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         GEORGE FIRST RIDER 
          
              George First Rider of the Blood Reserve was born in 1904.  
         He had no formal schooling but became an accomplished horseman 
         and worked for a time on the rodeo circuit.  After working as a 
         farmer he ended up in jail as a result of alcoholism and theft.  
         He attributes his reform to his conversion to Christianity. 
              He prides himself on his ability as a storyteller and on 
         his knowledge of Blood culture, particularly the holy societies 
         many of which he joined as a young man. 
 
          
         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Blood legend about the origin of an unspecified constellation 
           of stars (presumably the Big Dipper). 
         George First Rider:  Now I am going to tell another story.  I 
         am talking of the same thing.  The ones that I illustrate are 
         very hard.  The reason why I found them so hard, it's because 
         the stories are not in sequence.  The next woman that tells a 
         legend she tells the story different.  There are a few men that 
         tell stories and that's why I found it hard.  I am thinking to 
         tell stories very accurately.  I don't like to tell a story 
         that I doubt.  But on the other hand if somebody knows the 
         truth, it is true I can't put up an argument over it.  And now 
         I am telling stories that I think are very important. 
          
         Now the people of the past, it's the same story.  It's the 
         people that lived a false life.  It's not the life of nowadays.  



         We can't do what we want in this life.  It is a strange thing 
         and today it is like that again.  The white people's thoughts 
         all came true.  That's the kind of life that the first people 
         lived.  The people of the past hunt.  This is why I get 
         confused.  The buffaloes didn't exist in the first place; the 
         buffaloes existed recently.  This story is told this way.  The 
         story that I am going to tell is told this way.  The children 
         play.  They play buffaloes.  There are buffaloes that are 
         called fierce stray buffalo.  That's what the buffalo is 
         called.  The swiftest runners in the boys.  A boy will wander 
         off alone and now he is a fierce stray buffalo bull.  If he 
         sees one of the children wandering around alone he'll chase 
         them and he'll run over them.  He'll do anything to hurt them.  
         That's how they play a fierce stray bull buffalo.   
          
         Children tell their fathers, "Get me that kind."  It's the same 
         way with the Indians.  If a person is going to town his child 
         will tell him, "Please buy me some candies."  A lot of people 
         didn't buy liquor on account of his child telling him to buy 
         something for him/her.  And when the children all went to 
         school, they couldn't tell their fathers to buy them something 
         and the man just buys drinks with his money. So the life in the 
         past is like that. 
          
         A child's father is going on a hunt.  The child's father will 
         tell him/her, "Okay, what shall I get you?"  He/her will tell 
         his/her father, "A kidney."  And he will ask the other one, 
         "Okay, you, what shall I get you?"  The child will say, 
         "Temporalis muscle." And he will tell the other one, "And you, 
         what shall I get you?"  The child will say, "Cut me some 
         testicles."  The other one will say, "Get me some blood."  Some 
         will say, "Get me a metacarpal."  The women that are staying 
         home, the man will tell his wife, "What shall I get you?"  She 
         will tell him, "Get me a liver."  The woman will get the liver; 
         she will use it to treat the hide.  The man will get the liver 
         and he knows that his wife is going to use it to treat the 
         hide.  He will say, "There is a liver in there that I got for 
         her to treat the hide."  The other one will say, "Get me a 
          
         brain."  They use brains to treat hides and they are still used 
         today.   
          
         The young men are the ones that hunt.  The man will tell the 
         young man, "You are going on a hunt and you will get something 
         for my children.  They are briskets, temporalis muscles, 
         kidneys." Some will say, "Get me a spinal cord," and some will 
         ask for few bones.  So the man will tell the young man, "You 
         will get those for my children."  When the beef is brought home 
         the children will look at the things that they asked for.  
         There will be a white buffalo calf.  A favorite child will have 
         that for a robe. The child will say, "I want a white calf 
         robe."  The father will get him that. 
          
