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Clockwise from left: Assel Taibuldinova, Kuat Karsybayev, Bauyrzhan Primkulov, Damir
Akbuzov, Noira Nigmatova, Zhuldyzay Baimyrza, and Assel Uvaliyeva are among 12 under-

grad and graduate students from Kazakhstan studying at the U of R.
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Paitoon Tontiwachwuthikul, dean of the Faculty of
Engineering and lead researcher for ITC.

Assel Uvaliyeva knew she
wanted to come to Canada to
study when an Internet search
described the country as very
stable, with a good education
system. Uvaliyeva and 11 other
undergrad and graduate stu-
dents from Kazakhstan have
come to the U of R to com-
plete degrees in business
administration, public adminis-
tration, petroleum engineering
and biology. 

The students are at the
forefront of their government’s
drive to improve Kazakhstan’s
public service and business
leadership. The former Soviet
Republic has adopted a policy
of diversifying its economy
away from reliance on the oil
sector, foreign investment and
foreign expertise. As part of
that policy, each year the
Kazakhstan government awards
3,000 International Presidential
Bolashak (“Future”) scholar-
ships to send its brightest stu-
dents to universities around the
world for further training.
There are about 80 scholarship
recipients in Canada, including
those at the U of R.

Uvaliyeva, along with Assel
Taibuldinova and Damir

Akbuzov, is in the master’s of
public administration program.
They converse in English with
little difficulty; English is con-
sidered a basic part of post-
secondary education in
Kazakhstan. Still, they appreci-
ate being housed close to each
other in Luther College. 

“It’s great to be together,”
says Akbuzov, who specialized
in international law while earn-

ing a degree in International
Relations at Kazakhstan
National University. He then
worked for a law firm and for
the local branch of an oil and
gas company before applying to
study abroad. He’s unsure what
future career path he will follow.

Uvaliyeva studied English
and French, and hopes to
earn an MBA to go along
with an MPA. Taibuldinova

also learned English and
French while specializing in
Canadian and American eco-
nomics and politics. She
worked as an intern at the
United Nations and after
completing her MPA, would
like to work in an interna-
tional organization, perhaps
the UN.

“I want an interesting job,
with business trips,” she says.

All three express strong
interest in Canadian studies, and
have settled into campus life. 

“We like the faculty
members,” says Uvaliyeva.
“They are so helpful in
class, and follow up with 
e-mails to make sure we
understand.”

Expect to see more
Kazakh students on campus
and in the community, says
Sel Murray, manager of the
International Student Success
Office. Previously, the
Kazakhstan government sent
students only to the U.S. for
further education, but has
decided to expand that to
several countries, including
Canada. Murray and Alain
Boutet in the University’s
Office for International Co-
operation are working closely
to finalize an agreement with
the Kazakhstan government
that will bring more students
to the U of R.

“We have the capacity to
accept eight to 10 MBA and
MPA students each year, but
we could also welcome more in
areas like petroleum engineer-
ing and biochemistry,”
Murray states. 

– continued on page 2

The University of Regina
has been recognized for its
world-leading research in
greenhouse gas reduction tech-
nology by the Natural Sciences
and Engineering Research
Council of Canada (NSERC).
The International Test Centre
for Carbon Dioxide Capture
(ITC) recently earned a
Synergy Award for Innovation,
one of only seven presented in
Canada this year. Greenhouse
gases are widely regarded as a
cause of accelerated climate
change around the globe.

The award recognizes out-
standing partnerships between
Canadian university researchers
and technology companies.

Paitoon Tontiwachwuthikul,
dean of the Faculty of
Engineering and lead
researcher for the ITC team,
accepted the award on behalf
of the team.

“With the range of local,
national and international part-
ners we have supporting the
ITC, and the number of
researchers we have here
focused on energy and environ-
ment-related activities, the U
of R has excellent potential to
be one of the top universities
in Canada in this area,” says
Tontiwachwuthikul. In his
acceptance speech at a ceremo-
ny in Winnipeg he referred to
the Synergy Awards as “the

Oscars of the scientific world
in Canada.”

While the basic research
into effective methods for CO2

capture and injection in oil-
fields has been completed, the
ITC continues to investigate
different practical approaches.
The ITC will also seek out new
industrial uses for CO2 gas to

add to the opportunities to
reduce the volume of green-
house gases released into the
atmosphere. 

The next step will be to
translate what the ITC has
already learned into commer-
cial, industrial-scale projects in
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November 11 –

Remembrance Day – is an

occasion when I feel

prompted, as an historian,

to reflect on the relationship

between history and myth.

