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The members of ArtsAction
Inc. are tired of seeing the city’s
heritage buildings converted
into parking spaces and have an
innovative idea that could both
save the buildings and revitalize
the downtown area.

Their vision includes a mas-
sive renovation of the Leader
Building at 1853 Hamilton
Street and the Legion Building
at 1820 Cornwall Street.

Funding from the U of R’s
Centre for Sustainable Com-
munities, the Saskatchewan
Arts Board, the City of Regina
Arts Commission and Sask-
Housing is helping them put a
plan in place to make the
vision a reality.

The Leader, a designated
heritage building, has a heritage
grant for the preservation of its
impressive façade, while the
Legion is important for its peace
tower and the Ken Lochhead
murals that adorn its foyer.

The idea is to turn these
heritage sites into customized
living and work spaces for
artists, offices for the commu-
nity’s various arts organizations,
and a central hub for the
Regina arts scene.

Construction will incorpo-
rate environmentally friendly
and energy efficient approaches,
using “green” technologies wher-

ever possible. One concept the
group is looking at, is grey water
recycling, a process that captures
runoff from showers and bath-
room sinks for toilet flushing.

“The initiative illustrates the
energy that artists can bring to
activities in their own communi-
ties and the important role that
the Faculty of Fine Arts can play
as a stakeholder in creating a
community that is art and her-
itage friendly,” said ArtsAction

member Kathleen Irwin, associ-
ate professor in the Department
of Theatre.

The group hopes the
project will also play a role in
retaining university graduates,
assist in the enfranchisement
of marginalized youth
through work programs and
create a greater sense of com-
munity identity.

“Place-making to me,
that is what is really needed

in the Queen City,” said
Christine Ramsay, associate
professor in the Department
of Media Production and
Studies. 

“There is a fantastic arts
scene in Regina, just as there is a
very active and engaged sports
community. One of the chal-
lenges seems to be collecting our
achievements to create a sense of
shared identity as a vibrant and
inclusive public culture.”

Finding the appropriate
buildings to begin that process
of place-making, however, was
a challenge.

“When I see peeling paint
as an artist, I get pretty excited
but as a developer, the exact
opposite,” said Rory
MacDonald, head of the
Department of Visual Arts. “A
lot more consideration has to
go into it than the aesthetics.
Sustainability means there has
to be a practicality in the way
that we look at those buildings
and evaluate them.”

Marian Donnelly, a stu-
dent in the executive master
of business administration
(EMBA) program, is manag-
ing the project and has taken
on the task of developing a
business plan for the ambi-
tious project. 

Fortunately, the Leader
and Legion Buildings have a
lot to offer.

The top three floors of the
six-storey Leader Building are
ideal for the group’s vision of
creating custom designed
artists’ live-work studios.

The second floor is being
conceived for ArtsAction’s
office space and its proposed
Artists’ Business Centre, several
artist-run centres as well as
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Being a responsible member
of the international community
is not an easy undertaking,
according to Canada’s
Ambassador to the Islamic Re-
public of Afghanistan, David
Sproule.

During his recent visit, stu-
dents learned that it involves
money, time, and often, a great
deal of patience.

Canada, like many other
United Nations members, is
in Afghanistan working to
achieve a number of measura-
ble goals in the areas of secu-
rity, development, defence

and counter narcotics.
And while the welfare of

the Afghan people is one moti-
vator for current action, ac-
cording to Sproule, Canada is
involved mainly, to preserve
security at home. 

“We didn’t help them as an
international community like
we should have,” said Sproule.
“And what did they get? They
got the Taliban. And during
the Taliban years things went
from bad to worse. We got a
wake-up call. Now, it’s time to
make sure it doesn’t happen
again. Afghans deserve better.

They deserve a chance to have
all the things our children and
our families take for granted.”

Based on presentations
made across the country, Sproule
has found Canadians to be gen-
erally supportive of these efforts. 

However, he finds that
more needs to be done to gain
the trust of the Afghan people.
Even in the most volatile
regions of the country, Afghans
do not oppose the international
effort, but in some cases are
afraid to show their support.

To help gain their trust,
Canada has developed labour

intensive projects, such as
bridge building and road con-
struction in Kandahar so they
can see tangible results under
the new leadership.

“How many roads did the
Taliban build for them? Not very
many. There are people who
haven’t come down firmly on
one side or another and we have
to make sure that over the long
term they come down on the
right side,” said Sproule making
the case for multilateralism. 

“We don’t want there to be
a vacuum again in south Asia.”

Sproule also noted that

Canada is not acting alone in
its efforts. It is part of a very
large international effort that is
working in Afghanistan at the
invitation of its government.

