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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - The person being interviewed is a painter.  The entire 
         dialogue is a discussion of his painting, and there is no 
         material to index.          
         Imbert:   Now, what age were you when you first went to school?  
          
         Jimmy:    I couldn't remember.   
          
         Imbert:   It was just something that happened.  
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah I just... I guess they used to bring me when I 
         just started walking and I used to come to school all the time.  
          
         Imbert:   He spoke about the fact then that kids then went to 
         school way before they were six.  
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah, way before you were six.  Well, just when I 
         started walking I used to come, you know.  I just lived over 
         here.  
          



         Imbert:   Why was that?  Why did you come so young?  
          
         Jimmy:    Well, I was just, you know, more or less just out of 
         the way, you know, just...  
          
         Imbert:   And he would take you...  
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah.  I'd just play in there, something, I guess.  I 
         just don't know.  They said I used to go chewing their pencils 
         and, you know, bite it and then they crackle.  I guess I got a 
         kick out of that.  I'm there all the time, you know.  
          
         Imbert:   I guess there's several other kids like that, little 
         kids.  
          
         Jimmy:    No, I guess it was just me that came, just before I 
         could remember I used to come.  See, our first school was over 
          
          
         at the house, you know, upstairs.  My grandfather gave them a 
         little place.  I don't know how many years they taught there 
         before they built this one.  See, my grandfather built this 
         school.   
          
         Imbert:   Well, you were going to school...  Was this school 
         built for them when you went to school, you know, when you was 
         a young, or was it at your grandfather's house that...? 
          
         Jimmy:    I went to school there at my grandfather's.  Well, I 
         just went over, you know, I was too small then but I didn't 
         remember.  
          
         Imbert:   What was your grandfather's name?  
          
         Jimmy:    Oh, Baptiste George.  
          
         Imbert:   He was a grand old man, was he?  
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah.  
          
         Imbert:   Can you tell me about him what he was like and how 
         you remember him?  
          
         Jimmy:    Oh, he was nice.  Well, he was the one that send me 
         to Santa Fe.  He paid all the schooling I had down there.  
          
         Imbert:   And he was the one that was responsible, wasn't he, 
         for the school starting?  
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah.   
          
         Imbert:   Well then, when you went to school was Tony Walsh 
         teaching then, or had, or was this with another teacher when 
         you first went to school?  
          
         Jimmy:    It was another teacher before him when I first went 
         to school.  



          
         Imbert:   Tell me do you remember him... his first coming to 
         the school?  
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah, I remember Mr. Walsh when he first came over.  
          
         Imbert:   How old would you be about then?  
          
         Jimmy:    God, I don't remember.  
          
         Imbert:   What grade you were in?  
          
         Jimmy:    I don't remember.  
          
         Imbert:   Tell me what your impressions were, you know, when you 
         first saw him.  What did you really feel about this new teacher?  
          
         Jimmy:    Well, soon as I seen him I liked him, you know.  I 
         don't know, I just liked him, soon as I first met him.  It was 
         down by the lake where we was swimming there.  Just coming back 
         when they got down there.   
          
         Imbert:   And what's...  Do you remember something about the 
         lessons and the way he taught in those days?  Was he different 
         from other teachers that you had had in this respect?  
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah, he was different, you know.  Well, he was 
         just...  Well, he taught us just about everything.  He was 
         about the best teacher we had here.  
          
          
         Imbert:   How did he teach you?  Did he have any special ways 
         in which he...?  Can you remember anything, how it was that he 
         ran his lessons?  
          
         Jimmy:    No, I don't remember.  But he was good.  
          
         Imbert:   Tell me how it was that...  Was it quite soon on that 
         you got going in art work?  How did this start?  For instance 
         now can you tell me your first efforts in this direction and 
         was he responsible or had you done this naturally on your own?  
          
         Jimmy:    Oh, I used to draw pictures on the walls, you know, 
         at home.  And they used to give me the dickens but I kept on 
         drawing on the walls.  (laughs)   
          
         Imbert:   What made you do these pictures on the wall?  Had you 
         seen some kind of drawings anywhere?  
          
