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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - General discussion on the changes occurring in Haida culture.  
          
         Imbert:   To start off with your, you know, your early days. 
         Where were you born?  
          
         Lavina:   I was born on a boat just, you know, ahead of the 
         slough going into (name).  And I lived in Masset till I was 
         about ten.  Then I went down to boarding school in (name).  I 
         didn't know a word of English when I first got there.  (laughs) 
          
         Imbert:   How did you find that in those days?  What kind of 
         experience was it?  
          
         Lavina:   Well, the thing that struck me was that we weren't 
         even allowed to talk to our brothers.  You weren't allowed to 
         talk to the boys.  Girls were one side and the boys on the 
         other.  And the boys had more privileges than the girls did.  



         When they first got there the first day I saw (name), who was 
         my brother.  I went over to talk to him and I got into trouble.  
         I couldn't believe it.   
          
         Imbert:   Why?  How old were you?  
          
         Lavina:   I was ten at the time.  
          
         Imbert:   Injecting this concept of male/female relationships 
         at that age!  You know, even any time nowadays it seems sort of 
         fantastic.  But I know this lady lives up the... totally the 
         same thing.  Mrs. Albert, she lives up the Chilliwack River, 
         and she was saying about the same thing, how they used to...  
         For the boys it wasn't so bad.  
          
         Lavina:   Yeah.  
          
         Imbert:   But mind you, I've heard enough too from them to know 
         what happened.  And yet as a school I believe it was relatively 
         good.  
          
         Lavina:   I just think it was.  It was a very good school and I 
         guess for its day it was, you know, it was a very...  Well, we 
         learned a lot of things though which we wouldn't have learned 
         at home, I guess.   
          
         Imbert:   Did you feel terribly lonely and...? 
          
         Lavina:   I did at first.  
          
         Imbert:   Were you forbidden to speak your language?  Or was 
         there just nobody to talk to?  
          
         Lavina:   Well, there were a few there.  I remember when I 
         first got there.  The first day I was there I saw one of the 
         girls from home and I only knew her by her Indian name, I 
         didn't know her real name, her English name rather.  And I 
         called her by her Indian name and they all start laughing.  
         That's when I felt so... and I realized, you know, things are 
         quite different there.  But you know how children are, you soon 
         adjust.   
          
         Imbert:   Because in the older days, before that, they were 
         stricter still.  
          
         Lavina:   Oh yes.  I was just thinking the other day when I 
         think back on the valley.  It's such a beautiful place.  It's 
         too bad that we were restricted, so restricted that we couldn't 
         go anywhere else to see it.  
          
          
         Imbert:   I understand that the girls had a big board fence 
         around them -- they had a small playing ground.  
          
         Lavina:   Yeah.  
          
         Imbert:   And the boys could go elsewhere, and they could go 



         participate in the farming and they go down to the river; they 
         were freer.  The girls were almost in a penitentiary in the 
         sense that they... 
          
         Lavina:   Well, when I think back on it now I realize that it 
         was that way.  But at the time, you know, it didn't seem that 
         bad.  But you didn't get much schooling.  You worked half a day 
         and went to school half a day.  So actually I didn't get much 
         schooling.  I went there when I was ten.  Like I said, I didn't 
         know any English.  They put me in grade three.  I guess I 
         managed to pass that year.  And then I was there until, I 
         missed, I was there until I was fourteen and then I didn't go 
         when I was fifteen, I stayed home.  And I went back again at 
         sixteen.  And you graduated whether you had passed your high 
         school, whether you were in high school or grade two it didn't 
         matter, you graduated.  (laughs)  When I think back at it now 
         that's funny.  It was by age -- you were sixteen.  Before that, 
         before my time it was eighteen, you graduated at eighteen.  It 
         didn't matter what grade you were in.  And when I was sixteen 
         we graduated, I guess I was in grade eight.  (laughs)  Oh dear, 
         it's funny when I think of it now, but...  
          
         Imbert:   How long were you there?  
          
         Lavina:   Well, I said I went when I was ten to fourteen, is 
         four years, and then I had actually about five years, you'd 
         say, but only half a day of school.  
          
         Imbert:   What were you doing, what...? 
          
         Lavina:   Which makes two and half years of schooling, doesn't 
         it, when you cut it right down to hours?  And that's not much 
         schooling for that number of years.  Well, we had our work to 
         do.  Some worked in the laundry, some worked in the kitchen, 
         dining room and every month they'd assign you to different 
         jobs.  You didn't have the same job every month, month after 
         month.  Even if you were inclined to like sewing better, this 
         isn't what you did.  You just did the job that you were 
         assigned to.   
          
         Imbert:   Did you find that the teachers and people were 
         sympathetic or were they a problem too, and the people that 
         looked after you now?  
          
         Lavina:   Well, I guess that's the same as any other place.  
         There were some but I didn't think were suitable to their jobs, 
         and most of them were very good.  When I think back now a lot 
         of them were very dedicated teachers, you know, and I guess 
         they had to be to live in the type of school that was, because 
         they weren't, they themselves weren't allowed to...  Well, you 
         know nowadays everybody smokes, whether you're a teacher or 
         not.  Well, this wasn't done there.  I think if anyone lit a 
         cigarette or a match in school you would have smelled it all 
         over school because it just wasn't done.  But there were, they 
         were awfully good to the students.  
          
