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         ** Speakers on this conference tape 
         Noel Knockwood:  ...the Great Spirit and all of his creation.  
         One guy got up out of a large audience of about 1000 people.  
         He raised his hand and he said this, "Hey, Chief!  Why is it 
         that Indians always pray to the spirit world?"  I didn't know 
         how to handle this kind of situation because it was the first 
         time I was ever challenged.  Then I asked him.  I said, "Well," 
         to myself, "I'm going to have to pull a white man's trick on 
         this dude so I'm going to do it by answering this question by 
         asking him another question."  That's the technique they use 
         sometimes, eh.  And I said, "My brother, would you be kind 
         enough to tell this audience your faith?"  And the young man 
         said, "I'm a Catholic."  And I said well, I think I'll pull an 
         Archie Bunker on this guy and I said, "Well, some of my best 
         friends are Catholics.  That's good.  I'm glad to hear that.  
         Now would you mind telling this audience in a very loud tone of 
         voice what do you do before you pray?"  He says, "I make the 
         sign of the cross," and I said, "That's very admirable.  That's 
         beautiful.  Now would you tell the people here exactly the 
         words that you say when you do make the sign of the cross?"  
         And he said, "In the name of the Father and of the Son of the 
         Holy Spirit."  And I said, "Stop right there and what did you 
         just do?"  The young man thought for a minute, then he had to 
         admit and say to me, "I guess I pray to the spirit world, too." 
          
         When I first started off this afternoon, I done what is known as 
         an invocation.  An invocation means to talk to the spirit's 
         world as you understand it.  Invocation means to call to the 
         spirits to make them come forward and make their presence 
         known.  People practise invocations all the time in their 
         prayers.  Whenever you pray, you are practising what they call 
         an invocation.  Which is i-n-v-o-c-a-t-i-o-n.  Envocation takes 
         on a different meaning.  It means when you call to the spirit 
         world to make their presence known.  It happens in sweat 
         ceremonies sometimes that the spirits enter and strange things 
         happen.  Unexplainable phenomena takes place and this is when 
         it becomes very frightening and some medicine people say, 
         "Maybe we are not ready yet to go into this second phase which 
         is another reality."  And the reason why we don't fully 
         understand them, because we don't take that journey too often.  
         And some of us occasionally have a visitation and because we 
         cannot fully understand it, we relate it to a ghost or to 
         something mysterious.  But whenever our traditional medicine 
         people pray, sometimes the messages are heard.  The prayers are 
         acknowledged and the Great Spirit will send his messengers, 
         usually send them in the form of an eagle or a hawk.  And when 
         they come around, during and after the ceremony, elderly people 
         tell us that your prayers are being heard and that the Great 
         Spirit sends his mediators to tell you that he has heard your 
         request.  So there has to be a connection between human world 
         and a divine world.  That connection sometimes is hard to 



          
         connect because conditions are not right.  Sometimes 
         traditional people will refuse to do a ceremony if there is a 
         presence of a lot of alcohol around, because they know they 
         will not be able to communicate with the spirit world.  
         Sometimes this becomes very frightening and scary to a lot of 
         people when they go into the sweat purification ritual,  
         because they don't fully understand what it's all about.  So we 
         require explanations. 
          
         There is also charms.  There is also drums.  There is also 
         bells.  Christian churches have bells, they ring them, you hear 
         them every Sunday morning.  At the altar you see here, little 
         tiny bells that they ring them.  So bells become very 
         important.  No different than the Indian way when they use 
         their drum.  The drum is a percussion instrument that you hit 
         and it is called the heartbeat of the nation.  And associated 
         with that heartbeat, of course, is what we call chants.  Do you 
         know what a chant is?  A chant is an expression without words.  
         A chant is a song without words.  A chant has a different 
         meaning to different individuals.  There are holy chants which 
         worship.  There are chants to dance.  There are chants to make 
         war.  There are chants for peace.  There is also a death chant.  
         So chants are a very important part of our culture and of our 
         traditions. 
          
         The sacred objects that we use are very important to us because 
         it is claimed that these are protection devices against evil.  
         No different than a Christian wears a crucifix around his neck.  
         We, too, wear our sacred objects, like our medicine bags.  You 
         want further evidence of protection when you look at 
         Christianity, you will find that they will sell you the statue 
         of St. Christopher who was supposed to protect you in your 
         journey or whenever you're travelling.  The Indian way, they 
         usually take sweetgrass with them or tobacco or something 
         sacred to them.  That, too, helps them to make their journey 
         safe and that they will not be harmed and that they will be 
         protected.  Some Indian tribes have masks.  Some people wear 
         earrings.  Some wear bracelets, necklaces, belts with special 
         designs on them - mean special things to individual people.  
         All of these objects are individually valued because when you 
         go to a person and you ask him, "What is this and why are you 
         wearing that?" he will tell you that, "This means something to 
         me. That, "It was given to me by a particular individual.  I 
         honor and respect it very highly."  These are the ways of our 

at about places of worship?  We don't have no tabernacles, no 
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ll you, "Go and find yourself a holy place."  How do we 

         people. 
          
