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         GEORGE FIRST RIDER 
          
              George First Rider of the Blood Reserve was born in 1904.  
         He had no formal schooling but became an accomplished horseman 
         and worked for a time on the rodeo circuit.  After working as a 
         farmer he ended up in jail as a result of alcoholism and theft.  
         He attributes his reform to his conversion to Christianity. 
              He prides himself on his ability as a storyteller and on 
         his knowledge of Blood culture, particularly the holy societies 
         many of which he joined as a young man. 
 
          

GHLIGHTS: 

a sweat lodge. 
e are talking about sweat lodges.  
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Describes          - 
         George First Rider:  Okay, w
         It is strange.  The transferable artifacts came from the sweat 
         lodge and that put everything in order.  A person will build a 
         sweat lodge for his life and that will put things straight.  A 
         person will build a sweat lodge for what he dreamed.  It may be 
         a bad dream or a good dream.  They used to say the bad dream 
         will be drawn out.  This drawn out means something will get 
         stuck in our hand, the sliver will have to pus up and then it
         will be taken out.  If we think just to take out we'll just 
         take it out.  So that's what draw out means.  A person's bad 
         dream will be drawn out and it will not come true; that is why
         sweat lodges are built.  The transferable artifacts, after the 
         transferal of a sweat lodge to the Beaver Bundle men... now 
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         lodge, the Medicine Pipe owners will build a sweat lodge, the 
         Horn Society will build a sweat lodge.  All the transferals -- 
         a sweat lodge will be built for the Black Seizers' Pipe.  All 
         the sweat lodges are there especially the sweat lodge for the 
         offerings.  Eventually the sweat lodge for big offerings 
         existed that operates all the... I considered them as if l
         are loaded with ammunition.  It's just like a car battery will 
         get lower.  We will go and have it charged and it will give a 
         real shot.  So that is what a sweat lodge is.  That strengthens
         what we are living for; that is why the Horns sponsor a sweat 
         lodge. 
          
         It occurs if a person's relative dies.  He may be a Horn 
         Society member or a Medicine Pipe owner or a Beaver Bundle
         owner.  He will have to sponsor a sweat lodge.  That is wher
         his bereavements are cleansed, in the sweat lodge, and he is 
         clean again.  That is why people build sweat lodges.  It also 
         occurs if a person thinks up of something that is very good, he
         has happy thoughts.  He will build a sweat lodge if he has sad 
         thoughts, if he has a very sad dream.  That is why sweat lodges 
         exist. 
          
         No
         separate.  There is also a sweat lodge for the bison skull of 
         the Medicine Pipe owners.  There are a lot of Medicine Pipe 
         sweat lodges.  In a Medicine Pipe sweat lodge, the outer 
         wrapper of a Medicine Pipe is a bear skin.  The outer wrap
         of a Medicine Pipe is a bear skin and how is it that we cannot 
         say "bear" in a Medicine Pipe tipi.  They are very scared to 
         say "bear" in a Medicine Pipe tipi; that is the reason why the
         build sweat lodges.  
          
         If
         will say, "I am mistreated.  A name was called in my tipi.  The
         name Bear was called in my tipi."  He will tell a former 
         Medicine Pipe owner, "What shall I do?  What shall I do?  
         name Bear was called in my tipi."  The former Medicine Pipe 
          
         ow
         to do is put up a sweat lodge and the word bear will be drawn 
         out."  That is why I told you when a sliver is pulled out the 
         wound will not infect.  If it is not taken out it will pus up 
         and it will get infected and then the sliver will come out.  
         That's what drawn out means. 
          

e former Medicine Pipe owne         Th
         lodge and that awful name will be drawn out."  The Medicine 
         Pipe owners will put up a sweat lodge on account of that and 
         there is the actual Medicine Pipe sweat lodge.  The Medicine 
         Pipe owners have the same way of pouring water on the hot 
         rocks.  Medicine Pipe owners all use four.  The thing that 
         going to be used for pouring is called Muddy Mouth.*  If we 
         want to pour water for the loon, or if we want to pour water 
         let's say for the owl and the pipe, these will be used for 

          pouring water on the hot rocks.  A scraped off altar is used
         a Medicine Pipe sweat lodge.  The ground is scraped and there 



         is where the incense is burned.  Okay, the pine cedar needles 
         are their own.  A sweet cicely is used in the Horn Society.  
         The Medicine Pipe owners use the pine cedar needles.  They will 
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         chew some pine cedar needles and they will spray their hands 
         with them and then they'll touch what they are going to take.  
         Those are Medicine Pipe sweat lodges.  There is also the sweat 
         lodge that is built for the Medicine Pipe owner.  The sweat 
         lodge that he built himself is different and then there is the 
         one that built a Medicine Pipe sweat lodge for him.  They made 
         a use of the sweat lodges that they built. 
          