         Imbert:   Some of them provided a warmth?  



          
         Lavina:   Yeah, oh yes, definitely so.  
          
          
         Imbert:   And you didn't feel it was too desperately cold and 
         institutional?  Of course there's nothing to compare it with 
         except at home, I suppose.  
          
         Lavina:   No.  
          
         Imbert:   Did you go home at all?  
          
         Lavina:   Oh, you went home in the summers if you could afford 
         to.  And if you couldn't afford to go home for the summer, for 
         some reason or other, your parents could take you home.  They 
         paid your fare, you know, to go home for the holidays.  They 
         send you your money and you went home.  And if you didn't, 
         weren't able to get your fare for the summer then we went to 
         White Rock or, what is the other beach there, Ocean Park.  They 
         went for two months down there, summer camps.  
          
         Imbert:   Oh I see, they sent you to camp? 
          
         Lavina:   Yeah, summer camp.  We had, there would be about 
         four, I guess would there.  Oliver, four teachers there at the 
         camp? 
          
         Oliver:   No (inaudible).  
          
         Imbert:   Yeah.  You were there too?  Well, I'll talk to you 
         about that too.  But this is not, I was just really, this is 
         sort of kind of introductory at the moment, though this is 
         relevant to the whole picture.  Now when you were down at this 
         school, can you remember looking back at the village and your 
         home life there?  And generally speaking the people there, how 
         did this all seem to you?  This thing way up on the north end 
         of the island, way out to sea there, looking back at this.  Do 
         you have any feelings about that?  
          
         Lavina:   You mean as we were leaving there?  
          
         Imbert:   Yes.  Yes, when you were at school there, how did you 
         look back at the village?  How did it seem? 
          
         Lavina:   Oh, you have some awful lonely times, you know, like 
         any other child.  Christmas time and that, too, rather be home.   
          
         Imbert:   What's your impression of the village then, up to the 
         age of ten and so on?  What kind of a place did this seem to 
         be?  
          
         Lavina:   Actually I've never really thought about it.  But I 
         do remember some things that we laugh about now, like hearing 
         the English language for the first few times, you know, we'd 
         try and copy.  And naturally we didn't know any words, we'd 
         just babble.  We'd play a wedding or something, you know how 
         kids play.  We'd have a wedding or something and the preacher 



         would get up and he'd just babble -- there was no English 
         words.  And we were laughing at the first reader.  I was 
         telling Bill about the first reader one day, on the first page, 
         I remember now, I know what it was now.  It was "I" and "saw" 
         and "Mama" and "ma".  You know, they were individual words, 
         picture words that they'd give you with these words on them.  
         We thought it was a sentence.  So here we (inaudible).  
         (laughs)  We thought it was a whole sentence and we got such a 
         kick out of it when I told Bill Coots about it lately and he 
         thought it was so funny, but this, you know...  
          
         Oliver:   I saw mama Rose's moon.  
          
         Lavina:   I saw mama and ma and there was an apple, you know, 
         apple, and soldier and moon.  They were all individual pictures, 
          
         individual words, but at the time we didn't realize it.  We 
         just strung them together.  (laughs) 
          
         Imbert:   Well, did you go to school in the village at all, or 
         did you...  
          
         Lavina:   Yes, we went to school, but not in the sense that one 
         goes to school now, I don't think.  We didn't realize the 
         importance of school, I guess.  
          
         Imbert:   What years would this be?  
          
         Lavina:   Oh goodness.  Well, I was born 1921, so I said up 
         until I was ten I was at home. 
          
         Imbert:   Yes, this is during the '20s then? 
          
         Lavina:   Yeah.  
          
         Imbert:   How was the relationship between the church and the 
         village in those days?  
          
         Lavina:   It was, we were talking about it one day and I 
         don't... I never felt the depression.  We were well provided 
         for, very well provided for.  
          
         Imbert:   What do you attribute to this?  Had this been like 
         this for numbers of years before you were born?  Was this 
         something that had been going on in the village?  Had it 
         reached its peak by the time that you were born or, you know, 
         was it beginning of the time coming in or did it continue like 
         that for some time?  You know, generally speaking, this is very 
         interesting.  But you had people like, well, the Edinshaws and 
          
          
         so on, who were very up and coming and had their boats and 
         store, you know, hotel.  And it seemed to be that kind of thing 
         happened, really coming to grips with the society at that stage 
         and participating and becoming successful.  (Inaudible) fishing 
         on, you know.  I get this impression that this lasted for quite 
         some period and I suppose this is what really you're talking 



         about.  
          
         Lavina:   Oh yes.   
          
         Imbert:   Be able to look after yourselves in terms of life in 
         those days.  Had this been for some time?  
          