         There is different child who is a favorite child.  The father 
         will treat his son into taking transferable items.  This is 
         also different.  That is why the Little Medicine Pipe existed; 
         it belongs to the children.  The Calf Robe belongs to the 



         children too.  The Weasel Tail robe belongs to older people; 
         that's what it is.  Now the children play and when they get 
         hungry they will say, "Now we are going home to get something 
         to eat."  They'd stand in a row and they will sing and they'll 
         run a race for home and the first one that brings back his meal 
         is the winner.  That means that he is a favorite child; it's 
         the one that gets back first.   
          
         So they'd stand in a row and they'll say, "Now we are going 
         home to get some food."  So they stood in a row and they sang.  
         The song that they sang was not a song, it is just in words.  
         It's the same when white people sing.  They don't just sing 
         along; they'll be talking all along while they are singing.  
         White people word their songs.  That is the same with the 
         people of the past.  They word their songs.  So they stand in a 
         row a girl, a boy, a girl, a boy, a girl and a boy.  That's how 
         they stand.  The girls play. They go out on the prairie to 
         play.  They take the little ones as their children and they all 
         sing what kind of properties they want.  The girls will say, 
         "We'll all go and cut tipi poles," and so they all cut rabbit 
         willows and they build shelters with them.   
          
         When they go home to get something to eat they get some raw 
         meat.  The girls take the little boys as their children.  The 
         boys will get some meat, and their mothers -- they are their 
         sisters but they pretend that they are their mothers in their 
         play.  They'll take the meats to them and the girls will slice 
         them and they'll cook them and they'll eat them. So they all 
         stand in a row. Some know that they can't get any food from 
         their homes.  They stay back at the playground and the ones 
         that know that they'll get something to eat all stand in a row 
         and as I said there is a boy and a girl, a boy and a girl, a 
          
          
         boy and a girl, and they sing and they clap their hands.  They 
         sing like this.  "The first one to get some food, the first one 
         to get some food, Ki-na-ki-na-ki-na." 
          
         They all run home and they'll tell their mothers, "I came home 
         to get some food, so give me something to eat."  The women will 
         set up something for her child and the boy will run back to 
         where they are playing and he'll be singing on the way.  The 
         words in the song are as follows:  "You'll be eating, you'll be 
         eating."  They sing the same song as they run back to the 
         playground.  The boys will give the food to the ones that they 
         take as their mothers and they'll eat.  If there is a raw meat 
         the girls will slice them, and they put them on a rack and 
         they'll eat those too.  Okay, while they were playing they all 
         said, "Let's all tell our fathers to get us some skin robes."  
         They are all a favorite childs.  They all said to have skin 
         robes.  They have calf skin robes.   
          
         When a buffalo calf is born it is called wet litter.  They are 
         yellowish colored. Wet litter means excrement.  A baby will 
         suck milk and when it excretes it, its excrement is yellow 
         colored. That is called a litter excrement.  A buffalo calf is 
         yellow in color. The children all said to have a buffalo calf 



         robe.  "We will tell our father to get us calf robes."  Now 
         they are going home to tell their fathers and in their future 
         play they will all have calf robes.  And now they all stand in 
         a row and they sang again.  They stood in the same position and 
         they sang again.   
          
         LYRICS FOR CHILDRENS' SONG: 
          
         "The first to go home, the first to go home, it's on the side, 
         it's on that side.  The first to go home, the first to go home, 
         it's on that side, it's on that side." 
          
         They all started to run and they all got home and they told 
         their fathers, "Get me a calf robe."  They run back as they get 
         through telling their fathers.  They don't run in groups back 
         to the playground; they get there one by one.  They sang when 
         they are about getting back to the place. 
          
         LYRICS IN CHILDRENS' SONG: 
          
         "I am going to have a calf robe, I am going to have a calf 
         robe, I am going to have a calf robe, I am going to have a calf 
         robe." 
          
         As now the buffaloes are calving.  The buffalo calves are not 
         good any more when the chokecherries are ripe.  The fathers of 
         the favorite children had their kill and their relatives.  The 
         skins were tanned right away.  The people of the past make 
          
          
         their quivers out of calf skins.  Her skin bag is a buffalo 
         calf.  When the time came the children will walk home sharply 
         to get a buffalo calf robe. 
          