         Wh
         temples, no cathedrals, no churches.  Because our ancestors had 
         no need for that.  These are what you call materialistic 
         things.  They cost money.  They require a lot of maintenan
         and upkeep.  Our ancestors always used mother earth as their 
         altar.  They never sold their services so they had no 
         tabernacles, no temples, no cathedrals.  But the Indians have 
         what they call sacred grounds.  Sometime an Indian elder will 
          
         te
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         are really telling us is this, that you as an individual have 
         to go out there into the forest and there you must search until
         you find your place and that place will be holy and sacred to 
         you and your spirit will tell you when you have found that 
         place.  This is what they mean by these things.  Sacred grou
         holy places, it's all in relationship to geography; it's all in 
         relationship to nature.  Everything is in harmony and in 
         tranquility.  You know, our mother the earth is round.  Th
         stars and the planets and the sun is round and the moon is 
         circular.  When we dance, we dance in a circle.  Our wigwams 
         are round.  Everything is in relationship to the cycle because
         of spring, autumn, summer, and winter is a cycle.  As you come 
         from the womb of your mother and God gives you life, you grow 
         into a child, into adolesence, into adulthood.  You grow old 
         and you die.  You complete the cycle of birth to death and the
         you go back to your mother.  This is the philosophical wisdom 
         that we must tell our children.  This is the philosophical 
         teachings that are handed down by our elders, that those of 
         who have the ability to communicate effectively in the English 
         language, we're going to have to interpret what they are 
         telling us with their very meaningful phrases and clauses 
         that it can be understood.  Natives did not worship the sun or 
         the moon no more than Christians adore the cross.  Like the 
         Christians we use fire and water, because we use fire at the 
         pipe ceremony, we use fire at the purification sweat ritual. 
         Christians use fire too, and they use water.  They light their
         candles in their altars.  They take holy water and splash it 
         about and say special prayers with it.  But everything is in 
         relationship to the circle or to the cycle.  We are part of 
         that and there is no way out.  The invocation that I done 

          earlier I said, "Oh Great Spirit, who's voice I hear in the
         winds," means that I am talking to God.  Talking to the Great
         Spirit.  It would be the same thing as a Christian would sort 
         of say, "Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
         Thy kingdom come, thy will be done...."  He too is talking to 
         the Almighty.  It's called invocation or prayers.  So in our 
         invocations, we have sacred words, we have sacred prayers. 
          
         We
         Christians use hymns.  According to research done by 
         theologians, people who study religions and gods, it w
         claimed that the Christians chanted 500 years after the de
         of Jesus Christ.  And the most common chant that they used to 
         sing over and over and over was the chant that is called 
         Alleluia.  One time, the verbal expression alleluia had no
         meaning.  It was sung over and over and over.  Today the wor
         alleluia means praise the Lord.  So about 500 years after the 
         death of Jesus Christ, a group of people decided to get 
          
         to
         and they got the words from the scribes or the scriptures and 
         from that time onward instead of singing chants, they sang 
         songs with words.  They became known as hymns and that's how 
         hymns came into being.  That's how hymns were started.  They 
         came from chants.  In the Indian way, we have never changed.  
         In the Indian way, it is hoped that we will never go into that 



         direction.  In the Indian way, we have never had a Bible 
         because our ancestors lived in preliteracy.  That means they 
         did not have the written word.  They did not know how to write, 

 

d 

 you 

f incense is important too.  You will notice this 

f but 
 

 our 
it 

at 

nguage, when we say God we say Misca.  When we say 
ionship 

 

at about relics?  I don't know of any Indian tribes, and I 

the 

         but that's nothing to be ashamed of.  The writing system is 
         only a couple of thousand years old.  And it's questionable who 
         were the first people to write.  I think myself it was the 
         Chinese.  So native people living in North America were 
         preliterate meaning they didn't have the written word.  But 
         that's nothing to be ashamed of because all countries of the 
         world at one point in time in their development, did not have 
         the written language.  So now we have to tell our people that 
         since they did not have the written word, what happened?  How 
         did they record their history?  How did they keep track of the 
         genealogy?  And it was done orally, it was done verbally, it 
         was done by the people themselves.  And they knew exactly what
         individual belonged to what family and the mothers took on the 
         responsibility to make sure that you knew who your uncle was 
         and your aunt was and your brothers and your sisters were.  An
         your cousins and what have you.  That is called genealogy, the 
         study of your gene or your origin.  That was the way it was 
         kept in ancient times because they didn't have a writing 
         system. And someone, usually an elderly mother, could tell
         exactly, perhaps ten to fifteen or maybe twenty generations 
         back, who your ancestors were.  But with the introduction of 
         Christianity this practice was given up.  And from that time 
         onward, we began to lose a little bit more and more of our 
         culture. 
          

e use o         Th
         morning that the helper was burning sweetgrass.  This 
         sweetgrass is very important.  It's not the grass itsel
         it's the smoke that's important.  It is the smoke that you are
         asked to use as a communicating device to help you to 
         communicate with God in a much better way.  And some of
         elderly people say, "How do you expect to know the Great Spir
         if you don't talk to him?"  In order to know him, you have to 
         address him.  In order to understand him you must talk to him 
         but you talk to him in a very gentle way, with respect.  God 
         takes on a masculine manifestation meaning that he is a man.  
         Usually referred to as an elderly person who has much 

and          philosophical wisdom and intelligence.  Because wisdom 
         intelligence does not manifest itself into young people.  Th
         takes time.  That takes years and years and years of thinking 
         and learning before you can reach that state.  In the Micmac 
          
         la
         grandfather, we say Miscameech.  Can you see the relat
         there of the fatherhood of God?  It's there.  It's there in 
         your language, too.  All you have to do is examine it.  There
         are many secrets in your languages that you must research. 
          