         Lavina:   Well, it has always...  Like any other place we had 
         our people that weren't up to much and we had our progressive 
         type of person.  But I don't know if it's the progressive ones 
         that left the village now and are somewhere else, or whether 
         their husband had a clan.  I couldn't say, so maybe Oliver 
         could tell you better later.  But we think back on it now and 
         they had the choir, they had a choir leader that was right from 
         the village.  
          
         Imbert:   Well, what you found was, of course, was a village 
         that was much more sure of itself and this village society was 
         established.  Now tell me how much of the old culture and 
         structural, social structure still existed, you know, as you 
         remember about the '20s and possibly the '30s.  Was it still 
         there?  Was there still, like, a fabric underneath all this 
         other thing (inaudible)? 
          
         Lavina:   Oh no, there was still, there was still a lot of the 
         old culture.  Even now there is some to some extent.  It 
         influences your thinking still.  
          
          
         Imbert:   Sorry, I interrupted.  What does it do?  
          
         Lavina:   It still influences my thinking.  I don't know, I 
         speak strictly for myself, but I think it still has quite an 
         influence on, well, anyone up, you know, to my age, around my 
         age.  Their thinking is what I'm speaking of.  I don't know 
         whether it will influence your living, but I know it does your 
         thinking, your feeling.  And...  
          
         Imbert:   Is that what you would... just to talk about this 
         change in your day and today.  What has brought this on?  Is it 
         economic?  Is it that there are different kinds of jobs or is 
         it that the old is being lost so much that there's no longer 
         these things that hold together the people?  I understand that 
         Masset still suffers from a certain amount of divisions in 
         terms of the old villages and their chiefs that came in and 
         made up this village.  Well, there's a village there before, I 
         understand.  
          
         Lavina:   Yeah.  
          
         Imbert:   But in fact there are two village quite close by and  
         then they had Yan over there.  They all came in, brought along 
         their own chiefs and their own, and didn't sort of meld 
         together too well.  And it's kept a kind of a rivalry, a lack 
         of overall identity.  And I got the impression of what Bob 
         Davidson was trying to do was to try to say, "Here's something 
         for the village as a whole.  Here's something that will cut 



         across these things."  And I haven't really gone into this, I 
         don't know how strong this is or who, you know, this lack of 
         division in Masset as opposed to Skidegate, which also, of 
         course, had its different chiefs coming from all over.  But 
         maybe more of a... It's a smaller place, maybe more unified 
         because of that; Masset was always bigger.  I don't know.  Now 
         is there any truth in this at all, or is it, or anything 
         related to this?  
          
         Lavina:   I don't think it's any more, I don't think it's any 
         different than any other small community.  There's always... 
         Whether it's Indian or white, any small community has that, I 
         think.  I don't think it's any more pronounced in Masset than 
         it is anywhere else.  
          
         Imbert:   In a white community, if it's opening up in an area, 
         there's always this kind of economic profit sort of motive 
         which ties them together.  You know, I mean a Chamber of 
         Commerce and, well, they'll try and get one going in a little 
         community, you know, and they'll try and organize them.  
         There's usually a businessman, or two or three that are, you 
         know, their businesses are developing and they're taking over, 
         and they're going to make sure this is a progressive kind of 
         place.  But with all the traditions back of, the seasonal 
         traditions and so on, in the Indian communities, you don't as a 
         rule get this.  There are exceptions to this.  Because they've 
         always been there, it's not something new, it's not something, 
         you know...  The past is always there.  And so that there's, 
         it's a material thing that unifies the white community.  Shared 
         necessity, profit motive, jobs, but I get the impression in the 
         Indian community, some of them anyway, this is less important 
         and it may be a good thing.  On the other hand it does lead to, 

g 

of 

vina:   What do you think Oliver?  Oh, maybe I should...  

vina:   Oh yes, I go back every so often.  I always swear I 
 

t 

         possibly in terms of getting on in modern life, to a lack of 
         interest in shared profit.  I don't know whether I'm explainin
         anything that is a difference between...  As you say, it's like 
         other communities.  Yes, it is in a sense, but the past way of 
         life and the pattern is still there sufficiently to bring in 
         other values, which were, in their origin, better values, of 
         course, but which today are...  Oh, they're still better 
         values.  (laughs)  But they just didn't... they're not so 
         successful.  I don't know, I'm deliberately trying to sort 
         see it as a, you know... what response you might have to get 
         this idea of (inaudible).   
          
         La
          

bert:   Let's finish this one off and then we can change          Im
         over.  Well, let's talk about something now.  Have you been 
         back to the village much today?  
          
         La
         won't go back there again, because I like living in Vancouver. 
         That's the only reason, I love it there and I'll go back.  And 
         that's about the only place that I really can speak my own 
         language, which I love.  And I just came back from there las
         September.  I've been up there for two years but every now and 
         then I seem to drift back for a couple of years and then I come 



         back to the big city, I guess.  (laughs)  But I really like it 
         up there, I like being...  And every time I go up there I try 
         and see the old folks and ask them about the old days, and the 
         old stories.  
          