         Now when the time came for the... when they got... the people 
         all knew that the children have walked sharply home to receive 
         a buffalo calf robe.  We are going out on a hunt.  During the 
         night a man walked around the camps.  "O-ka-hai,* all you men, 
         the children walked home sharply to get a calf robe.  Be ready 
         to go out on a hunt.  So you people be on the go.  Isn't it a 
         nice thing to wish for something?  The children admire the 
         calves.  That is why you are asked to go on a hunt." 
          
         The people got their horses in the morning and they went 
         hunting.  On they went and they killed the calves and they 
         butchered them.  A hunting party will sleep where they made 
         their kill so that the women will cut the meats to make the 
         burdens light.  So they brought home some the meats.  The 
         children will say, "Where is the hide that you're to get for 
         me?" The woman stretched out the hides right away.  Some will 
         stretch them out on frames.  There were calf hides all over the 
         place. They were soaked right away and they were treated right 
         away and they were tanned and scraped dry and they were 
         serrated. 
          
         The children all put their robes on and they went out to play; 
         they all wore calf robes.  Some of the children were loved by 



         their parents.  There are six of them but they didn't have any 
         calf robes to wear.  They were looking at the children and they 
         said, "We asked to have calf robes and our fathers didn't get 
         calf robes for us."  They walked around in groups; they were 
         the only ones that didn't have calf robes.  One of them told 
         his friends, "My friends, we are very embarrassed because we 
         didn't get any calf robes.  Our fathers didn't have pity on us.  
         They didn't get any calf robes for us.  Let's get some ropes 
         and we'll all go and hang ourselves."  One of them said, "No, 
         we can't do that."   
          
         The people of the past are afraid of poison hemlocks.  They 
         don't eat them.  They'll die if they eat some poison hemlocks.  
         They said, "Let's go out and eat some poison hemlocks."  The 
         other one said, "Let's hit our fathers in their throats.  We'll 
         die fast if the Adam's apple is hit."  So that's what one of 
         them said, "Let's hit our fathers in their throats."  They have 
         made three plans.  One of them said, "Let's all go away for a 
         while.  Let's go away. Let's go up into the heavens.  We'll be 
         sitting up there now. We'll not be in the heavens when the 
                                ----------------- 
          
         *O-ka-hai -- just a sound used to attract attention of the 
         people.   
          
          
         buffalo calves are born.  People will see us again when the 
         calves turn black because we didn't get any robes.  The new 
         generation will be seeing us.  We cannot harm our own people."  
         "Yes, okay."  The other one also said, "Yes, okay.  It will be 
         that way."  So they gave their necklaces and wristlets to their 
         friends that they play with.  They gave them to their friends 
         for souvenirs.  They gave their friends their good moccasins 
         and themselves they wore old moccasins as they are not going to 
         be on earth any more.  So they went away.  They told their 
         friends, "For you to know, there are six of us that didn't get 
         calf robes.  We are too ashamed.  Tell our fathers that we are 
         going away.  We are going up into the heavens and we'll sit in 
         a group.  You will know us by that.  We'll be sitting up there 
         and people will tell stories about us.  We'll disappear when 
         the buffalo calves are born and we'll appear again when the 
         calves turn black and people will see us again.  The new 
         generations will be seeing us that we are sitting in a group.  
         Those are the groups stars."  So they went away and they stood 
         together on a hill and they sang at that point.  Those are 
         called sharp walk.  A lot of people say that the songs of 
         prairie are the sharp walk songs.  No, that's not true.  The 
         sharp walk songs are just ordinary songs.  A person will sing 
         them when he is not going to be on the earth any more.  That's 
         the song that the children sang and strangely they disappeared 
         and the children that were playing were still hearing them 
         singing. 
          
         It is still like that today.  If we go to the river in a deep 
         valley, we'll be all alone and we'll shout.  When we shout 
         we'll hear voices shouting down the river.  That's what it is.  
         They were still hearing their voices and they all ran home.  



