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         Alonzo:   ...sent from Ohio over here to see what prospects 
         were.  You see in the early days, well even yet, our worst 
         enemy all right from the start had been the United States 
         government.  That was our worst enemy.  And the next worst 
         enemy was the French and the next was the English.  But if they 
         could get away from the United States government, get up here 
         into Canada...  Now there's a lot of those Indians, Oneidas and 
         those Delawares and Moravians that come from the United States 
         just to get away from the oppression over there.  And the old 
         gent sent this Half Moon.  Of course my granddad was a young 



         man at the time and this Half Moon was pretty well, would be a 
         middle aged man.  They sent him down here to see how prospects 
         were.  As soon as Half Moon got here he went right to work and 
         he built that house where he lived in.  I think Walter Albert 
         got that and moved it.  That was the house that old Half Moon 
         built. 
          
         Inter:    Where would that house have been? 
          
         Alonzo:   Eh? 
          
         Inter:    Where would that house have been? 
          
         Alonzo:   Well now, you should be pretty well familiar with 
         those roads there.  Now here is the river road and we'll say 
         here is the old English church.  Do you remember the old 
         English church before it was tore down?  No, that would be 
         quite a long time ago.  Well, anyway...  Well, I'll tell you 
         different.  Now this road here, you know, goes right on down to 
         past the river road.  And now you pass the river road on this 
         road here about, a little over half a mile, and on the left 
         hand side of the road was this house that Half Moon built.  And 
         I think they turned it into a mission after the old Half Moon 
         died.  And then they built a church.  Do you remember the...?  
         Or no, you wouldn't remember the old Half Moon church there. 
          
         Inter2:   I do. 
          
         Alonzo:   You do. 
          
         Inter:    But did he build that?  Did he help build that church 
         or was it just named after him? 
          
         Alonzo:   No, he undertook a lot of things on his own, on his 
         own when he got over here.  The Delawares always were farmers, 
         you know, and they'd clear the land and gather the population 
         around there and lived together and everything.  And he built 
         that church just to keep, get the people settled in there.  
         That was after the Chippewas gaves us this mile square.  And 
         now that old Half Moon church was a log church.  When you knew 
          
         it it was framed because they covered the logs over with 
         boards.  Made it a frame, look like a frame church.  Well now, 
         that church was named after this Josiah Half Moon and he was a 
         Delaware.   
          
         And when he got here, the first thing he started to do was to 
         build himself a home.  And the next thing, when the people got 
         here, they started in to build a church.  And I don't know how 
         he got word back there, I don't know a thing about it, but 
         anyways he sent word back to Ohio.  And that's when my old 
         granddad brought these people here and they settled.  Instead 
         of settling this side of the river, they settled across the 
         river.  And they had corn fields and gardens and stuff over 
         there.  Right away, soon as they got here they started in 
         farming.  Well, the Chippewas gave them a mile square there and 
         they all moved away from the other, across the river.  Now, 



         there is a lot of that land on the other side of the river 
         should belong to the Indians.  In fact... 
          
         Inter:    Before I forget, I was going to ask you something 
         about a thing called the Big House.  Because some man toured 
         through this country in the late 1800s and he drew a picture of 
         a portion of a building that was supposed to be this Big House.  
         And he claimed that the Muncey Delaware practised this religion 
         called the Big House. 
          
         Alonzo:   Well, they used to have the Longhouse.  Now, my folks 
         never did have a Longhouse as far back as I can remember and as 
         far back as I ever heard anybody speak about it, never did have 
         a Longhouse.  But all the others now, the Oneidas over there, 
         about half of the Oneidas, they still attend the Longhouse.  
          
         Inter:    No, it wasn't a Longhouse, it was Big House. 
          
         Alonzo:   Now, I've heard that remark but I can't give you any 
         information on it because it was so long ago.  Now the Big 
         House, I've heard that remark.  And this is the first I've 
         heard it for, oh gosh, fifty years, I guess.  Now that's, 
         you're on the track of something I'd like to know about.  Yeah, 
         the Big House, I remember that when I was small and I don't 
         know what the Big House is.   
          
         But anyway, they got this church built and he got word back to 
         the folks in Ohio and they came up the river.  You know, they 
         crossed over Detroit and got as far as Chatham and then 
         followed the river from Chatham.  And the Moravians got off up 
         here at Bothwell(?).  And they took up quite a chunk of land 
         there.  Where all those oil wells were, you know, that used to 
         be Indian land.  And they sold that, I think, for something 
          
         like $50,000.  Of course, $50,000 them days was a lot of money.  
         And they sold that land and that's where they found the oil.  
         Oil used to bubble up through the water in the Thames River,  
         just keep oozing up.  And the old Indians years ago used to 
         gather this and use it for kind of a salve and a burn or, and I 
         guess some of them used to drink it, you know, for medicine.   
          