         Imbert:   Is it the old folks that you particularly go back to 

vina:   Oh yes, I'm drawn to them.  

vina:   Well, maybe I feel a desperate need to talk to the 

bert:   Do you find it a little difficult to relate to the 

vina:   No, I don't think so.  They're... I wish that more -- 

 

bert:   See I found this (inaudible).  

vina:   To see them put a museum on the islands, because all 

bert:   There could be something, I suppose.  

vina:   There aren't very much.  I know the school down at 

 

bert:   Like they did at Hazelton. 

 Robert Davidson had to 

bert:   Do you remember any totem poles in Masset?  

t was, 

w going towards New Masset.  And that's the only place that I 

         visit?  
          
         La
          
         Imbert:   Or is it the young people too, or anybody?  
          
         La
         old folks because there aren't very many of them left.  So when 
         I am there for a while these are the people that I tend to see 
         more of.  Or I should say go out of my way, you know, to see 
         them.  Naturally you run into the young people all the time, 
         but I find myself drawn to the old folks because of the old 
         stories.  
          
          
         Im
         young folks up there?  
          
         La
         not only Haidas -- but I wish that more Indian children could 
         have seen the arts of the Raven Show that we had down here.  I 
         think if all the Indian tribes could have seen that show they 
         would have a right to be proud.  That show was just fantastic. 
          
         Im
          
         La
         the work's gone.  I don't think there's hardly anything left 
         there now of the art. 
          
         Im
          
         La
         the village, they said they were going to close it up.  And 
         they've done a lot of renovations there, spent a lot of money
         on it.  And I didn't see why they couldn't keep it for a 
         museum, try and keep some of the art there.  
          
         Im
          

vina:   Because, like you say, like         La
         come down here to find any...  There's no art left there at 
         all; very, very little.  
          
         Im
          

vina:   I remember one, and the front of a house tha         La
         oh, about half way up.  That would be the end of the village 
          
          
         no



         can remember any.  
          
         Imbert:   Do you remember any old community house?  

bert:   And it eventually fell down. 

vina:   Yeah.  

vina:   Well, I guess it originally was.  What I can remember 

 

bert:   What do you think should happen in the village today?  

vina:   I'd like to see more work in those areas.  

mbert:   What kind of work?  

 be all right because we do need 
 how people are when you're in a 

bert:   New Masset will be improved.  The streets would be 
died up, and the...  

ope it stretches as far as the village 
cause, like I said, they're down and even if the road's 

a 

 

...  

iver:   You know, I was wondering if...  Well actually, this 
 a subject that has bothered me tremendously here for quite 

          
         Lavina:   There were just the front of an old community house.  
          
         Im
          
         La
          
         Imbert:   It was painted, I suppose, was it?  
          
         La
         of it is very little.  There was very little left of it, and it 
         was...  You know how board gets gray and there wasn't much left 
         of it.  I can barely remember it and I think that was about the 
         last one there.  Which is sad because the old pictures I've 
         seen of the village as it was in the old days, there was just
         one pole next to the other all along the waterfront.  
          
         Im
         Looking at the future what would you like to see?  
          
         La
          
         I
          
         Lavina:   But socially it might

w people in there.  You know         ne
         small isolated area like that.   
          
          
         Im
         ti
          
         Lavina:   Well, I sure h
         be
         repaired that would be an improvement.  And we never got our 
         water until just lately, water and lights.  And that makes 
         big difference in...  Well, you know yourself, if you had to 
         pack water and everything else, it doesn't leave you much time
         for anything else, does it?  
          

hat the Old Masset is very much          Imbert:   I can see you feel t
         on
          

  Oh yes, very much so.  Because I know that if...          Lavina: 
          
          

ND OF SIDE A)          (E
          
         (SIDE B) 
          
          
         Ol
         is
         some time.  How, when I was young, that we had so much order, 



         such positive things happening.  In the village we had a, what,
  

 

 

t 
 drinking and the dances aren't quite as orderly.  So this is 
rt of the transition I was talking about earlier.  I'm not 

, 

of 

pond to leadership?  Or if there's the right kind of 
adership there do you think they would respond to it?  Or do 

's 
d 

re were no such thing 
 vandalism.  You left the house and you didn't even lock the 

ave 

  I live with it.  They have... in 
ir club.  In fact, some of 

em have had to be sent away.  It's quite pitiful but it's 
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       forty-eight, forty-nine piece voices in the choir, and a band 
         that was quite active, a concert band, dance bands and athletic
         clubs -- everything was functioning just so, so, so.  And when 
         the Athletic Club gave a dance they came to Lavina and asked 
         her, "Is this going to be formal?"  So there was leadership 
         among the younger girls themselves.  Many of our dances were 
          
          
         formal and orderly.  And now when I go back, here there's a bi
         of
         pa
         belittling all those that remained.  Mind you, there's been a 
         terrific amount of people from home that had left the villages 
         because, at that time, there were no work there, no employment
         so they had to go out and seek employment.  Coming back to the 
         subject, there seemed to have been a vacuum of leadership.  We, 
         of the old order, had very strong leadership as Lavina 
         previously mentioned.  And then now nobody seems to take the 
         time to, to give, do things that are happening in the village.  
         Everybody, they've more or less embraced the modern way 
         life, "Me, me, me," and as long as I'm doing the bit for me 
         nobody else matters.  See, we've lost so much in the transition 
         and... 
          
