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who am I? 





context 



which numbered treaty are we on 

right now? 



what is treaty education? 



Treaty Essential Learnings: 

1. Treaties: Introduces the who, what, where, when, and why of 

treaties. 

2. Treaty Relationship: Reviews responsibilities and partners involved 

in the treaty relationship. 

3. History: Consists of the historical events in the making of the treaty 

making process. 

4. Worldviews: Provides an understanding of the differing worldviews 

of the treaty partners. 

5. Symbolism: Focuses on meaning behind the symbols and actions 

used in the treaty making process. 

6. Contemporary Issues: Deals with new and current issues related to 

the treaties.  



 

Treaty Relationships: 

Goal: By the end of Grade 12, students will 

understand that Treaty relationships are based 

on a deep understanding of peoples’ identity 

which encompasses: languages, ceremonies, 

worldviews, and 

relationship to place and the land. 



 

Spirit and Intent of Treaties: 

Goal: By the end of Grade 12, students will 

recognize that there is interconnectedness 

between thoughts and actions which is based on 

the implied and explicit intention of those actions. 

The spirit and intent of Treaties serve as guiding 

principles for all that we do, say, think, and feel. 



 

Historical Context: 

Goal: By the end of Grade 12, students will 

acknowledge that the social, cultural, economic, 

and 

political conditions of the past played and 

continue to play a significant role in both the 

Treaty reality 

of the present and the reality they have yet to 

shape. 



 

Treaty Promises and Provisions: 

Goal: By the end of Grade 12, students will 

appreciate that Treaties are sacred covenants 

between sovereign nations and are the 

foundational basis for meaningful relationships 

that perpetually foster the well-being of all people. 



Treaty education is NOT about 

teaching Indigenous culture. 



why treaty education? 



In 2007, mandatory Treaty Education was introduced: 

 

“Treaty education is an important part of forging new 

ties. There must be an appreciation in the minds of the 

general public that Treaties are living, breathing 

documents that continue to bind us to promises made 

generations ago. This is why my government is 

committed to making mandatory instruction in history 

and content of the Treaties in the K-12 curriculum.” 

 

(Speech from the Throne, 2007) 



We are all treaty people. 

What does this mean? 



why treaty education in 

higher ed? 



• To extend the understandings of 

treaties that students have developed 

(or not) in their previous schooling 

To create a better-informed society 

To work towards justice for Indigenous 

peoples  

To support the University goal of 

Indigenization 



in practice… 



How does treaty relate to your discipline? 



What does it mean to Indigenize your practice? 



• Including the history of Treaty in the historical context 

of your field 

Normalizing difficult knowledge around treaties and 

the treatment of FNMI peoples 

Discussing current Treaty-related current events with 

students as they relate to your field 

Seeking out opportunities to educate yourself about 

the history and current context of treaty-making in 

Saskatchewan/Canada 

Unsettling yourself 





in practice: 

digital storytelling 



Digital storytelling refers to the use of new digital tools 

to help ordinary people tell their own “real-life stories.” 



Digital storytelling is a modern expression of the 

ancient art of storytelling. Storytelling is used to 

share knowledge, wisdom, and values. Stories take 

many different forms and are adapted to each 

successive medium: from the campfire, to the silver 

screen, and now to our personal digital devices. 



why (digital) stories? 



Digital stories are not 

 limited to text. 

Digital stories make complex 

knowledge more accessible. 

Digital stories can foster  

innovation and creativity. 

Digital stories are easily shared 

instantly to unlimited audiences. 



In our pursuit of a more equitable world, storytelling 

allows us to hear those voices that were once silenced. 



“The single story creates stereotypes and the problem with 

stereotypes is not that they are untrue, but that they are 

incomplete. They make one story become the only story.” 

“Stories matter. Many stories matter. Stories have 

been used to dispossess and to malign, but stories 

can also be used to empower and to humanize. 

Stories can break the dignity of a people, but stories 

can also repair that broken dignity.” 



Stories help us make sense of ourselves, our cultures, 

and our societies in rich and meaningful ways. 













Social media and other technologies allow us to 

reframe our stories against dominant narratives. 















#IdleNoMore was initially a reaction to Bill 

C-45 which allowed the removal of 

protections for forests and waterways. 

Goals: (A) The education and the revitalization of 

indigenous peoples through awareness and 

empowerment. (B) Encouraging knowledge 

sharing about indigenous sovereignty and 

environmental protections.[10] 

Led to a reframing of the dominant narrative 

around Treaties and land ownership. 



Storytelling can help us make sense of (troubling) 

knowledge. 













Some final tips & ideas: 

 

There are many events at the university that can help you to 

unsettle yourself and learn more about FNMI culture and the 

history of Treaty. Go to a Pow-wow, participate in a feast, 

attend lectures and other events. 

Remember that you do not need to teach about culture.  

Approach difficult or sensitive topics with respect and humility. 

Draw on available people and resources: faculty, Elders, 

students, etc. 

Start with small steps, and go from there. 



@kbhildebrandt 

katia.hildebrandt@uregina.ca 

Thank you! 
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