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WHAT’S HAPPENING

April 22 EARTH DAY

April 28   5:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Levene Dinner

Location: RCMP Heritage Centre, 5907 

Dewdney Avenue

The Kenneth Levene Graduate School of 

Business will host its third annual Levene 

Dinner featuring the Honourable Ralph 

Goodale, Minister of Public Safety and 

Emergency Preparedness. For more 

information visit:  

www.uregina.ca/events/levene-dinner

April 29   8:30 a.m. – 4:15 p.m.
Living Heritage symposium

Location: Royal Saskatchewan Museum, 
2445 Albert Street

The 2016 Living Heritage event will focus 
on truth & reconciliation through the 
sharing of stories, and will contribute to 
building positive relationships between 
Indigenous people and other Canadians. 
The event will provide an opportunity for 
people to learn about and participate 
actively in reconciliation initiatives 
through performance art, storytelling and 
public policy presentations. There is no 
cost to attend, but those interested in 
attending are encouraged to register. For 
more information visit 
www.uregina.ca/events

May 10   5:30 p.m.
Levene School Information Session

Location: Crave Kitchen & Wine Bar, 
1925 Victoria Avenue

Join us for complimentary appetizers and 
learn about our programs. The session will 
include a presentation by an alumnus of 
our program as well as information about 
our GMAT prep course and the application 
process. For more information visit: 
www.uregina.ca/events/levene-gsb-

Oil-eating bacteria sound like villains in a science fiction movie, but University of Regina researchers are 
discovering they may actually be heroes! These microscopic bacteria may reduce environmental damage 
caused by oil spills – big work for such tiny organisms.

“The environment naturally breaks down toxins in oil,” says Dr. Andrew Cameron, assistant professor in the 
Department of Biology in the Faculty of Science. “Bacteria can take an oil molecule – such as a pipeline 
leak – and degrade it into something non-toxic.”

As part of a research team in the Integrated Microbial Systems and Society laboratory in the Department of 
Biology, Cameron is working to understand how different microbial communities work together to break 
down oil and other contaminants.

Dr. Chris Yost, Dr. Britt Hall, Dr. Andrew Cameron, along with their students, are hoping to discover the 
perfect oil-eating microbial community. To do this, they take DNA samples from soil previously soaked in oil 
where the contaminants have been removed by bacteria and fungus. The researchers then sequence the 
DNA to see which microbial species are present and how these species interact.

This is an important aspect of research into bacterial-based oil clean-up, says Cameron. “We're looking 
beyond dumping a few species of microbes onto a spill. We're looking at microbes in their natural 
communities to see if we can replicate the exact environmental factors that need to be present to ensure 
the oil-eaters can do their job properly.”

Third-year biology major, Danae Suchan is excited about the research contributions she's making. 
“These techniques have real-world applications that will positively impact the environment,” says Suchan.

Cameron says that while oil spills will continue, this research may help to improve the clean-up process 
and reduce damage caused by spills.

This research is supported by NSERC Engage Grants, the NSERC Undergraduate Student Research Award 
(USRA), and the University's Vice-President (Research) office.
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