         And anyway, the Moravians got off up at Bothwell(?) and our own 
         folks came up this far.  And it was shortly after that that the 
         1812 War broke out.  Now, they made a deal with, and they wrote 
         treaty books.  John Case had them and he offered them to me one 
         time but I was having trouble with my old lady and I couldn't 
         look after them.  But he had the treaty books and whatever 
         become of them, I don't know.  I've been hunting around for 
         them and I never did find them.  And anyway, in these treaty 
         books is the deal that the Delaware Indians made with -- what's 
         his name?  He was a government man.  But anyway they were told 
         if they took up arms against the Americans, that they'd be 
         given as much land here as what they give up in Ohio.  And that 
         was, oh God, that was a whole county, the Moravians and the 
         Munceys and then there is another branch of our tribe up in 
         north Michigan.  But anyway they made the deal and it's in the 
         treaty books.  There was a wampum and there was a silver chain 



         to go with it.  And that was all in the treaty, and if they'd 
         take up arms in the battle of 1812 against the Americans.   
          
         Well all our people here -- there was about 600 of them -- 
         well, about half of them, maybe 250 or 300 joined the Tecumseh 
         when he was marching from Chatham to Moraviantown.  And when 
         the battle of Moraviantown took place, why all of our young 
         men, you know, that could go to war, why they went down there 
         when Tecumseh was killed, they were there.  And then, of 
         course, the British and the Indians were defeated and Tecumseh 
         was killed.  Now Tecumseh was a Shawnee, and a Shawnee is just 
         another branch of the Delawares.  Shawnee, I just forgot what 
         my tribe...  See, this Delaware tribe was made up of seven 
         different tribes and they're something like the Chippewas.  Now 
         the Chippewas, the Potawatomis and the Ojibways are really all 
         one tribe and their languages are pretty near the same.  Well, 
         that was the way with the Delawares, they had seven tribes and 
         Tecumseh was one of their tribes, Shawnee.  And I think my 
         branch of the tribe was (inaudible). 
          
         Inter:    Yes, that's right.  I read that someplace.  There was 
         seven tribes and it was something like Muncey only it was 
         spelled a little bit different.  And they were supposed to be 
         the tribe that settled.  They sort of separated themselves from 
         the other six because they acted as a protection.  They were 
         situated somewhere where they could defend or send warning if 
         somebody was to come and try to fight with them or, you know, 
         raid the villages. 
          
         Alonzo:   Where were you reading that? 
          
         Inter:    Zazeburger(?). 
          
         Alonzo:   Where? 
          
         Inter:    It was a book written by a man called Zazeburger(?) 
         who was either Swedish or German. 
          
         (Break in tape) 
          
         Alonzo:   Yeah, there were two John Henrys, Tipo(?) John and 
         Muncey John.  And this John Chicken, now I remember the name 
         but I don't know whether he was a Chippewa or a Muncey.  
          
         Inter:    Do you ever remember hearing the name Captain Thomas?  
          
          
         Alonzo:   No.  Captain Thomas...  I know there was a fellow 
         here we used to call Captain Brant but he was just called that, 
         not because he was a captain or anything, he was a kind of a 
         fool.  But anyway, they called him Captain Brant because he was 
         kind of an odd stick and I think he was more white than he was 
         Indian, a little bit nuts in the head.  And, but as far as 
         Captain Thomas is concerned, I, that's a new one to me.  But 
         this Big House, if I can ever get around to find out...  Course 
         I'll tell you.  It wouldn't be, just curiosity as far as I'm 
         concerned, because I'll never be able to do anything with the 



         information.   
          
         Inter:    Well anyway, this guy that wrote about this Big House 
         said that he passed through this country, through this part of 
         the country.  And at that time, the time that, it was the late 
         1800s anyway, and he said that the Muncey Delawares were still 
         heathens.  They were still practising their Big House religion.  
         And he came back to this territory thirty years later and he 
         wrote up a report and he stated that he was quite happy now 
         because the Delaware Munceys were now Christianized.   
          
         Alonzo:   Well, he's full of baloney.  Because they were 
         Christianized before they ever come to this country.  Yeah, 
         that's where those 300 people were killed in the church, you 
         know, they burned the church down.  And that's... 
          
