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What if I can’t complete my degree on time?
 if you  encounter problems while trying to 
actively  complete  your  program,  a  request 
may be  made for  a  one semester  extension. 
The request should be made at least 2 months 
before  the  end  of   the  semester  with  your 
supervisor  writing  a  letter  to  the  Dean  of 
FGSR outlining why the  work could  not  be 
completed on time.

 if   you  are  unable  to  continue  in  your
program due to medical, maternity/parenting,
compassionate, or other  substantive  reasons,
you may request a leave-of-absense for  up to
one year.  The  request  must  be  made to the
FGSR  office  in   writing   with   appropriate
documentation.  A  leave-of-absense will  not
be granted in order to accept employment.

 if you anticipate being absent for a period
exceeding  one  year,  or  your  situation does
not   warrant   an   extension   or  a   leave-of-
absense,   you    may   request    a   voluntary 
withdrawl from  your  program.  To return  to 
your  program,  you   must  formally  request 
reinstatement which is not guaranteed and  is 
subject to the  ability and  willingness of  the 
academic  unit  to   provide  supervision  and 
accomodation.  The request must  include an 
outline of  what needs to be completed and a 
timeline for completion.

Ms. Maki Ito received the  Natural Science and Engineering Council of 
Canada  (NSERC)  and  Mathematics  of   Information  Technology  and 
Complex Systems (MITACS) scholarship. 

This new award, which is 
valued at $30,000 for two 
years,   includes   funding 
from  NSERC,  MITACS, 
and a partner organization 
where the  student spends 
a   minimum  of   20%  of 
his or her time.  MITACS
requires   the   student   to 
show      how      complex
mathematical   techniques 
are  used  in  the  research. 

The scholarship  will  support  Maki’s  research  titled  “A  study on  the 
evaluation  of  swelling  potential of  Regina clay modified  with  sand”. 
She would  like to  thank  NSERC, MITACS, SoilVision  Systems  Ltd., 
Dr. Shahid Azam, Ms. Sarah Byron, the Faculty of Engineering, and the 
FGSR for their support throughout the application and selection process.

Maki joined the Environmental Systems Engineering  M.A.Sc. program 
in January 2007.  While attending classes, she developed the conceptual 
model  for   the  research  and  completed   basic  soil  tests  and  a  field 
investigation of  engineering applications.  Findings from these research 
activities led to a conference  paper for the 60th Canadian  Geotechnical 
Conference  and  a  report  submitted  to  Communities  of  Tomorrow – 
Partners for Sustainability Inc.

The research proposed to  NSERC and  MITACS has three components: 
laboratory    investigation,    field     investigation,    and    mathematical 
modelling.  The  goal  is  to  achieve understanding  of  and  modify  the  
swelling and consolidation behaviour of  expansive  Regina clay,  which 
causes various damage to civil infrastructures and  residential properties. 
This scholarship  allows further  laboratory  investigation, data  analysis, 
and mathematical modelling at SoilVision Systems Ltd. in Saskatoon. 

Understanding  and  optimizing  soil  behaviour   has  great  potential  to 
contribute to sustaining  public and private assets in  Regina and  reduce 
problems that occur due to the expansive nature of these types of soils.

Maki Ito is excited to be part of  this research and her personal goal is to 
enter the workforce as a professional after earning her M.A.Sc. degree.

Engineering Student Awarded New NSERC/MITACS 
Scholarship

Maki Ito in the lab
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GSA International Night A Huge Success
A big "thank you" to everyone who attended the 1st Annual International Night!  The event  took place on February 4th, 
2008  from 5:30 - 9:00pm.  The event  was focused on celebrating  the cultural diversity within our campus  population. 
The idea was to bring together students from around the globe, so that they may better introduce themselves to different 
cultures and customs.  International  Night was a wonderful evening  full of  great international food, music, and prizes. 
The evening was  highlighted  with  remarks by  Dr. Rod  Kelln of  FGSR and  Dr. Larry Symes of  the  Government of  
Saskatchewan, as well as  the  leaders of  the  GSA and URSU.  This was the first of  many fantastic events  planned for 
2008, so stay tuned to www.urgsa.com for more upcoming activities!  Hope to see you all again soon!