         Wh
         could be wrong, that have relics.  And relics means when you 
         take bones of special people and use them in your worship and 
         in your prayer.  I don't know of any Indian tribe that does 
         this kind of thing and I could be wrong.  But I do know 
         Christians use relics or symbolic things that represents 
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         relics in the Indian way but, maybe... I wish someone would 
         tell me about it. 
          
         What about purification rights?  What about purification 
         rituals?  What are they?  And what's their purpose and fun
         in life?  Why are they included in the spirituality of man and 
         people.  Christians purify themselves by going to confession 
         and by receiving absolution and forgiveness and they take host
         and they eat it to purify themselves.  The Indian way is a 
         little bit different in that you purify yourself by 
         participating in the sweat.... 
          
         (break in tape) 
          
         No
         will be flushed outward and the pores of your body will be 
         cleansed by your sweat as it goes through.  And you offer it
         the maker as you understand him.  "I do this voluntarily in 
         your honor, my Creator."  That is how the Indians purify 
         themselves of their desires, of their sins, of their 
         wrongdoings.  And when one comes out of that sweat, yo
         very physically comfortable.  But the most important part is 
         you are spiritually uplifted because you know you have done 
         something for your maker.  You have given part of your sweat 
         back to him as an offering.  That is how our ancestors must 
         have purified themselves.  That is how we are going to purify
         ourselves today.  And how do you pray?  We have no written 

te         words because our ancestors could not read and could not wri
         So they instructed us to say that you talk to God the way your 
         spirit tells you to address him.  You say, "Oh, Great Spirit, 
         forgive me for I am weak.  Great Spirit, guide me so that you 
         will bring me wisdom, so that you will bring me the comforts of
         life that are necessary."  Then you tell him in your own way, 
         in your own words, exactly how you feel at that time and point 
         in your life.  So you don't have a laid down litany, what they 
         call a litany.  They don't have it because litanies sort of 

          become useless after they are read a few times, eh.  But your
         spirit will tell you what to say at that moment when you burn 
         the sacred sweetgrass and you talk to him.  Your spirit will 
          
         te
         important.  It has to be reintroduced; it has to be public
         performed.  It has to be honored and it has to be respected.  
         And what our elders tell us is also group participation.  They 
         will pass a pipe or they will pass the sweetgrass around to 
         everybody to get the audience participating.  And that's all 
         part of the rituals; that's all part of the ceremonies. 
          

e separate reality sometimes is frightening; and the r         Th
         why it is frightening is because we are dealing with the 
         unknown.  God has never revealed himself to anybody.  But 
         only way that revelations can be expressed in the Indian way 
         that I know is through what they call visions.  When our 
         spiritual people go fasting without food and water and the
         take their sacred objects and they communicate with God in th
         forest, they find their holy places and they try and seek a 
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         people do not get a vision is because all people cannot get a 
         vision.  Only special people can get a vision.  I know many 
         people who have tried to seek a vision for a number of years 
         and have not received anything.  They think they are doing 
         something wrong.  They cannot accept the fact that they are 
         some of the ones who have been chosen to deliver the messages 
         that have to be delivered to our people today and now.  Some 
         people do have the honor and the privilege to see a vision and
         have a visitation, have to meet and communicate with the 
         mediators.  These are messengers of the Great Spirit.  These 
         mediators, they come to you in the form of an animal vision.  
         And in order for you to get that vision, you have to do certain
         things.  You have to go fasting, you have to pray, you have to 
         do the sacred ceremony, you have to go through a purification 
         ritual in order to glorify you, to get those visions.  And when
         you get those visions, there is no verbal communication.  That 
         animal does not speak to you, but there is lots of mental 
         communication.  And that's how our ancestors communicated w
         the animal world, because they know that they were the makings 
         of the Great Spirit, that the animal is like us as humans. 
         Whatever happens to that animal will also happen to us becau
         we are part of the same creation.  The only difference between 
         humans and animals is that we are able to talk.  They cannot 
         talk.  In reality, the world is dumb.  The world is voiceless;
         it cannot communicate with us.  We, as human beings, are the 
         only ones that make the world through our languages.  We say, 
         "That's a log.  That's water.  That's a tree.  This is the 

d          air."  These objects cannot speak so we have to say the worl
         is dumb, the world is voiceless.  As humans, we create the 
         world.  And when we create the world, we begin to philosophi
         and we begin to rationalize which means we reason with 
         ourselves that we are doing the right and proper things.
         called rationalization, the act of doing the right things that 
          
         we
         understanding the world around you and how you relate that 

,         world around you.  The sun, the moon, the planets, the earth
         astronomy, astrology, it's all part of the creation, too.  Our 
         ancestors understood that.  They know how to communicate with 
         God in the spirit world.  When the European missionaries 
         arrived, when they seen this thing happening, they became 
         frightened at it, no doubt, and could not fully understand.
         they declared it to be barbaric and began to destroy something 
         that was equally as beautiful as their practices and their 
         rituals and their ceremonies.  But the name of the game in 
         ancient times was to Christian and civilize the savage. 
          
         I 
         have developed a language in which you cannot swear to God.  In  
         all of the 250 different languages spoken in North America, the 
         Indian languages, not one of them that can swear to God.  And I 
         think that's beautiful because that's part of your culture, 
         that's part of your traditions, that's part of our way of 
         looking at the world around us, that's part of our way in 
         respect to the creation because we developed a language whe
         it's impossible to swear directly to God.  You cannot do that. 