         A 
         Lodge.  The bison skull is also included.  Okay, when the bi
         skull existed, the paintings on it are separated by a line of 
         paint.  There is also a bison skull in the Holy Sun Lodge but 
         the paintings are not separated by a line.  It is said that the
         Holy Sun Lodge was given down from heaven; that is how the Holy 
         Woman's sweat lodge is.  There are one hundred willows to build 
         the sweat lodge and one hundred rocks.  The willows in a 
         Medicine Pipe sweat lodge are not counted.  The willows in a 
         Horn Society sweat lodge are counted.  There are seven on one 
         side and seven on the other side; that makes fourteen (14) 
         willows.   
          
         Ok
         square.  The other one that I saw, the pipe that was used for 
         offering a smoke, the tamp sticks were stuck into the ground.  
         Heavy Head stuck them into the ground then he (Heavy Head) sang 
         the Medicine Pipe songs.  He sang the same way.  They are seven 
         songs and the two entrances were opened.  When he sang again     
                              --------------------- 
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         to go into the sweat lodge.  He poured water for the old men 
         that he knew.  He took a cupful of water and he said to the ol
         man that he knew, "This is your sweat lodge.  May you stop 
         walking," and he poured a cupful of water on the rocks.  It 
         said that the sweat lodge was so hot the rocks sounded like 
         gunshots; it was that hot.  He kept pouring water on the rock
         and it was real hot but he kept pouring water on the hot rocks. 
         He poured water on the hot rocks four times.  The people were 
         about jumping out, then he said, "Open the doors," and the 
         doors were opened.  It was that hot the people that were hav
         a sweat bath were squirming around.  They said, "We poured 
         water for the Muddy Mouth."  The men said, "The life of the 
         Muddy Mouth is not so gently."  That's what a sweat lodge is.
         Here we don't know why there are bison skulls in the Holy Sun 
         Lodge sweat lodge and the Medicine Pipe sweat lodge. 
          

ay, the Medicine Pipe owner is complete.  The Medic         Ok
         owner had his rope; it is called Medicine Pipe rope.  The same 
         Medicine Pipe owner has a quirt; it is a Medicine Pipe quirt.  
         The Medicine Pipe owner has his rattle, Medicine Pipe rattle.  
         Okay, the Medicine Pipe owner has his wooden bowl, a Medicine 



         pipe bowl, he had everything and he has a horse.  The bison 
         skull that he puts on top of his sweat lodge was transferred to 
         him.  It occurs it was not all transferred to him, the others 
         are involved in the transferal.  If a person wants the sweat 
         lodge to be transferred to him, the sweat lodge will be 
         transferred to him; the man owns the pipe. If the other person 
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         wants the topknot to be transferred to his child, the Medicine 
         Pipe topknot will be transferred to the child.  The secondary 
         Medicine Pipe woman, the man's wife and the other one is his 
         secondary wife.  She is the side Medicine Pipe woman.  Whoever
         wants to take the position of the side Medicine Pipe woman will 
         take it and she is the one that looks after the tripod.  There 
         are a lot of mix-ups to it but it is just called a Medicine 
         Pipe.  If we try to illustrate them individually, there are a 
         lot of ways to illustrate them.  
          
         Others, the people of the past, the ones that are telling 
         stories, they say, "We'll crush the gun with our feet."  Th
         revolver is called six mouths, not six barrels.  There are six
         loading holes in the chambered breech of the revolver; that is 
         why they are called six mouths.  If a person captures a 
         six-mouthed gun, he captures just one but it is loaded wi
         bullets.  He will tell a story about it whenever he wants to.  
         He'll say, "I crushed the gun and now I captured six guns."  
         That is what Medicine Pipe means.  If a Medicine Pipe is 
         crushed there will be a lot of uses of it.  
          
