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Shumiatcher supports creative 
writing initiatives
Distinguished donor provides major gift

Dr Jacqui Shumiatcher, honorary degree recipient 
from the University of Regina and well-known city 
patron of the arts, has donated $225,000 to the 
Building Dreams and Futures campaign to establish the 
Dr Morris C Shumiatcher Graduate Fellowship in 
English.

The fellowship pays tribute to the life of the long-time 
Regina lawyer, intellectual, philanthropist and writer. 
Given the opportunity to write, debate and speak in 
public most of his life, Morris Shumiatcher was 
convinced that a command of the English language is 
essential to the enrichment of the learning experience. 

"He was passionate about the English language and he 
was like that until the end. He loved it. And I thought 
that would be a nice way to remember him by—his 
passion," said Shumiatcher. "The work being 
undertaken at the University is very worthwhile and 
adds much to the life of this city and this province and 
even beyond. It's not only the present; it's our future. 
I only wish I could do more."

The fellowship provides funding support to University 
of Regina MA and PhD candidates in English, with 
preference given to those who have participated in 
University debate competitions.

"Drs Jacqui and Morris Shumiatcher have changed the 
face of this University and community with their 
philanthropic support of the arts and higher 
education," said University of Regina President and 
Vice-Chancellor Dr Robert Hawkins. "This new 
fellowship will provide opportunities for English
graduate students for generations to come, helping us 
attract the best and brightest students to our 
University. We are pleased that Dr Shumiatcher has 
continued her ongoing support of our University with 
this generous gift." 

Jacqueline Shumiatcher was born in Vendin-le-Vieil, 
Pas de Calais, France. She worked in a number of 
positions before forming Managerial Services Ltd. She 
has provided leadership and commitment throughout 
the Regina community. Her community work and 
philanthropy have been recognized with a number of 
distinctions, including an honorary doctor of laws 
degree from the University of Regina, the YWCA 
Women of Distinction Award, and the Saskatchewan 
Order of Merit. 

Building Dreams and Futures is an ambitious campaign 
to raise $100 million for priority areas of the University 
of Regina, including student and research support, the 
Centre for Kinesiology, Health and Sport and emerging 
priorities. Funds are being raised from a variety of 
funding sources, including donations from individuals, 
corporations, and community organizations. 
Information on the campaign and how to make a 
contribution is available at 1-877-779-4723 
or http://www.uregina.ca/campaign.

Ä Ä Ä

Alumnus nominated for 
Governor General’s award
Dr Ross King, an alumnus (BA, MA in English) of the 
Faculty of Arts, has been nominated for a 2006 
Governor General’s Award in non-fiction for his recent 
book The Judgment of Paris: The Revolutionary Decade 
That Gave the World Impressionism. According to the 
press release from the Canada Council, “Ross King 
brings the world of late-nineteenth century France 
alive in this original, meticulously-researched tour de 
force. His finely-wrought portrait of a decade is as 
masterful as the lives of the artists he chronicles.”

The Canada Council administers and promotes the 
Governor General’s Literary Awards, worth $15,000 
each. A total of 68 books were nominated for this 
year’s awards. The winners will be announced on 
Tuesday 21 November at simultaneous news 
conferences in Toronto and Montréal. Each winner will 
also receive a specially-bound copy of the winning 
book. The publisher of each winning book will receive 
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$3,000 to support promotional activities. Non-winning 
finalists will each receive $1,000 in recognition of their 
selection as finalists, bringing the total value of the 
awards to more than $300,000.

Ä Ä Ä

Two major prizes awarded to 
Megan Nell 
University experience “best” of her life

The University Prize in Arts is presented each Fall 
Convocation to the most distinguished student in the 
Faculty of Arts graduating with a first degree. The 
President’s Medal is awarded each convocation to the 
graduate receiving a first undergraduate degree who 
has achieved a minimum 80% average and who has 
shown major leadership in and commitment to extra-
curricular activities while a student at the University of 
Regina. Academic standing and leadership are 
weighted equally.

Megan Nell was the recipient of both awards at the 
Fall 2006 convocation. A student of Luther College, she 
graduated with a BA with great distinction in English.
Her cumulative grade point average was 88.76%. A 
U of R Scholar in every semester of her undergraduate 
career, Ms Nell was also on the Dean’s List seven times 
and the recipient of fourteen other scholarships. 

