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You never know who you’ll
bump into on campus during
the spring and summer months
when visitors from all walks of
life and around the world make
the U of R their home-away-
from-home for a few days.

“The U of R residences are
able to accommodate more
guests during spring and sum-
mer than any other facility in
Regina. The completion of the
North and South Residences
and the experience gained from
hosting the 2005 Summer
Games have given Residence
and Conference Services the
ability to host large, national
events with relative ease,” says
Judy Amundson, director of
Student Affairs Operations.

“Now that we have this
space, conference guest occu-
pancy has grown every year. 
We have surpassed our budget
projections for revenue every
single year and we will this year
as well,” says Amundson. “So it
looks really good.”

In addition to hosting sev-
eral academic conferences over
the next few months, the
University will be the hub for a

steady flow of national events,

non-academic conferences and

small groups using its facilities.  

Approximately 1,135

young gymnasts, for example,

will stay in residence when they

come to the city to compete in

the 2007 Canadian Gymnastics

Championships, May 21 to 26.

More than 400 people are

expected for the Air Women

reunion June 8-10 which

includes any woman who has

served, or is serving in the

Canadian Air Force. This year

the reunion will celebrate the

50th anniversary of women who

joined in 1957.

The University will also be

home to Saskatchewan Justice’s

Victim Services co-ordinators

and Aboriginal resource officers

who will be Regina completing

training. Many participants will

A new initiative led by the
Institut français is bringing
together Métis and francophone
people to share the challenges of
being minority peoples and to
develop ideas to better promote
their respective cultures. 

The five-year program will
begin with travelling roundta-
bles, with the first scheduled
to take place August 18-19 at
Batoche.

It is a significant endeavour
because the two groups have
sometimes had an uneasy rela-
tionship since the Northwest
Resistance of 1885. During the
Resistance’s Battle of Batoche,
Louis Riel led the Métis people
in an uprising against the
encroaching Canadian govern-
ment and was defeated.

Once the Métis were beat-

en there was not a political
advantage to associate with
them. Métis people also felt
betrayed that the Catholic
Church sided with the
Canadian government during
the resistance. This set in
motion the divide between the
two people.

The idea to rebuild the
relationship between francoph-
ones and Métis people started
in 2005 with the conference,
“Resistance and Convergence:
Francophone and Métis
Strategies of Identity in
Western Canada.”  The
Institut français worked with
the Gabriel Dumont Institute
and the Assemblée commu-
nautaire fransaskoise on the
breakthrough event that drew
approximately 200 artists, aca-

demics and members of both
the francophone and Métis
communities.

“It was emotional because
I think they realized we share
so much and it’s hard to be in
a minority situation,” says
Peter Dorrington, Institut
français associate director. 

“Sometimes you are very
proud of it, other times it’s tir-
ing. It’d be so much easier just
to meld into the English
speaking majority. In talking
with the other community
they realized we share a strug-
gle. There are people who
understand what it is to be in a
minority situation. So there is
a feeling that we can talk about
these things, that it’s hard
sometimes but it is worth it.”

The 2005 conference took

(L to R) Carol Harwood and Brenda Yung, Conference Services staff; Donna Braun, 
acting manager of Residence and Conference Services; and Judy Amundson, director of

Student Affairs Operations, help ensure guests are comfortable during their stay on campus.

Campus ready to host conference guests

Métis-francophone dialogue 
to be renewed at Batoche

travel from as far north as La

Ronge, Sandy Bay and Black

Lake to attend. 

Members of Parents,

Families and Friends of Lesbians

and Gays (PFLAG) will also

meet here over the summer. 

The charitable organization

offers support, education and

resources to parents, families

and individuals who have ques-

tions or concerns about sexual

orientation or gender identity.

The increased number of

groups, particularly youth-ori-

ented organizations, has not

only helped conference revenue

it has helped expose more peo-

ple to the campus. 

“I see each and every one of

the young people who stay with

us through conferences and ath-

letic events as potential U of R

students,” says Donna Braun,

acting manager of Residence

and Conference Services.

