
President’s Message – June 2016 
 
Members of the University of Regina community, 
 
When we talk about impact, we often use economic terms to describe the contribution the 
University of Regina makes to our city, province and world.  For example, the University’s 
economic impact was the subject of a “State of the University Address” that I delivered to the 
Regina and District Chamber of Commerce earlier this year. 
 
But every year at Convocation, our new graduates put our impact into human terms – something 
that will be especially apparent this year as we celebrate the largest Convocation in the 
University’s history.  Over the next three days, at our 42nd annual Spring Convocation, 2,162 
students will graduate from our University and join our family of more than 68,000 alumni.   
 
An occasion like this – when I see our graduates face-to-face as they cross the stage, and speak 
with them after the ceremony – reinforces  my view that the primary way the University makes 
an impact is through our graduates.  It is readily apparent how much a University of Regina 
degree means to them and their families.  And it is inspiring to see young people who entered our 
University as bright, talented and enthusiastic students leave with experience, wisdom and a 
vision for how they can – and will – make a difference in our world.  
 
Convocation is also an opportunity to inspire our graduates by introducing them to role models 
who have themselves made a positive impact in our communities.  At the ceremony on 
Wednesday, June 1, for example, Gavin Semple will receive an honorary Doctor of Laws 
Degree.   Over the past few decades, Mr. Semple has demonstrated how a Saskatchewan-based 
company, Brandt Industries Ltd, and the Brandt Group of Companies, can have a global impact 
in the world of business.  At the same time, he is a wonderful example of how an ethical, 
compassionate leader can have an impact in our community through charitable activities and 
concern for others.  
 
Convocation is a family affair this year, because Gemini and Juno award-winning musician Jack 
Semple will also receive an honorary Doctor of Fine Arts degree on Thursday, June 2.  The 
brother of Gavin, Jack is a virtuoso guitar player and performer who has had national and 
international success but continues to call Saskatchewan home and act as a cultural and creative 
ambassador for his home province. 
 
Our graduates can also look to the example of Chief Tammy Cook-Searson, who will be 
receiving an honorary Doctor of Laws degree at the ceremony on Friday, June 3.  Chief Cook-
Searson is the first woman elected as Chief of Lac La Ronge Indian Band, the largest First 
Nation in Saskatchewan.  A community leader, politician, businessperson, wife and mother, she 
is a contemporary woman rooted in her Cree language and culture.  
 
Following in the footsteps of such impressive role models, and with their University of Regina 
degrees, certificates and diplomas in hand, our graduates have the means to make a positive 
impact on the lives of others here at home and around the world.  Please join me in wishing them 
every success for the future! 



 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Vianne Timmons 
President and Vice-Chancellor 