Megan Nell

During her time at the University, Ms Nell has been 
active in a wide range of extracurricular and 
community service activities, including volunteering as 
a Student Ambassador, with the World University 
Service of Canada, and with the Golden Key 
International Honours Society. She has tutored other 
students in many disciplines, written a weekly column 
for three rural newspapers and, in addition to studying 
voice, drum, piano and music theory, performed with 
several choirs, including the National Youth Choir.

Ms Nell says that “university truly has been the best 
experience of my life. Because of almost perpetual 
uncertainty as to what I wanted to study—and after 
coursework in four quite different majors—I now find 
myself with a knowledge base that is, to say the least, 
‘well-rounded’. University has been very challenging, 
which is why I value it. But even more important than 
anything I learned in University is the continued 
interest to keep on learning, and the thirst for being 
challenged, that the past four years have awakened in 
me. The main thing I will carry away from the U of R is 
the memories, the relationships forged with friends, 
classmates, and faculty. To a small-towner like me, 
University was a new macrocosm that was intimidating 
at first, then familiar, and now an old friend. It’s easy 
to get overwhelmed along the way, but I’ve never 
encountered any of the faculty or staff who were not 
eager to help me. To me, the University is a collection 
of people brought together by their common desire to 
understand the world, and in that sense I will always 
be a part of it.”

Ä Ä Ä

Piwowar receives ISF funding
Innovation and Science Fund supports 
Arts CRC research

As part of the Government of Saskatchewan's 
commitment to expand the Innovation and Science 
Fund, two University of Regina researchers, Canada 
Research Chairs Dr Christine Chan (Engineering)
and Dr Joe Piwowar (Geography), received over 
$800,000, money that comes from the Government of 
Saskatchewan's Innovation and Science Fund. 
Advanced Education and Employment Minister Pat 
Atkinson made the announcement on Tuesday 5 
September at the University of Regina.

"Supporting research and innovation in the province is 
integral to the Government of Saskatchewan's action 
plan to strengthen our economy," Atkinson said. "This 
funding recognizes the University of Regina's spirit of 
innovation and discovery, and the vital research 
undertaken that contributes to a dynamic learning 
community for students, faculty and researchers."

"Today's announcement recognizes the University of 
Regina's growing reputation as a centre of research 
excellence," University of Regina President and Vice-
Chancellor Dr Robert Hawkins said. "The University 
serves our community in many ways – superior 
scholarship and world-class research on environmental 
issues is one of the most important. The research 
Dr Chan and Dr Piwowar are conducting is invaluable 
to the future of our community, province and country. 
We are very pleased to have such accomplished 
researchers at our university."
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Joe Piwowar at 5 September 2006 press 
conference

The Innovation and Science Fund will provide 
$504,316 to Dr Chan for developing information 
technology solutions for the petroleum industry to deal 
with problems of slowing productivity and concern over 
adverse health-related impacts of pollution, and 
$349,102 to Dr Piwowar for the examination of the 
impact of climate change on the prairie ecosystem and 
the development of strategies to promote future 
sustainability.

The Innovation and Science Fund supports research at 
Saskatchewan's universities, colleges and research 
institutes on projects receiving approval and funding 
from the Canada Foundation for Innovation, the 
Canada Research Chairs Program, and the Canadian 
Institutes for Health Research. The provincial 
government has contributed nearly $62 million toward 
research and related infrastructure since the fund was 
created in 2000, and increased fiscal support to the 
Saskatchewan Innovation and Science Fund by 24 per 
cent since 2003.

Ä Ä Ä

Three Arts alumni honoured
Bramham, Turchenek and Weir win 
Crowing Achievement awards

Three of this year’s Alumni Crowning Achievement 
Awards have been given to alumni of the Faculty of 
Arts. Daphne Bramham, BA'75 received the 
Distinguished Alumni Award for Professional 
Achievement, which recognizes achievement of 
professional excellence and distinction. Recipients of 
this award have distinguished themselves within their 
chosen careers.