“We work hard to make

sure that their stay in residence

is a positive one – a place where

they feel comfortable and will

want to return to when they

graduate from high school.”

– continued on page 2 
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a holistic approach to inter-

cultural dialogue that empha-

sized community, arts, aca-

demics and language.

Peter Dorrington, Institut français associate director, is part
of a project bringing together Métis and francophone people
for roundtable discussions starting this August in Batoche.

Organizers were cognizant

of building trust, eager to find

a way to build bridges.
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Writ
Large
By Victor T. Thomas
URSU Past-President
Incoming ’07 alumnus

It seems unbelievable 

but my time as a student at

the University of Regina has

finally come to an end.

Although I have not expedi-

tiously finished my degree, 

I have no regrets. Balancing

various boards, committees,

clubs and classes was at times

challenging and often led to

hundred-hour work weeks.

Despite the heavy workload,

it was truly enjoyable.     
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Although I have learned in
the classroom, it was the expe-
riential learning and support
from the entire University
community that I have grown
to cherish and appreciate.
From recreation basketball
services to serving on the
Board of Governors, my
University of Regina experi-
ence has been quite incredible. 

Though I have taken spe-
cialized programs at three
other universities, the U of R

is by far the closest to my
heart. At the U of R I have
stretched and grown more than
I could have imagined. The
opportunities available to me
have been incredible, from trav-
eling across the country to host-
ing some of the largest events
this campus has ever seen.  

As spring convocation on
June 6 approaches, it is amaz-
ing to think of all the wonder-
ful memories I now have. As I
become an alumnus, I feel
privileged to join this exclusive
group of close to 50,000
strong.  

Unlike other post-second-
ary institutions, the U of R has
a much more co-operative rela-
tionship among students, sen-
ior administration, professors
and staff.  Having met with
many student leaders across the
country, I often heard horror
stories of their relationships

It’s a busy time of year for
Martin Callaghan, the field co-
ordinator for the U of R’s
freshwater ecology lab. Every
summer students fan out up
and down the Qu’Appelle
Valley to collect and test water
samples and conduct other
experiments. It’s part of
Callaghan’s job to train them. 

“The Qu’Appelle River
watershed gives us a unique
opportunity to examine what’s
going on in our environment,”
Callaghan explains, “because
it’s the only one that originates
in the Prairies. The effects of
farming and other develop-
ments eventually all wash
down into this watershed.”

Callaghan came to his cur-
rent job in a roundabout way.
A decade ago he was living on
an acreage near Prince Albert
National Park, working as a
firefighter and emergency
medical technician, and loving
his life in the woodlands. A
serious back injury, surgery
and physiotherapy led him to
an opportunity to “re-educate”
himself at the U of R. He
focused on geography and
biology classes, and ultimately
received his degree in geogra-
phy. He’s now also close to
having a degree in biology, but
with his recent marriage and
efforts to adopt an eight-year-

old girl in Cambodia, his pri-
orities have changed. The
degree will have to wait awhile.

“When people ask why I
would adopt a child in south-
east Asia, I ask them, ‘Why
don’t you?’” Callaghan says. “I
believe strongly in giving back
to the community, and my
community happens to be the
world we live in.”

To prove his point,
Callaghan has arranged a
planned gift of $1.1 million to
the U of R’s Building Dreams
and Futures campaign. In plan-
ning his estate his goal was to
have a good, lasting effect on
peoples’ lives for generations.

“I believe the U of R offers
the biggest bang for the buck.”

While there are lots of
needs at the University, he adds,
his planned gift is directed to
the Department of Geography,
with which he is most familiar.
His gift will help upgrade labs
and provide scholarships for
promising geography students.

“I didn’t want to draw
attention to myself with my
gift, but I believe it’s important
to set an example,” says
Callaghan.

“Martin’s gift is truly com-
mendable and will leave a
strong footprint on the
University,” says Barbara
Pollock, the University’s vice-

Martin Callaghan, field 
co-ordinator for the U of R's
freshwater ecology lab, has
arranged a planned gift to
the Building Dreams and

Futures campaign.

president (External Relations.)
“Faculty and staff have

shown extraordinary levels of
support for the University’s
goals in the Building Dreams
and Future campaign. Martin
has taken this partnership with
the University to the next nat-
ural step by thinking about the
future and making a planned
gift.”

