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         Jim Dumont:  ...the same p
         people, a new generation, new seeds that were planted on this 
         earth.  And when they, as they grew, they would find that as 
         they were walking down this road that they were put on this 
         other road, all of a sudden they would stop and they would lo
         around and as far as they could see in front of them there was 
         nothing that they wanted, nothing that had any meaning to them. 
         And when they looked back behind them where they had come from, 
         since the day they were born, they couldn't see anything that 
         had any meaning for them in their lives.  And then they would 
         begin to ask, "Why am I on this road?  Why am I walking this 
         way?"  It would be then that they would begin to retrace their
         steps to look for a road that they heard about that old people 
         talked about.  They would go looking for that.  And in 

 these          retracing their steps, they would go looking for some of
         people that we see here today, some of these old ones who still 
         held on to these ways, whose parents or grandparents refused to 
         send them to school; kept them at home and taught them their 
         traditions and their ways.  And there would be some, maybe, wh
         weren't so old, but they were also held back so that these ways 
         wouldn't be forgotten. 
          
         An
         never to be broken.  That became so thin, so thin at one poin
         that there was only a handful of people who were still holding 
         on to our ways.  And it would be these people that these young 
         people who had lost almost everything, who had nothing, that's 
         who they would go looking for.  And it's said that they would 
         travel all over this island.  They would go without sleep 

or          looking for these things, looking for these ways, looking f
         those people who could give them those ways.  They are the 



         people of the seventh fire.  And it's through these young ones, 
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         these young people who had nothing, that there would be a 
         return to the traditional ways again.  It would depend on t
         pitiful people who knew nothing of what life really was, on 
         these pitiful people, that this new time of the seven fires 
         would begin.  And it's felt now that we are living in that 
         time.  That not too long ago, that time began.  And that the
         young people that you see - even though I am starting to get 
         grey hair on my head, I'm still in that class of young people 
         who have come through that period of growing up without 
         receiving anything of what belonged to me, and belonged to 
         these ways. 
          
         We are the ones who have been looking for the last seven years, 
         the last ten years.  We are the ones that travelled all over 
         looking for someone.  We even went into, amongst other nations
         of people because we thought that it wasn't right here, around 
         us.  We didn't know that there were people like Sam here, that 
         were living right here in this area, that could tell us about 
         these things.  So we travelled all over, out west of here and 
         south of here looking for those things that we felt would give 
          
         us life.  And that's the way it has been for me for the last 
         ten years.  That's where I went, way out west amongst the Cree
         people looking for those things.  And what those Cree people 
         told me, told us who went out there, "Go back home to your own 
         people."  Not that they didn't want us out there.  They said, 
         "We have given you as much as we can, we've given you a start. 
         Now go home, because it's right there," they said.  "It's right 
         there amongst your own people and that's where you belong, 
         that's where you should find it, amongst your own people.  A
         if you sincerely look for those ways, those people will begin 
         to come out."  You see, it's almost like they've been hiding 
         all that time.  But it's not them who were hiding, it's only u
         who didn't believe in them and didn't believe that there was 
         anything left anymore.  And once you believe in that and begin
         to look for those things, you will begin to see those people 
         begin to come out and talk about the things that they know.  
         And that's what happened after we came back home. 
          

nce that time we've become involved in the, I gu         Si
         fulfilling of the prophecies that were spoken of.  We have 
         ended up on this road that we were looking for.  We are now 
         following that way, we are living that way.  As pitiful as we
         are, we are kind of like those people, the way that they were. 
         That's the way that we are today.  We walked around; we walk 
         around out there; we walk right through medicines; we step 
         right over top of it and still we're walking around with sor
         on our hands; we're walking around with illness inside our 

re.         bodies and we don't even know that the medicine is right the
         That's the way that we are.  We go to a Dominion store, A&P, 
         Loblaws, your favorite store, and we buy food, food that will 
         make us sick, food that won't give us the nourishment that we 
         need, food that's full of all kinds of chemicals, because 
         that's the only way we know how to live, and yet we walk, w
         walk right over top of food here and we don't even know that 
         it's food.  We're like those people that, those second people 



         that were talked about.  That's how much we have lost.  That's 
         how pitiful we are.  And today, today it's kind of like that.  
         The grandfathers are looking down toward us and they see us the 
         way that we are.  And they are sending help to us. 
          