David Sproule, Canada’s
ambassador to Afghanistan.

L to R: ArtsAction members Marian Donnelly, Rory MacDonald, Christine Ramsay 
and Kathleen Irwin.
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Large

Garrett Schmidt
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Faculty of Engineering

“Peru, eh! Now that will be an incredible experience.”
This was the sentiment of most of my friends before I left
to volunteer through World University Service of Canada
(WUSC) in the mystical South American country.

“Yeah, I’m pretty excited,” was my typical response, not
knowing exactly what I was getting myself into. Yet I was
eager to apply my environmental engineering knowledge to
a community development project with the aim of improv-
ing the access to clean drinking water for 20,000 people.

For three-and-a-half months, I worked in Huacho, a
small city of about 150,000 people north of the capital city
Lima, under WUSC’s new Students Without Borders pro-
gram. I worked with the local water/wastewater utility com-
pany, EPS EMAPA Huacho, my daily professional routine
involving eight or nine hours analyzing data, performing
calculations, supervising construction projects, and taking
field measurements.

After having returned from Peru and digesting the expe-
riences from my three-and-a-half-month sojourn, I remem-
ber many things. And, like most adventures, the highs and
lows are foremost in my mind. The most obvious was the
daily challenge of communication. Studying Spanish part-
time for two years was certainly not enough to be comfort-
able with the Peruvian dialect. However, after being fully
immersed for a few months, I can now claim a degree of
competency. Other personal challenges included a lack in
sense of community that led to loneliness and frustration.

My life in Regina is filled with community involvement
and a good friend or family member is never too far away
to talk to or share a story with. However, in Peru simple
communication was often difficult and as a result new
friendships were hard to establish. 

Simple activities like walking to work were challenging,
with a pack of street dogs barking and nipping at my heels
as I passed through their marked territory. This is not some-
thing you would expect to endure in Canada but in Peru,
occurrences like this added to the excitement and capri-
ciousness of daily life.

Of course, in a paradoxical twist, many of the chal-
lenges I experienced in Peru are reasons why today I feel
more confident and comfortable with myself, my skills as an
engineer and the direction I am taking in life. My interna-
tional experience magnified my strengths and weaknesses. I
believe that as a result of the unique challenges of life in
Peru as compared to Canada, I am much more aware of both
these strengths and weaknesses than I otherwise would be.

Through this international experience, my view of the
world has not changed drastically. However, it has re-
affirmed my confidence in humanity and my belief that all
humans need and want the same things such as health, dig-
nity, opportunity and ultimately, happiness. Through the
adventure and excitement of an international experience, I
have come home to realize how fundamental and necessary
my friends, family and community are to my health and
happiness.
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Graduate student Suzan Lapp is completing her PhD
in geography.

Climate change research 
anything but dry

Spending summers in the
Rockies may sound like a
dream research assignment,
unless you’re monitoring the
effects of climate change. Suzan
Lapp spent part of the summer
collecting core samples from
trees in the mountains as part of
her research into water supply
and future precipitation levels in
the South Saskatchewan River
system. The growth rings in the
core samples provide a year-by-
year snapshot of the climate
where the trees grew.

Lapp came to the U of R to
complete a PhD in geography
after doing a master’s degree in
environmental science at the
University of Lethbridge.

“I studied the snowpack in
the mountains for my master’s,”
Lapp says. “I lived there, and
I’ve seen how the snowpack has
shrunk in recent years.”

Lapp is one of two PhD stu-
dents supported by Nexen
Fellowships through the U of R’s
Building Dreams and Futures
campaign. Each year Nexen pro-
vides two $25,000 fellowships to
graduate students pursuing
research projects in an environ-
mental or energy field of study.
Lapp was “beyond happy” when
she learned her proposed climate
change study had been accepted.

“It not only made my day,
it made my year,” she says. “I’ve
been teaching part-time for the
last five years at the U of
Lethbridge to support myself, so
this takes away a lot of the
financial strain. It’s nice to be a
full-time student again!”

Lapp says she’s becoming
familiar with the climate models
that will be a major part of her
research. She’ll examine the past
variability of the climate in the
South Saskatchewan River Basin
– including drought events, pre-
cipitation trends and patterns –
and use that information to

develop future scenarios.
“I hope to gain a better

understanding of what’s changing
our precipitation,” she says. “It’s
important to let people know
what is occurring with our cli-
mate, and what can occur.”

Lapp’s faculty advisor is
Dave Sauchyn, who is well
known for his
work on cli-
mate change
on the
Canadian Plains, including his
involvement with other
researchers through PARC, the
Prairie Adaptation Research
Collaborative.