         Jimmy:    No, I never seen any drawings.  I just started 
         drawing pictures.  
          
         Imbert:   What were they pictures of on the wall?  
          
         Jimmy:    Oh animals, you know, wild animals, and the horses, 
         and birds, and...  
          



         Imbert:   The rock paintings that are around here, they didn't 
         have, they weren't particularly in mind when you...  
          
         Jimmy:    No, I never seen them till way after I quit school.  
          
         Imbert:   Well then, tell me, how did this -- your artwork and 
         drawing -- start in school?  I mean, how did it come about that 
          
          
         you did it as school work, and how did it, you know, get going?  
         Can you remember?  
          
         Jimmy:    No, I don't remember, because...  Well, see we used 
         to draw about half an hour, you know, when we were in school.  
         And then he seen some of my drawings so he started getting me 
         some paints, you know, and we started painting.   
          
         Imbert:   What sort of things would you be drawing and painting 
         in those days?  
          
         Jimmy:    Well, horses and wild animals, and birds, and all 
         that sort, landscaping.  
          
         Imbert:   Can you remember any sort of incidents in this 
         drawing, you know, in school, and anything that Tony said to 
         you, or anything that was, you know, that was...  Any 
         encouragement he gave you in any special way.  
          
         Jimmy:    No.  
          
         Imbert:   How did it...?  You were doing this for a number of 
         years then, was it?  
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah.   
          
         Imbert:   How old were you when you left school?  Or how many 
         years were you at the school?  What year was it that you... 
          
         Jimmy:    Well, I quit in '39.   
          
         Imbert:   How old would you be then?  
          
          
         Jimmy:    I was born in '21, what would that be?  Twenty?  
          
         Imbert:   '39 -- you'd be eighteen.  
          
         Jimmy:    Eighteen or so because I was born in the fall.  
          
         Imbert:   Did you go right on till you were eighteen in the 

I quit at Santa Fe, New Mexico.  That's when I 

   Oh there, yes.  Yes, that's...  
          

         school here?  
          

mmy:    No,          Ji
         quit.  
          

bert:         Im



         Jimmy:    Well, that's just about the time 
  

the War started and 
ar broke out, just about broke out then and I just, well...  I 
it then. 

was done sort of by the kids as a whole, wasn't it, 
 sort of a group?  Can you remember any of the things that 

e 
it was done.  Wasn't it you that did it?  

bert:   What were the circumstances of that?  How did that 

 pictures on there, you know.  Paint it on there, 
ld me what to paint and to draw.   

 

bert:   Do you remember these painting that were exhibited, 

bert:   I just wondered if there was some...  Did you take 

 thing 
e part in?  

bert:   Could you describe any of those dances?  

mmy:    No.  

sire to 
ou know, the feeling that you had about it?  

bert:   Nothing else that you could say about it?  

mmy:    No.  Like now, very seldom, you know, sometimes I get 

       W
         qu
          
         Imbert:   Can you remember some of the projects then?  Some of 
         the artwork 
         as
         you painted?  Didn't they do murals and anything like that, in 
         paint?  Costumes and that sort of thing?  
          
         Jimmy:    No, we painted pictures on buckskin, you know, 
         about...  
          
         Imbert:   Can you remember that?  There was a buckskin, th
         first time 
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah.  
          
         Im
         happen?  
          
         Jimmy:    Well, Mr. Walsh got some buckskin.  He told me to 
         paint some
         to
          
         Imbert:   Seemed to me that there was something about it that
         was...  
          
         Jimmy:    I forget what it was, it was so long ago.  
          
         Im
         you know, in Europe and places like that?  
          
         Jimmy:    No, I don't remember what pictures they were.   
          
         Im
         part...?  No, you didn't take part in Nativity Plays. 
          
         Jimmy:    No, no.  
          

bert:   Do you remember the dancing and that sort of         Im
         that you used to tak
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah.  
          
         Im
          
         Ji
          

bert:   You can't remember any of your sort of de         Im
         paint or your, y
          
         Jimmy:    No.   
          