         And in our traditions, what we have followed for the last eight 
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         years now, that it said a little boy would be born amongst you, 
         a little boy would appear one day at the eastern doorway.  And 
         that little boy - about him they said, "Get your children 
         together, get your people together, and teach them so that 
         will know.  So that when that little boy comes, when he talks 
         to them, they will know how to talk to him, because he will be 
         talking the language of the earth and of the plant life, and of 
         the birds and of the animals.  That's the language he will be 
         speaking.  And if you don't know that language and if your 
         children don't know, then they won't even recognize him, the
          
         wo
         they said, "when he appears at the eastern doorway, he would 
         begin to go and gather all those things that were scattered 
         along the trail," the trail that we have taken over the last 
         few generations.  Little by little, we dropped our language 
         over here.  And as we walked along, we threw a little bit more 
         of our culture down.  We left it behind and said it wasn't 
         important anymore.  We left some of our songs, some of our 
         ceremonies.  So, if we could look back we would see scattered 
         all along the trail of the past generation, we would see those 
         things just scattered along there.  Then we would understand 
         where we are, the people of my generation.  If you understand 
         why we are so pitiful, why we have so little, is because it's 
         been left back there.  This little boy, it said he would go 
         gathering those things again and he would be filling this 
         bundle, just like that bundle that that little boy original
         brought to the people, the sacred ways, our life.  He would 

,         gather those things together again and begin to fill that bag
         fill that bundle, and we even, who recognized him, that's the 
         way we would be. 
          
         We
         that; we're retracing our steps trying to find the language 
         over there, trying to put together a few more pieces of the 
         culture, trying to gather together a little bit more knowledg
         of the pipe and of the drum, the song, the ceremonies, trying 
         to put them together again - the knowledge of medicine and the 
         healing - and looking for those people that still remember.  
         That way, we fill that bundle full again.  That's the time tha
         we're in now.  And it's said that, that little boy, he's 
         already been born.  He's already among us.  And if we know
         that, if we have experienced that, that's why we were doing 
         that.  That's why we're trying to put those things together. 
         That's what we're doing; we're following that little boy.  And 
         it's through that little boy that these ways would come back to 
         us again.  In the last seven, eight years that's what we have 
         been doing.  And we have witnessed that little boy appearing at 
         the eastern doorway.  And we have recognized him when he came.  
         And what was said about him in the prophecies, that's what's 
         happening with us now.  There are many who haven't even heard 



         of this road, who haven't even come to believe that it's 
         important to gather these things together again. 
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         young people who are here today, that wherever they are on this 
         island here, that's what they're doing.  They are trying to 
         piece these things back together again.  And it seems that it
         the old ones, the old ones can still remember.  And it's said 
         about those old ones that it's not all of them who still know. 
         Just because they are old doesn't mean that they have the 
         knowledge because some of those old ones have fallen asleep.  
         But there are those, I guess, that are called elders and you 
         will find them and it's those old ones, those teachers and 
          
         th
         together this time.  This is the way that we are here.  It's as
         though this is what they were talking about.  So for me, for me 
         to be here is - just to be in the same room I guess, where 
         these old people are talking here - for me that's what they 
         talked about hundreds and hundreds of years ago when those 
         prophecies were given.  That's happening right now.  And I f
         like I am a part of that.  And I feel like these people who are 
         gathered here, that you're the ones who they talked about way 
         back there.  They knew this was going to happen one day but it 
         seems to depend on us, this generation, what we're living right 
         now.  Because this seventh fire they talk about; they said 
         there is an eighth fire somewhere out there ahead of us.  It
         seems like it's way over there, and it depends on two things 
         today.  If we can retrace our steps and find the road that we 
         were originally given to follow by the Creator, and if the 
         people who came to this island, the light-skinned people, if
         they can find the face of brotherhood, that's the way they 
         should have come.  If they can find the face of brotherhood 
         learn how to live properly in North America here, on this 

 to          island - if they can do that, that means they have to learn
         live with our mother, the earth.  And if we can retrace our 
         steps and find our original ways, then it's possible for that
         eighth fire to be lit which is talked about as the time of 
         peace and brotherhood and of understanding. 
          

