to understand never again to 
         fight.  The first war 1914 we were called under the compulsory 
         military system.  Our chiefs intervened and finally we were 
         exempted from further.... 
          
         "As stated that Indians were not to be called in case of over- 
         seas conflict.  They came back on their word after they made 
         us disarm.  Chief Shot-Both-Sides Sr. was responsible to our sea 
         resource.  Today a lot of people won't know that these things 
         are true.  As a result of all uncertain things that are 
         happening around us.  It has been the white man's creations after 
         they have destroyed our way of life, left us in poverty and 
         ignorance.  Liquor has been our downfall since the white man 
         introduced it to us.     
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