         Im
          
         Ji



         the feeling I want to paint sometimes.  I try to paint a 

mmy:    Yeah.  Just once in a while, you know, I get the feel 
at's when I can paint.   

ess 

bert:   And when you were painting the things around here, 
es and things like that, or animals, deer and 

 on.  Would you sort of paint them all from memory?  

and 
int them, draw them from life? 

 

o 
them and paint them?  

bert:   Just naturally you did it?  

mmy:    Yeah.  

ly?  

mmy:    Yeah, just remember them naturally.  

bert:   You didn't make any effort to...? 

bert:   Can you remember any other paintings?  White people's 
hey influence you at all in any way, the kind 

ng.  

         picture and I couldn't paint a picture.  I just get, you know, 
         sometimes I feel like painting, that's the time I could paint.  

ss          Lot of times I try to start up a painting I just make a me
         out of it and then I have to quit.  
          
         Imbert:   You've lost the knack of it. 
          
         Ji
         of painting and I got to paint.  Then th
          
         Imbert:   Did you feel this as a child that, you know, you just 
         had to paint?  You just wanted to draw these things?  
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah, I liked to draw and paint, you know.  
          
         Imbert:   Did you get the feeling that you had to expr
         something?  
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah.  
          
         Im
         should we say hors
         so
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah, just all imagination.  I don't copy.  
          
          
         Imbert:   You didn't sort of go out with a sketch book 
         pa
          
         Jimmy:    No, I just... all imagination, you know, just what
         comes in my head.  
          
         Imbert:   Did you ever study any of these animals especially s
         that you could draw 
          
         Jimmy:    No.  I just, you know, just go paint and then...  
          
         Im
          
         Ji
          

bert:   Just remembered them natural         Im
          
         Ji
          
         Im
          

mmy:    No.           Ji
          
         Im
         paintings, did t
         of thing that you seen?  Did Tony Walsh show you any other 
         kinds of paintings to...  
          
         Jimmy:    No.  He never showed me any, I just kept on painti



          
          
         Imbert:   Well, how did you find it when you...?  When you went 

 art school, where was that?           to
          
         Jimmy:    In Santa Fe, New Mexico.  
          
         Imbert:   And how long were you ther
          

e?  

mmy:    I was there just the one term.  

bert:   How did you, how did you find that after doing this 
udying it?  What did 

different ways, you know, 
fferent...  

mmy:    Yeah.  

bert:   Did that help?  

quite a bit, you know.  And then when 
 really liked it too.   

mmy:    Yeah.  

bert:   Did you paint much after you left there?  

ter I come back I started going rodeoing, you 
ast year 

en I started again.  Well, a couple of years now.  

nting all 

bert:   Does your boy, your son, does he paint anything like 
n...? 

         Ji
          
         Im
         all quite naturally, then going down and st
         you find that effect had on you?  
          
         Jimmy:    Well, I learned quite a bit about... they paint 
         different there.  And oh, they got 
         di
          
         Imbert:   Techniques?  
          
         Ji
          
         Im
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah, it helped 
         they seen my paintings they
          
         Imbert:   That gave you a technique?  
          
         Ji
          
         Im
          

mmy:    No.  Af         Ji
         know, these stampedes, and never painted until this l
         wh
          
         Imbert:   Do you think you'll go on with this?  
          

mmy:    Yeah, I think I'll go on.  I'll keep on pai         Ji
         the time.  
          
         Imbert:   You'd be able to go back to some of those techniques 
         again?  
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah.  I got quite a few paintings out now.   
          
         Im
         you used to paint in those days?  Does he sort of paint i
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah, he's got just about the same, yeah.  Draws wild 
         animals and birds and that's all he does, little bit of 
         landscaping.  
          
         Imbert:   Does he do that out of his memory too?  
          



         Jimmy:    Yeah, just his memory.  He don't copy.   

bert:   Is there any examples of his work?  Have you got them 
hool?  