Remembrance Day is, of

course, permeated with his-

torical references. The date

itself commemorates the

signing of the armistice that

ended the First World War.

The laying of wreaths at war

memorials pays tribute to

soldiers killed in specific

historical conflicts, princi-

pally the First and Second

World Wars and the Korean

War. Often, the names of

the soldiers and the dates of

the wars are inscribed on

the memorials, from atop

which bronze figures look

down, clad in the distinctive

tin hats and puttees of First

World War servicemen. 

Today’s civic commem-

orations claim to fulfil a

debt to history. They often

include the recitation of

John McCrae’s “In Flanders

Fields,” with its injunction

not to break faith with

those who died. But it is a

civic myth, not history, 

that is celebrated on

November 11. And it is a

myth that becomes increas-

ingly dehistoricized as time

goes by and more wars or

war-like episodes – peace-

keepings and counter-insur-

gencies – are assimilated to

the myth. The ceremonial

repatriation and interment

of Canada’s unknown sol-

dier in 2000 was an impor-

tant event in this process. A

soldier with no name

belongs to nobody and can
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the bodies of soldiers killed

in action be repatriated?

Logistical problems dictated

during the First World War

that they should not and the

Imperial War Graves Com-

mission was created to ensure

that the dead had suitable

resting places close to where

they were killed. In recent

operations, however, it has

been the practice to repatri-

ate the bodies of killed

Canadian soldiers. The scale

of loss in Afghanistan has

been such that this policy

has again been called into

question, on the grounds

that the sight of soldiers

making their final journey

home in maple leaf draped

coffins undermines domestic

morale. 

Should November 11 be

celebrated as a public holiday?

For a decade, from 1921 to

1931, Armistice Day and

Thanksgiving Day were cele-

brated as a single public holiday

in Canada, on November 11.

But there were those who felt

that a more genuine gesture of

respect would be to emulate

the 1919 example and simply

have two minutes silence at 

11 o’clock, when everybody

would lay down tools and city

traffic would come to a halt.

Eventually, in 1931, Thanks-

giving Day and the renamed

Remembrance Day were given

separate public holidays.

It is, of course, necessary

for communities to affirm

their identity and sense of

values through civic rituals

and to commemorate a

shared experience. But it is

equally important that they

discern the difference

between myth and history.

For me, Remembrance Day

is a reminder of the histori-

an’s double obligation to

seek the truth that lies

behind the myth and to

understand how, in the 

construction of collective

memory, the one gives way

to the other.
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the various ‘parts’ that make up the wider University of Regina community and connect us to the world. If you
have a topic suggestion for Writ Large, please e-mail communications@uregina.ca and include your contact infor-
mation. Please put “U of R Report” in the e-mail subject line.
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Canada and around the
world. Tontiwachwuthikul
indicates that such projects are
about to begin in Norway,
Australia and the U.S. 

“We’re working with the
industrial sponsors on how to
use the technology to capture
CO2 for enhanced oil recovery
(EOR) and CO2 storage appli-
cations,” he explains. “The ITC
research team also acts as tech-
nical advisors to the projects.”

Tontiwachwuthikul
notes that the University is
also searching for cost-effec-
tive processes for the pro-
duction of renewable energy
at the Greenhouse Gas
Technology Centre, includ-
ing linking the ethanol pro-
duction process with the
efficient production of
hydrogen, another likely
future energy source.

“We are also working
on major bio-fuel develop-
ment programs, led by
Raphael Idem, who is the

therefore be claimed by every-

body. He can stand for every

soldier in every war. The

assimilation of so many indi-

vidual deaths and so many

individual conflicts to a single

‘sacrifice’ on behalf of a com-

mon cause – usually identified

as ‘freedom’ – obscures far

more than it reveals. It tells us

nothing about the historical

specificity of the wars or of

the individuals who fought in

them. Furthermore, the sanc-

tification and idealization of

those individuals and the

insistence upon the redemp-

tive character of their sacrifice

elides the much more compli-

cated truths of their real his-

torical experience.