         Inter:    Do you know anything about Tecumseh's brother then, 
         the Prophet?  Because this thing that you're talking about, 
         this burning of this church, was the thing that caused 
         Tecumseh's brother to turn against religion.  Because he became 
         a Christian at one point in his life and when this massacre 
         took place, he turned against Christianity and he went back to 
         the Big House religion.  He went back to his own religion, the 
         Indian religion, the Indian philosophy of life. 
          
         Alonzo:   Well now, I'll tell you one thing now.  There's a 
         girl from Cape Croker, Park(?) Jones's daughter or grand- 
         daughter or something (Break in tape) ...but they were soon 
         driven away from there and when you were speaking about the 
         seven tribes, now one of the tribes were wiped right out by the 
         white people.  And now if I can think of their name... 
         Mohicans, the Mohicans.  Now where they got that name, I don't 
         know.  Now that's not an Indian name, Mohican.  But they were 
         wiped right out, hunted down and killed right to the last man.  
         So we only had six tribes.  Yeah, they were, honest they did. 
          
         Inter:    But of all the tribes of the (Indian) nation which 
         consists of the Delawares, the Delaware and the Muncey Indians,  
         the Muncey Delawares were considered the most fightingest.  You 
         know, like they were the most warlike. 
          
         Alonzo:   Well, they're full of baloney there.  Now, I'll tell 
         you, you can't go much on those writings.  Now, I thought I 
         would buy, and I paid six dollars for that book and I thought I 
         was getting something.  God damn it, I wouldn't give it to you, 
         it ain't worth reading.  It's a history of that, what you call, 
         the Quaker religion. 
          
         Inter:    Church of Jesus Christ, Mormon maybe? 
          
         Alonzo:   This Zazeburger(?) was one of the leaders in this 
         Quakerism.  And they...  Believe me, you talk about the Indian 
         religion, God Almighty, this Quaker religion that they had was 
         worse.  Now they wouldn't let the men and women mix.  If you 
         and I were married, we couldn't, we couldn't associate with 
         each other freely.  We'd have to...  There was certain rituals 
         that you had to go through.  Now when they went to church, now 



         all those churches that I speak about had two doors.  And if we 
         were married, you'd have to go in one door and I'd have to go 
         in the other.  We couldn't even sit together in church.  No!  

ter:    What about a man named Peter Jones? 

ter:    Peter Jones. 

onzo:   Peter Jones? 
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         That God darned fanaticism, by God, no... 
          
         In
          
         Alonzo:   Eh? 
          
         In
          
         Al
          
         Inter:    Yes.  He was supposed to be a Wesleyan minister who 
         came to Muncey.  He was the man that was supposed to have tried
         to organize people.  He did succeed, as a matter of fact, in 
         building that Mush(?) Hall, that Muncey residential school, 
         industrial school or whatever they call it. 
          
         Alonzo:   That school, as near as I can make out...  Now don't 
         take this for gospel truth, but it always was my opinion that 
         that school was built by Anseywood(?), Englishman.  Now there 
         was an Englishman came over to this country.  I guess he was a 
         wealthy man and he wanted to make a name for himself and he was 
         building churches all around here.  And they were all Anglican 
         churches.  Now this church of ours was built by Anseywood(?).  
         And...   
          

ter:            In
         School is now? 
          

onzo:   Yeah.         Al
          
         In
         school, and all the Indian children from, even from Cape Cro
         came to that school. 
          

onzo:   Yeah, there         Al
         there.   
          

ter:            In
         Indian.   
          

onzo:            Al
          
         In
         was supposed to have lived here on the Muncey Reserve for a 
         period of time. 
          

onzo:   That's         Al
         Jones in my time.  But he was a hell of a long ways from being 
         a missionary.  No, this Peter Jones, I had a book on him but I 
         was too young to even understand it and I don't think I ever 
         read it.  I saw his picture and that's as near as I ever got to 
         anything that he ever done.  But I know who you're talking 

I          about.  Now, whether he was a Muncey or not, I don't know.  
         couldn't come out and say he was and I couldn't say he wasn't. 



         But it's my opinion that he was.  Peter Jones, it showed his 
         picture in this book we used to have years ago.  I can remember 
         my dad reading about him there, Dr. Ron (name), and they were 
         mentioning different Indians, you know, that come to the top.  
         And this Peter Jones was one of them but the Peter Jones that I 
         knew, well, I'll tell you.  The old Sam Plane, would you know? 
          
         Inter:    I've heard of him but I don't think I know him. 
          