         From the east to the west, from the north to the south, the 250 
         different languages, the over 250 languages that are still 
         spoken today, not one of them can swear to their maker, not one 
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         can swear to the Creator.  But in our way of our brothers and 
         sisters, when things are not right, the first thing they teach 
         us through their language is how to swear.  And we say Jesus 
         Christ, you goddamned... and you go on and on and on.  That's 
         their way.  That's their culture.  That's not our way.  The 
         Indian way is more powerful.  The Indian way is more spiritua
         The Indian way is more stronger.  The Indian way is a proper 
         way and it was meant for us to take that journey, to walk that 
         road that is red because we are considered to be the red people 
         of mother earth.  And we were placed here by the Creator, given 
         a special geographical domain and there we were instructed on 
         how to live according to the ways of our maker.  And our maker,
         our Creator, always spoke to us through our medicine people,  
         especially gifted orators who could turn people on, who could 
         grasp their attention, who could deliver messages of 
         compassion, of love, of understanding.  It is willed b
         Almighty that every generation he guarantees that we will have 
         these kind of people and women.  And we have survived the four 
         hundred and almost five hundred years of the Europeans' attempt 
         to assimilate us and to make us what they are and he has 
         failed.  He has failed because he cannot fully understand 
         Indian way.  He has failed because we as native people, we 
         refuse to die.  We refuse to be assimilated, we still love our 
         aunties and our grannies and our grandfathers.  We still 
         respect their ways and we still learn from them because th
         are beautiful people like you are.  Thank you. 
          
         (a
          
         Ma
         am, nobody.  That's why I say I wonder if I belong.  We're going 
         to try to entertain you a bit with our drum.  We are Big Drum 
         people, that's our religion.  (Ojibway)  We aren't going to 
         sing any of our sacred songs because they are only sang at a 
         sacred moment.  We're going to sing a couple of other songs. 
         We're going to start off with an honor song honoring some of 
         the people here.  Then we're going to sing the Owl Dance songs
          
         Th
         they were talking, they found out that they were each given 
         this same dream.  The owl came to them and told them about 
         medicine:  how you get medicine, how to cure the sick, how t
         make people strong again.  So they followed the instructions 
         and that's where our people first got medicines.  They, in 
         turn, wanted to do something to honor the owl that did this 
         them so they got a little dance called the Owl Dance and they 
         all went and chose a partner and danced.  Now there is four 
         songs that go with this and we use some words in there.  
         (Ojibway)  I think everybody knows what that means.  Now I
         going to ask the ladies.  Usually at home we give the ladies 
         first choice and if they walk up to a gentleman and ask him to 
         dance with them and he refuses, he must pay her something.  So 
         any of you that feel like you're going to refuse, hide your 
         medallions and valuable rings and...(laughter).  Some of thes



         women are going to take them away.  After a while, if the women 
         don't get up to get a partner, then the men can do it.  And 
         it's the same way, if the lady refuses, she has to pay. 
          
         So then we're going to sing a song that's used generally at big 
         gatherings.  It (inaudible) at the beginning and there is a 
         song that goes for that.  And this song is when they take it 
         down.  We got this song from our Omaha brothers and their 
         languages are tough for any Algonkian to try to master it.  
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         Because their language isn't the same.  It's like a German 
         trying to talk to a Chinaman.  No words similar.  So, we don't 
         say the words but the meaning of the song is, we are putting 
         you away.  We aren't saying goodbye but it's just until we mee
         again.  So with those three songs, I hope we're all able to 
         meet.  Thank you. 
          
         Some of the head ladies; Ernest can get his helper.  Is he here 
         yet?  Can he dance for you?  You could call on one of these 
         young boys.  I want to say this.  I want to ask this.  Please
         if you are going to record and you record these songs, it's 
         perfectly all right.  But if you take them to a powwow, use 
         them the way they are supposed to be used.  Now we sang one o
         the honor songs at home and there was some young people there 
  
          
         start that song.  I wonder who they're honoring?  But they ju
         th
         and take these songs home, use them the way they are supposed 
         to be used, please.  Thank you.  Now we expect these honorees 
         to dance around the drum once and then everybody that feels 
         like they want to help honor those people, you dance too. 
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         suddenly and if I were to dress up like white man, my Creator 
         would ask me, "Who are you?  Are you Indian?"  "Yes, I'm 
         Indian."  "Well, you're not dressed like one."  So where a
         to go?  As I was sitting there, I said to myself, "From now on,

irt.         from now on I'm going to have to be true, wear a ribbon sh
         In case if I go suddenly, when my Creator asks me, 'Who are 
         you?' I'll say 'I'm Indian.'  'Oh yes, you got a ribbon shirt 
         on.  You go this way with the Indian people have went.'"   
          
         (break in tape) 
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         say a few words and I told him that they'll be very brief.  I 
         want to give other people the chance to come up here to talk 

          too.  Then he said, "There is a different group of people here
         tonight than there were last night."  I said, "Okay, I'll come 
         up and I'll lay a few words on you."  So, I just want to begin
         by saying - and to other people it will probably be a 
         repetition of what I said earlier - but what I would like to 
         say this evening or would like to reiterate is that the history 
         of the Europeans upon our land is not a very good story
         the history of the Europeans upon our land tells us the story 
         of a trail of broken treaties from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
         coast, that the history of the Europeans upon our land is the 
         story of the introduction of what we call germ warfare.  When 
         they came over to this land 485 years ago, they brought with 
         them many diseases like chicken pox, smallpox, tuberculosis, 
         venereal diseases, tooth decay and things of that nature.  
          
