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(ADVANCE)....REGINA, MAY 17 - The following is the text of the 

report to be given by Dr. W. A. Riddell, principal, University of Sask-

atchewan Regina Campus, at the fourth annual spring Convocation of the 

University of Saskatchewan in Regina, Friday, May 17. 

*********************************** 

(ADVANCE)....Eminent Chancellor: Over the past eighteen months 

there has been a considerable re-organization of both academic and or-

dinary administration on this campus. The Faculty Council established 

an Executive to take the place of the Executive Committee of Council 

and gave it more responsibility and correspondingly greater powers to 

deal with routine matters and study and recommend on major issues. This 

year has been devoted in large measure to making this an effective unit 

in the academic life of the University. While much remains to be done 

in the structuring of the various Committees, the Executive itself is 

developing confidence in its ability to deal with the problems present-

ed to it, and in the capability of its various committees to deal with 

their specific areas of concern. 

Similarly the Principal's Executive, the Long Range Planning 

Committee, the Budget Committee and the General Promotions Committee, 

all advisory to the Principal and most of them involving faculty repre-

sentatives, have established their procedures and are working very well. 
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The major events on the campus this year were the official open-

ing of the library in October, 1967 and of Campion College in February 

and the beginning of construction of the Education building. The first 

not only provided the permanent home for the library but the space re-

quired for the expanding collection and for the rapidly increasing num-

ber of student readers. The space not required immediately by the li-

brary was converted into extra offices and classrooms that were so bad-

ly needed. Campion College introduced further food services and excel-

lent student and library space for their students, further relieving the 

severe pressures on existing facilities. 

Further steps must be taken by this September, if possible, to 

provide a student centre that will have additional food services and 

lounging space. 

Planning continued to absorb a great deal of the time of the staff. 

The first of the College Units, the Arts and Administration building, 

Biology, Engineering, Physics and Mathematics, a Humanities and Social 

Science building and the next library unit have all reached the stage 

of planning where building committees are at work or have been appoint-

ed to prepare requirement studies for the direction of the architects 

that will be appointed. 

Ever since the University took over Regina College from the 

United Church of Canada in 1934, there has been a university matricula-

tion course which permitted adults without university entrance require-

ments to prepare for a regular university program. This has been an 

outstanding success over the years and many people now serving in the 

various professions secured their start in this way. 

....MORE (ADVANCE) 
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About two years ago the Faculty Council approved admission for people 

over 25, who have a high rating on a standard test of mental ability, 

to regular university programs, even though they did not have complete 

entrance requirements, as long as there appeared to be good possibili-

ties for success. Last year there were at least 43 admitted and this 

year there were 39. The record of achievement is remarkable, and it 

is abundantly evident that this procedure has met an important need in 

the community. 

Two new programs have passed through the planning stage and will 

be available to students this fall. The bi-lingual college will begin 

instruction in French and English in a considerable number of classes, 

as well as the study of French Language and Literature. We discovered 

that there are a number of faculty in various disciplines that are truly 

bi-lingual, and these people are willing to help get the program estab-

lished. In addition, the Canadian Plains Study Program will take form-

al shape within the Faculty of Arts and Science, bringing the resources 

of a number of disciplines to bear on the Anthropology, Art, Biology, 

Economics, Literature, History, Geography, Political Science and Sociol-

ogy of the Western Plains Area. 

Enrolment continues to increase. Last year there were 2700 stu-

dents with 3400 enrolled in 1967-68. The two-semester organization of 

the University year has provided opportunities for two to three hundred 

people to register in January that could not, or did not wish to enter 

in September. This increased flexibility, together with the expanding 

intersession and summer school offerings, makes it possible for many 

students to more easily fit a program to their own needs. 
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UNIV. OF SASK. REGINA 

(ADVANCE) DR. RIDDELL'S REPORT TO CONVO. 4 

The planning mentioned above is carried on in the shadow of an expected 

enrolment of 10,000 by 1974 - six short years away. 

President Spinks has mentioned the fund raising campaign that has 

been launched by the University and you have been exposed to the publi-

city of the past few weeks indicating that the University requires about 

$105,000,000 during the next seven years. Approximately 1/2 of this 

will be used on this campus. In many areas the lack of funds re-

sults only in a delay or inconvenience, but any student capable of bene-

fiting from University education that is denied admission has a perma-

nent disability imposed upon him. All the continuing education made 

available in his later life will not repair this damage nor will it 

restore to the country the contribution he might have made. 

It is obvious that higher education must have a high priority in 

the minds of the people of the province if we are to secure the funds 

to meet the requirements of the students seeking admission. 

We were saddened by the death of Dr. Lucy Murray last summer. 

She had been a member of the University faculty attached to Regina 

College since 1936 and had made a fine contribution in English and, 

through her keen interest, in the welfare of the students. Her loyal-

ty to the University was unfailing and carried on the Murray influence 

for another generation. I am pleased that some of her colleagues and 

friends have established a scholarship in her memory, and already the 

fund is such that a good scholarship is assured for a number of years. 

Mention has been made of the discussions between University and 

government officials. At times these caused great concern among the 

members of the faculty. 
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There were fears expressed that many good faculty people would leave 

but actually at this date very few resignations have been received. 

Apparently most have decided to stay with the University and support it 

loyally as it works out a new relationship with the government. I wish 

to thank all of the faculty for their support during the year. The de-

mands made on your time for academic and other planning, as well as 

for the work you did on the various committees, were very great and 

your contribution is sincerely appreciated by all of us. In spite of 

these demands, the scholarly work during the year has continued at a 

very fine level, resulting in many scholarly articles, much creative 

writing, several books.In the Natural Sciences the faculty attracted 

$246,000 in research grants. A further indication of the scholarly 

activity is the considerable number of Canada Council awards that mem-

bers of our faculty have received. 

I extend the best wishes and congratulations of all the faculty 

and staff of the University to the graduands that will receive their 

degrees today. It is worth noting that there are among the graduat-

ing students 48 receiving diplomas in Administration. A two-year 

evening course has been offered for many years for students from the 

business and industrial offices of the community, but two years ago 

this was extended to four years, and the first of those enrolling have 

now completed the requirements for the diploma. 

Some leave to take up responsibilities in the community as 

teachers, in business or in many other ways. Your experience at 

University will enhance the extent of the contribution you will make. 
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Remember that you are also an alumnus of the University, and we look 

to you to interpret the University to those around you and to explain 

the need for a strong University in Saskatchewan. Others will return 

to embark on further study - honours, professional studies or graduate 

work. We will welcome you if you return here and wish you all success 

wherever you go. 

(END ADVANCE FOR RELEASE AT 2:15 P.M., CST, FRIDAY, MAY 17) 