The U of R’s vice-presi-
dent of External Relations,
Barb Pollock, says Lapp’s

project illustrates how
research can deliver direct
benefits to the community,
and even an entire region.
The Nexen Fellowships not
only provide a major boost to
the research component of
the Building Dreams and
Futures Campaign, but they

also attract
bright young
scholars who
want to

explore challenging, complex
subjects.

“Suzan’s research is look-
ing at climate change right in
our own backyard, which
makes Nexen’s investment in
BDF even more welcome,”
Pollock says. 

classroom, meeting room and
board space for the arts com-
munity. 

The third floor will pro-
vide office space for a creative
cluster that includes the
Saskatchewan Motion Picture
Industry Association, Sask-
atchewan Recording Industry
Association, the Saskatchewan
Filmpool Co-operative and

Sakêwêwak First Nations Artist
Collective.

A combination restaurant
and grocery store will fill the
main floor while the basement
will house band rehearsal
rooms for the burgeoning
Regina music scene and a
post-production recording
studio.

The Legion Building has
different attributes and would

be renovated to include
office space for three of the
city’s new experimental the-
atre companies, performance
and installation space and
accommodations for the
Regina Plains Museum,
which will curate the
Legion’s War Museum.

For more information
visit the ArtsAction website at
http://artsaction.uregina.ca/
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Although Canada and the
United States share one of the
largest open borders in the
world there’s still room to learn
more about the relationship
between these neighbours. Two
scholars at the U of R have
taken steps to cross the bound-
aries between the two countries. 

Bettina Schneider and
Randy Widdis are both recipi-
ents of Fulbright Fellowships,
part of the Canada-U.S.
Fulbright Program which
offers scholars an opportunity
to do research in the hopes of
promoting greater understand-
ing and intellectual exchange
between the two nations.

The University of Regina is
currently hosting Schneider, a
University of California, Davis
doctoral student who has
received funding from the pro-
gram to do a comparative study
of Aboriginal Financial
Institutions (AFIs) in Canada
and Native Financial Institutions
(NFIs) in the United States until
the summer of 2007. 

Widdis, a professor of
geography, took advantage of
the Fulbright program in the
early nineties to finish research-
ing his book about Canadian
migration in the United States
during the late nineteenth and
early 20th centuries. 

“One of my strategies was
to adopt a genealogical
approach in which I examined
the experiences of families that

Open minds, open borders

migrated from Canada to the
United States. In order to do
this I conducted research at the
Mormon Genealogical Library
in Salt Lake City, which hosts a
fantastic collection of primary
data sources,” said Widdis.

The Canada-U.S.
Fulbright Program provided
funding for him to spend six
months in Utah collecting
data, teaching, and finishing
the first draft of his book. 

One of the goals of
Schneider’s research is to examine
how AFIs and NFIs are departing
from traditional standards of
development while simultaneous-
ly working with mainstream
financial and government institu-

tions to acquire capital and tech-
nical assistance resources for
Aboriginal communities. 

Since arriving in
September, she has been con-
ducting preliminary research
on the history of traditional
lending and economic develop-
ment institutions in Canadian
Aboriginal communities. She’s
also working closely with her
mentor, business administra-
tion professor Robert
Anderson, and his fellow facul-
ty members and as well as fac-
ulty at the First Nations
University of Canada. 

“I have certainly learned a
lot from their perspectives and
suggestions.  It has led me to

Canadians need new definition
of national identity

Canada’s outgoing Consul General to New York City 
Pamela Wallin.

sis, Wallin heard from a num-
ber of Canadians who felt this
was retribution for Canada not
going to war in Iraq. They
were not staying home out of
patriotism; their companies
were afraid of SARS-related
lawsuits, she pointed out.

Missing those nuances is a
problem, she said, giving
another example.

It may have been a small
matter for Canadians, but
Americans were quite offended
when former Prime Minister
Jean Chrétien’s press secretary
referred to their president as a
moron, she said.

“We tend to think it’s okay
that you can make a passing
comment and call somebody a
‘moron’ or an ‘idiot’ because on
Parliament Hill they do it every
day. [It’s] not the way they be-
have in the United States. They
don’t care whether they love or
hate the president, whether they

are Democrat or Republican; the
man who holds the office of
president – that is untouchable.”

According to Wallin, we
shouldn’t avoid saying these

Canada’s outgoing Consul
General to New York City and
one of the University’s most
well known graduates says anti-
Americanism is damaging our
relationship with the United
States.

“Looking at my country
from the vantage point of sit-
ting in New York City, the
anti-Americanism that so
shapes us here, we are not even
conscious of the degree to
which we define ourselves
totally and completely in rela-
tionship to the United States,
and I have come at the end of
four years to be very concerned
about this,” Wallin told stu-
dents during a recent visit to
the U of R.