Richard Turchenek, BEd'72, BA'74, PGD-EADM'96, 
CPS'01 received the Distinguished Alumni Award for 

Humanitarian & Community Service, which recognizes 
U of R graduates who have attained a high level of 
distinction and achievement through their service to 
society. These are people who go beyond the call of 
duty in their demonstration of humanitarianism and/or 
community service in their professional careers; who 
demonstrate exceptional volunteer service to improve 
the lives of people and their communities, making a 
difference to the wellbeing of others; and who have a 
transformative impact on their fields of endeavour.

Erin Weir, BA'02 received the Outstanding Young 
Alumni Award, which acknowledges the University's 
most recent graduates for success in their endeavours, 
including notable contributions to society, to local
communities and/or the U of R community; significant 
achievement in their careers and/or volunteer 
endeavours; and interesting, unusual or innovative 
accomplishments in their public or private lives.
Candidates must be under 35 years of age.

Ä Ä Ä

Music to our ears
David Lawlor honoured at Western 
Canadian Music Awards

On 22 October, French department member David 
Lawlor and members of the Fransaskois traditional 
music group La Raquette à claquettes received the 
Outstanding Francophone Recording award for their 
album Quand La Pluie Viendra at the 2006 Western 
Canadian Music Awards in Winnipeg.  

In recognition of their award, members of the group 
recently performed for Premier Lorne Calvert, 
Lieutenant Governor Dr Gordon L Barnhart and 
other dignitaries at the Regina Legion Branch 001’s 
80th anniversary celebration.  This concert, hosted by 
Pamela Wallin, was broadcast as part of CBC’s Sounds 
Like Canada Remembrance Day special on 10 
November.

Ä Ä Ä

Journalism has share of 
diversity grant
U of R one of six institutions in project

The School of Journalism has been awarded an 
Institutional Change Grant entitled "Diversifying 
Canada's Newsrooms."  The project is a six-member 
partnership with two specific goals: the long-term goal 
is to increase the number of racial minority and 
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aboriginal journalists working with Canadian 
newspapers; and the short-term goal is to increase the 
number of racial minority and aboriginal students in 
Canada's five university undergraduate journalism 
programs.

The five schools partnering with Young People's Press 
(YPP) in this project represent all of the university 
undergraduate journalism programs in Canada:  King's 
College in Halifax; Concordia in Montreal; Carleton in 
Ottawa; Ryerson in Toronto; and the University of 
Regina.

The grant supports and facilitates workshops for 
aboriginal and minority high school students, 
encouraging them to write for YPP, mentoring them, 
editing their copies, and encouraging those with the 
skills to continue their educations at the University of 
Regina School of Journalism. 

The grant has just been announced by the Minister of 
Canadian Heritage, Bev Oda, and has a value of 
$105,342 for two years of workshops and high school 
aboriginal recruitment.

Ä Ä Ä

Berlin’s culturescape
U of R hosts international conference on 
German culture

From 22 to 24 September, the Departments of History 
and International Languages at the University of 
Regina, in association with Fallada Forum, hosted an 
international multidisciplinary conference called
"Berlin's Culturescape in the 20th Century." The 
conference, held at the Hotel Saskatchewan, invited
academics and contemporary artists to explore the 
connections between literature and politics, the 
modernizing city and urban cultural expressions, and 
the search for individual and national identity. 
Participants from 12 countries were in attendance.

Ä Ä Ä

You never know who you’ll 
meet in Belgium …
U of R president runs into Globus students 
abroad

In August, three University of Regina students from 
the Department of Justice Studies (Colleen Walsh, 
David Parker and Terri-Anne Migneault) and two 
JS faculty members (Professors Margot Hurlbert
and Jim Mulvale) took part in the Globus Intensive 
Course on Social Justice and Human Rights at the 
Catholic University of Leuven in Belgium.

One component of the course was a field trip (with 
other Canadian and European students and professors) 
to Ypres, Belgium, the location of the Flanders Fields 
Museum and a famous WWI battlefield, where many 
thousands of Canadians were killed or wounded.
It was an evocative and fascinating field trip.  To top 
things off (and completely by coincidence!), the
contingent of Globus students and professors bumped
into U of R president Robert Hawkins, who was on a 
European vacation with his family, in the town square 
of Ypres.  

front row: Terri-Anne Migneault, Professor 
Margot Hurlbert

back row: Colleen Walsh, David Parker, President 
Robert Hawkins, Dr Jim Mulvale

Later that day, the JS students and professors
attended a sunset “Last Post” service for the war dead 
at the Menen Gate in Ypres, through which soldiers 
from Canada and other countries passed on their way 
to the nearby battlefields.  Dr Noel Kinsella, a Globus 
professor from the Atlantic Human Rights Centre at St
Thomas University in Fredericton, New Brunswick, laid 
a wreath and was asked to officiate at this ceremony in 
his capacity as Speaker of the Senate of Canada.  