Sincerely,
The GSA Executive and FGSR Staff

 Current GSA executives Nick Carleton, Aubrey Watson, and 
Debora Humeniuk, along with Sara Ghoreishi Nejad, a past 

GSA member  

Students listen to remarks by Dr. Rod Kelln, Dean of FGSR, 
and Dr. Larry Symes, Government of Saskatchewan

Students help themselves to a variety of international 
food at the buffet

Dr. Kelln and Dr. Symes take some time out to relax and 
enjoy the evening
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Congratulations to all student presenters who participated  in the 3rd  annual Graduate Students'  Research Conference 
(April  11th  and  12th,  2008)  for  a  job  well  done!   The  Conference  went  extremely  well,  hosting  over  60  oral 
presentations and 35 posters by students in the areas of  Fine Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences, Natural Sciences,  and 
Engineering.  Presentations included everything from  New Petroleum Technology, to  Building  Better  Roads,  Social 
Issues, and even Harry Potter!

The conference began with  an opening keynote speech  from Joe Muldoon on the Uranium Industry in  Saskatchewan. 
We were also pleased to present  Keynote Speaker  Bob McDonald,  host of  CBC’s  “Quirks and Quarks.”  McDonald 
has been communicating  science internationally through television,  radio,  print, and live presentations for over thirty 
years. He is the host of CBC Radio’s Quirks and Quarks, the award-winning science program with a national audience 
of nearly 500,000 people. 

The conference  was supported by numerous student volunteers.  Thank you  to our sponsors, donors,  Bob McDonald, 
Joe Muldoon, faculty, students, and the community for your support. 

The conference seems to get  better with each year,  as the planners continue to review and improve, so we hope to see 
an even larger turn out next year, demonstrating our school spirit and commitment to excellence.  

Check out this year's conference photos by visiting our website: www.urconference.com

GSA Research Nights
This year the GSA, FGSR, and SpringBoard West Innovations along 
with the Lazy Owl coordinated informal Research Nights which took 
place regularly throughout the year.

All graduate students and faculty were invited to share their research 
ideas and  network with  their fellow  colleagues in  an  informal and 
welcoming  setting. The first Research Night was held February 26th
and was a huge success among faculty and students.

We  would  like to congratulate  Mohamed  Edali, the  winner of  the 
Digital Voice Recorder from the February 26th Research Night.

Thanks to all faculty and students for your involvement and support throughout this past year and years to come.

Your 2007-2008 GSA Executive,
Nick Carleton, President
Kelly Abrams, VP Academic and Conference Chair
Aubrey Watson, VP International Students
Merlyn Richelhoff, VP Communications
Debora Humeniuk, VP Social and Educational Programming
Todd Vermeulen, VP Finance
Mike Cavers, VP External Affairs and Webmaster

 University of Regina Graduate & Undergraduate Student Research Conference
Putting Theory into Practice:
Transferring Creativity into Community Wisdom - III
April 11th and 12th, 2008

 



Two students in  the MFA - Visual  Arts program  participated in the 4th  Annual Downtown  Ice and Fire  Festival in 
Victoria Park on February 16th 2008.  Both students created conceptual pieces dealing with ideas of change.  

Kyle Herranen, a  sculpture  student,  created  a  piece  called  "Progress?" 
which  consisted of  two ice sculptures  representing significant changes in 
prairie landscapes: a grain elevator and a slab-styled modernist skyscraper. 
This work explored ideas of place and human  habitat with respect to a so- 
called  idea of progress.  There was a time when the grain elevator was the 
largest  building  to been seen when entering a town but elevators are  now 
being  displaced  by  larger  commercial  buildings  or  torn  down.  In true 
prairie fashion, festival visitors graffitied the grain elevator sculpture.  

Barbara Meneley, an intermedia student, created  "Ice House," a roofless 
house  with  starlit  windows  and  ice  candles.   This  work  explored  the 
beautiful moments  we can  find in our frozen surroundings if  we take the 
time to appreciate them.  Few winter moments are more breathtaking than 
the glint  of  sunlight  through a frosty window and ice  crystals  reflecting 
the blazing  blue of  a  winter sky.  As  our  global  climate  changes, these 
frozen  crystals are even more precious.  They stand as  a symbol of  what 
we  have  and of  what  we can lose.  Both  child and adult  visitors to  the 
festival were in and out of the Ice House throughout the day.  