t if that doesn't happen, then the time of         Bu
         we see all around us to the earth, to the land, to the people, 
         that will only continue until man destroys everything.  And we, 
         the original people of this island, we are so caught up in it 
         now that we will be destroyed with it.  So it depends on those 
         things.  So for me to be here, we've taken one more step 

o I          towards that, towards the lighting of that eighth fire.  S
         wanted just to say that much because what I am here for is to 
         listen to these old people, these teachers and those who have 
         knowledge of medicine, to listen to them talk, to listen to 
         what they have to share with us, and other than what I have 
         just said, I don't think I have that much more to say or that
         it's up to us to be talking at this time.  It's up to us to be 
         able to listen to what these people have to say here.   
            

ker:  Thank you very much, Jim Dumont.  And for such         Spea
         words and the wisdom you've shared with us.  We greatly 



         appreciate it and we hope to continue a lot of dialogue amongst 
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eaker:  (Inaudible) and he said tell them a couple of words.  
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m:  ...what we are and what we're doing, what we're trying to 

eaker:  Thank you, Sam.  Sam was from the Wikwemikong Reserve.  

m 
 

         yourselves in the spare moments.  There has been a slight 
         change of schedule again.  The UCCM chief, United Chiefs of
         Councils of Manitoulin are meeting today in West Bay.  They 
         wished to meet you and say hello to you after the meeting, 3:30 
         today.  Which is shortly, you know, within the next three 
         quarters of an hour.  Now, we hope that they will come and 
          
         us
         there is that slight change, I'd like to change, because we are 
         (laughter).  We're making this change again because Art Delgogo 
         has to leave but most of you do know Art.  Art is from the 
         Birch Island Reserve and is one of our elders.  He works ver
         closely with our cultural centre and he is here this afternoon 
         because he wanted to come over to the Bell Rocks with us but 
         he has to leave at three.  So we've asked him maybe to just sa
         a few words to you before that.   
          
         Ar
         to stay longer but I had committed myself outside, I want to 
         take a class.  And I was asked if I'd tell you a little bit 
         about what little bit I know or what I've heard.  I don't mea
         that I know but just what I've heard about this Bell Rock.  
         (Ojibway)  They used it as a (inaudible).  (Ojibway)  Thank 
         you.   
          
         Sp
         Well, first of all I want to thank all of you for being here 
         today, all of us.  To get to know each other, understand each 
         other and love each other.  So we should have this more often 
         you know.  Like Joe here, I never seen it until oh, quite a 

S         while ago.  And like Arthur, I'm here too, I never seen it.  
         if we have a meeting like this you know, more often it is very 
         good to know each other.  To know what we are doing and also 
         all the medicines, you know.  I don't know much.  I know a 
         little bit.  (Inaudible) pipe ceremonies (Ojibway).  I'm gla
         he's coming back.  (Ojibway)  (Inaudible) well, it was a very 
         important place one time.... 
          
         (b
          
         Sa
         (inaudible). 
          
         Sp
         He shares a lot of his knowledge in medicines with us.  And we 
         have another gentleman who shares and we're very grateful to 
         have him who tells us what and how, what not to do when it 
         comes to these herbs that grow all around us.  And this 

Ji         gentleman is Joe Yellowhead from the Rama Reserve and as 
         mentioned earlier, we have all these people near us and around
         us and when we started to seek them out west, that was 

r own          necessary.  But now we have to seek them out here, in ou
         neighbourhoods sort of.  So we have Joe from Rama Reserve.  A 
         few words? 
          
          



         Joe:  A few words, it's going to be very few words.  

eaker:  Don't be like Sam. 

e:  I got so many things to say but I don't think we've got 
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fortunately.  I wish they did.  It would make my job and the 

          
         Sp
          
         (laughter) 
          
         Jo
         the time right now.  I don't want to hold up anybody.  I want 
         to go see those rocks, and I want to find out what makes them 
         ring.  And when we do come back, I guess I could say a few more
         words.  But now I sit. 
          