Ä Ä Ä
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Archer Library receives book 
donation from China

In October, the Dr John Archer Library received 
approximately 400 volumes of Chinese, English and 
Chinese-English books from the Shanghai Library.  In 
2002, this library, the second largest in China, initiated 
an international project called the "Window of 
Shanghai,” seeking cooperation with overseas libraries.  
U of R’s Archer Library has now joined 25 libraries 
around the world in the project. There will be two 
smaller shipments of books in years two and three of 
the project. 

This donation includes materials on Chinese history, 
literature, economy, fine arts, religious studies and 
culture. It will expand and build on previous donations 
of Chinese materials received in the mid 1980s, 
providing resource support for Arts students, 
researchers and any other interested readers. 

Ä Ä Ä

New books 

Dr Wendy Faith (English, 
Luther) is co-editor with 
Pamela McCallum of Linked 
Histories: Postcolonial 
Studies in a Globalized World
(Michigan State UP, 2005).  
The book brings together 
articles from the journal 
ARIEL that have moved the 
discussion of postcolonial 
criticism and theory forward 
into considerations of 
cultural materialism, a 
politics of resistance and 
globalization. 

Dr Michael Trussler 
(English) has published 
his first collection of short 
stories entitled Encounters.  
Within the collection, 
Trussler meticulously 
observes the human 
experience, painting a 
portrait of ordinary life as 
a collision between the 
bizarre and the prosaic.  
Ken Mitchell, writer and 
Professor Emeritus with 
the U of R, remarks, 
“Encounters is a wonderful 
collection of tales, an awe-

inspiring catalogue of lively characters trying to deal 
with the injustices of life.”  The collection has been 
nominated for two Saskatchewan Book Awards, the 
Regina Book Award and Book of the Year.  Winners of 
Saskatchewan Book Awards will be announced on 25 
November at the Book Awards Gala in Regina.

Ä Ä Ä

Widdis wins major book award
Corey Prize goes to U of R geographer

Geography professor Dr Randy Widdis has won a 
major publication award. His book Permeable 
Border: The Great Lakes Basin as Transnational 
Region, 1650-1990, co-authored with John Bukowczyk, 
Nora Faires, and David Smith, has won the 2006 Albert 
B. Corey Prize, which is awarded biennially by the 
American Historical Association and the Canadian 
Historical Association for "the best book on Canadian-
American relations or on the history of both countries."

Widdis has also just 
published Voices From Next 
Year Country: An Oral 
History of Rural 
Saskatchewan (Canadian 
Plains Research Center, 
2006). The volume is the 
by-product of an ambitious 
multidisciplinary research 
project that addresses 
social cohesion in the 
context of human 

adaptation to environmental, social and economic
change in rural southern Saskatchewan during the 
post-World War II period, and is based on interviews 
with long-term residents of six rural communities—
Balcarres, Carlyle, Craik, Eastend, Naicam and Willow 
Bunch—who shared their experiences and personal 
histories.

Ä Ä Ä
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Law Foundation speaker 
addresses demographic 
challenge

Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond, provincial court judge, 
scholar and advocate for indigenous peoples’ rights, 
delivered the 2006 Law Foundation Chair in Police 
Studies Lecture, “Policing the Future:  The Changing 
Demographics of Saskatchewan,” on 21 September.

Ä Ä Ä

Cabinetvisit to Arts

Members of the Provincial cabinet, including Premier 
Lorne Calvert, were on campus on 12 September for 
an outreach visit. Ministers Eric Cline and John Nilson, 
along with MLA Doreen Hamilton, toured Geography’s 
TERRA lab with department head Dr Ben Cecil (not 
shown), Canada Research Chair Dr Joe Piwowar, 
Dean Tom Chase and President Robert Hawkins.

