
 
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
         DOCUMENT NAME/INFORMANT:           LILY SQUINAHAN     
         INFORMANT'S ADDRESS:               ALKALI LAKE RESERVE    
                                            BRITISH COLUMBIA 
         INTERVIEW LOCATION:               
                                            BRITISH COLUMBIA 
         TRIBE/NATION:                       
         LANGUAGE:                          ENGLISH 
         DATE OF INTERVIEW:                 JUNE 6, 1979        
         INTERVIEWER:                       MARGARET WHITEHEAD 
         INTERPRETER:                        
         TRANSCRIBER:                       HEATHER YAWORSKI 
         SOURCE:                            PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF 
                                               BRITISH COLUMBIA 
         TAPE NUMBER:                       #IH-BC.86 
         DISK:                              TRANSCRIPT DISC #184 
         PAGES:                             24 
         RESTRICTIONS:                      NO RELEASE FORM SIGNED. 
 
 
         HIGHLIGHTS: 
 
         - General reminiscences about her life. 
 
 
          
         LILY SQUINAHAN:  Mrs. Squinahan lives at Alkali Lake Reserve.  
         As a child, she attended the Mission school. 
          
         Margaret: ...went to the Mission School?  
          
         Lily:     I went to school in 1921.  And I was one from, you 
         know, a big family and I was the oldest one.  While I was in 
         school I really enjoyed, you know, my school days.  Our 
         principal during that time was Father Aurore.  This priest was 
         from France.   
          
         Margaret: Were you the first one in your family to go to this 
         school?  
          
         Lily:     I was the first one from my family.  In those days, 
         in my school days, we learned all what we know now.  We, first 
         thing, you know, when we get up we used to wash up, ready, we 
         go to mass.  After mass we go breakfast.  And after breakfast, 
         you know, we used to do our chores -- wash dishes and other 
         things before school, that had to be all finished before nine 
         o'clock.  
          



         Margaret: Did everyone have a different job?  
          
         Lily:     They all had their own place, you know, where to 
         clean up.  Some in the kitchen and some cleaning bathrooms 
         and...  
          
         Margaret: Well, how old were you when you first went to this 
         school?  
          
         Lily:     I was nine years old when I went to school.  
          
         Margaret: What was the first job that they gave you, do you 
         remember?  
          
          
         Lily:     When we went to school first thing in the morning, 
         our first class in school was, you know, our catechism.  That's 
         how we learned our, you know, about our religion.  That maybe 
         went on for half an hour or so before we started our class 
         work.  
          
         Margaret: Did you know English when you went to school?  
          
         Lily:     I know quite a bit.  You know, our dad used to work 
         down the ranch and he used to, you know, talk to us sometimes.  
         If we understand one word we could make out, you know, what 
         they are telling us.  But I was one that was slow in learning.  
         (laughs)  And we used to all be in the classroom in the morning 
         till noon, till lunch time.  Then in the afternoon, you know, 
         we had to go and learn to do some sewing.  In my time they used 
         to buy, you know, just open material, and we had to cut it up 
         like overalls and shirts.  We had to make all that and our 
         dresses, all our clothes.   
          
         Margaret: What did you do with the things you made?  
          
         Lily:     It's what they used to wear in school.  And we used 
         to be in the sewing room till maybe about three o'clock, half 
         past two, then get out for recess.  At four o'clock we had to 
         go back in school, classrooms till supper time.  And we, it's 
         where we learned, you know, to do cooking too.  We used to take 
         each in turn to be in the kitchen.  And maybe one week of our, 
         maybe three or four girls to be in the kitchen.  And it will be 
         the same too, one week for, you know, making bread.  The 
         brothers that were there, this brother was called Father -- 
         Brother Collins.  He used to have a big garden in front of our 
         kitchen and it's what they used to jar in summertime.  They 
         used to have big gardens, big patch of potatoes -- enough 
         supply for all winter for all the children.  They didn't have 
         to buy any potatoes, and they used to have milk cows, and 
         chickens.  
          
         Margaret: Everything that you needed was there, eh?  
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  And they had cattle and they used to, you 
         know, butcher a cow every week.  One cow or I don't know how 
         many cows they used butcher, maybe two.  And they had pigs.  