         Sp
          
         (b
          
         Speaker:  ....and for the last couple of days so if you could 
         pursue your own individual visits with them, alright.  We're 
         having a special guest speaker right after supper and that wil
         be Noel Knockwood from New Brunswick.  He is a Micmac from the 
         east and he belongs to the Algonkian nation of which we are a 
         part of that nation.  And we'll be pleased to hear from him 
         after supper and then we will have more sessions of your own. 
         Okay?  Quarter after is when we plan to get our cars organized 
         to go through to Bell Rocks area.  So we still have a few 
         minutes.  Ron, why don't you say a few words. 
          
         Ro
         we're supposed to go towards the Bell Rocks, I won't take too 
         much of your time.  You've already heard some of these more 
         experienced people speak to you about everything in general, 
         especially the medicine.  There is two things that make up 
         medicine in my estimation, by analyzing what was told to me 
         the elders.  First of all, you have to believe in creation, you 
         have to believe in the Creator who put all these things here 
         first, to use.  I suppose it can be called spiritualism.  If y
         don't have that in the medicine part, the natural medicine 

          part, it's not going to work.  Elders have told us that time
         and time again.  Some of us are expecting instant miracles.  
         Instant miracles are few and far between.  There again, that 
         depends on the Creator himself.  I've been told that the 
         Creator placed or gave us a mind, gave us natural abilitie
         use for our own well-being, above all, to respect all of 

 our          creation.  That's why all these medicine plants are put at
         disposal.  We have to make some effort.  If you want to cure 
         some, or heal our bodies, we have to put in some effort to do 
         that.  Too many times we depend entirely on the Creator.  We sa
         a prayer and then we expect help to come from the heavens like 
         a lightning bolt.  Well, things don't happen that way, 
          
         un
         job of these elders a lot easier.  Then we wouldn't have to go 
         travelling miles and miles to get medicine plants, plants that 
         don't grow around here.  But anything that's good is hard to 
         come by.  The bad things are easy; they can do by not even 
         trying.  To seek those things that are good, you have to 
         search. 



          
         Some people spend a lifetime looking for the things, or one 
         particular thing, that's good for them.  There is many paths 
         that lead to a certain world that was placed before us to try 
         and reach.  Each one of us has an individual mission in our own 
         small way, and we have to put all these things together to give 
         some sort of importance to the job at hand.  See, one of the 
         prayers that are said in pipe ceremonies or medicine ceremonies 
         when you ask the Creator's assistance, you pray to the spirits 
         that guard the west, you ask that the ability be given to you 
         so when the time comes to answer to the Creator what you did 
         while you were passing through this existence, that any account 
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         that you have to make for yourself will be good.  That's very 
         hard to do.  I suppose a person could take anything that's good 
         and make an evil thing out of it.  It's being done every day 
         and it will continue to be done until the end of time.  That's
         where these lessons from the elders have to be used. 
          
         Yo
         good and what is bad.  These two paths run side by side; if you 
         step off the good path then you fall right on to the bad.  You 
         got to always constantly rely on the Divine Power, that you 
         have the ability, that you have the necessary mental strength 
         to follow the good road.  Some of us fall by the wayside.  
         Maybe we don't realize it sometimes.  That's why we have the
         elders to remind us.  They are milestones or the guiding signs 
         to help us get to where we want to be.  I have yet to see these 
         elders tell me personally, "You got to do this."  They don't do 
         that.  They give you a lesson and they give you an example of 
         what they went through and what they heard from their elders in
         the years gone by.  Now, each one of us having a free will, 

          that's where that advice comes in.  We have to be able to use
         it to our best advantage, to be able to follow that good road. 
         When people ask me for advice I never tell them, "You got to do 
         it this way," or "You got to do this."  Maybe sometimes I'll 
         say, "You should try to do this."  If I gave a person the wron
         advice and they got themselves into one heck of a mess, I'd 

n.          blame myself for the rest of my life for that, for that perso
         Nothing wrong should happen.  I only pray that I have the 
         wisdom that my words will help that person along.  Any 

go         knowledge I have about medicines, I never say, "This is 
         to cure you."  See, the cure is in the believing.  If you 
         honestly believe that the Creator is going to help you thro
         these natural medicines, then that's the way it's going to be.  
          
