
Dr. Alec Couros, an associate professor of 
Education Technology and Media in the 
Faculty of Education at the University of 
Regina, describes himself as an “open 
educator” taking teacher education online 
and making it available around the world.

Couros is a pioneer of the open education 
movement, and his online courses are 
considered the precursors of today's 
Massive Open Online Courses (MOOC). 
These courses, offered online and freely 
available to anyone, have revolutionized 
distance learning, allowing for unlimited 
numbers of course participants - 
sometimes numbering in the thousands - 
and increased interaction between students 
and instructors.

Couros piloted the idea of an open course 
in 2007, in his Social Media and Open 
Education class.

“I proposed to the 20 education students in 
my class that we invite the world into our 
course,” says Couros. “I put the word out 
on Twitter and attracted about 200 people 
who volunteered to act as network 
mentors. That was eye opening.”

Students have responded positively to 
Couros' open courses. 

“The unique, open nature of the course has 
attracted students from well beyond the 
University of Regina. Students from the 
University of British Columbia, University 
of Calgary, University of Saskatchewan, 
and other parts of North America have 
taken the course for credit.”

Since the first experiment in 2007, the 
popularity of MOOCs has exploded; they 
are now offered at prestigious universities 
including Stanford, MIT, and Princeton.

The rise of the MOOC signals a major shift 
in how teachers, professors and educators 
think about education. “We are no longer 
learning in isolation,” says Couros. “The 
classroom walls have come down.”

Couros is well-respected both on and 
offline, with more than 72,000 followers 
on Twitter, and he presents at dozens of 
conferences annually around the world, 
speaking about the importance of online 
tools in our education system. In his 
classes, he encourages students and 
teachers to get connected online through 
tools like Twitter and blogs. 

“In these online spaces, teachers are able 
to connect, see what other teachers are 
doing, and share ideas,” says Couros. “You 
see incredible things happening in 
classrooms on a daily basis thanks to the 
global collaboration that is now possible.”
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

February 10 10 a.m.
Faculty of Business Administration
Speaker Series

"Intelligence vs. Privacy: A false dichotomy?"

Michael Doucet will explore the questions of 
how our government can manage both the 
requirement for a strong Canadian national 
security foundation and the privacy rights of 
citizens. He will ask if we are forced to choose 
between privacy and freedom.
 
Doucet is the Executive Director of the Security 
Intelligence Review Committee (SIRC) which is 
an independent, external review body that 
reports to the Parliament on the operations of 
the Canadian Security Intelligence Service 
(CSIS). 

Location: Education Building, Room 514,
U of R main campus
For more information, call (306) 337-3327.

February 12 12 p.m.
Public Lecture

“The Role of Indigenous Feminism in 
Deconstructing Legislated Identity”

Carrie Bourassa, professor of Indigenous Health 
Studies at First Nations University of Canada 
will discuss how the Indian Act continues to 
impact the identity of Indigenous people and 
particularly Indigenous women in Canada.

Location: Dr. John Archer Library, Regina Room 
– LY 107.32, U of R main campus
For further information, call (306) 585-4398. 

February 27  3:30 p.m.
Fine Arts Presentation Series

“The Original Instrument: The Human Voice and 
the Human Body”

Helen Pridmore, associate professor, 
Department of Music, is a classically-trained 
singer. Her early performing career focused on 
the 18th and 19th centuries – Schubert, 
Mozart, Puccini – inspirations of showing the 
beauty of the human voice. In her talk, Pridmore 
asks, "But what is beauty anyway? How do we 
conceive of beauty in art, in music - in our 
bodies & our voices?" 

Location: Shu-Box Theatre, Riddell Centre,
U of R main campus
For more information, call (306) 585-5519.

The Alumni Crowning Achievement Awards recognize University of Regina alumni who are contributing to 
positive social, cultural and economic change, locally and internationally.

Nominations will be accepted for candidates in the following categories: 

ò Lifetime Achievement Award
ò Distinguished Alumni Award for Professional Achievement
ò Distinguished Alumni Award for Humanitarian & Community Service
ò Dr. Robert and Norma Ferguson Award for Outstanding Service
ò Outstanding Young Alumni Award

Nominations must be submitted by March 16, 2015. Details and forms are available on our website at: 
www.uregina.ca/external/alumni-relations.
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