         They hardly bought anything, everything was made there.  It was 
         really nice, you know.  On Sundays we had a big church where we 
         used to go to mass and our priest used to say high mass every 
         Sunday.  And people from Sugarcane used to go in their wagons 
         to go to church.  And some people here, from Alkali, whoever 
         can make it will be there.  There was no cars in them times.   
          
         Margaret: You were talking about Brother Collins.  
          
         Lily:     Oh, Brother Collins was, he done a lot of gardening.  
         And they had, you know, some currant (inaudible).  We used to 
         pick up currants and they jar that too, crabapples and 
         raspberries.  That was all jarred.  And they used to go down 
         the creek and pick berries too, around there, and they'll jar 
         some of that too.  But they done a lot of jarring.  So me and 
         my sister, one time when she was alive, oh one time we argued.  
         I told her, "When we was in school we were the best ones."  And 
         she said, "No.  Us, we were the best ones in our days," -- she 
         was way younger than me.  In her time all she learned was to 
         jar, you know, things.  Even they used to buy, you know, fruit 
         and they'll jar it.  That's what she was bragging about.  
         (laughs)  
          
         Margaret: It wasn't much to brag about.  
          
         Lily:     When they go and buy fruit.  (laughs)  When it was 
         time, you know, at a certain age they, you know, they just let 
         us out of school -- eighteen years -- and they, you know, to 
          
          
         give room to somebody else.  Highest grade we went was grade 
         six.  That's why now we don't, you know, we hardly, we don't 
         understand, you know, those big words.  When we go to meetings 
         it's really, you know, difficult for us; we don't understand.  
          
         Margaret: How long were you in school, how many years?  
          
         Lily:     Nine years.  
          
         Margaret: Nine years.  
          
         Lily:     Well, I said I was one that was hard to learn.  But I 
         guess when you learn something it really stays in your head.  
         But after we were out we're glad, you know.  We could make our 
         own clothes; if we get material we make our dresses.  That was 
         really good.  But now this generation they don't even know 
         anything, they don't even know how to do any sewing.  Well, 
         they are not taught that in school, and when they come home 
         they wouldn't, you know, they'd rather go and play.   
          
         Margaret: So you enjoyed your school then?  
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  After we had to leave school, when the 
         children were out for their holidays, we had to stay in till 
         they got back before they let us go.  
          
         Margaret: Why?  



          
         Lily:     You know, we had to kind of keep up the buildings, 
         clean up the building, kitchen.  And our priest sometimes used 
         to go and talk with us, you know, kind of advise us, you know, 
         after we get out of school what kind of life we was going to 
         face.   
          
         Margaret: All the things that you learned in the school then, 
         you were able to use them when you came to the reserve again.  
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  But it was hard for ones, you know, that had 
         no parents.  There was one girl that was with us that done 
         that.  She had a stepmother but she said her stepmother was 
         kind of cruel to her.  Soon as, you know, the priest start 
         talking to us, she'll start crying thinking of what...  But she 
         wouldn't, you know, speak out what was, what used to bother 
         her.  But long ago, but I guess, you know, David, I guess, 
         mentioned this.  It's not too long ago, you know, people start 
         getting their allowance and their pension cheques.  But before 
         that the man used to go and trap whatever, you know, like 
         muskrats and beaver -- that's how they used to earn their money 
         to buy, you know, groceries for the family, whatever is needed.  
         Around here person get, always find a job.  
          
         Margaret: Did all the men go trapping?  Was that the main form 

ly:     Yes.  Years before that's how they used to help 
hey 

n 

hen you were at the school, did you find 

, those nuns 

rgaret: That was very important at the school, wasn't it?  

rgaret: Did the Bishop used to come up to the school?  Do you 

ly:     Yeah.  

rgaret: Did they have a special ceremony for the Bishop 

         of income?  
          
         Li
         themselves was trap and sell, you know, the fur, whatever t
         get.  But in those days, you know, things didn't cost that 
         much.  Out of $30. you'll get a whole supply.  Things were 
         cheap.  But now you don't get much out of $30.  Especially i
         the line of meat.   
          

rgaret: Did you, w         Ma
         that most of the children there enjoyed it, or...? 
          

ly:     Yeah.  And what I found out too, you know         Li
         they used to have, you know, certain friends.  Like most people, 
          

guess, you know, they like somebody better than the others.           I 
         Oh, I really enjoyed...  Many time now in the evenings I'll sit 
         down and talk about my school days to my grandchildren.  The 

y          trouble is, you know, they don't seem to understand when we tr
         to teach them about our catechism, what we learned about our 
         church.   
          