VISUAL ARTS

Barbara Meneley’s “Ice House”

Starlit window and ice candle in 
Meneley’s “Ice House”

Student Sees Success Through MBA Program
MBA  student William (Xuewei) Wang says that  in addition to learning a great deal from the  MBA program, it has 
also provided him with substantial career  benefits.  As a Business Development  Manager at Saskatchewan  Industry 
and Resources, his major responsibility is to enhance Saskatchewan’s  economy by attracting more investments from 
overseas.  The GBUS 835 International  Business course  provided  him with a deep  understanding  of  international 
business strategies,  activities, and current  trends, which are important in  his day-to-day  work.  As well, the  GBUS 
865 Project Management  course  helped  him obtain his  Project  Management  Professional (PMP) designation  last  
year.  Although William admits that the MBA courses are challenging, he is also finding them very enjoyable.

KENNETH LEVENE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
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Student’s Work Performed at New Music Ensemble Concert 
Matthew  C.  Todd's  work  for  clarinet,  saxophone,  and  trombone  entitled  
The Minimalist's Closet (2006)  had its second  performance on February 16th, 
2008, in the  Riddell  Centre's  Schumiatcher  Theatre.  The  performance  was 
part of  a concert put on by the University  of  Regina  New  Music  Ensemble.
   
Matthew  began  the  Master  of   Music  in  Composition  Degree  in  the  Fall  
of  2006  after completing his Bachelor of  Music  in Theory and  Composition
and Certificate  in  Piano Technology from the University of  Western  Ontario. 

MUSIC

Matthew Todd

KINESIOLOGY & HEALTH STUDIES
Student Wins New Award From the Heart and Stroke Foundation
     Master’s student  Trevor Len is one of  the  first-ever recipients of  the Heart 
     and Stroke Foundation of Saskatchewan’s Master’s Student Research Awards. 
     The award, which was a joint application between Len and his supervisor, Dr. 
     Patrick Neary, is valued at $17,500, with the possibility of  a second year, for 
     a total of  $35,000.  The award will support a research project where Len and 
     Neary  will  work  with  cardiac  patients, as well as  the  general  population, 
     gathering data using a digital ballistocardiograph and then following up with 
     them in a couple  years  to determine the significance of  any anomolies  that 
     they find. 

     Trevor is in his first year of  the  M.Sc. program.  He completed his B.Kin. at 
     the  University  of  Regina  in  2007 and  in  the same year  also completed  a 
     Certificate in  Advanced  Athletic Therapy through  Mount Royal College  in 
     Calgary. He  is  a  Certified  Athletic  Therapist (CAT) and  is  also  currently 
     employed  part-time at the  Allied  Health Centre in addition to working with 
     the U of  R Cougar Men’s Hockey Team and the Saskatchewan Roughriders.

Trevor plans to continue working in the Allied Health Centre and with Cougar Athletics after he completes his degree. 
He says that his future goal is to be the  Head  Athletic  Therapist of  a Canadian university,  if  the opportunity arises.

The Heart and Stroke  Foundation of  Saskatchewan’s Master’s 
Student  Research  Awards are available to students in the  first 
year  of   a  thesis-based   Master’s   program   whose  research 
supports  the  Heart  and  Stroke  Foundation’s   mandate.   All 
applications  are  considered  to  be  joint  submissions  by  the 
student  and  the  student’s supervisor.  Supervisors must  have 
a record of productive heart and/or stroke research.

For  more information  about  these  new awards,  please  visit 
the Saskatchewan  Heart and  Stroke Foundation’s  website  at 
http://www.heartandstroke.sk.ca/  

  

Trevor Len

Len and Neary in the lab
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New Master of  Administration in Leadership Program
The  Kenneth  Levene  Graduate  School of  Business  is  launching  a  new  Master  of  Administration  in  Leadership
Program in the Fall 2008 semester (pending Senate approval). This program consists of one-week compressed courses. 
Students receive their  books and  materials 6 - 8 weeks  prior to the one-week course, and  will be expected  to refer to 
WebCT and  submit 2 assignments prior to the course.  The one-week  face-to-face segment runs from 8:30 - 4:30 each 
day  for five  days and  includes 39  hours of  class time  (i.e., the same  number of  hours found  in a standard 13-week 
course).  Students are responsible for preparing a major project or assignment, due about four weeks after the course.