         These diseases claimed thousands and thousands of Indian lives
         and Indian people were dying from chicken pox and smallpox a
         tu
         tribal medicine people did not have enough time to find 
         medicines to combat these foreign alien diseases.  And for that 
         reason, along with the genocides that have taken place that
         were committed towards Indian people - hundreds and hundr
         men, women, and children were slaughtered by the visiting 
         Europeans and put in mass graves and mass burial sites - for 
         that reason, today the native people are saying that America 

the          was built on Indian graves.  And that's a reality.  That's 
         truth.  America was built on Indian graves.  And many of our 
         forefathers willingly gave up their lives, willingly gave up 
         and sacrificed their lives so that we, the coming generations 
         of Indians, can live to see this day, today.  Now we have to b
         thankful to them because they are the ones who spoke up agains
         the onslaught of what was happening to our people.  They were 
         the ones who said, "Do not take our land from us.  Do not 
         destroy our religious beliefs.  Do not change our ways."  But 
         they were not listened to.  So the history of the Europeans 
         upon Indian land is not a good story.  It is a story you co
         read and it is a story of exploitation and manipulation.  It is
         the story of the quest for power.  It is the story of mass 
         killings of Indian men, women, and children.  It is the story 
         that one does not want to say but has to say it because history 
         is part of our today, history is part of our tomorrow.  And 
         it's about time that the Indian began to speak up and stand up 
         and begin to say the truth, begin to say exactly what took 
         place some 485 years ago up to today. 
          
         In 1497 when the first European placed his foot on Micmac la

and things began to          in Nova Scotia, things began to happen 
         ch
         homeland, they were small in number at first.  There were only 

          18 people on the boat that sailed over across the great salt
         waters.  And they placed their feet upon Indian land.  They 
         placed their feet upon what men, women, and children have died 
         and are buried on, Indian lands.  That is the reason why our 
         elders tell us that our lands are as holy, our lands are sacr



         and we have to have that kind of an understanding.  The history 
         of the European visitors upon our land continues.  And when 
         they first came over in 1497 there was only 18 of them on a 
         boat.  These people were lost; they were sick; they were 
         confused; they didn't know where they were.  They were 
         suffering from scurvy and malnutrition because they were not 
         eating the right kinds of foods.  And malnutrition and scurvy 
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         is a disease where the swelling of the gums takes place, wher
         discolorations of the skin begin to form all over the parts of
         your body, because you are not eating the proper kinds of 
         foods.  Our European visitors were suffering from these kinds 
          
         of diseases when they arrived here.  And as nature's gentle
         our ancestors took pity on them and they invited them to come 
         an
         beautiful part of the earth in which we are living in peace and 
         in tranquility with one another.  They were told to, "Come off 
         your ships.  Come and sit amongst us.  Take these kinds o
         foods and eat them and replenish your bodies and your spirits 
         back in their normal state of affairs."  They were given meats 
         and fish to eat.  They were given some herbal medicines to 
         drink because our ancestors took pity on these alien visitors. 
         And they invited them into their wigwams.  Eighteen people 
         coming on a boat could have been easily killed because they 
         were outnumbered by the Indian population at that time, which 
         is estimated by archeologists and anthropologists in Nova 
         Scotia to be somewhere around forty to fifty thousand native 
         people at that time, in the year of 1497.  When they invited 
         these people ashore, like I said earlier, these European 
         visitors did not bring any women with them.  But they brought 
         men who wore dresses.  And no doubt the question was asked, 
         "Who are you?" 
          
         And they had a language problem right off the bat.  Depending

en visitors were, whether they were English          on who these ali
         Fr
         a language problem, a communication problem.  They could not 
         communicate effectively, regardless of their welcome.  After 
         they had gotten over the language barrier and were able to 
         communicate, they began to ask one another questions.  And thi
         didn't happen overnight.  It required several years to reach 
         the state of communication where both parties could understa
         what was taking place, because one does not learn a language 
         overnight.  
          
         By that time, more Europeans had arrived.  There were shipload

 of Europeans that came and began to settle on t         and shiploads
         sh
         seen this, the native people began to move inland because there 
         was a certain amount of mistrust.  There was a certain amount 
         of bewilderment on both parts.  The Englishman and the 
         Frenchman were shocked because when they seen our ancestors 
         they really believed that they had met savages.  But the word 
         savage in those days took on a different meaning or had a 
         different meaning than it means today.  The word savage meant
         people or groups of people living with nature and in harmony 
         with nature.  Languages change.  Today the word savage take



         a very negative expression.  As more Europeans came, they 
         brought many different things that helped to offset the native 
         people and they brought with them many things that were strange 

 And          to our ancestors - mirrors, guns, shiny objects, trinkets. 
         they seen our country was full and rich in abundance of animal 
         furs and hides of beaver pelts, moose, caribou, deer, and all 
         of the rest of the natural things that were here. 
          