         Ma
          

ly:     Yeah.  They don't learn that now in school.            Li
          
         Ma
         remember the Bishop coming?  
          
         Li
          
         Ma



         coming?  
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  Like last night, you know, Amelia talked to... 

rgaret: Did all the childen take part in the procession? 

ly:     Sometimes, you know, we had to lead the prayers.  But 

od when everybody, you know, sing.  You know, the boys used 

.  Imagine a bear or things.  

rgaret: But the children used to do that, eh?  

 don't know 

where, 

rgaret: Was it the same ones that kept running away?  

ly:     Yeah.  In my time they, there was one girl they bring 

rgaret: Does she come from here?  

ly:     Yeah.  You know that's a long ways.   

ly:     Like, you know, the priests were scared she'd be 

e 

         Oh, it was Laura that talked about the Mission, we used to have 
         processions they got.  You know, they had different rules, you 
         know, about the church long ago than now.  Things are 
         different.   
          
         Ma
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  They had to all be there to join, you know, 
         the prayers.   
          
         Margaret: Were you ever chosen to do something special?  
          
         Li
         about this high mass it was something that used to be really 
          
         go
         to try to beat the girls, you know, sing higher than them; and 
         the girls will try to sing as high as they can.  (laughs)  You 
         could hear them, I guess, through the valley.  And our priest, 
         you know, this Father Aurore, he sure had a high voice.  Well, 
         I guess that's all I can think of.   
          
         Margaret: You never were one of the children that did any 
         running away from the school?  
          

ly:     No.  I was too coward         Li
         Even in the dark, you know, you wouldn't go out alone, but 
         imagine coming out in the woods.   
          
         Ma
          

ly:     Yeah.  A lot of them, for no reason.  I         Li
         how come, you know.  They just made it miserable for 
         themselves.  Hungry, nothing to eat till they get some
         sleep under a tree.   
          
         Ma
          
         Li
         her back.  Oh next two, three days she'll be gone again.  She 
         kept that on till they had let her go.   
          
         Ma
          
         Li
          

rgaret: Yes it is.           Ma
          
          
         Li
         found dead sometime.  But as soon as somebody disappears, you 
         know, other children they'll kind of know when this one has 

k         taken off and after they'll go and say that one took off.  Li
         Amelia and them when they left, I know, you know, I was younger 



         than them.  We was watching them when they left and they told 
         us, "Don't you go and tell till we're quite a ways," before 
         somebody to go and tell they took off.  Oh, in this cold 

at         weather and the snow was deep, for what reason they did th  -- 

rgaret: Who used to go looking for them?  

ly:     The workmen, the workmen came that time to look for 

rgaret: The Onward(?), yeah.  

ly:     Yeah.  They passed that road and they said they 
 

s 

rgaret: And still they kept doing it.  Did you have any 

ly:     Yeah.  In my time it was mixed, you know, some from 

 Does the Chilcotin have to come an awful long way?  

ly:     Yeah.  Way back.   

rgaret: So you wouldn't have so many, there wouldn't be so 

ly:     No.   

u have Carrier children?  

ly:     They tried, you know, to bring children from, down 

ly:     I don't know why.  These kids had to come on the 

rgaret: Perhaps it was just too far.  

rgaret: Did all your family go to the Mission School after 

         one of them froze her feet.   
          
         Ma
          
         Li
         them.  And around Onward(?), just on top -- did Father bring 
         you to where they were staying, Father John? 
          
         Ma
          
         Li
         crossed the railroad just on top there.  That's where those
         that came after them caught up to them, but they said they 
         jumped the fence and they lay in the snow.  See, the snow wa
         so deep they couldn't see them, but they were laying in the 
         snow.  (laughs)  
          
         Ma
         Chilcotin children in the school when you were there?  
          
         Li
         different reserves.  But right now it's just Chilcotins over 
         there.  But during that (inaudible) they call it was the time 
         they had to get out children from here, from the Mission, and 
         put them to school right over here.  And the schools are too 
         small.   
          

rgaret:         Ma
          
         Li
          
         Ma
         many as Shuswap then?  
          
         Li
          

rgaret: Did yo         Ma
          
         Li
         from Lillooet somewhere, maybe for a year or two, and they 
         weren't allowed to come again.  
          

rgaret: Why?           Ma
          
         Li
         train from down somewhere.   
          