  

bert:   That's at, is he in the Junior High there at...  

mmy:    I don't know what grade he's in, I don't keep track.  
 

mmy:    Richard.  We call him Boy, though.  

mmy:    Yeah.  I got one boy he's on the baseball team and 
e a coach and the captain and everything.  He 

ays, well he catches, shortstop and pitches.  Boy, he's good.   

mmy:    Sam.  Oh James, yeah!  That's James, he was born on 
while to think of 

eir names.  Like the girls, they all got nicknames.  Just like 

 
 

t them.  

s is her name they call her Petunia, and even in 
hool they call her Petunia.  And when we send her to 

y 
oks, 

 

          
         Im
         at home, these things, or does he got them at the sc
          
         Jimmy:    No, I guess he just draws pictures and I don't know 
         what he does with them.  
          
         Imbert:   He draws them, a number of them in school, I suppose.
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah.  
          
         Im
          
         Ji
         Like most of my kids, I don't know their names, I just go by
         their nicknames.   
          
         Imbert:   This son is, he's...  
          
         Ji
          
         Imbert:   Boy.  
          
         Ji
         they got him to b
         pl
          
         Imbert:   What's his name?  His nickname? 
          
         Ji
         my birthday.  Sometimes it gets me quite a 
         th
         Gloria we call him (Indian).  That means "Sister" in Indian.  
         And in school everybody calls him (Indian).  (laughs)  
          
         Imbert:   That's interesting because you had to give them these

 quite         names to start off and then you decide, well, it doesn't
         fi
          
         Jimmy:    Just like my oldest daughter, we call her Petunia. 
         Well, France
         sc
         Cranbrook, you know, residential school and she was there a 
         year and the Indian Agent didn't know who she was, because the
         had her marked as Petunia Batiste and it's not in the bo
          
         you know, where.  And the Agency, you know, all they had...  
         They came, they asked me who Petunia was.  I told them that's 

 daughter.  I told them her right name is Frances -- that's         my
         when they straightened things out.  But still they called her 
         Petunia, even now in Vancouver they all call her Petunia.  
          
         Imbert:   Your own name, sometimes you use Jimmy and sometimes 
         use Francis.  
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah, everybody calls me Jimmy.   



          
         Imbert:   And Francis is your real name. 
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah, that's my real name.  
          
         Imbert:   I see.  And you spell your name B-, how do you spell 

at?  

mmy:    B-A-T-I-S-T-E, and all my other brothers they spell 

-I-S-T-, but I don't know where they got the P from.  
 the Indian office we spell it B-A-P-...  

 

 -- your ancestors do, show 
ng like that?  

mmy:    No, no.  None of them.   

t any 
enery for these plays and things that they put on?  Or make 

 

the mask.   

xist today?  

ow.  

urnt.  

?  

er wrote any, I never write poetry.  

         th
          
         Ji
         it with a P.  Even my sisters they use a P.  See, my dad used 
         to B-A-T
         At
          
         Imbert:   That's the French way.  
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah.  I spell mine B-A-T-I-S-T-E. 
          
         Imbert:   Spells the same thing.  
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah, it's about the same.  
          
         Imbert:   Did your dad or any other
         any sort of skill in artwork or anythi
          
         Ji
          
         Imbert:   Do you remember any of the...?  Did you pain
         sc
         any costumes or anything? 
          
         Jimmy:    Well, I painted a few things.  Like they made masks
         out of, you know, they soak newspaper and then they fix them 
         up, you know, then I paint 
          
         Imbert:   Did you design them?  
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah.  I designed all them.   
          
         Imbert:   Do any of those masks e
          
         Jimmy:    I don't know where they're at n
          
         Imbert:   You haven't seen them anywhere?  
          
         Jimmy:    Never seen them.  
          
         Imbert:   No.  I believe most of them were b
          
         Jimmy:    Yeah.   
          
         Imbert:   And did you write any poetry at the school
          
         Jimmy:    No, I nev
          
         Imbert:   It wasn't your... 
          
         Jimmy:    No.   



          
         Imbert:   Some of the kids did, didn't they? 

ome of the kids did.   

 Thank you.   

ND OF SIDE A) 
    

          
         Jimmy:    Yeah, s
          
         Imbert:   Well, I think that's about it, Ian. 
          
          
         (E
         (END OF TAPE)                                                
           