         "Our friends are all gone away," and they said this.  They were 
         not seen.  They appeared in the sky when the buffalo calves 
         turned black.  They are called group stars.  Now people that 
         are alive, a lodge will be facing east, the seven stars are 
         painted on the right hand side of the smoke flaps and on the 
         other side, the left hand side, the east side, the north side 
         are the groups stars.  
          
         Even if a person doesn't know the number in the group stars he 
         will not draw them more than seven.  He will draw six or five 
         stars; that's how people draw them.  The ones that went up had 
         homes, that's why they all -- we'll say the sham performance 
         originates from that.  That is why what a person gained is 
         designed on a tipi; that is why people existed.  The group 
         stars are the only ones that I know that are not told in 
         various stories.  The reason why it is like that, it's because 
          
         the group stars existed long before.  They existed before time 
         reached life.  That is why there are arguments over them.  The 
         story about the group stars is new and so that is how tipis are 
         like.   
          
         The groups stars said, "You will not see us when the buffalo 
         calves are born.  We will appear again when the buffalo calves 
         turn black."  We will look up into the sky, the group stars are 
         not there in the spring.  They appear again when the buffalo 
         calves turn black and now they are drawn on tipis.  The tipis 
         will not be seen during the winter when the calves are born. 
         The tipis will be seen again in midsummer when the buffalo 
         calves turn black because the group stars are drawn on them, 
         the seven stars are drawn on them.  And now it is very true.  
         It is strange and I think that nobody understood it.  I think I 
         am the only one that understood it.  The group stars are drawn 
         on tipis.  The reason why the group went up into the heavens, 
         it's because they were not favorite children.  Nobody gave them 
         calf robes.  They said, "We'll be sitting up in the sky and 
         we'll disappear when the buffalo calves are born and we'll 
         reappear when the buffalo calves turn black."  And now they are 
         drawn on tipis, all various kinds of tipi designs -- Iniskim 
         tipis, tipis with flags and the Big Rock designed tipi and all 
         those various kinds of tipis with various kinds of tipi flags, 
         other flags, marten flags.  There are wolverine flags and there 
         is a tipi with a skunk flag. 
          
         There are tipis with various kinds of tipi flags but still the 
         group stars are drawn on the smoke flaps on the north side.  
         The door faces east and the group stars are on the north side 
         and the seven stars on the right hand side.  And now we cannot 
         just be seeing a tipi all the time.  The people of the past 

y          don't spend the winter in the tipis with designs on them; the
         put them away.  They are their best tipis.  They spent the 
         winter in the small tipis with no designs. 
          
         It occurs a person will own both the Iniskim tipi and the tipi 
         with a flag.  They are called combinations; they are put 

im          together.  A person will combine the tipis; maybe an Inisk
         tipi and a tipi with a flag will be added and the tipi is two 



         in one. A proud Indian will have two tipis and he will paint 
         the designs of each tipi on one tipi.  That is why there are a 
         lot of tipis but still the group stars are there and the seven 
         stars.  The group stars said, "We will not be seen in the sky 
         in the spring.  We will not be there when the buffalo calves 
         are born. We will appear again when the calves turn black," and 
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he Milky Way is called Wolf Trail in Blackfoot. 
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         that's how it is today.  The tipi where the group stars are 
         drawn is not pitched up during the time when the buffalo calves 
         are born.  It is very strange. 
          
         A tipi is used when the buffalo calves turn black and that's 
         the time when people will see it.  The reason why tipis are no
         there is my new added illustration and that is how I also told 
         about the group stars and now all the people know them.  And 
         that is how I illustrated the Wolf Trail.*  The people from 
         this earth that go up to heaven will go up on that road.  And
         now the new story, the story of the priests.  If you believe 
         the Creator you will go to heaven.  This is a nice place in 
         heaven where you will be staying; that's what it says.  And n
         I believe it.  When I started to know the strange things I 
         started to find the things that are the same.  And now I clo
         my story.  That's all. 
                               ------------------- 
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