The myth itself is of

course an important subject

for historical study. Jonathan

Vance, in his book Death So

Noble:  Memory, Meaning

and the First World War, has

explained how Canada’s myth

of the First World War

emerged as the country

sought to construct a usable

past for itself from the reality

of a war which cost the lives

of 60,000 of its citizens. Our

contemporary myths, symbols

and images derive from those

that acquired currency during

the inter-war period. We are

no longer so comfortable with

the triumphalist rhetoric or

with the Christian imagery of

that earlier time, which gave

consolation by assimilating

the dead soldier to the figure

of Christ, but our discourse

still revolves around the con-

cepts of sacrifice and redemp-

tion. Some of our own

debates echo the debates of

the 1920s and 1930s. Should

President’s Open Hours

President Robert Hawkins
is available to meet with members of the

University community on:

Thurs., Nov. 9, 2006
2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

514 Administration-Humanities Building

Your patience is appreciated if lineups result.

HTC Clean Energy Research
Chair. We’re looking at the
whole energy envelope, because
nobody is going to pay more
than they have to for energy,”
he says. “Fossil fuels are going
to be with us for many years to
come, so the question
becomes, ‘How are we going to
use it in the most environmen-
tally sustainable way? How can
we help companies and coun-
tries meet their environmental
commitments?’”

Current research sponsors
of ITC Phase II are:
EnergyNet, SaskPower,
EnCana, E-On (U.K.), Saudi
Aramco, HTC Pure Energy,
RITE (Japan), AERI, Neill
and Gunter, Babcock and
Wilcox (U.S.), Natural
Resources Canada and
Saskatchewan Industry and
Resources. 

For more information
about ITC go to
http://www.co2-
research.ca/index.php?id=1

– from page 1 ITC
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have not been able to buy
books from China,” said
Dianne Nicholson, the
Library’s collections develop-
ment manager. “Chinese
books are not easily available
here in North America. So,
this allows us to expand and
obtain a focus that would not
normally be available to us.”

As part of the program the
Dr. John Archer Library will
provide regular feedback about
the donated books including
how the donation is promoted,
which texts are the most popu-
lar and any other information
that might assist the Shanghai
Library modify the scope of its
annual book donations.

Zhou Deming, Shanghai Library deputy director, and
Carol Hixson, University of Regina librarian.
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Many researchers don’t
know how important it is to
protect their intellectual prop-
erty. That’s evident from the
increasing level of plagiarism
and the use of stolen ideas, says
Ian Bailey, the new director of
the University-Industry Liaison
Office (UILO).

“Researchers may be inter-
ested in commercializing their
idea, but need help protecting
their intellectual property.
That’s where the UILO can
help,” he adds.

In a university environ-
ment, not all research needs to

be protected, Bailey explains.
However, sometimes research
that has “patentable intellectual
property” is published without
being protected beforehand.
Bailey urges anyone who has
an idea they believe has poten-
tial for commercialization to
have it reviewed by the UILO
before they take further steps.

“Our primary purpose is to
help any researchers who think
their product can be commer-
cialized,” states Bailey. “If we
believe an idea has potential,
we can help with the patent
process and assist with other

Protecting ideas first step in
commercialization process

steps toward commercializa-
tion. That can involve anything
from helping to obtain seed
money, preparing a business
plan, and finding investors, to
licensing the idea to an existing
business or creating a start-up
company. I spend a lot of time
networking in order to help
people with those steps.” 

Does commercialization
draw funding away from basic
research? Just the opposite, says
Bailey. “Many applied research
projects grow out of basic
research. We will work to
ensure that there is always a

flow of funding dollars coming
into universities to support a
wide range of research,” he adds.

Some argue that the com-
mercialization of intellectual
property allows industry to dic-
tate to researchers how and
what data is collected and, of
even greater concern, how the
results can be used. At the
University of Regina, faculty
and students own their intellec-
tual property, and they choose
what to do with it, Bailey says.
One of the UILO’s roles is to
ensure the rights of creators are
protected before the research

begins, so that any restriction
imposed by a funder that might
limit or control the research are
identified and managed. He dis-
misses the perception that com-
mercializing intellectual property
is like turning on a money
machine.

“If you do hit some home
runs, over time there will be
returns, but these are rare,” he
says. “More typically, if an idea
is successful, the revenues are
used to support students and
generate some additional fund-
ing to support more research.
For example, we are currently

working with faculty and a
local business, developing a
process that will convert agri-
cultural fibre – which is now
considered waste – into a new
product line for that business. 

“The idea came from a
student project while the
University was hosting the
Canada Summer Games, to
integrate environmental sus-
tainability into the Games
experience. The University may
ultimately receive some return
on its investment, which it will
then use to support more

research,” concludes Bailey.