“Not being American is
not a good enough definition
of who we are as individuals or
what our national sovereignty
is. We have to find something
that is much more positive.”

Canadians like to think of
themselves as honest and open-
minded people, she said. But,
they often view their systems as
being superior to Americans’.

“They think our (health
care) system is socialism or
communism and we think
everyone is dying on the streets
in America,” said Wallin.
“Neither one of those things is
true and we need to figure out
how to deliver service more effi-
ciently and they need to figure
out how to make the service
they deliver more widespread.

One is not better than the
other. If you are sick, neither
one of those solutions is a par-
ticularly good one.”

Wallin noted that a lack of
understanding on both sides of
the border has also led to some
avoidable rifts. 

When American business
people stopped traveling to
Toronto during the SARS cri-

sorts of things because we are
afraid of offending Americans,
but rather because they don’t
reflect who we believe we are as
Canadians.

Fulbright Scholars Randy Widdis and Bettina Schneider

think about my research in
new and different ways,” said
Schneider.

“The exchange of knowl-
edge that has taken place so far
has expanded my knowledge
and understanding of First
Nations, Métis, and Inuit his-
tories, cultures, politics and
economic development strate-
gies. I am also learning a great
deal about Canada’s history,
contemporary politics, cultures,
and relations with the U.S.” 

Owing to professor
Anderson, Schneider has con-
nected with graduate students
and faculty at the U of R to
discuss potential project collab-
orations. She has also attended

the Council for the Advance-
ment of Native Development
Officers (CANDO) Confer-
ence in Saskatoon, where she
met leaders in the field of
Aboriginal economic develop-
ment. 

“All of these new experi-
ences, ideas and relationships
are influencing my research in
some really positive ways,” said
Schneider.

For Widdis, learning about
American culture and more
about what it means to be a
Canadian was as beneficial as
the research opportunity
afforded by the fellowship.

“The relationship with the
United States functions as a
barometer by which Cana-
dians, particularly Anglophone
Canadians, measure their
evolving identity and it is not
misguided to claim that
Canadians generally approach
the subject of Canadian-Ameri-
can relations with greater emo-
tion than do Americans.
While Canadians and Ameri-
cans have much in common,
there are some key differences
and I don’t think a lot of
Canadians are aware of this
until they spend some time in
the States. And I don’t mean
just visiting.  I mean actually
living there. Talking to and liv-
ing with Americans allows one
the opportunity to identify and
reflect upon these differences on
more than a superficial level.” 
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Clay works:
Mixing it up in visual arts

When people think of
ceramics, they often think only
of tea pots and earthenware
mugs. But it’s much more than
that. From tiny figures to impos-
ing walls of warm brick, the
pieces coming out of the
University’s kilns are products of
vivid imaginations and adventur-
ous hearts, not to mention aca-
demic and technical knowledge.

“The U of R has, since the
1960s, been internationally
recognized as a centre for inno-
vations in the field of contem-
porary Canadian ceramics,”

said associate professor Ruth
Chambers. “This ongoing lega-
cy, combined with outstanding
facilities, a highly active
provincial community, and the
fact that we are housed in a
vital and supportive depart-
ment and faculty, makes our
ceramics program one of the
strongest in the country.”

In addition to its undergrad
program, the U of R offers one
of only four graduate programs
in ceramics in Canada.

The facilities housed in the
lower level of the Riddell

Centre include four natural gas
kilns, which can reach temper-
atures of approximately 1,300
degrees Celsius, eight electric
kilns, a ceramics classroom
equipped with slab rollers, clay
extruders and potter’s wheels, a
BFA ceramics majors studio, a
graduate students’ studio, a clay
mixing room equipped with two
mixers and pug mill (a machine
that removes air pockets from
clay that has been made in the
mixers), as well as a mould-mak-
ing room and new outdoor
classroom/sculpture court. 

Students in the program
experiment with a variety of
mediums, incorporating
paper, electricity – even toilet
bowls – into their work.
Widely varying sizes and con-
tours can increase the risk of
losing a piece to fire and air
exponentially.

If a piece is not dried
properly, it can warp. If it is
heated too fast, pressure from
the water vapour inside can
cause it to crack. 

And if a neighbour is
clumsy, it can fall to the floor. 

Dee Funk, Michael Flaherty and Robin Lambert (top row, L to
R) and Marilyn Nelson, Susan Paczek, and Ashley Clark (bot-
tom row, L to R) at work in the ceramics studio in the Riddell
Centre. Lambert and Flaherty are in the master’s program,
one of only four graduate programs in ceramics in Canada.