The Master of  Administration in Leadership is intended for those who have at least 2 years of experience in leadership 
roles.  Relevant  leadership experience can include that gained  at various levels within an organization and  leadership 
experience arising out of  volunteer activities.  The coursework consists of  ten courses, or  eight courses and a 6-credit  
hour research  project. Tuition is $1,900 per course, ($19,000 for the degree), and includes books and course materials. 

The  program  will appeal  to students currently  in the  workforce  since  they can use  holidays or  employer-provided 
time to pursue the one-week courses.  It is also ideal for students who live outside of  Regina,  since they will  travel to 
Regina for just one  week  to complete each course.  Over the usual three-year  period  needed to complete a  part-time 
Master’s degree, this would  mean  three or  four one-week  trips to Regina  each year.  However,  students can take up 
to six years to complete the degree if they wish. 

KENNETH LEVENE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Artist Portrays Cross-Linguistic Experience Through Public Art Installation 
Loretta Paoli (Fine Arts  -  Interdisciplinary Studies) 
has launched ‘Student  Exchange’,  the second phase 
of    her   four-part,   one-year   campus    public   art 
installation, ‘Language  Crossings’.  As  part  of  her 
visual art  and  linguistics  research, this  installation 
uses  the South  Residence vestibule space (opposite 
the ESL Centre) as a place to investigate ideas about 
the  interaction  of  languages.  While  part  1 of  the 
installation focused on  the  interaction  of  different 
languages  within  individual  experiences, part  two 
shifted   the  focus   to  communication   in   English 
between   individuals  of   different  languages   and 
cultural backgrounds.  Research for Paoli’s ‘Student 
Exchange’  involved conversations among four Fine 
Arts students at the University of Regina. Two international students: Panout Chulkaratana (from Thailand) and Jialing 
Ye (from China), and  two  Canadian  students, John  Hampton and Anna  Hansen, discussed  their cross-linguistic and 
cross-cultural  experiences at  the University of  Regina.  The artwork  for ‘Student Exchange’ combined  a  new audio 
recording with various visual elements including mirrors, lenses, and new photographic elements.

‘Student Exchange’ ran  from January 18th to April 10th  in  the South Residence building.  The ‘Language  Crossings’ 
installation will take a number of other forms, continuing until August 2008.   

Paoli also attended the national Metropolis conference in Halifax, April 3rd-6th, where she presented a site-specific art 
installation,  ‘Outlook II: An  Artistic Investigation of  Immigration, Language and Perspective’ as a poster session.  In  
June, she will  present  her  paper at the Canadian Association of Applied Linguistics conference in Vancouver. 

Loretta Paoli’s ‘Language Crossing’ Art Installation

INTERDISCIPLINARY - FINE ARTS

FACULTY & DEPARTMENT NEWS



JOHNSON-SHOYAMA GRADUATE SCHOOL
Johnson-Shoyama Holds First Annual Tansley Lecture
The first of  an annual Lecture Series, the Tansley Lecture, was held on the evening of March 13th at the Delta Hotel 
in Regina,  with approximately 150  people  in  attendance.  The  series was co-sponsored  by  the  Johnson-Shoyama 
Graduate  School, the Saskatchewan  Institute of  Public  Policy, and  Dr. Greg  Marchildon, Canada Research  Chair.  
Dr. David  Zussman,  Jarislowsky Chair in  Public  Sector  Management  with  the  Graduate  School  in  Public  and 
International Affairs at the University of Ottawa was the inaugural speaker.

The evening  provided an opportunity for Master of  Public Administration (MPA) students to meet and  mingle with 
senior  public  servants  in  an  informal  setting,  while  also  hearing  Dr. Zussman  speak  on  “The New Governing 
Balance: Politicians and Public Servants in Canada”.  Dr. Zussman has had a distinguished career in government, the 
private sector, and  in academia.  He is a  recognized authority on  public sector  management,  public administration, 
and governance. The event was emceed by two MPA students, Andrea Geisbauer and Carmen Gilmore.

The Lecture Series is named  after  Donald Tansley.  Born in Regina, he  joined the Government of  Saskatchewan in 
1950 after graduating from the University of Saskatchewan. During his time in government, Tansley played a pivotal 
role in  chairing the committee that  implemented the country’s first  working model of Medicare.  Tansley spent four 
years as a key deputy minister in the  modernization of  the New Brunswick  government  before moving  to  Ottawa 
and the federal  government.  Tansley was noted for  his great organizational skills and ability to work in challenging 
public policy environments.