          
         Then they began to trade with the native people.  What happened 

s the three m's came into existence.  The Europeans' military 
s the first to arrive.  Then came their merchant, which is 
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         wa
         the second m.  And the third m was the missionary.  So the 
         military, the merchant, and the missionaries arrived and they 
         established themselves.  Then as time went on they began to se
         and record in a very biased way about the activities that th
         were observing.  Because at that time, the educational systems 
         throughout the world were not as they are today.  Educational 
         systems that these people came from at that time and point of 
         world development was that only the elite could read.  Only the 
         military commanders could read and write.  Only the high, top 
         ranking officials in business could write, and people who were 
         in the highest order of society at that time could read and 
         write.  The masses of the people, whether they be English or 
         French, were unable to read and unable to write because at that 
         time of world development, only the ones who could afford the
         kinds of things were the ones that got educated.  When they 
         came here, they encountered our ancestors who, too, were living 
         in preliteracy.  That means our ancestors could not read and 
         could not write.  And that's common throughout North America.
         There was a certain amount of hieroglyphics and picture 
         drawings on rocks and things of that nature but there was no 
         writing system.  But like I said earlier, that's not all that 
         important because all countries of the world, all civiliz
         of the world, at one point in time did not have a writing 
         system.  Writing system is only young, it's only about, a 
         little bit over 2000 years old.  And if you look at the 

..          Christian church, you will begin to learn that the scribes.
         the word scribe means to write.  The scribes recorded certa
         activities that were taking place at that time.  These sc
         from which the Christian church originates were people who were
         able to write.  And when they recorded certain happenings, they
         recorded them in four languages of which Hebrew was one.  I 
         don't know the other three, I've forgotten them right off hand 
         but Hebrew was one of the languages that was first evidence of 
         writings ever to be developed.  From which the Christians got
         their Bible. 
          
         As these people came over to our homeland, they introduced 

ike money.  Our ancestors had no need for money          other things l
         be
         exchange.  The medium of exchange is the fancy word for mone
         They didn't have it.  They had rather a trading system where 
         you would trade one object for another object.  And the society 
         was one of giving and sharing.  One of giving and sharing, 
         which was opposite to the way the Europeans behaved in their 
         homeland.  Because by that time, economics had begun to take 



         hold and they were looking for world market for other products 
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         and they wanted to find a shortcut to India because, at that 
         time, they had to travel overland through mountains and desert
          
          
         and the roads were tough.  And there was a dude by the name of 
         Ch
         began to say that the world was round and people didn't believe
         him because at that time our European visitor, our European 
         brothers, thought that the world was flat.  That if you saile
         too far out into the ocean, you would fall off the edge.  
         That's what they believed in.  But Christopher Columbus was a
         navigator who thought differently and had a hard time selling 
         the idea that he was saying to the merchants, to the 
         politicians, to the rulers of those people in those times.  
         Told them that the world was round.  And he could not be the 
         sponsor until he went to this lady by the name of.... 
          
         (break in tape) 
          
         No
         Chris put on a bi
         I can bring you riches of golds and satins and silks and spi
         only if you'll sponsor me."  By and by Liz said, "Okay, Chris
         I'll tell you what I'll do.  I'll hock my jewels."  So she took 
         off her valuable things and hocked them and pawned them and got 
         some bread so Chris could build three ships.  So Chris now set 
         out to get a crew.  But think how difficult it was at that time 
         to get a crew of sailors to sail with you when the people 
         believed that the world was flat, when the people believed that 
         they would fall off the edge of the world if you sailed out to 

r          sea too far.  So they had to turn to their prisons and thei
         penal institutions and there they told people, "If you want 
         freedom, we'll give you the opportunity to sail with 

          Christopher Columbus on a new journey and if you're successful
         and you return, then we'll give you your pardon." 
          
         And that's how the history of the Europeans began to develop.  
         But we are not told these things because the white 
         hi
         beautiful way.  It's called psychological warfare in that he 
         will make himself look good by making other people look bad. 
         And that's exactly what happened when the early recorders of 
         history began to record their history of our people in this 
         land.  They made themselves look like heroes and they made the
         native people look like savages, pagans, and godless people an
         uncivilized individuals.  They even argued amongst themselves
         and said, "Do those savages have souls?" And the theologians 
         and the clergy in those days argued amongst themselves, "Is the 
         Indian worthwhile saving?"  Because the characteristic of the 
         white man is to go around saving souls.  His history tells us 
         that.  So whenever these white dudes ever come to me and lay 
         the Christ trip on me I tell them, "Look, if you want to save 
         souls, why don't you go around and tell people to walk on their
         heels."  "Walk on your heels, you see?"  (laughter)  
          