Ä Ä Ä

Pamela Wallin visits Arts
Former Consul General is U of R alumna 
and honorary degree recipient

On 3 November, Dr Pamela Wallin gave a seminar on 
Canada-U.S. relations to students from Political 
Science, Journalism and the Graduate School of Public 
Policy.

Ä Ä Ä

Pfeifer on Australian research 
team
Will study policing services for mentally ill

Dr Jeff Pfeifer (Psychology and Law Foundation Chair 
in Police Studies) is part of a research team, led by Dr 
Jim Ogloff of Monash University, that recently received 
an Australian Research Council Linkage grant of more 
than $1.1 million AUS to carry out best-practices 
research into policing services for the mentally ill. The 
project is called “Police Services and the Mentally Ill: 
An Evidence-Based Good Practice Model.” In providing
this grant, the Council partnered with the Victoria 
State Police Service.

Pfeifer and his colleagues will conduct research to find
empirical evidence around the current practices, 
policies, and procedures for dealing with those
mentally ill who come into contact with the police. The 
research will have wide-reaching practical applications
for all of Australia, and it will contribute to increased 
levels of community safety and reduced levels of 
victimization of some of the most vulnerable people in 
society.

Ä Ä Ä
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Research successes
Dr Thomas Hadjistavropoulos
(Psychology/Centre on Aging and 
Health) is the lead author of a 
major article (130 manuscript 
pages) that will appear as a 
complete issue (supplement) of 
the prestigious Clinical Journal of 
Pain. The article (and the 
supplement issue) are entitled: 
"An Interdisciplinary Expert 
Consensus Statement on
Assessment of Pain in Older 
Persons".  Dr Hadjistavropoulos 
led the team of authors who represent the disciplines 
of psychology, geriatric medicine, rheumatology, 
family medicine, nursing and physical therapy as well 
as several universities, including UCLA, Duke, McGill, 
University of Melbourne, University of Washington, 
University of Pittsburgh and others.  Dr 
Hadjistavropoulos is also a co-investigator on a grant 
recently funded by CIHR under its Partnerships for 
Health Systems Improvement competition.  The 
project, “The Implementation and Evaluation of an 
Evidence-based, Interdisciplinary Pain Protocol in 
Long-Term Care," has received $199,995 of support
over a three-year period.

Ä Ä Ä

Research profile
Yuchao Zhu publishes in two languages

Political science professor Dr Yuchao Zhu feels 
fortunate to be able to conduct his research in two 
languages.  When he writes in his native language 
Mandarin, he can engage with complex theoretical 
issues, but when he writes in English, he can reference 
the vast body of English-language academic work in 
his field.  

He completed an MA in political science at U of R in 
1988 under the supervision of now-retired professor 
Gerry Sperling before going on to do a PhD at 
Queens University and teaching at the Royal Military 
College of Canada and in Kelowna.  Coming back to 
the U of R and into a tenure-stream job was like 
“coming home,” he says.

Over the course of his career, Dr Zhu has focused on 
two areas:  Chinese ethnic issues, especially the 
interplay between law and politics, in which he 
collaborates often with Arts colleague Dr Dongyan 
Blachford of international languages; and the conflicts 
in China between the rule of law and democracy, 
particularly with regard to labour and human rights.  
His articles are required reading for graduate courses 
across North America.

During his sabbatical last year, Dr Zhu built on his 
already-impressive research record by pursuing some 
new projects that resonate with what he sees as 
critical issues in contemporary Chinese society.  He is 
concerned with the search for a new sense of identity, 
particularly among young people, in the period of 
economic and cultural transition that China is 
undergoing.  This search often generates intense 
feelings about sovereignty and nationalism, topics that 
Dr Zhu addressed in some of the dozen talks that he 
gave at Chinese universities during his time abroad 
last year.  He also developed his interest in 
“constructive deviation,” the way that the 
implementation of any new law or policy differs 
considerably from the original intentions behind the 
legislation.  In some cases, he argues, such deviation 
can lead to an improved situation, when the practice is 
superior to the written law.  In other cases, though, 
the deviation leads to even worse conditions.   This 
principle is germane to the contemporary Chinese legal 
system, which operates frequently on an ad hoc basis, 
creating the conditions for negative deviation.  In a 
paper presented in Beijing this spring and being 
revised for publication, Dr Zhu made the case that 
working towards a more stable legal system in China 
will mitigate negative deviation and lead to more 
constructive social applications.