          
         A 
         items.  Children will be all connected to it.  The top knot 
         owners, why he is going to wear an olivella shell necklace?  
         That is why transferals varied a lot.  That is why a 
         storyteller will know one story and he will tell the s
         way he knows it and the other person that is going to tell a 

y         story will know a different one but it's the same thing.  I ma
         as well say Medicine Pipe.  He tells the story different.  When 
         three people tell different stories the people will think it's 
         false. 
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         transferable artifacts.  A Medicine Pipe owner is initiated
         into everything to a Medicine Pipe sweat lodge.  He is 
         initiated into making a hole in the ground and into digg
         into bending the willow and for the coverings of the sweat 
         lodge.  He was initiated in all those.  He cannot just go in
         the water to swim, he will be initiated to it and then he will 
         swim.  These are not all there.  They are the same as in the 
         Horn Society sweat lodge.  There are a lot of ways to have a 
         sweat bath in a sweat lodge.   
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         lodges will be built for them one by one.  When the Horns 
         transfer their bundles, the Horn Society bundle cannot be 
         transferred at any time.  When the Swan Staff owner transfers 
         his bundle then the rest will be all transferred.  When the 

          bundles are all transferred, the Horns will move to a certain
         place after the break of the circle encampment and they will 



         build sweat lodges in separate groups.  Tripods will be set up 

 will 

t 

e 

rmer Beaver Bundle owner.  If a former Beaver Bundle owner is 

e pipe is transferred to the Beaver Bundle owner.  He'll see 

 
ed 

, 

e former Beaver Bundle owner built a sweat lodge for the 
ill 

o 

e 

 
 

         by the sweat lodge; this is called the cleansing of the 
         bundles.  I mentioned this before, when a baby is born it
         not be just wrapped up it will have to be washed first and it 
         will be wrapped up.  It is the same reason why they build sweat 
         lodge.  The new recipient is washed in the sweat lodge.  He may 
         be a Medicine Pipe man or a Beaver Bundle owner, a Horn Society 
         member.  So it occurs at this point.  A Beaver Bundle sweat 
         lodge is the same.  The hole inside of the Beaver Bundle swea
         lodge is the same.  The hole inside the Medicine Pipe sweat 
         lodge is dug in a square.  The sweat lodge of the straight up 
         headdress owners in the Horn Society is also dug in a circle.  
         The hole inside of the sweat lodge of the trailer headdress 
         owners is dug in a heart shape.  We'll be walking across the 
         prairie and we will find a sweat lodge.  We'll look at the hol
         that is in the middle.  We'll know, "Yes, it is a Medicine Pipe 
         sweat lodge.  The hole is dug in a square."  And we will know 
         that it is a Horn Society sweat lodge, the hole is dug in a 
         heart shape.  People recognize the sweat lodges by the holes 
         that are dug in the middle of the sweat lodges.  It occurs the 
         former Beaver Bundle owners, a sweat lodge will be built for a 
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         wise he will sing the Beaver Bundle songs, by what is he is 
         getting wise; it's because he is taught to be wise. 
          
         Th
         a former Beaver Bundle owner and he'll build a sweat lodge for 
         him.  The sweat lodge is built the same as the sweat the Beaver 
         Bundle owner built for the former Beaver Bundle owner.  Dirt is 
         just spread out neat inside of the sweat lodge then it is 
         covered with water grass.  It was not necessary to bend the
         willows; it is just a sweat lodge.  In the past, birch are us
         for building a sweat lodge.  A birch is strong, it will not 
         break.  Recently the Horns forbid the use of birch.  They say
         "They are the ones that Napi dented.  They are dangerous, they 
         are dented, we will not use them." 
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         person.  When the person enters the sweat lodge the shaman w
         tell him, "What am I going to do to you?"  He'll tell him, 
         "Yes, you will give me some songs."  The shaman told him, 
         "Okay, which ones are we going to sing?  The songs for the 
         pipe, or the beaver songs, or the smoke songs.  Which ones d
         you want to take?"  The person will tell the shaman, "Sing 

av         those songs," and he'll be taught those songs.  He doesn't h
         to build a sweat lodge for the next former Beaver Bundle owner.  
         All he has to do is offer him a smoke.  "Okay, this is your 

e          smoke.  Please sing those songs."  So the former Beaver Bundl
         owner will sing the songs.  That's how Beaver Bundle owners 
         know a lot. 
          
         A person will burn incense for the other person and the man 
         will sing the Medicine Pipe songs and the man that burned the
         incense will also know the songs if he always hears the songs. 
         A Medicine Pipe man will build a sweat lodge and they sing; 



         they teach each other the Medicine Pipe songs.  The bishop of 
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         the Horn Society, when a person wants to know the songs he'll 
         give him some dry goods or he'll build a sweat lodge for him 
         and the man will teach him the Horn Society songs. 
          
         Th
         through the sweat lodge.  If a person's relative dies he can
         take any of the all the sacred artifacts any more because his 
         relative died.  He'll have to sponsor a sweat lodge and he'll 
         be painted in the sweat lodge.  This painted is different.  A 
         person that is painted will be painted all over his body; a 
         person that just has a facial painting is also different.  Wh
         our body is painted means that we are living a pious life, as 
         we are not living a holy life any more.  Nobody will strike a 
         Medicine Pipe owner's lodge. 
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