         But anyway, the history of the European continues.  They had 
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         native people are grateful because they brought good 
         technologies, they brought good education, they brought a lot 
         of good things to which we are thankful for today.  It's how 
         they went about it that is questionable.  And the first 
         giveaway that ever happened, happened in Nova Scotia when these
         European visitors came and they declared the land for the 
         rulers over in France, over in England.  The rulers over in 
         France and over in England, at that time, were fighting one 
         another.  There was political unrest.  There was being push
         for space because they were running out of land.  Their 
         population was increasing and all of a sudden the word came, 
         have discovered new lands.  Christopher Columbus was the first 
         European visitor and other visitors came over, explorers of - 
         Champlain, Cartier, and you know the ones I'm talking about.  
         And the giveaway came when they said, "We declare this land for 
         our rulers who are over in the old country."  And I don't even 
         know why they use the word old because that country over there 
         is no older than this country here.  It's of the same age.  Then 
         these absentee landlords.  Now you have developed what you call 
         absentee landlords who are the kings and rulers over in France 
         and over in England.  They are called absentee landlords 
         because they are not here, they are over there.  The absentee 
         landlords that began to go to their people and began to tell 
         their people, "If you want space, if you want land, go to 
         new found land which we call Canada and there I'll give you all
         the land you want."  Land giveaways, they are called.  The 
         native people of today are saying, "Hey, you dudes, how can you
         give something away that's not yours?  Isn't that a violation?  
         Isn't that a violation into one of your ten commandments of 
         God?  Where the Christian church preaches and says 'Thou shalt 
         not steal'?"  Sure it's a violation.  Because our white brothers 
         and sisters do not listen to the teachings of their Gods and 
         have to say Gods because they believe in three Gods, the 
         Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost.  My purpose here is not to 
         condemn them and my purpose here is not to condemn the people 
         who have adopted the alien faith.  My purpose here is to t
         and relate the historical perspective, only through the eyes 
         native people.  So you begin to say to yourself, "If that is th
  
         our land right from the bottom of our feet."  That's in 
         violation to the commandment of thou shalt not steal.  What 
         about the commandment about thou shalt not commit adultery and 
         thou shalt not covet they neighbor's wife?  Because when the 
         Europeans first came, I told you earlier, they never brou
         women with them.  Maybe at a point of a knife, a rifle, along
         with the introduction of alcohol, they came to our women and 
         they imposed themselves physically upon our women.  And they 
          

          committed sexual acts to satisfy their fleshly desires and that
         too is a violation to their teachings which says 'Thou shalt 
         not commit adultery, thou shalt not covet they neighbor's 

fe.'  I told you earlier that the history of the European          wi
         upon our land is not a very good story.  It is a story of 
         grief.  It is a story of exploitation and manipulation.  It is

en         the story of mass killings of Indian men, women, and childr
         It is the story of a trail of broken treaties.  It is the sto



         of cultural genocide.  And the word genocide means to kill. 
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         Insecticide, suicide, infanticide and genocide. 
          
         They began to declare our holy rituals and our sacred 
         ceremonies to be barbaric.  Then they told us, "Do not pray i
         your way because we come in a right way.  Our way
         be
         your ways.  Put out those fires because when you pray in front 
         of a fire you become a fire worshipper."  And at the same time 
         they would go to their altars and they would light their 
         candles and they themselves would pray in front of a fire.  The
         history of the European continues to unfold chapter by chapter 
         by chapter.  But the history of the Europeans upon this country 
         is not a very good story.  They violated many teachings.  Their 
         philosophical religious teachings have been violated and t
         are still being violated today.  At the point of a rifle and a 
         bayonet, our brothers too suffered because the United States 
         Cavalry forced native people to march in cold, winter weather 
         because they wanted to take their lands away from them and put 
         them on Indian reservations.  Many of these native people died 
         of starvation.  They died of exposure.  Many of them were 
         huddled and hugging and holding one another and their little 
         children as they died on these forced marches. 
          
         And the price that we have paid to be an Indian is very high.  
         I told you earlier, you have paid with your religious beliefs
         You have paid with your languages, because many of our childre
         cannot communicate in the language given to them

irit.  You have paid with your land, because          Sp
         reservation land is held in trust by the crown who calls itself 
         the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development.  You 
         have paid with your souls.  You have paid until we could not 
         pay no more.  There is nothing else to give.  We have suffered 
         genocide, physical genocide of being killed.  We suffer fro
         spiritual genocide because our religious beliefs were taken 
         away and were tried to be replaced by something else.  We 
         suffered from the Europeans' diseases.  We suffer today by the
         system, political systems of oppression and suppression and 
         that our daily lives are being dictated to us through the 
         Indian Act.  But you survived and you will continue to surviv

e         And the reason why we are going to survive is because we ar
         proud race of people.  We refuse to die.  We will continue to 
          

          tell our young children to go to their elders to seek their
         wisdom, to ask for their direction and guidance.  We will 
         continue to go into cultural development.  We will continue to 
         ask our elders to teach us the holy and the sacred ways as they
         un
         - those of us who are not afraid to withdraw from the 

          dominating faiths that have come here to this country.  And
         you want an example of the dominating faith, in North America 
         there are over 270 different Christian denominations.  Over 270 
         groups of people, religious groups of people have established 
         themselves in North America.  There is the Catholic, 
         Protestant, Anglican, and we can go on and on and on for 270 
         times, we can do that.  And all of these alien visitors and 
         their descendants have developed that.  And the reason why it 