Planned gifts allow the
U of R to plan for long-term,
sustainable funding sources for
student support, research or
special projects. In August
2005, the University
announced a goal to raise $25
million in planned gifts in
addition to the $75 million
Building Dreams and Futures
goal. After nearly two years, 45
per cent has been achieved in
planned gifts. 

with their respective universi-
ties. The U of R should be
proud of its co-operative rela-
tionships and continue to fos-
ter them.

The University of Regina’s
motto is “As One Who Serves”
and I will try my best to exem-
plify this simple yet powerful
truth in whatever I do. Over
the years, I have been hon-
oured to serve on over 20 of
the University’s decision-mak-
ing bodies and through this I
have been able to work and
interact with so many in the
University community. This
has given me confidence, expe-
rience and an awareness that is
transferable to the greater com-
munity as well as to my new
career.   

I encourage the entire
University community to con-
tinue building, supporting and
strengthening their student

body. As the University of
Regina moves forward into a
new era, I am anxious to see
how it will grow and develop.
After all, as the U of R pros-
pers it will reflect well on
each and every degree grant-
ed. Students are often
referred to as the lifeblood on
a campus; therefore, where
there are students there
should be pulsating life!          

As I leave the U of R
campus as a student for the
last time, I will miss the peo-
ple the most.  Though the
buildings are nice and some
are new, it is the people
throughout this university
who truly made it unique
and special. It has been a
great pleasure to have learned
and served among an
extremely encouraging and
supportive University
community. Thank you!        

Planned gift creates
lasting opportunities 

– from page 1 Métis

“By having artists from the
two communities perform
together you start to dismantle
some of those psychological
barriers,” says Dorrington.

“You remind people we
share a lot. We also had a spiri-
tual component because it’s
important to show that this is a
solemn undertaking, this is a
serious discussion and it is a
safe discussion. It really was the
beginning of a healing process.”

The new roundtable ini-
tiative, which includes fran-
cophone and Métis partners
across the prairies, builds on
the momentum of the 2005
conference. These partners
include Métis governments in
the three prairie provinces, the
francophone provincial repre-
sentative bodies and francoph-
one and Métis post-secondary
institutions.

The selection of Batoche
for the first event is significant. 

“It’s a place of great historic
symbolism for the two commu-
nities and in many ways it is
because of what happened in
Batoche that the two communi-
ties parted ways so it is a power-
ful message to send that it is in
Batoche where the two commu-
nities come back together.”

Other roundtables will
occur across the Prairie
provinces in communities
where Métis and francophone
people live in close proximity.
Provincial roundtables, capped

off with a final regional round-
table in Regina, will follow.

“When you are a tiny
minority community in a pre-
carious position you cannot be
isolated,” says Dorrington.

“You have to develop part-
nerships with other minority
groups and it doesn’t matter
what language they speak. You
have lots to share.”

Although he can’t predict
the outcome of the roundtable
discussions, Dorrington says
future projects could include
issues that the communities
identify for comparative
research, looking at how the
two communities foster diver-
sity, artistic and cultural devel-
opment, exchange regarding
governance models, looking at
ways of sharing language trans-
mission from one generation
to the next and exploring how
communities set up education
for both students and teachers.

“Our idea isn’t to arrive
and say, ‘Here is the initiative
we were thinking of. Do you
want to sign on? And let’s go.’
You want this to be a bottom-
up procedure where the two
communities will decide
together in discussion what
they want to do. The idea is to
be very open. If we have a suc-
cessful meeting where the two
communities have a construc-
tive dialogue, that is already a
big accomplishment. You build
from there.”
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When the snow melts, the

busy season for the English 

as a Second Language (ESL)

program heats up.

Along with regular pro-

grams that consist of a core cur-

riculum and elective courses,

ESL offers several short term

programs that attract approxi-

mately 300 spring/summer stu-

dents from around the world.