         Ma
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  No, I guess they had to, you know, came from 
         this around here, those people around here.   
          
         Ma



         you?  
          
         Lily:     Yeah, and they all went over there.   

ly:     No.  I don't know why.  And, you know, that was just 

ly:     It's a great help.   

rgaret: When did the men stop going for the furs?  

 shoes(?) 

 chunk 

rgaret: Oh, they must have learned a lot.  

ly:     Yeah.  

 men stopped trapping when?  

ly:     This trapping, you know, is, it's in wintertime till 

rgaret: Yeah.  

       Lily:     I guess, you know, and before, and the fur, you know, 
ll change.  It gets black.   

 more?  

now, the men could go 
d hunt and kill deer and moose.  And the way many, you know, 

          
         Margaret: Did any of them have any problems?  Did any of them 
         not want to go?  
          
         Lily:     The youngest one was one.  My youngest brother was one 
         that used to run away.  
          
         Margaret: Did he say why?  
          
         Li
         two of them used to be partners.  Sometimes, you know, they'll 
         make it, they'll walk right home.  He just didn't like school, 
         or they... I don't know what they didn't understand or 
         anything.  But this, our priest used to say, "Later on, many a 
         time..."  He meant, you know, if we're going through hard times 
         first thing we'll think of our school days.  It's what we used 
         to do.  In my time, you know, after there was no allowance, you 
         know, for the children.  Whoever had to look after us really 
         had to make things last.  But now it's different.  All the 
         children having their allowance and the old people with their 
         pension cheques.  
          
         Margaret: Yeah, that's right.  
          
         Li
          
         Ma
          

ly:     They, you know, it's still good but getting         Li
         they don't even bother.  This young generation they don't even 
         know how to trap anything.  You know, like the beaver, it's 
         certain ways you got to do it before you catch the beaver -- 
         they are smart creatures.  Trap will be setting there, 
         sometimes they'll haul a stick over it, or they'll put a
         of mud.  (laughs)   
          
         Ma
          
         Li
          

rgaret: But the         Ma
          
         Li
         about month of May before they quit.   
          
         Ma
          
  
         wi
          
         Margaret: But no one does it any
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  And in those days, you k
         an



         they'll tan hides and make, you know, their coats and 
         moccasins, and their gloves.  And they go and sell their, you 
         know, gloves to stores.  
          
         Margaret: So the people were really quite comfortable?  

 make 

 any of the things that you made at 
e Mission?  Were any of the things that were made at the 

ime.  They just used it right there, 
cause maybe this out of the money they were getting maybe was 

 they 
ed to stay, and the girls had their own building where they 

t 

hers go to this school, tell you 
out it?  About what they did at the school?  

g, you know.  
ople used to go and visit their children whenever they can 

 

: Oh, so any time your parents wanted to come and 
sit...  

eah and they, you know, they had a stove in that 
bin where they do their cooking; the wood was right there.  

sit?  

 Not often.  You know, when our dad used to work down 
e ranch, down here, before, you know, and he'd rather work 

          
         Lily:     Yeah.  It's how the women used to, you know, to
         money.  Sell, you know, whatever they make -- moccasins and 
         gloves, and skin coats.   
          
         Margaret: Did you ever sell
         th
         Mission, did they sell?  
          
         Lily:     No.  Not in my t
         be
         from the government.  That's why they wouldn't sell it.   
          
         Margaret: Do you know anything about the boys' school?  
          
         Lily:     You know, the boys had their own building where
         us
         used to stay.  And the boys had their building at the lower 
         place and in the middle there was the kitchen, where they used 
         the dining rooms.  And above where we used to call our conven
         the girls used to stay there.  But this one burned down and 
         they had to make this big building, one big building after the 
         old buildings burned down.   
          
         Margaret: Did any of your brot
         ab
          
         Lily:     No, we mostly knew what they were doin
         Pe
         make it to go and visit them.  And they had a cabin there where
         they can stay for the night, and they put their horses in the 
         barn.  
          