         Ev
         constantly work towards that. 
          
         So
         down any religion because that's not my place - but I've seen 
         some of the tactics that people use to entice other people to 
         follow up their doctrines.  They promise you this and promise 
         you that.  They even go so far as to promise you personal 
         riches.  "You come to my church, you'll always have money."  
         That's what they do.  I have heard, myself.  I'm not going by 
         somebody else's words.  That's not the right way of preaching 
         about things.  You need money, you have the ability to work for



         it.  You don't ask the Creator for a hundred dollars tomorrow - 
         "Please give me a hundred dollars right now" - you dig in your 
         pocket and you grab a hold of a hundred dollars.  Things don't 
         happen that way.  You got to go out and work for that.  So it's 
         the same with good mental and physical health, you got to work 
         at it.  If we drink two bottles of whiskey every day of our 
         lives, I guarantee it's going to be a very short life.  You'll 
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         be killing that body that's not yours.  I said that yesterday.  
         Even medicine - you go to the drug store - there is hundreds 
         and hundreds of different kinds of medicine that are chemicals
         that are made by scientists in some lab.  Some of those things 
         have the ability to alter our minds, our process of thinking.  
         No medicine should work that way.  If it does work that way, 
         then it's not a medicine, it's a bad thing. 
          
         Th
         longer than some of those drugs you find in the hospital but 
         the end result is more permanent, and you won't be an addict 
         or an abuser of drugs.  That's why this natural medicine our 
         ancestors knew, that's why it interests me personally.  
         Sometimes I find it necessary to see a white doctor.  A l
         times that's the only way to get what I suspect verified.  He 
         tells me and he prescribes some sort of a drug.  I've got a 
         whole bunch of prescription slips at my place right now that 
         have never been used; maybe five or six prescriptions that hav
         been administered to me over the past ten years, five years.  
         I've yet to use one of them.  If I get sick, I seek out one of 
         these medicine people.  Or I try to use what little bit of 
         knowledge I have.  But there again, there is a separate 
         philosophy that goes along with that. 
          

o more days, and Ernestine suggested         Tw
         questions that any of you people want to ask these elders
         they're here, feel welcome to do it.  That's what this 

re          gathering is all about.  We want to interest more and mo
         people to follow the old way because it's the better way.  
         Twenty years ago I heard our parents, Jim Dumont was mention
         today, the primary purpose of parents was to see that his kid 
         got a good white man's education and be able to cope in this 
         day and age.  I don't blame my parents for that.  It just so 
         happened that was the philosophy, it was a prophecy that had t
         be fulfilled.  Our people knew about these things.  They meant 
          
          
         we
         I have, if I didn't know anything about my own culture, then 
         I'd have no business being here.  I'm fortunate.  I'm able to 
         converse with my elders.  The young people - a lot of young 
         people don't speak Indian any more but I'm fortunate I can wo
         with both groups.  
          
         Th
         almost.  The elders have been set to one side.  To me, 
         knowledge has different connotations and has different 
         meanings.  Sure, I may have gone to grade 13 and learned
         things, but if I ever went out to the bush with one of these 
         elders, I'll guarantee he's going to come out before I do.  



         Somebody would have to be sent after me.  These people would 
         survive.  That's a different kind of knowledge.  It's the 
         knowledge of survival.  There are many things and many ways 
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         knowledge can be utilized.  It shouldn't be at the expense of
         losing one's culture.  You know, it's a long rocky road ahead 
         of us to try and reinstall some of the beliefs that our people 
         had, some of the values that they had, and their attitudes 
         towards our fellow human beings.  When I was a small child, it 
         was unheard of to talk back to your grandparents or your 
         parents.  Nowadays, it's sickening what's going on.  You c
         tell the young people anything.  They are ready to put the 
         boots to you or take you out in the back alley if you try an
         correct them. 
          