Several NATO pilots from

Hungary and Italy will enrol in

ESL courses as part of their

aviation training program at

the NATO Flying Training in

Canada (NFTC) facility in

Moose Jaw. Over the last five

years approximately six to nine

NATO pilots have enrolled in

the program annually.

Plans are also underway

for the Explore program,

which has both a spring and

summer session running from

May 23 to June 22 and June

25 to July 27. Through this

program the federal govern-

ment provides bursaries for

francophone students from
Quebec to study English out-
side their province and
English-speaking students to
study French in Quebec, says
Bertrand Lee, head of ESL. In
total, the program will bring
approximately 190 students
including high school students,
university students and work-
ing adults to campus.

Also tentatively scheduled is
a teaching program for English-
language instructors from
Mexico. These instructors come
primarily from the State of
Sonora and teach at both high
school and university levels.
Educators from this area have
been earning ESL certificates
from the program since 2002.

In addition to some of
these special short-term 
sessions, ESL will host pro-
gramming for students from
countries including Korea,
Mexico and Japan. Many of
those students will enhance
their skills through the conver-

sation partner component of
the program which pairs
English-speaking U of R stu-
dents with ESL counterparts.

“All the things that they
can learn in the classroom,
that’s well and good, but when
they have conversation sessions
they pick up things the teach-
ers don’t tell them – the slang.
We do have slang and idiom
classes taught by teachers but
nothing like (that). Slang
changes. Some of these words I

Bertrand Lee, head of the English as a Second Language (ESL) program, says about 300 stu-
dents from around the world will come to the U of R to study English this spring and summer.

Deep below the Dr. John
Archer Library, in the vault of
Archives and Special
Collections, there are a million
stories waiting to be told.

Most of the stories can be
found in the papers and files
documenting the lives of peo-
ple who donated their person-
al records and documents to
the U of R. One of these was
Theodore Heinrich, a visiting
professor of art history at the
University of Saskatchewan,
Regina Campus in 1964-65.

Heinrich joined the
American army during WWII
and was involved in the repa-
triation of stolen art work
taken by the Nazis. His archive
collection includes approxi-
mately 200 boxes of docu-
ments, some with top secret
bombing reports and notes
detailing instructions to sol-
diers from Heinrich Himmler.  

Journalist William
Stevenson’s correspondence
with WWII spy “Intrepid” (Sir
William Stephenson) is also
there, along with many of the
documents left behind by
Gladys Arnold, who wrote for
the Leader-Post and Canadian
Press in the 1930s and ’40s.
She was the only Canadian
reporter in Paris when it fell to
the Germans. Her correspon-
dence about that event, along

with a handwritten note of an
eye-witness account of the
Regina Riots, is also there.

One of University Archivist
Mark Vajcner’s favourite collec-
tions is a set of letters written
by a student who went to
Regina College in the 1920s. 

“Florance Kirk went to
Nanking to teach English and
was in China from the late
1920s to 1949 when the
Communists took over. She
wrote back home letters of her
experience and those were
really quite fascinating. She
goes into so much detail, like
the Japanese invasion in 1937,
the bombing, people fleeing . . .
She paints the picture. You
feel like you are there.”

Naturally, the Archives
also hold a great deal of the
University’s history. This
recently included memorabilia
from the late Dr. John Archer,
the University’s first president
and for whom the Library is
named. Archer’s documents
included certificates, diplomas
and degrees awarded to him
throughout his career.

The President’s Office, 
the deans’ offices and the
Registrar’s Office make regular
record deposits to the
Archives, but much of the
material comes in the form 
of donations. 

The Archives also has a
keen interest in preserving 
documents in three specific
areas in which it has developed
a critical mass of information:
Saskatchewan writers, journal-
ism and fine arts, with fine arts
being its largest collecting area. 

It has, for example, slides
of all the early works complet-
ed by prominent Saskatchewan
sculptor Joe Fafard as well as
papers from four of the five
artists in the Regina Five. The
papers of Arthur McKay were
lost when his house flooded. 