         Margaret
         vi
          
         Lily:     Y
         ca
          
         Margaret: Yeah, was very friendly.  Did your parents come to 
         vi
          
         Lily:    
         th
         all the time instead of...  But whenever they have chance, you 
          
         know, they go.  In those days, you know, Indians didn't have a 

r, all they used to travel was the wagon.  And they didn't          ca
         all have wagons.   
          

uld ride up on horseback?           Margaret: So they wo
          



         Lily:     Yeah.  But now nobody likes to travel with the team.  

he wagon is too slow.  Years ago 
 used to make it in one day, go from here early in the 

to do 

o used to take you up to the school?  

s time for 
lidays they will be all there with their wagons to get out 

 you used to do during the holidays?  

o go 
wn the river, you know, and get salmon.  And dry up salmon 

he 

e doing their haying.  The people used to big meadows up, now 

in the wintertime then, you just used to 
ily and...? 

, you know, used to stay up 
 had little cabins for to stay in.  

hem 

So you would see Father Thomas in the summertime?  

d I guess, you know, maybe once, twice a year but he'd stay 

         It's got to be a taxi or something to go to town.  (laughs)   
          
         Margaret: The easy way, eh?  
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  Now I guess t
         we
         morning to Williams Lake and be back in the night.  Rest the 
         horses a few hours in town.  That's how far we used to go 
         shopping.  
          
         Margaret: Wh
          
         Lily:     Our parents.  They'll be there.  When it'
         ho
         their children and bring them home.  Camp for one night before 
         they come.  We used to have six weeks holiday.  But before it 
         was four, but not, nowadays it's two months and yet you're not 
         satisfied with two months.  But the parents are fed up with 
         them.  (laughs)  
          
         Margaret: What did
          
         Lily:     Oh, you know, first thing sometimes they used t
         do
         down there, or bring it up here.  While the salmon is running, 
         you know, they'll catch as much as they can, make supply for t
          
         winter.  And they'll make enough, you know, to eat while they 
         ar
         they can't even cut their meadows -- the beavers got the best 
         of them.  The beavers are getting too many now.   
         Margaret: Some one needs to trap them.  
          
         Lily:     Yeah.   
          
         Margaret: So this, 

ay with your fam         st
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  And the people

eir meadows, you know.  They         th
         Some of them had, you know, few cows and horses, they feed t
         there.  And the men they'll go trap... 
          
         (END OF SIDE A) 
          
         (SIDE B) 
          
         Margaret: 
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  He used to come to the reserves, you know.  
         An
         for a week.  Father Thomas used to stay with us for a week.  
         But he had, you know, different rules that Father John.  
          
         Margaret: Different rules?  
          



         Lily:     Yeah.  (laughs)  
          
         Margaret: You mean he was tougher than Father John?  

ol wasn't 
lowed in his time.  If anybody wants to drink they had to go 

u hear this, John?  

ouldn't allow the drinking or else 
'd fine them.  

dance too, people wasn't allowed to dance.  
w Father John goes and dances.  

naudible).  They do 
erything backwards, eh.  (laughs)  

e, I think, you know.   

ny times he had a runaway, but never get hurt.  And the 

rgaret: And leave him stranded.  

ver there on the side of 
r church.  This was called the company building or something.  

ren 

ge and he 
knew, he 

nth, at the nineteenth of the 
 ring the bell and we had to get, 

 

          
         Lily:     Yeah.  He, no drinking, you know, that alcoh
         al
         out of the reserve, the men.  That wasn't allowed in the 
         reserve or there was a heavy fine for them.  
          
         Margaret: Father Thomas didn't allow it?  
          
         Lily:     No.  
          
         Margaret: Did yo
          
         John:     What's that?  
          
         Margaret: Father Thomas w
         he
          
         Lily:     And the 
         No
          
         John:     Let alone the priest.  (i
         ev
          
         Margaret: It was more of a puritan lif
          
         Lily:     He used to travel by wagon, that Father Thomas.  And 
         ma
         driver he never get hurt, but the horses, you know, they take 

          off for a ways then till they get tired running and they'll
         stop somewhere.  
          
          
         Ma
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  We had a building o
         ou
         It's where he used gather up people and teach them their 
         catechism.  And there was old lady -- her name was Christine, 
         Mrs. Roper -- she was one that used to gather up the child
         and teach them their prayers.  Oh, this old lady was really 
         good, she really, you know, teach till they make their first 
         communion.   
          

Father Thomas teach them in Shuswap?           Margaret: Did 
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  Father Thomas really knew our langua

ew Chilcotin.  I don't know how many languages he          kn
         learned.  
          

hinook was one?           Margaret: C
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  And every mo

nth, at nine o'clock he'll         mo
         people had to go in the church and say the beads three times



         around.  In Father Thomas's time.  
          