         Imbert:   Do you think that it's the young people no longer 
         will res
         le
         the leadership have to come from the young people?  I mean it
         obviously there that the problems arise.  People growing up an
         the teenagers and so on.  Like this is your core of your 
         future, so to speak.  This where something new has to happen if 
         it is happening.  Or would it just...? 
          
         Oliver:   Still on the subject of transition, many of our 
         youngsters are sent away to school.  The
         as
         door.  You left it and nobody did any wrong.  Now if you le
         the house the windows are broken and a door might be jimmied.  
         It seems that one of the villages that I'm very, very well 
         acquainted with, the trouble stems from the young people coming 
         back from attending schools in the cities.  You know there is 
         quite a parallel to this.  
          
         Imbert:   Do you think that's true? 
          

iver:   I know it's true.         Ol
         one village, they have a name for the
         th
         something that's brought back to the villages.  They seem to be
         restless.  It's part of something that is...  Well, I'll put it 
         another way, (Indian) out and (Indian) for a while.  Young 
         chaps from Alberta, B.C.  There never seemed to be enough time 
         for me but these young chaps were bored.  Nothing to do.  My 
         God, I took a look at them and felt sorry for them, because 
         there was a hobby club to join.  This is virgin country -- 
         there were places to go, to see.  In fact, I organized a coupl



         of flights, a "Get Acquainted with Queen Charlotte Club."  It 

iver:   Yes.   

bert:   An attempt to prove the white man as, as, as...  

bert:   What are you going to do?  One solution seemed to be 
hteen, they 

 
is outside world is like.  

bert:   No.  

iver:   Just reaching puberty.  All of a sudden you cut them 
mily.  

  

bert:   What, to church schools?  

iver:   No.  No, the Department has a program where they are 
of them maybe in 
 whole story.  Because you 

 
ere.  

iver:   Oh yes, it will.  Hey, this is quite good.  Last time 
ina's mother, you know, I 

         was no club, it was just a name, so we'd charter flights to go 
         around.  I mean, there was always something to do and yet young 
         people at that age are bored.  Now when I was young we didn't 
         have all these athletic equipment, halls and everything else 
         and yet we were never bored.  We always had something, 
         somewhere to go.  And now again I see the young children at 
         home being bored.  Nothing to do.  It's still the same place, 
         still the same things to do.  So it's association.  
          
         Imbert:   This applies to the whole of (inaudible)?  
          
         Ol
          
         Im
          
         Oliver:   That's why I mentioned (Indian).   
          
         Im
         that when they got to about age sixteen to eig
          
          
         really should go away, because they seen on television what
         th
          
         Oliver:   That age yes, but not fourteen.  
          
         Im
          
         Ol
         off from your fa
          
         Imbert:   Are a lot of them sent out at that age?  
          

iver:   They all are.         Ol
          
         Im
          
         Ol
         sent to various private homes.  Some 

naudible), I really don't know the         (i
         must remember I officially left the village in '49 and I've 
         gone back quite frequently because I've children and 
         grandchildren.  So when is it, grade seven, six or seven is all 
         that is taught in the village.  And any higher than that they
         have to leave.  Rupert, most of them on the mainland h
          
         Imbert:   Well, I thought they go to New Masset. 
          

iver:   It is only recently that they're building the          Ol
         school...   
          
         Imbert:   Will that change things?  
           
         Ol
         I went to visit my mother-in-law, Lav
          



         saw my grandaughter down there and she's a little blond girl.  
         "Hi, Grandpa."  And see a few little other blonds running 
         around, and I wonder what gives, you know.  This is my 

in 
ll the 

 

 

f it now.   

bert:   I think the young people today...  This is where I do 
 a sense.  I 

ok at my own kids and their attitute towards these things, 

  
r 

 

room here the appearance is 
anging.  It's being absorbed into the mainstream so now 

s 

inking out loud too, at the same time asking you.  You see, 
 

r 

audible) there. 

bert:   Yeah, about the same...  

         mother-in-law's house, right close to the school.  And here 
         little white kids from New Masset are going to school down 
         the village and grade one, grade two and up are going, a
         village are going to school in New Masset.  So the kids are 
         having a ball.  If they'd only know what the controversy that 
         the parents have felt!  The part I had a big charge out of, 
         too, was some of the ones that were more or less anti-Indian,
         their children had to go to school down in the village and the 
         kids are just loving it.  Now why can't that continue through
         life?   
          
         Imbert:   Well, I think it will.  
          
         Oliver:   There's more awareness o
          
         Im
         think there is an enormous salvation coming, in
         lo
         and I, for instance... What young people are achieving and can 
         achieve, you know.  They can wipe out all this kind of thing.
         So I keep on coming back to young people because, you know, ou
         generation and so on is, you know, we can't change to the 
         extent that it's going to change for us.  In getting back to an 
         older culture or doing something, or guarding your sense of 
         identity.  The only thing is this, do you think that twenty
         years from now, or forty years from now, there will be a Haida 
         race?  That's another thing. 
          