         In
         night, summer and winter, it didn't matter.  When that bell 
         rang every child was expected to be inside their house and 
         getting ready for bed.  There used to be a man that patrolle
         the village.  He wasn't a policeman; nobody appointed him for 
         that job.  He just considered it his responsibility to enforce 
         this curfew on behalf of the parents.  You don't expect all the 
         parents to go around looking for their kids all at one time.  
         It's impractical, but they had this one man.  Twice I got 
         caught by this man and I was on the receiving end of a red 
         willow.  My parents never went up there and chewed that guy 
         for doing what he did.  It was accepted.  In fact, they 
         probably thanked that man for doing that.  Nowadays, you 
         and discipline somebody's child and the next thing you know, 
         there will be four or five cruisers in your front yard ready t
         take you to jail.  That's not our fault; it's not the parent's 
         fault; that's the fault of society itself.  The law states that 
         you can't lay a hand on that child.  It's the law in a society 
         that permits such goings on.  In order to rectify that, 
         everybody has got to, needs a little bit of shaking up,  
         including all of us; including the white man.  We have to 
         back to the old sets of values. 
          

e aspect of those sets of valu         On
         for, I hate to use that word 'authority' because nobody has 
         really defined what authority is.  People should respect thei
         elders and their parents - especially young people.  Elders 
          
         ha
         each other.  I'll always have a common goal that I mentioned 
         before.  There is different paths that lead to that common 
         goal.  Each one has been given a different set of, or differ
         form of ability.  Take, for instance, some people are very 
         good at playing musical instruments.  If we all had that 
         ability then all of us would belong to some dance band or 
         something.  That's not the way things are.  Only certain pe
         that can do that; they are chosen for that.  The same with the 
         medicine, there is only certain people that are chosen for 
         that.  There is a danger.  If this medicine is not taught 
         properly then it gets used like everything else is being used. 
          

 order to learn about medicine, you have to approach these          In
         people that know these things.  You got to listen but you don'



         go out and try and use these medicine plants because you heard 
         somebody has used that.  They are a real danger.  The elders 
         themselves will tell you, "Okay, you're on your own now.  You 
         can do this."  To give you an example of that, there is one old 
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 told me, "Sometimes a person will come to you, he'll hand 
u 

       offer.  You give him medicine, too.  Because this knowledge 
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lesson to any young people that are 
n more about it.  My personal advice  

 

 
ught me how to handle that pipe properly.  I never touched 
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         man that taught me what they call obosechiuk which is a general 
         remedy.  The only thing I'm not permitted to do is to tell you 
         exactly how that thing is made, this medicine.  But after I 
         learned how to make that, the old man said, "Until the day that 
         I pass on, this medicine is still mine.  And until that time 
         happens, you're not allowed to pass it on to anybody else.  Yo
         can write it down someplace and keep a permanent record of it.  
         Someday you'll be able to find somebody that you can pass this 
         on to." 
          
         He
         you a twenty dollar bill instead of free; they want to give yo
         that.  Take it, give him the medicine.  Maybe some other time 
         there will be somebody coming around with ten dollars; that's 
         all he's got; he wants to give it to you.  Take it.  And there 
         will also be a time when somebody doesn't have anything to 
  
         that you're receiving now, I'm giving it to you for free."  
         That's what he told me.  "Don't ever put a price on that 
         medicine.  That people that want that medicine, they know the
         obligation.  If a person wants to give you tobacco instead
         money, who knows maybe that tobacco has more value than the 
         money."  That's the way the old man taught me and that's the 
         way I try and conduct myself at all times.  Sometimes I feel 
         bad when I see somebody using what I feel is maybe too much.  
         lot of times I tell them, (Ojibway) he said. "No, that's how 
         much I'm going to give you."  That's the way medicine is 
         supposed to be handled. 
          
         I want to leave that one 

piring or want to lear         as
         to you is listen to the elders first.  Don't try and do it on 
         your own right away and practise these things.  Even the sacred
         pipe was mentioned earlier on by one of our elders here, Sam.  
         I've only handled a pipe for about, maybe two years now.  My  
          
         teacher is right here today from Saskatchewan, the old man that
         ta
         that pipe until the day came when he told me.  He says, "It's 

