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Four University of Regina faculty members have distinguished 
themselves amongst their students and peers and have been selected as 
the 2014 recipients of University of Regina Alumni Association (URAA) 
Excellence Awards.

The University of Regina and the URAA collaborate to celebrate the 
achievements of accomplished faculty in the areas of teaching, research 
and service. Last year, the annual award program, which was 
established in 1990, was expanded to include the category of graduate 
research mentorship. 

Dr. Mark Brigham, professor of biology, will receive the URAA Award for 
Excellence in Graduate Research Mentorship. His extensive work with 
graduate students and the impact of that work on their academic and 
intellectual lives is noted widely by students and faculty colleagues alike. 
Despite running a busy lab and balancing his numerous research and 
administrative responsibilities, Brigham finds time not only for his own 
graduate students, but for all students in the department. Having trained 
a total of 48 graduate students, He is known for providing outstanding 
training and research support for the student members of his research 
team. Brigham enjoys a place in the Natural Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council of Canada's top five per cent of “outstanding” 
researchers who train highly qualified personnel.

Professor of computer science, Dr. Yiyu Yao will receive the URAA Award 
for Excellence in Research for his ability to maintain a strong and 
dynamic research program while continuing to be accessible to students 
and fellow academics. Described by many of his peers as a “pioneer” in 
an emerging field of computer science, Yao is known for the high quality 
of his research. Yao's research influence is felt by a wide scholarly 
community at the University of Regina and abroad. Internationally, he is 
an innovative and distinguished voice in the scientific community, and 
he is the first University of Regina researcher to achieve an h-index — 
the international measure of scientific publication productivity and
impact — of 61. This is a remarkable achievement.

“The Alumni Association is proud of the quality of teaching, research 
and service at the University of Regina as exemplified by these four 
outstanding scholars," said Alumni 
Association President, Jeph 
Maystruck. "We established these 
awards with the University to 
recognize faculty members who 
go beyond what is expected of 
them. I think these four are a 
perfect example of this!” 

Two other professors — Patricia 
Elliott (Journalism) and Dr. Cory 
Butz (Computer Science) — will 
receive URAA Excellence Awards 
for Service and Teaching, 
respectively. 

To learn more about the University 
of Regina Alumni Association 
Excellence Awards, visit

www.uregina.ca/external/alumni-
relations

May 6  9:30 a.m.
Greening Professionals for Sustainability

Together with the Regional Centre of Expertise on Education 
for Sustainable Development, the Faculty of Engineering and 
Applied Science at the University of Regina is pleased to co-
host a roundtable event.  Representatives from a range of 
fields will discuss professional responsibilities with respect to 
climate change and sustainability in their work.  

Location:  Education Auditorium, University of Regina
Participants:
Emcee / Moderator
Dr. Amber Fletcher  (Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of 
Public Policy)
Keynote Speaker
Dr. Chuck Hopkins  (UNESCO Chair in Education for 
Sustainable Development, York University)

For more information, call (306) 337-2277.

May 9 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Open House for new and future students

The University of Regina and its Federated Colleges invite 
you to our Spring Open House.
Come out and meet Grey Cup champion and Saskatchewan 
Roughrider Chris Getzlaf.

This is your chance to:
Tour campus
Meet professors, staff and current students
Attend workshops
Book academic advising appointments
Apply 
Register for classes 
Spend a night in residence 

Who should attend?
Newly admitted students, Parents and Grade 11 students

For more information or to register, visit: 
www.uregina.ca/futurestudents or email 
student.recruitment@uregina.ca or call 1-800-644-4756.

Location: Centre for Kinesiology, Health & Sport

 

May 10 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Science Rendezvous

Join over 1,000 visitors to experience a day of fun in science 
for families and all ages. Activities will include project 
boomerang, high school science quiz competition, magic 
chemistry show, gray's anatomy, bats in the prairie, computer 
gadgets, interactive laboratory tour, microbiology and 
chemistry of cheese, making ice-cream, our planet Earth, 
walking on water, door prizes and much more!

Location: Research and Innovation Centre (RIC), 1st floor

Free admission and parking in Lots 8, 9, 10 and 15.

For more information, call (306) 337-3290 or visit: 
www.uregina.ca/science
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On July 1, 1974, by an Act of the provincial 

Legislature, the University of Regina 

became an autonomous degree-granting 

institution and adopted the motto

As One Who Serves.

In the 40 years since our independence, 

we have remained dedicated to the pursuit 

of knowledge and to serving our students, 

our community and beyond. 

40-year logo design: Robert Huber