         Oliver:   I'm afraid that there will not be, as it is known 
         today.  Because even the next 
         ch
         there's...  
          
         Imbert:   Is this a solution?  Is it either good or bad?  I
         it...?  
          
         Oliver:   When you ask a question, "Is it good or bad?" what 

asing your question on, your yard stick?  See, I'm          are you b
         th
         we have such a vast difference in conception of values, in way
         of life, whereas your God is -- I'm saying it crudely -- 
         economic, mine is love for your fellow man, and yet I'm a 
         heathen.  I mean that's the Christian way of saying we're 
         barbarians, we're heathens and yet we love our fellow man, you 
         know...  
          
         Imbert:   Well, those British people way back, if you go fa
         enough...  (laughs)  They looked a little (inaudible) civilized 
         by the (in
          
         Oliver:   Now what were we talking about?  I got carried away 
         with...  
          
         Im



          
         Oliver:   Yeah, the Haida.  Now I can see the handwriting on 

e wall.  As a race we will be absorbed eventually.  And there 
dchild there -- blond, 

l 

ere 
and so...  No, I'm telling you this 

cause so many portrayals, so many pictures are taken of 

ow, pretend to be eating that whale right on the beach.  And 

 
nt 

r 
 

e pictures.  

iver:   No, actually we don't mind taking pictures that are 

t of it too.   

's, you know, is portrayed 

.  My impression to...  What about employment on 

f employment.  Of course 
ave that whole section of 

live at 

 

         th
         will be little children like my gran
         blue-eyed and saying, "Oh, we were Haidas."  And maybe there 
         will be museum pieces and...  My ancestors, you see, there wil
         always be a pride in their race, but as a race itself it has to 
         be absorbed.  There's no other way, because we cannot be an 
         island unto ourselves and...  (phone rings)  There was...  
          
         Imbert:   Where was this?  
          
         Oliver:   Yan, right across the village of Masset there.  Th
         was a whale drifted ashore 
          
         be
         things -- Indian -- that they always picked the worst.  So this 
         photographer hired Haidas for fifty cents a day to act, you 
         kn
         so on the next production they're a big sensation, you know, 
         pictures of Haidas eating a whale right on the beach, raw.  
         Well, that never ever happened!  So now when I see a C.B.C. 
         production, or as happened years ago, of a big splash about the 
         Haidas in the Toronto Star Weekly showing shacks that were 
         actually in New Masset, in the white settlement that these 
         pictures were taken, and is reportedly in the Haida village.  
         Now that really seemed too much of it, so it does become a 
         craw, really.  That's why we like to have it told as it is. 
         Not as for sensationalism so that it would portray a differe
         picture, just as it is.   
          
         Imbert:   I agree with you.  This is where I'm -- my particula
         interest is -- in getting the Haida people to tell it as it is. 
          

iver:   Yeah.  Sure, tak         Ol
          
         Imbert:   And then you can't say, you know, because I'm not 

terpreting that.           in
          
         Ol
         the worst of us, but we want also, by the same token, a 
         comparison -- the bes
          
         Imbert:   Oh exactly.  It's the same as every society 
         (inaudible).  
          

iver:   But always an Indian there         Ol
         too crudely, so offensively to us.  
          

bert:   Yeah         Im
         the Charlottes? I get the impression that there's now, 
         comparatively speaking, quite a lot o

e Skidegates are lucky that they h         th
         logging to look after.  They live close to it and therefore 
         they, as a bunch, can go in.  The Masset people have to 
         the camp because that's where they're, you know, because they 
         live so far away.  But the general impression is that there's a



         lot of work on the islands, and that fishing can be profitable, 

 

bert:   No, go back to your own day and compare it with...  

Before the War or just after the War.  

 to go 
cause his wife may be expecting a baby, or he's made enough 

e 
s.  
e 

 us. 

ar.  And so he didn't...  After three years he didn't tell me 

 

 
m.  

   Oh, he owed money on it.  

t the money?  Was it a bad fishing 
ason?  

iver:   He never ever inquired.  He never ever worried about 

         although it isn't always, by any means.  Things are moving 
         there, so on, and so on, and so on.  And what would you have 
         to say about that?  
          
         Oliver:   Well, how far do I go back?  You mean just for the
         present or...  
          
         Im
         Or go back twenty years and compare it with today, anything 
         that you like.  
          