         Margaret: When the priest wasn't the

sn't there, did someone else have
re, when Father Thomas 
 to take his place?  

 that 
ads the prayer, ring the bell and people would go.  

 to the 
urch?  

ly:     No, not everybody, you know.  Like them children, it 

r any stories about Father Thomas?   

Father Hannessy(?) coming around?  

his 
ng 

th Father Boening, would it be?  

 used 
 call their priest, Father Capani -- this was a German 

.  

er (name).  

avid mention about Father 
ame)?  

Well, he mentioned one time his name, but he didn't 
ll me anything about him.  Father Lejac was the first one to 

         wa
          
         Lily:     Yes.  You know, like Alice, somebody, you know,
         le
          
         Margaret: Did everybody in the whole village used to go
         ch
          
          
         Li
         was too long for them, they'd rather sleep.  But there was no 
         school over here that time.  All those that go to school were 
         going over to Mission.  It's not too long ago since they 
         started school here.   
          
         Margaret: Do you remembe
          
         Lily:     No, I don't.   
          
         Margaret: Do you remember 
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  There was other priests, like Father Price 
         used to, Father Morris, Father (name), Father (name).  But t
         priest that was before Father Thomas, it's what Alice was goi
         to talk about last night and she never end that.  Really told, 
         you know, about her school days, this old lady.  It would have 
         been interesting to listen to her, how she was going to tell 
         about her school days.  They were about the first ones to be 
         over at the Mission.   
          
         Margaret: So that was wi
          
         Lily:     Father Capani.  No, oh yeah, it's what my mother
         to
         priest.  And then other priests used to mention Father (name), 
         something like that.  
          

 Father (name) then?           Margaret: Oh, they knew
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  This was before Father Thomas
          
         Margaret: Oh yes, long time before.  
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  
          
         Margaret: And Fath
          
         Lily:     Father (name).  Did D
         (n
          
         Margaret: 
         te
         open the school.  
          



         Lily:     At the Mi
  

ssion?  

rgaret: Yeah.   

homas used to travel by the wagon, but this 
 go around Chilcotin and this one used to 

ve a pack horse.  

 can't remember.  You know, before, I 
to tell us, you know, when we used 

 drink so much that wine, that's what ruined our brains.  And 

 

   

rgaret: Did you see Father Thomas when he was old and 

o over 
children went to school, you know, we used to go 

d visit them.  It's the time we used to see him.  He 

a 

sed 

rgaret: But he was pretty sick when he got old. 

ly:     Yeah.  I guess it's how a person gets, you know, when 

it's where Father Thomas used to go and eat with 
wouldn't want to go and eat with anybody else, he had 

ly:     His name was Chief Samson, Samson.  This chief live 
ct chief too, like Father 

omas.  (laughs)   

        
         Ma
          
         Lily:     Father T
         priest that used to
         ha
          
         Margaret: Father (name)?  
          
         Lily:     No.  You know, I
         guess, you know, they used 
         to
         now I can't even remember.  Sometimes I'll hide something and I 
         forget where I put it.  Father Hannessy(?) was the name of that
         priest that used to travel with a pack horse around Chilcotin. 
          
         Margaret: Did he used to come here as well?  
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  He used to come around here.
          
         Ma
         (inaudible)?  
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  I seen him at the Mission.  We used to g
         there after my 
         an
         remembered, you know, people...  Sometimes we figured, you 
         know, he didn't remember us.  Talk to him and he knew people.  
         Oh I guess, you know, he was miserable when he...  Celin
         didn't finish, though, her story she was going to tell last 
         night.  And Amelia said something else so she didn't finish 
         what she was going to tell about Father Thomas.  When she u
         to look after him.  
          
         Margaret: Oh yes, that's right.   
          

ly:     Yeah.           Li
          
         Ma
          
         Li
         they get really old.   
          
         Margaret: But when he was a young man he was quite a strong 
         man, eh?  
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  And our chief that time, he was a lifetime 
         chief, and 

em.  He          th
         to go...  
          
         Margaret: What was his name?  
          