         Alonzo:   Well, I knew the man.  He was a man just about my 
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         size and oh, he was -- oh, he'd do anything.  And fight and 
         drink and sell whiskey and when it comes to fighting, believe
         me, he was no man to fool with.  He wasn't a big man by any 
         means.  About my size, about my build just about.   
          
         And he had some of the best race horses in Canada and
         his horses in Toronto and Hamilton and he'd win any time he 
         wanted to win.  He'd bet anyway, he'd bet on his own horse or 
         he'd bet against his horse, and he'd fix that race so that he
         win the bet.  Now that son of a gun made money, you know.  Not 
         on prize money, when the horses won, but on the bets he made 
         and he was so God darned crooked and he had that place away 
         down in the Big Bend down there, you know, down below Colborne
         You know that river road that goes down?  Well, that last pla
         just on that river road.  There is about 200 acres there right 
         in this Big Bend.  About as fertile land as you'd want to find 
         any place.  Well, that was his place, you see.  And where he 
         come from, who he was, I don't know.  He was mostly Indian and 
         he had these little horses and nobody knew where he got the 
         horses.  Might have stole them for all we know.  But they were 
         little bits of things.  I seen them.  We used to have our own
         fair here and I've seen them after...  He brought them down 
         there one time just for an attraction, to attract people to our
         fair.  Advertisement.  I seen him race his, well, he didn't 
         race them, he'd run them around the track just for an 
         exhibition, but oh, were they dandy horses!  He knew horses a
         he knew horse racing.  And when he was in Toronto, the 
         before the race, him and his drivers used to sleep in the 
         manger of the horses so nobody'd poison them through the night
         And he'd go out and he'd bet and there was times when, oh G
         he was really a wealthy man.  But as he got older, you know, he 
         got cut on his leg and blood poisoning set in and he was about 
         two years dying.  No, about a year dying, I guess, from this 
         blood poisoning in his leg.   
          
         Well, if he could've lived, I d

rent.  You know, we lost a d         fe
         And one of the best horsemen in Canada, not just here on the
         reserve but in all of Canada.  Racing Toronto and Dresden, 
         Chatham and all these big places.  He wouldn't run them at a 
         little fair like ours.  Oh, he would run them there but just
         for an exhibition, no prizes.  But that was Sam Plane.  And 
         down at the end of that road, if you're ever down there, you'l
         see one of the nicest farming...  He had 200 acres down there 
         and he cleared that all off.  Oh, he was a real man.  Who he 
         was, I never did know.  There's no other Planes on this 
         reserve.  He was on the Chippewa Reserve, you know.  No other 



         Planes that I know of.   
          
         And I was at the Muncey fa
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         An
         baby up, I guess, when I could climb up on the fence and get up
         on the horses's back.  And anyway, I was there and Sam Plane 
         was there.  Those old days, you know, instead of having your 
         pockets in like that, you had your pockets in this way.  And i
         you wanted to put your hand down in there, well you had to tak
         ahold of your pocket and open it up and then stick your hand 
         in.  Well, that's the kind of a pants that this Sam Plane had 
         and he always had a role of bills betting and playing poker an
         that's what I was going to tell you about this Peter Jones.   
          
         Now, this Peter Jones was one of Sam Plane's drivers.  Charlie 
         Mi
         of them, neither would you.  No, they died a long time ago.  
         Anyway, this Peter Jones had a horse, a young one.  Sam Plane 
         wanted it and Peter wouldn't sell.  He offered him twice what 
         the horse was worth but he wanted the horse, not the money.  
         And anyway, when Sam wanted a thing like that, he got it, 
         regardless.  And he wouldn't have to kill a man to get it but 
         he'd get it some way.  And this Peter Jones, he couldn't do hi
         and he couldn't come out and just...  'Cause oh, he was a 
         scrapper.  Anyway, he couldn't get this horse from Peter Jones.  
         But when they finished up the racing in the fall, why, he come 
         back and he stayed with his horses and got everything all fixed 
         up, you know, for hiding them away for the winter.  And he got 
         one of those old meat baskets.  You remember the old meat 
         baskets they used to, butchers used to have meat shipped in?  
         Well, he got this meat basket full of sandwiches and he got
         about a case of whiskey and seven or eight decks of cards and 
         he went down to Peter Jones's place and him and Peter Jones a
         Charlie Miscoukman(?) played poker for one straight week.  From
         Sunday till the next Sunday and they bet until, oh, poor old 
         Peter Jones's money was all gone... 
          
         (END OF TAPE) 
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