e          your turn.  You're going to do this ceremony."  And I sat ther
         deciding.  I was pretty nervous because this was a great - this
         is something that is way beyond my own imagination, beyond my 
         own knowledge, even beyond my capacity to learn.  I know the 
         basics, it's something our people used to survive for thousands
         of years on this continent.  It's probably one of the primary 
         forms of respect you could show the Creator; to be able to 
         handle that pipe and pass it on to whoever wants to join me and
         pray that they get some benefit out of it.  That's what thes
         things are for, to be shared.  And shared properly.  I'm 
         fortunate that as I was growing up, I learned my own dialect, 
         my own language.  I'm very proud of that fact.  Of all the
         things that I have right now, it's probably the thing that I'm 
         proudest of.  Some people are less fortunate.  They didn't h



         that same opportunity that I had.  These people have a message 
         as well and you should be able to open up your minds and listen 
         to that message. 

ir lifetime.  Some people are - I suppose it 
uld be called good luck but, a lot of people, they go to a 
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eaker:  I'm greatly honored by my brothers to sing a song for 

ke to give these feathers to the chief.   

inging) 

n Pine:  I'd like to say a few words.  Being in a traditional 
, the way I was brought up by my people who were all 
l people; people who knew nothing of the white man's 
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         There are different kinds of good fortune that a person 
         experiences in the
         co
         Bingo, they always come away with something - maybe a couple of
         dollars or ten dollars or whatever the prize is.  I've never 
         had that kind of experience.  I'll probably be too old to enjo
         money by the time I have that kind of good fortune.  I'm not 
         worried about it right now.  I'll probably worry if and when i
         does happen.  It may change my whole life; I don't know that.  
         Right now I'm trying to make the best use of what I have.  I 
         have to work for the things that I have.  Most of you people 
         have to work for the things that you have.  But I think you get 
         a little more enjoyment out of it if you have to work for it. 
         It seems ridiculous when I say that but that's the way it is. 
         If somebody gives you everything free, all.... 
          
         (End of Side A) 
          
         (Side B) 
          
         (S
          
         Sp
         me today. 
          
         (Agreement in the audience) 
          

d I'd li         An
          
         (S
          
         Da
         way of life

aditiona         tr
         ways; only their ways, the Indian ways of life.  So that's the 
         way they brought me up and today that's the only thing that I 
         have within myself.  I want to stay an Indian.  And I'm glad to 
         tell anyone I am proud to be an Indian.  These feathers that 
         was given to me by my brother Ernest, in the past of our 
         people, the Indian nation, the feather has been a symbol to the 
         American Indian.  It made everything towards honorship, toward
         the good things that you do for your fellow Indians.  Thes
         good words that you say to your fellow people and towards the 
         respect of our traditional ceremonies, religious ceremonies, 
         because in every one of our ceremonies, we see the feather,  
         the eagle feathers.  At this time, I'd like to take the honor 
         of thanking our brother Ernest and his fine gifts that he has 
         given and may the good Lord that we know is up there in the 
         heavens, bless him here and take away what's making him hard to
         walk upon mother earth.  I ask him to give him strength, give 
         him strength on his legs and I ask him to take away whatever 
         that is that came upon him.  And ask him to heal him, to heal 
         our brother so that some day we see him walking upon his mother



         earth with his own feet.  May he receive that strength and 
         life.  So that he may live on in the future and see the 
         different seasons that are coming, what we call each year.  And 

ay          may the good Lord bless his family and his relatives.  And m
         the good Lord feel sorry and give him his - grant him something 
         which would be good within his heart towards the tragedy that 
         we have heard that came upon his family.  And may the good Lord 
         look upon the one that we hear is in the hospital at this time.  
         May the good Lord put his blessing upon him and heal him, give 
         him strength and life so that we may see him in the future and 
         bring him home some day, as Indian people.  At this time then, 
         I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart and also I 
         thank you people who are here at this time.  May the good Lord 
         look upon all of us and give us what we want, what we like to 
         have every day in our every day lives, give us life, give us 
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         strength, give us the good feelings within our hearts for one 
         another and take us on to the time where we will pass away from
         this world.  These are the things I'd like to say to you, my 
         people.  And also to Ernest, thank you. 
          
         (Thanks from audience) 
          
         Speaker:  Thank you for
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         (I
          

n Pine:          Da
         were, our children, (Ojibw
         sp
          
         (break in tape) 
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