Gift to Library opens window on China

L to R: Ying Liu, U of R development librarian, Zhou Deming, Shanghai Library deputy 
director, and Peng Wei, Shanghai Library director for application document supply.

will assume a friendship that will
span the huge geographic gaps
between our two cities,”
Deming said.

Since the program’s incep-
tion in 2003 Shanghai Library
has sent approximately 10,000

“Researchers may be interested in commercializing their idea, but need help 
protecting their intellectual property. That’s where the UILO can help.”

– Ian Bailey, director, University-Industry Liaison Office

books to partners, including
libraries in Italy, Singapore,
Russia, Cuba, Egypt,
Germany, Ireland and
Croatia, to name a few.

The University of Regina
became involved through the

A partnership with one of
the world’s largest libraries will
nearly double the number of
Chinese-language materials in
the Dr. John Archer Library’s
collection and provide users
with 800 books on Chinese
language, history and culture.

The U of R is receiving the
books through Shanghai
Library’s “Window of Shanghai”
program, an initiative that pro-
motes an understanding of
Chinese language and culture.

“We are very pleased to be a
part of this international effort
and to help build and strengthen
our relationship with the people
of China,” said University
Librarian Carol Hixson. 

“It is the beginning of a
new partnership with one of
the world’s largest libraries. We
are fortunate to be among
approximately 20 libraries
worldwide to have this oppor-
tunity; such international part-
nerships are becoming increas-
ingly important to the Univer-
sity of Regina.”

At a short ceremony to
present the books to the U of

Ian Bailey, director, University-Industry Liaison Office.

R, the deputy director of
Shanghai Library, Zhou
Deming, noted that the dis-
tance between the two facilities
is only in the mind’s eye.

“We are deeply convinced
that the Window of Shanghai

sharp eye of Ying Liu, the col-
lection development librarian.
Liu learned about the program
online and after making the
necessary arrangements, the
Dr. John Archer Library made
its first selection through con-
sultations with Asian Studies
faculty members. With their
input the Library was able to
choose books that would be
the most useful to students and
faculty.

All of the books in the
Shanghai donation have been
published within the last two to
three years in China and offer
readers a wide selection of
Chinese, English and bilingual
texts.

Approximately 500 books
arrived in October, with the
remaining 300 to be delivered
over the next two years. As they
are received, they will be inte-
grated into the Library’s regular
collection and easily retrieved
through a specific search for the
Shanghai donation. 

“This is a tremendous
acquisition. Normally we

– continued on page 2
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Campus close-up:  
Through the lens of Don Hall

Space, light, simplicity,
solitude. These are visual
themes that emerge through
the lens of someone who’s liter-
ally viewed the University up
close for more than three
decades. Don Hall, manager of
the photography department
on campus and nationally rec-
ognized for his own photogra-
phy, has been ‘shooting’ the
campus since his first day on
the job as a photographer in
1975. Over the years, he’s
come to know this place in a
unique way.

Hall recently collaborated
on the book Regina’s Secret
Spaces, Love and Lore of Local
Geography, published by the
Canadian Plains Research
Center. His photography in the
book illustrates a collection of
personal essays about ‘place’ in
and around the City of Regina. 

The U of R Report asked
Hall to show us some of his
favourite places on campus.

The serene park-like set-
ting south of the Classroom
Building provides a little-used
backdrop as a favourite spot for

photographs. Laboratories and
their collections are another
favourite. Hall photographed a
biology lab in the quieter sum-
mer months, with everything
orderly and in place, stark rows
of bleached animal skulls guard-
ing the shiny benches ready for
the fall influx of students. He
recently shot some of the items
in the George Ledingham
Herbarium, named for the late
former head of the biology
department who collected and
documented more than 70,000
plant samples over six decades.

The Current Journals
Reading Room on the six floor
of the Dr. John Archer Library
provides quiet solitude and a
bird’s-eye view of the Lab
Building construction. Com-
plete with refinished mid-cen-
tury furnishings, it’s perhaps
one of the most undiscovered
places on campus. In the
Library, rows of books join
stacks of journals, newspapers
flopped over wooden doweling,
and ceiling-high shelves to cre-
ate a visual architecture that
invites guests to stay.

In the link between the
Education Building and the
Riddell Centre, sunlight
pierces ceiling and walls,
warming both the cacti and
passers-by who share this
glassed-in alley. It’s another
favourite place that appeals to
the photographer’s eye.

“My photography
emanates from environments
and objects in which I feel
comfortable and familiar. The
University has provided many
wonderful places to photo-
graph as well as to just pon-
der and observe,” says Hall.
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