         was developed was because they have written their beliefs in a 
         book called the Bible and everybody makes an interpretation o
         the Bible differently and they cannot agree with one another. 
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         So they form their own church.  They have done that 270 times
         No wonder we are confused.  No wonder many of us cannot find 
         spiritual satisfaction in the alien ways of worship.  No wonder 
         many of our young people are committing suicide.  No wonder 
         many of our young people are in jails and prisons.  The federal 
         prisons and the provincial jails are full of native people at a 
         very high rate.  Our young people are smoking that wacky 
         tobacky called marijuana.  They are drinking alcohol and some 
         of them are even injecting stuff into their veins and many of
         them are taking pills for the nonmedical use of drugs.  And 
         they become high.  Many of them have been sapped of their 
         identity because they don't want to be an Indian.  They do
         know, nobody has ever told them how beautiful it is to be an 
         Indian.  They were always told to be ashamed of what they were,
         through no fault of their own but through the fault of the 
         educational system which is perpetuated by the white man,  
         reinforced by the biased recording of history.  They have 
         nothing to be proud for.  So we, as intelligent human Indian 
         people today, are going to have to do it ourselves.  And in the 
         field of cultural development, in the field of spiritual 
         development, this is beginning to take form and I feel proud
         be part of that.  I don't ever process myself to be an 
         individual who has all the answers, but I would like to sit 
         down and I would like to share what little bit of knowledge 
         that I do have so that our people will become proud people
         more.  So that our people will not be ashamed to wear their 
         sacred objects in public.  The men will not be afraid to
         their hair or let their hair grow long.  The native women wil
         continue to express their beauty in the Indian way.  They wil
         do these chants.  They will perform the dances and the elders 
         will continue to preach the philosophy and teach us the ancie
         ways and that we continue to practise our purification rituals 
         and sweat ceremonies.  We need all of these so much and 
          
         so bad that it's time we began to do this kind of work.  The 
         white man cannot do this because it's not his place.  The black 
         man cannot come here and do this because he'll be culturally 

ne          lost.  So will the yellow man.  The red man is the only o
         th
         forefathers which were equally as beautiful as any civilizatio
         in the entire world and your language will tell you that.  
          
         There are many mysteries and there are many secrets hidden in
         the languages.  All they have to do is go to our grandaddies
         and grandmothers and say, "Tell me a story.  Interpolate it for 
         me.  Translate it for me so that I'll be able to understand 

sdom of my ancestors."  And they will tell you.  They wil         wi
         tell you many things.  Then you'll begin to get a feeling of, 
         you belong to somebody.  You belong to a group of people who 
         refuse to die.  You belong to a group of people who will not 
         give up their traditional ways.  You belong to a group of 
         people who are proud and who are equally as beautiful as any 
         other group of people in the entire world.  Because the Indian 
         has a certain characteristic about him that is very attractive



         by the white man, that is very attractive to the black man, 
         that is very attractive to the yellow man.  And many of them 
         want to be like we are but they can never be and we cannot be 
         like them.  Because it was meant by the Great Spirit that we were 
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         placed here by him and so were other groups of people placed on 
         the earth by him and that we try to hang on to our identity a
         much as we can.  We have succeeded in that, because when I loo
         at you I see beautiful people.  When I look at you I feel proud 
         to be part of you.  And when I talk to people I always tell them, 
         "For gosh sakes, do not take me to be superior to you because I 
         am not superior to you.  I am of your equal and I do not elevate
         myself any higher.  I don't want you to look down upon me and I 
         don't want you to look up at me.  I want you to look even with 
         me.  Because I too belong with you and together, we can walk 
         hand in hand to make this world a much better world in which to 
         live and we can do it.  The road is going to be tough, it's 
         going to be hard but we shall survive because we got people who'l
         help us.  These people are the spiritual people who will turn 
         to the Creator for help, who will turn to the Creator for 
         guidance, who will do their ceremonies and their holy chants 
         and they will receive messages through their medicine people 
         to what direction we should take because we are going to 
         survive and refuse to die and I feel proud to be part of that 
         team who refuses to be assimilated.  I feel proud to be par
         that team who continues to hang on to their traditions in 
         the very crucial stage in the development of native people in 
         Canada and in America today.  But we will overcome these t
         because it was meant by the Great Spirit that we not die.  It 
         was meant by the Creator that we will continue to walk upon our 
         mother, the earth, with high respect." 
          
          
         And there will come a day, according to the elders that tell us
         that our prophets will say, there will come a day when the 

ted and the other races          Indian people will be honored and respec
         of
         wi
         with the creation.  We do not disobey the sacred teachings of 
         our people.  We continue to live in harmony, in peace, in 
         tranquility and we love one another. 
          
         Love is a very important thing.  But love has to be defined.  
         We got to put a definition on it.  We have to respect one 

 I          another.  Last night I talked about the fatherhood of God. 
         talked about the brotherhood of man an
         em
         remind our male members to pay high respect to the women 
         because that's an important component.  Because without the
         there would be no more Indians.  Without them, we cannot be 
         what we are.  They are part of us and we are a part of them.  
         We have to listen to them.  We have to honor them.  We have 
         respect them.  So that our children will see us and they i
         turn, will do the same thing.  We don't want to be like the 
         white macho man who imposes himself upon his women and who has
         all the answers.  Our Indian males are a little bit different. 
         Thank God for that.  And some of them are still pretty good 
         guys.  They have not fallen into the traps of vice and 



         violence.  Because all we have to do is go up and talk to them 
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         and you will see that the majority of the males are sensible 
         guys.  Likewise with the females, they are still beautiful, 
         they are still attractive, they still hold that number one 
         complexion that the white man wants to take away, or wants to 
         copy or wants to duplicate.  
          
         So with that, I want to say that I am honored to have spoken 
         you for the last few minutes.  I feel proud to be part of yo
         I feel very proud when I see people that are like I am and I 
         don't have to go around showin
         be
         come here, not to tell you what to do, but to share with you 
         what little bit of knowledge I have.  And if it's permitted by 
         the Creator that I talk to you again tomorrow then I will do 
         so.  For the time being, I have spoken. 
          
         (applause) 
          
         (End of Side B) 
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