      

New Programs and New Faculty Members
During the past year  we implemented three new Master’s Certificate programs:  Public  Management, Public  Policy 
Analysis and Health Systems Management. We also offered our first online course and are working on implementing 
more.  As we  become a provincial  school in  July, we will  be offering  classes to students at both  the University of 
Regina campus and  the University of  Saskatchewan  campus in a wide variety of  formats, including  online classes 
and video-conferencing. 

We are pleased to say that we have added the expertise of Dan Perrins, former Deputy Minister to the Premier, to our 
School  as an  Executive-in-Residence.  Dan’s many years of  experience in  public service will provide students with 
an invaluable perspective and understanding of how the public sector functions.  In addition, we will be welcoming a 
new faculty member,  Bruno Dupeyron, who  joins us  from  the University of  Victoria.  Professor Dupeyron  will be 
teaching in the field of public policy and law.

Featured Speaker Dr. David Zussman, University of Ottawa

Audience Members Enjoy the Evening

7



UPCOMING EVENTS

8

   Regina Hosting the PIMS Industrial Problem Solving Workshop in June 2008
   The University of  Regina will  host  the  Pacific  Institute  for  the Mathematical Sciences 
   (PIMS) Industrial Problem Solving Workshop (IPSW) from  June 16-20th, 2008.  The aim 
   of  IPSW  is  to  create  a  mutually  beneficial  link  between  researchers  in  industry and 
   academic  scientists  with  an  interest  in  mathematical  modeling.  Faculty  and  graduate 
   students from  the academic community study these  problems  in  teams during  the week 
   long workshop, and  present the results of  their study back to the industrial participants at 
the end of the week.  The benefits of  IPSW are numerous and some of its obvious successes are: bringing together 
academia and  industry, often  leading to long-term  research collaborations; developing  challenging new research 
areas with a direct bearing on physical problems;  and training highly qualified personnel from the participation of 
graduate students and postdoctoral fellows.  In addition, this experience tends to shed light on the many interesting 
and diverse challenges that aspiring researchers and students face in an environment outside of academics. 

Each year during the week preceding the IPSW,  PIMS hosts the Graduate Industrial Mathematics Modeling Camp 
(GIMMC).  The purpose of the camp is to teach graduate students mathematical modeling methods from experts in 
the field.  A cross-section of relevant industrial problems and modeling techniques are presented. The GIMMC will 
also take place at the University of Regina and will be held June 9-13th, 2008.

Further information can be found on the web at http://pims.math.ca/ipsw/

If  you have questions about  these events or are interested in participating in either one,  please  contact  Dr. Shaun 
Fallat by phone at 585-4107 or by email at sfallat@math.uregina.ca.
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MATHEMATICS & STATISTICS

KENNETH LEVENE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
Business Programs Information Sessions
Information sessions for the Kenneth Levene Graduate School of Business programs including Master of Business
Administration (MBA), Master of Human Resource Management (MHRM), and Master’s Certificates will be held 
on Tuesday June 10th, 2008 and Thursday August 7th, 2008. Sessions are held from 5:00 - 5:30pm in ED 514. For
more information or to RSVP to one of the sessions, email levene.gradschool@uregina.ca or phone 585-4735.

GRADUATE STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Events To Look Forward To In 2008/2009
GSA Graduate Students’ Welcome BBQ 2008
Date:  Early September
Information:  Plans  for  the  next  GSA Graduate  Students’  Welcome  BBQ  are  underway.  Last   

Graduate Student Seminars
Dates:  Once or twice a month from September until March
Information:  During the Fall/Winter terms, the Graduate Students' Association along with the  Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and  Research will  offer a series of  free seminars for graduate  students.  All graduate students are strongly 
encouraged to attend. Topics to be covered include: Careers after graduating, Funding opportunities & applications, 
Graduate research and the expectations, Why you should publish, How to give an oral conference presentation, and 
How to create a conference poster.

Keep an eye out for dates and times of  GSA events for 2008/2009.  We plan on hosting another International Night 
and Research Nights. 

year’s BBQ  was a huge success among grad students and over 140 people were in attendance.  Keep a look out for 
the date of this exciting event for 2008!