A new project that Dr Zhu will be working on is what 
he sees as the gap between the academic standards in 
North America and those in China.  In the west, he 
argues, academic standards are kept rigorous through 
the system of refereed publication, something that is 
lacking in the Chinese context.  While Dr Zhu is 
concerned with the ethical implications of this 
disparity, he also wants to shed light on the often 
challenging context in which his Chinese colleagues 
must work.

Ä Ä Ä
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McDougall Gauley students 
share their research
Recipients of undergrad fellowships have 
put the money to good use

In January 2006, the Faculty of Arts was thrilled to 
announce the creation of the newly endowed fellowship 
in Police and Justice Studies, generously donated by 
the law firm McDougall Gauley, as part of the 
University’s Building Dreams and Futures campaign. 
The fellowship, which has funding of $100,000 over 
five years beginning in 2005, will be presented in the 
form of two annual awards of $10,000 each to eligible 
undergraduate students in Police or Justice Studies.  

Kristine Fitzgerald and Todd Galloway

The first two recipients of the fellowships are proud of
the work they were able to complete with this support.
Kristine Fitzgerald says that the $10,000 she 
received from McDougall Gauley allowed her to spend 
her summer months conducting a research project 
under the supervision of Dr Jeff Pfeifer (Psychology 
and Law Foundation Chair in Police Studies).  Her 
research was on the phenomenon called “own-race 
bias” (commonly called the cross-race effect). This is a 
recognition bias that suggests that individuals are 
more accurate in identifying and distinguishing 
between people of their own race than people of other 
races.  While research had previously been conducted 
across Caucasian, African-American and Asian groups, 
there had been no such research examining this 
phenomenon between Caucasian and First Nations 
groups in Canada. Kristine’s research specifically 
addressed the question of whether the own-race bias 
could be extended to these two groups.

Kristine is grateful for the funding provided by 
McDougall Gauley, which allowed her to focus on her 
research because she was able to work on-campus 
instead of at another job.  She says, “this opportunity 
gave me some insight into my possible future career.  

I was fortunate to gain some hands-on experience with 
research and it really strengthened my desire to 
continue on to graduate school.  I consider myself very 
fortunate to be given the McDougall-Gauley Fellowship 
award, especially as a third-year undergraduate! I 
believe that this award is extremely beneficial to 
undergraduate students who have an interest in 
research.”

The idea for Todd Galloway’s four-month project, 
“Aboriginal Policing: An Environmental Scan of 
Aboriginal Policing Policy, Research, and Initiatives,” 
came from the March 2006 Moving Towards Justice
conference that he attended along with Dr Jim 
Mulvale, head of Justice Studies. They decided to do 
research on aboriginal policing in Canada in order to 
get a sense of the various policing models used, and of 
the research that already existed in the field, around 
issues such as the range of aboriginal police service 
delivery models currently used across Canada,
comparative organizational policies and 
implementation, and the technical aspects of aboriginal 
police service (i.e. funding and training).  Todd 
conducted a literature review and then submitted an 
application to the university’s Research Ethics board to 
gain permission to interview key people directly 
involved with aboriginal policing through organizations 
such as the RCMP, SaskJustice and the FSIN Special 
Investigations Unit. The project produced a 
comprehensive annotated bibliography, interview
recordings and reports, and a project overview to help 
form the basis for future research in the field.

Like Kristine, Todd sees his experience as a McDougall 
Gauley scholar as formative for future academic and 
professional careers: “The fellowship gave me first-
hand experience with research, project planning and 
networking with individuals in my area of study. It also
helped me to form a better understanding of the 
direction I would like to go when I have completed my 
BA.”  He credits Dr Mulvale with being crucial in 
providing the cooperation and guidance needed to 
plan, organize and direct the project.

Ä Ä Ä

Courtney Balkwill: the first Arts 
Coop student 
Program essential in shaping her as a 
young professional

Courtney Balkwill has had many firsts with the 
Faculty of Arts Cooperative Education program. 
Although the program officially started in May 2005, 
Courtney snuck in a bit early as the first person in the 
program, starting a double work-term with Agriculture 
and Agri-food Canada as a Junior Trade Analyst in 
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January 2005, as part of a pilot project. 21 months 
later, Courtney convocated on 21 October (BSc in 
Statistics and Economics) as the first graduate of the 
University of Regina with an Arts Cooperative 
Education designation. (Her other first is that she 
graduated with a BSc and an Arts Coop credit!)