         Oliver:   My day we'd steam down to Vancouver Island for the 
         fall fishing, maybe about seven or eight boats in the fleet, 
         depending on who wanted to stay home.  He might not want
         be
         and he doesn't want to.  We stopped at Bella Bella and my 
         father-in-law, Henry White, greeted somebody on the dock, 
         invited him down to the boat and had a cup of coffee; he 
         invited him home for dinner.  I remember his remark while he 
         was standing on the dock.  He says, "In the old days my 
         grandfather would see a fleet of Haida canoes going by."  H
         says, "Now it is big seine boats."  Haida always had big boat
         Do you know, when I think back today, you see there is where w
         had no one to help.  Now the preacher is supposed to help
          
         I'll get right down to today.  Willis White -- he's my brother- 
         in-law, Lavina's brother -- he had a boat fully paid for, had 
         gear.  In fact I think one time he had five different types of 
         ge
         what his balance was after each fishing season -- that was his 
         business -- but by golly, he told me that he owed money on his 
         net.  This is a boat that he already...  "Well, where are your 
         statements?"  "Oh I didn't get one last year."  "How much..."  
         So he didn't know.  Now today this fishing outfit has a fleet 
         of boats that Masset had built for them, all because they 
         didn't know the laws, the legalities, the bookeeping things.  
         An Indian's so darn trusting that he thinks everybody is like 
         him, you know.  So, "Why should he do me wrong?  I have never 
         ever done him dirt.  I think he's a friend of mine."  So he
         does not worry.  Eventually he lost the boat because he owned 
         money, and here in one season he had made enough money to pay 
         for that net.  This is the strange part of it.  
          
         Imbert:   You mean it's changed, that it's now... 
          

ken away from         Oliver:   Now he hasn't got that boat.  It was ta
         hi
          

bert:   Why is this?           Im
          
         Oliver:
          
         Imbert:   How come he los
         se
          
         Ol



         books.  Bookeeping is beyond him, he hasn't a clue.  Like I 
         say, an Indian is trusting.  

er 
atch over?  What was happening to 

event it?  Because this is the kind of thing that the Indian 

 
sical requirements.  (laughs)  I 

n't know.  I really don't know.  Because there's no one 

 in 

nd 
ays 

fferent.  How would you say it?  

ed 
 the 

 

gnatures.  This was the reason they lost their boats and this 

upert.  And I took different 
ople's word instead of getting signatures.  Mind you, that 

s a large part of it.  And 
's the same way with the fleet from Masset.  At the end of 

tements.  And when they didn't get it it was so, 
 was such a long time after fishing that they couldn't check 

 that they'd purchased during fishing 
ason.  And you know, just that they trusted the company so 

          
         Imbert:   Is there no Indian organization amongst themselves 
         that could take care of this sort of thing happening.  In oth
         words, somebody could keep a w
         pr
         Affairs should be doing, this kind of thing in a sense, but I 
         imagine don't.  You know what I mean, I don't really know too 
         much about that sort of...  
          
         Oliver:   Well, we have the church to look after our souls, to 
         change us from pagans who loved his fellow man.  We have Indian
         Affairs to look after our phy
         do
         actually to...  See, there's no funds for it.  Indian Affairs, 
         I think, is too busy making out reports, meeting with the 
         statistics.  Always reminds me of a chap that...  In fact he 
         was a statistician that walked across the river and drowned
         the river that was... had the average depth of two feet of 
         water.  
          
         Imbert:   Could you repeat what you were saying in regard to 
         trusting and so on?  Just go back as far as you can go.   
          
         Oliver:   Why, they lost their boats, because that's...  
          
         Imbert:   No, what you were saying to me about the Indian a

siness and the white man's business.  How in the early d         bu
         before the white man came, you know, the whole actual was 
         di
          
         Lavina:   Well, we come from a culture that if a man gave his 
         word about something, you know, that was it.  You didn't ne

  So when we came into         his signature or anything like that.
          
         business world we took a man's word.  We didn't have to have 
         his signature.  And even now, like in my generation, I can look
         back on my brothers and that because they didn't get 
         si
         was the reason I lost my store.   
          
         Imbert:   Where was your store?  
          
         Lavina:   I had a store in Prince R
         pe
         wasn't the whole thing but that wa
         it
         fishing season they didn't check back on their, what do you 
         call this?  
          
         Imbert:   Statements.  
          
         Lavina:   Sta
         it
         back on different things
         se



         much that they'd take their word for the statement, never 
         really checked back on it.  
          
         Imbert:   When did this happen?  
          
         Lavina:   Well, this would be in the largely in the '40s, I 

ink.   

bert:   And did they lose many boats?  

Oh yes.  There was a large fleet in Masset one time, 
autiful boats.  And this is the reason why I was saying they 

t 

...  

rnaby N that they had bought.  They weren't, they had built 
asset had.   

f White -- 
 at one time had an average of one fish in every case that 

ard.  And with a production 

similate a man in a new type of world.  Whereas he shook his 
nd, gave his word and it is so, it never changed.  So he 

fully.  

         th
          
         Im
          
         Lavina:   
         be
          
         should have shipyards there, because even if they didn't use 
         the boats themselves, if it was for sale, even if it... I don't 
         care what type of boat it is, they'd be able to build them.  I 
         find one thing about our people that is remarkable is that 
         anything they're shown, whether it's plumbing or building or 
         painting, once they see it done they can do it.  But to send 
         them writing and say follow the directions, well that's a 
         different thing.  
          
         Imbert:   Was this true of the fleet at Skidegate and at Ruper
         too...     
          