The collections from
artists can include documents
such as letters, information
relating to commissions,
sketch books, as well as photo-
graphs the artist may have
taken and used as inspiration
for a piece.

“That’s all collected
because we will have
researchers who want to find
out, for academic purposes,
more about the background of
a particular work of art, how it
developed, why they painted it
the way that they did. They
use the archive to get into the
artist’s mind at a particular
time,” explains Vajcner.

The contributions of
modern journalists are also
preserved including documen-
tation from the current affairs

shows hosted and produced by

alumnus and former national

political reporter Pamela

Wallin. Wallin most recently

completed her posting as

Canada’s Consul-General in

New York City and has been

appointed Chancellor at the

University of Guelph.

Modern additions to the

Archives are presenting new

challenges. In the past

archivists would simply print

and file the material found on

computer disks. Now, however,

there are sound files and video
clips to consider. 

“Everyone thinks that
archives are just this old dusty,
musty stuff,” says Vajcner.

“The majority of materials
we have in the University
Archives are less than 40 years
old. MP3 and JPEG files are
going to be a record of the
past. So if we don’t figure out
how to keep those and store
them for the long term we will
lose a big chunk of history,
when today becomes the past.
It will be lost.”

University Archivist Mark Vajcner in the vault below the Library
where some of the U of R’s archival collection is stored.

Archives reveal a rich
historical treasure trove

don’t know, but the young
people would,” says Lee.

During their stay many of
the short-term students will
live with local families.
Through this arrangement
both the home-stay family and
student benefit from the cul-
tural interchange. 

“In (Japanese) culture hug-
ging and kissing is not a daily
occurrence,” explains Lee. “So
at first they are kind of taken
aback when they are greeted at

the airport and they get a hug
from a home-stay mother. One
said, ‘Not even my mother
hugged me at the airport when
I left for Canada.’ They are
uneasy at first but by the end
of the three, four weeks they
hug everybody.”

“It’s very intensive and
they do get very attached. We
used to have teachers say good-
bye to them at the airport and
stopped it because it was just
too emotional.”

Pilots among hundreds
here to learn English
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T
The U of R’s International

Test Centre for Carbon Dioxide
Capture (ITC) recently discov-
ered that in addition to finding
innovative ways to reduce
greenhouse gas, it can also
serve as a unique location for
nightly newscasts. 

Global Television broad-
cast its evening news live from
the ITC on April 23, the day
former U.S. vice-president Al
Gore was in Regina to talk
about global warming and his
documentary, An Inconvenient
Truth.

“Coinciding with Al
Gore’s presentation on climate
change it was the perfect
chance to highlight what some
of Regina’s brightest minds are
working on at our very own
university,” says Jill Morgan,
Global Television’s anchor and

producer. Camera operator
Adrian Raaber joined Morgan
for the broadcast which
involved bouncing signals
from a dish on the ITC to a
receiver on the Education
Building roof.

“We really enjoyed learn-
ing something new and hope
our viewers took away insight
into some of the important
work happening at the
University of Regina,” adds
Morgan. 

The ITC is a recognized
world leader in greenhouse gas
reduction technology and is
comprised of two main com-
ponents: a pre-commercial
scale technology demonstra-
tion plant at SaskPower’s
Boundary Dam Power Station
and a pilot plant at the U of
R, which is used for green-
house gas technology develop-
ment and screening. 

Through these resources
the ITC team has studied
methods for carbon dioxide
capture and injection into oil-
fields and new ways for C02 to
be used within industry. Now
it’s applying these findings to
large industrial-scale projects.
It is also looking for cost-effec-
tive methods of producing
renewable energy and develop-
ing bio-fuels.

For more information
about the ITC visit
www.co2research.ca

Engineering Dean Paitoon Tontiwachwuthikul (far left) joins
engineering professor Raphael Idem (above) in explaining
the research into carbon dioxide capture and sequestration

taking place at the ITC. Global Television anchor and produc-
er Jill Morgan (left top of page) and camera operator 

Adrian Raabar (right top of page) broadcast the evening
news out of the ITC recently.

Live from the ITC …
CO2 research goes ‘Global’
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