In her first placement, Courtney had a variety of 
experiences: researching consumer markets in other 
countries; updating Country Fact Sheets; helping 
develop an online research tool based on the 
Euromonitor database; and attending the International 
Economic Forum of the Americas. She noted in her 
work term report that she learned “what a person with 
an economics degree can do in the government,” as 
well as developed a “larger understanding of how a 
federal government works as well as the policies that it 
implements.”

For her third and final work term, Courtney was a 
Committee Review Coordinator with Saskatchewan 
Health. In this position, she implemented a review of 
all committees under the purview of Saskatchewan 
Health, as well as working on Project Hope for the 
Alcohol and Drug Services program.

Courtney Balkwill

Courtney has high praise for the coop experience:  
“Because of the cooperative work term option, I have 
been able to complement my resume with a full year of 
professional experience as well as include several 
professional references. This experience has been 
valuable not only in terms of providing hands-on 
experience, but also in terms of meeting other 
professionals in the field, making contacts, networking 
and having the opportunity to explore all facets of 
different industries. Learning where your degree can 
take you and what you are most interested in is 
another positive benefit of the program and is 

something that you cannot learn in the classroom. The 
biggest advantage of the coop program is to have the 
opportunity to prove your capabilities prior to being 
done your degree. This was extremely useful for me, 
as I got hired on by the same organization in which I 
completed my last work term. I am extremely 
thankful that I chose the cooperative education 
program. It was not only a fun and interesting 
experience, but it also turned out to be essential in 
shaping me as a young professional.”

Ä Ä Ä

Police Studies grads active in 
police service

left to right: President Robert Hawkins; Assistant 
Commissioner Darrell McFadyen, Commanding 

Officer, “F” Division; Constable Erin Carey, BA in 
Police Studies graduate; Chief Terry Coleman, 
Moose Jaw Police Service, MA in Police Studies 
graduate; Constable Jasmyn Sawatzky, BA in 

Police Studies graduate (Great Distinction); Dr 
Richard MacLennan, Co-ordinator, Police Studies 

Program.

At the recent Fall convocation, the usual parade of 
academic robes included the dress uniforms of three 
graduands from the Police Studies program:  
Constables Erin Carey and Jasmyn Sawatzky, both 
in active service with the RCMP, and Moose Jaw Chief 
of Police Terry Coleman, who received the first MA 
in Police Studies from the U of R.  Chief Coleman 
provided the following account of his experiences in 
the field and with the Police Studies program:

“I have been a police officer for over 37 years and the 
Chief of Police in Moose Jaw since 1997.  However, 
most of my career was with the Calgary Police, where I 
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worked extensively in operations as well as senior 
management.  Although I originally studied at the U of 
R in the Faculty of Business Administration and 
received a Master of Human Resources Management 
there in 2002, my recent studies have been at the 
graduate level in Police Studies.

“As a police leader, my interests are the strategic 
management of police organisations, hence my initial 
interest in Human Resource Management and more 
recently my interest in the measurement of 
organisational performance.  It is the latter that was 
the focus of my MA studies and will be further pursued, 
all being well, at the PhD level starting in 2007.

“Frankly, I chose the Faculty of Arts because the BA 
Police Studies program was already in place.  With the 
support of Dr Ken Leyton-Brown (the former co-
ordinator of the program), the Faculty of Arts and the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies were receptive to my 
interest in pursuing graduate studies and a program 
was designed in consultation with me that met my 
needs.  For that, I am truly grateful.

“Not only has it been very beneficial to my work as a 
leader and manager of a police organization, but it has 
also assisted me at the federal and provincial levels 
with respect to understanding and mapping the future 
of policing locally, regionally and nationally.”

Ä Ä Ä

Ethical issues: a column
Philosopher asks whether the US “war on 
terrorism” is a just one

Philosopher Dr Eldon Soifer is an expert on ethics and 
has co-authored Hypocrisy: Ethical Investigations (with 
Béla Szabados) and edited Ethical Issues: Perspectives 
for Canadians.  He offers the following brief essay as a 
framework for thinking about some of the issues 
around the US-led “war on terror, rather than as an 
attempt to resolve them.”

