
President’s Message – September 2015 
 
It’s hard to believe that the summer of 2015 is almost behind us! However, as I reflect on work 
done with colleagues and wonderful memories of time spent with family and friends this 
summer, I can’t help but look forward to the energy that comes from the start of another 
academic year.  
 
The Fall semester always gets off to a roaring start thanks to all of the Welcome Week activities. 
This year, classes begin on September 9, followed by numerous activities throughout the week 
including barbecues, breakfasts, games and music. Be sure to check out all the fun by visiting the 
Welcome Week website here.  
 
There is added excitement to the start of this semester because students are moving into our 
newest residence building, Kīšik Towers. The completion of the towers brings our on-campus 
residence capacity to approximately 10 per cent of the total student population, a figure more in 
line with other Canadian universities.  
 
Kīšik Towers are the tallest buildings on campus and fittingly, kīšik (pronounced KEE-zhick) 
means “sky” in the Saulteaux language, reflecting our commitment to Indigenization and our 
University’s location on historic Treaty 4 and Treaty 6 lands. The name is complemented by the 
new names of the North and South residences that were revealed in July. The North Residence 
building is now called Paskwāw Tower (pronounced pus-KWOW), the Cree word for “prairie.” 
The South Residence is now known as Wakpā Tower (pronounced wak-pa), coming from the 
Dakota word for “river.”  All three symbols – sky, prairie and river – are represented on the 
Treaty 4 flag.   
 
Kīšik Towers have played a key role in helping us attract new students from across Canada and 
around the world. Research indicates that students who live on campus, especially early in their 
academic career, benefit from the readily-accessible on-campus student supports as well as the 
social circles that open to them as the result of their choice to live in residence. In addition to 
providing affordable housing, Kīšik Towers house a 90-space daycare facility that began 
operation on August 31. The daycare provides students in need of childcare with an important 
resource that helps remove one of the barriers to education that can have a negative impact on 
student success.  
 
The completion of Kīšik Towers once again demonstrates the University’s commitment to 
improving energy and operational efficiency and reducing the environmental footprint of our 
facilities. Using leading-edge in-floor heating and cooling systems, heat recovery, LED lighting, 
and occupancy-based controls, Kīšik Towers will realize efficiency improvements of more than 
25 per cent over our award-winning Paskwāw and Wakpā Tower project that was completed in 
2005. 
 
The students who will begin the semester in Kīšik Towers, those who live in other on-campus 
residences, and those who live in the communities we serve, have all made a commitment to our 
University. I know that every one of our faculty and staff members is committed to ensuring that 

http://www.uregina.ca/orientation/Welcome%20Week/Sept10.html


the semester gets off to a great start for these students and that the foundation is there for a 
successful academic year.  Thank you for that commitment, and for all the work you do. 
 
Throughout the year, I encourage everyone to stay up-to-date on the many public lectures, 
athletics competitions, performances, and other events that make our University such a hub of 
activity. Be sure to check the online events calendar often, and you can also follow me on 
Twitter at @vianne_timmons.  
 
In addition, my door is always open, so if you have questions or concerns about the operations of 
the University, by all means don’t hesitate to email me at the.president@uregina.ca or call my 
office at 585-4696 to make an appointment to meet with me in person. 
 
Have a safe, healthy, and enjoyable year! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Dr. Vianne Timmons 
President and Vice-Chancellor 
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