         Li
         till he was old.  He was a stri
         Th



          
         Margaret: And they worked together, eh?  
          

ly:     Yeah.  The         Li y had strict rules. 

rgaret: Did they used to have a court?  

ople, you know, 
inking, or they go 

 a dance they had to go first to the chief, you know, and 

 
.  They buy whatever they need, you know, for the 

ly:     Yeah.  

n they would go to Father 

re was no alcohol then on the reserve?  

ly:     Very little.  And in that time there was no liquor 
 

eir liquor from Dog Creek.  There was a liquor store down 

rned to make their home brew.  (laughs)  It went 
, but he stopped it -- that home-brew business.  

 

en they'll go and 
ut it away for 
t.   

          
         Ma
          
         Lily:     Well, people in the time when pe
         wanted to go to confession, if they were dr
         to
         tell the chief their troubles.  And the chief, you know, 
         sometimes he'll give them fines, $15 or $10 they have to pay 
         before they can go to confession.  
          
         Margaret: That was a pretty good system.  What happened with 
         the money?  
          
         Lily:     I don't know what he...  Well, I guess that went for
         company money
         company.  If anybody couldn't be, you know, didn't have money, 
         they'll give something like a gun, or even a horse they'll 
         give, you know, for their (inaudible).  They had to pay their 
         fine.  It went for company, whatever they give.  
          
         Margaret: It was a good system, eh?  
          
         Li
          

rgaret: And then from the chief the         Ma
         Thomas?  
          
         Lily:     Yeah.   
          
          
         Margaret: Well, the
          
         Li
         store in Williams Lake -- that's long ago.  They used to get
         th
         Dog Creek -- that's where the men used to get their liquor.   
          
         Margaret: Did the people used to try come to the reserve and 
         sell liquor?  
          
         Lily:     No, not in them days.  And it was after that they 
         found, they lea

 for a while         on
         You know, it was dangerous, to poison people.  Even they used
         to make moonshine.  That's maybe stronger than whiskey, 
         firewater. 
          
         Margaret: And it would make people ill.   
          
         Lily:     In summertime, you know, the wom
         pick berries too and they dry that up and p

nter supply.  Now they don't even do tha         wi
          



         Margaret: Well, it would be better than going to the store and 

rgaret: The Chief Samson was the chief until he died?  

rgaret: And then did your son become chief after him?  

ect a 
ief it will be for so long and, you know, they'll quit and 
en other one will take over, three years. 

  

ly:     But these...  And this other one -- Charlie, my 

ver...  He went for so long and he quit.  He said he 

s he get tired.  He was one though that he used 
ed to sometimes go to Ottawa, Charlie.  He's 

aying just in the other house.  He's younger than me.  In our 

       really make use of himself.   

other chief.  He went too for so many years and he quit.   

 

 now.   

g me questions now.  I 
n't know what to say.  (laughs)  

rgaret: Do you want to ask any questions?  

ly...  

         buying it.  
          
         Lily:     Yeah.   
          
         Ma
          
         Lily:     Yeah.  
          
         Ma
          
          
         Lily:     But after that, you know, they'll...  If they el
         ch
         th
          
         Margaret: So Samson, he was the last of the hereditary chiefs?
          
         Li
         brother -- they elected though for a life chief, but he 
         ne
         wouldn't, he had enough of it.   
          
         Margaret: Why?  
          
         Lily:     I gues
         to travel.  He us
         st
         school days this guy would have been a really smart one if he 
         had to go through his education.  But whatever he learned he 
  
          
         Margaret: Wasn't there a Chief Johnson at one time?  
          

e was talking to.  He was          Lily:     David, that old man h
         an
          

rgaret: Because the chief had no power any more?           Ma
          
         Lily:     Well they say, you know, they want to give chance to

other one to, you know, to learn how to be the headman.           an
         Watch that bee on the window.   
          
         John:     Will you be much longer?  
          
         Margaret: No.  We can be finished
          
         Lily:     Well, you should keep askin
         do
          
         Ma
          
         John:     No.  I think that...  
          
         Margaret: You've said enough, eh?  
          
         John:     I think you guys probab



          
         Margaret: We've covered a lot of territory.  

s and about trapping.   

o up to Dog Creek 
d just make a couple of visits and come back.  You still know 

 like to...  
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         Lily:     We talked even about dry berrie
          
         John:     Because if you would like we could g
         an
         where Dog Cree is.  
          
         Margaret: Okay.  
          
         John:     Because I'd
          
          
         (E
         (END OF TAPE)     
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