If, as I think, the “war on terrorism” is a war in more 
than a metaphorical sense (compare the “war on 
drugs” and “war on poverty”), then it might be 
appropriate to apply so-called “just war theory” to 
assess its legitimacy. This theory requires just cause
(legitimate reason to go to war) and just means
(conducting the war appropriately).

Just cause has three conditions. The first is substantial 
aggression by another, though there is room to debate 
how much aggression is “substantial,” and how we 
identify which party is the aggressor.  The war on 
terrorism does seem to be a response to aggression 
(think of the events of 11 September 2001), though 
questions remain.  Who started the aggression?  Is the 
war correctly targeting the aggressors?

The second condition is that all practical alternatives to 
violence have to have been tried first (and failed).  
(Note the danger here of giving the aggressors more 
time to prepare their attacks.)  Relevantly here, if an 
enemy threatens imminent use of “weapons of mass 
destruction,” then a pre-emptive strike may be 
justifiable.  If the threat is not immediate, though, 
then one is only trying to prevent a possible future 
attack. This has traditionally been seen as illegitimate, 
on the assumption that the attack might still be 
forestalled in some other way. 

The final condition is that there has to be a reasonable 
chance of success.  Is there such a chance in this 
case? Surely some would-be terrorists may have their 
efforts thwarted, but it may not be possible to prevent 
all terrorist attacks, given the lack of a clear territorial 
base, and the availability of various technologies.  
Further, the actions taken might simply create a new 
generation of angry would-be terrorists.

Just means requires that the force used be 
proportional to the amount of aggression by the other, 
and that one never intend direct harm to innocents 
(though one may foresee it as a consequence of an 
action aimed at a legitimate target—“collateral 
damage”). Key questions surround who counts as an 
“innocent,” and what difference it makes if the harm is 
intended or merely foreseen. Here, we might note the 
difficulty of correctly identifying terrorists and their 
supporters. We might also wonder about the degree of 
care taken to protect innocent lives—for example, 
when using superior air power to bomb suspected 
terrorist installations—or to improve the condition of 
people formerly living in a repressed state. Finally, we 
might also wonder about harm to the privacy rights of 
innocent civilians, and to suspected terrorists who are 
harshly interrogated.

If you would like to respond to Dr Soifer’s argument, 
or submit a brief essay on another ethical topic for a 
future issue of Arts and Minds, please contact Dr Lynn 
Wells, Associate Dean (Research and Graduate 
Studies) at wellsl@uregina.ca.

Ä Ä Ä
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First-Year Orientation on 31 August 
2006 draws big crowd

Ä Ä Ä

Ä Ä Ä
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Coffee House Controversies Schedule
Winter 2007

18 January—Salvador Orlando Alfaro
Contested ways of knowing: the politics of place 

and the role of “other” knowledges in the academy

1 February—Dr Nick Jones
Is the UN a toothless dog in responding to 

genocidal crises?

15 February—Dr Ann Ward
9/11, terrorism and the politics of empire

1 March—Dr Heather Hadjistavropoulos
How can you not be worried about your health?

15 March—Dr Kathleen Wall
What’s the use of art?

Join us at Chapters Southland (2625 Gordon Road) at 
7:30 pm for 40 minutes of engaging speaking and 
discussion.  For further information, please contact 

Jennifer Arends at 585.4226.

2007 Woodrow Lloyd Lecture

Dr Roy Romanow
Health Care and Canada’s  “Shared Destiny”

25 January 2007
7:30 pm, Education Auditorium

Canada’s evolution as a progressive nation has been the result of 
Canadians believing and practicing a philosophy of “shared 

destiny.” Medicare holds a central role in this narrative.  Medicare 
is not just about basic Canadian values like equity and fairness for 

all citizens.  It’s not merely about effectiveness and efficiency.  
Medicare is not even simply about the irrefutable evidence showing 
that our single-player, public system delivers excellent outcomes, 

which it does.  Yes, Medicare is about all these issues—but it is also 
about much more.  The future progress of our nation and respect 
for our legacy and values can be measured by how we deal with 

social programs like medicare.