         Oliver:   About seventy percent of the fleet that Nelson 
         Brothers have at Port Edward are formerly owned by the Haidas.  
         And you know
          
         Imbert:   Is this true of Skidegate and...? 
          

e didn't go into...  They had one, the          Oliver:   Skidegat
         Bu
         smaller boats but not the bigger fleet that M
          
         Imbert:   And this was about the year... 
          
         Oliver:   Oh, this was in the mid '40s, late '50s.  
          
         Imbert:   It was after the War?  
          
         Oliver:   Yes.  Because, for instance, one man -- Jef
         he
         the company had canned at Port Edw
          
          

s          such as that he still lost the boat in latter years.  So he wa
         not involved in...  See, there again, you're trying to 
         as
         ha
         wasn't used to contract, never even had contracts.  And then 
         when statements were made out he did not understand too 
         He should have had accountants looking after his interest, but 
         he didn't think of that.  He's too trusting a person because 
         that is his way of life.  He does not question a person's 
         honesty.  So... 
          



         Imbert:   I was going to say, so this could account for the 
         economic decline to some extent, because so much was built up 

d then I suppose people would have to do 
ternative...  

 and 
at was his life, that was his 

andfather's life.  So in this new world, naturally, they  
 

but 

bert:   Did this create a lot of bitterness? 

iver:   Yes, I think more disgust and failure of one human 
ing to another.  It was, it hurt him quite deeply because his 

iver:   Yes.  In fact, that was the beginning of the decline.  
 

e you see a resurgence of interest now.  Mind you, 
 still are in this transition period and now, you see, 

th this.  And...  

ow, and it's sort of like, it's almost like coming into a 

 
e.  
e, 

t they were living on the ground floor with private rooms.  

         on the fishing an
gging as an al         lo

          
         Oliver:   Well, you see, an Indian, being close to nature, it 
         was a natural thing for him, because he understood the fish
         game.  He knew the waters -- th
         gr
         were boat builders so they carried on.  So he was able to build
         a boat.  And then he was able to fish because that again was 
         his forte.  But he didn't know the intricacies of figures, 
         accounting of, you get paid so much for this.  Okay, he knew 
         round figures -- how much he was getting for his fish -- but he 
         wasn't, he's not the arguing type.  Mind you, there's the 
         transition we were talking about earlier is coming to pass, 
         at that time he did not want to create any controversy because 
         it's abhorrent to his nature.  
          
         Imbert:   Does this create a lot of bitterness? 
          
         Oliver:   Pardon?  
          
          
         Im
          
         Ol
         be
         livelihood is being taken away.  
          
         Imbert:   So this was quite a prominent incident in the story 
         of Masset?  
          
         Ol
         That was the straw that broke the camel's back.  So now that is
         another decad
         we
         concepts of values change whether you're educated in the Haida 
         way, or sort of little bit of both.  Now it's predominantly a 
         western type of civilization that is adopted, accepted, and 

in          lived by.  So there again you see a change for the better 
         this money-oriented world we're living in.   
          

          Imbert:   To change the subject...  That there's always a big
         large room.  They go right into this big large room and it 
         seems that the house was designed specially wi
          
         Oliver:   No.  Well that's...  
          
         Imbert:   ... bare but it has lots of places to sit down, you 
         kn
         community, you know.  
          
         Imbert:   Well, that's a carry over from the old longhouse days
         whereby you had a great huge room -- the family lived in ther

ee of your married family living ther         There may be two or thr
         bu



          
         Whereas it was step down from, you know, terraced lower and 
         lower until you get down to the bottom where you had your fire.  

aces.  If 
u were head of the family you had a huge living room because 

te, your relations, and 

 

  

iver:   Yeah.  Well, you have to remember that when a banquet 

n more than that.  In fact in the older 
ys there used to be larger, just like a community hall 

ah.  

ace like Victor Adams house -- it's one of the other houses 
ot something to completely western and... 

f 

iver:   Well, they're not being to it is true now.  You see, 
 

ciation, but there is a change going on.  And it 
 more now the family life is getting a little smaller.  It's 
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         So there was always...  And then a latter life...  
          
         Imbert:   It gives me a handle...  
          
         Oliver:   Latterly there was these huge gathering pl
         yo
         you had a huge family.  Your immedia
         naturally family life is very, very strong in amongst our 
         people.  And you had freedom to go, you never had locked doors,
         you are made welcome at any time.  So that's why, even now... 
         Well, not so much now, it's starting to change a little bit. 
          
         Imbert:   I thinking about Chief Adams.  The Matthews house is 
         a big building there. 
          
         Ol
         is given there may be sixty people sitting at the table in one 
         room, in some cases eve
         da
         actually.  
          
         Imbert:   But it could be held in somebody's private house?  
          
         Oliver:   Ye
          
         Imbert:   So he has to have a big room.  Whereas you go to a 
         pl
         I've been -- you g
          
         Oliver:   Well, yeah, he's contemporary.  (laughs)  He's one o
         the later changes.   
          
          
         Imbert:   Any comment on, you know, the style of living in 
         Masset now?  
          
         Ol
         there has been...  You cannot call it a break up, you cannot
         call a disasso
         is
         more of a...   
          
          
         (END OF SIDE B) 
         (END OF TAPE)   
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