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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Discusses traditional Indian values. 
         - Mentions a flood legend. 
         Imbert:   As I was saying before, we take out all kinds of 
         things so that you don't have to worry about it at all.  
          
         Grace:    I see.  Well, you'll just have to ask the questions 
         and I answer them?  
          
         Imbert:   Yes.  I think that's the best way.   
          
         Grace:    The best way I can.   
          
         Imbert:   Yes.  I think it might be a good idea to just to talk 
         about your mother in a general sort of way, and about, you 
         know, what's in there.  We'll try and see if she will tell us 
         the details of some of the things that happened to her.  But 
         I'd be very glad if you would tell about her, where she was 
         born, her early life and so on like that.  What could you tell 
         me about that now?  What is your mother's name?  
          
         Grace:    Well, her name is Agnes.  And her name is Hubbs 



         really.  Her father was an American and married the chief's 
         daughter.  You know how they get married in the old days.  And 
         she doesn't remember her mother at all or her father.  She was 
         left with her grandparents.  Her grandfather, who was the chief 
         in Masset, and the grandmother and father wouldn't let the 
         mother go unless they left the baby -- the baby was my mother.  
         She doesn't remember any of those things.  She faintly 
         remembers the day her mother left and a slave was carrying her 
         around on her back...  North Beach to see the last of the ship 
         going out that carried her mother away.  She remembers that.  
         And she remembers crying but then she doesn't remember anything 
         else, you know, she was that young.  
          
          
         Imbert:   Her father's name, well how do you spell it?  
          
         Grace:    Hubbs, H-U-B-B -- I think there's two Bs, I'm not 
         sure, Hubbs.  
          
         Imbert:   What was he?  A trader, was he?  
          
         Grace:    Yes.  Yes, he run a store of some sort up there in 
         those very early days.  I met his brother Paul.  It was Paul 
         and Charles was her father's name.  And then she never saw...  
         Her mother died, well, she was hurt and died from the effects 
         of it.  And the father was afraid to come back and get her then 
         because they were still, you know...  There were a lot of 
         slaves and they were still warlike, you know.  And he was 
         afraid to come back then, since the mother had died, to get the 
         baby.  But he tried all sorts of other ways to get her, but her 
         grandparents clung to her and wouldn't think of letting her go.  
         So that's where she was raised, in Masset. 
          
         Imbert:   And that would be how many years ago now?  
          
         Grace:    It would be 103.  
          
         Imbert:   She's 103 years old?  
          
         Grace:    Yes, maybe a little older.  You see, maybe 105, 
         because she was, she remember some things at the time her 
         mother went away.  She would be going on two, I should think.  
          
         Imbert:   That would be the year 1860, really! 
          
         Grace:    Yes.  The father went away to the Caribou Gold Rush.  
         And the mother followed him.   
          
         Imbert:   The mother followed him?  
          
         Grace:    Yes.  They didn't go away together.  He went away 
         first and he sent for the mother and the baby, but the 
         grandparents wouldn't let the baby go.   
          
         Imbert:   Then the mother died after?  
          
         Grace:    Yes.  The mother never came back.  She died down, 



         she's buried in Victoria. 
          
         Imbert:   She didn't have any other brothers and sisters? 
          
         Grace:    Children.  No, no, she was the only one.  
          
         Imbert:   Well then, would you give something about her early 
         life, sort of briefly, like where she grew up and so on?  
          
         Grace:    Well, she grew up in Masset.  She was raised there by 
         her grandparents and she had...  There was a lot of slaves and 
         she had a personal one.  She looked upon her as her own mother, 
         I guess, because she cried when this one died.  And she was 

ace:    (Indian), it was a Haida name.  I wouldn't know his 

e 

ge.  

 

bert:   What was his name?  

-- I'm not quite sure, mother 

 

orn 

bert:   The mission was at Masset?  

         raised there and at a very early age they married her off to 
         this young chief.  It gives the name there, doesn't it?  
          
         Imbert:   What was his name?  
          
         Gr
         English name.  But he died also very young and there was no 
         children from that first marriage.  And then she went away, 
         she... They tried to marry her off to another chief, which sh
         put her foot down then, and went with the family of the 
          
          
         Hudson's Bay factor there.  Oxford I think was his name.  
         Offert was the name, and he had two daughters of mother's a
         So when they were moved to Port Simpson she went with them to 

          Port Simpson.  And then she entered Thomas Crosby's Girls' Home
         and that's where she learned to do things.  She never knew how 
         to do things before.  They taught her how to do things in the 
         house, you know, sweeping, and cooking, and things like that.  
         And that's where my father, who was around, travelling around 
         then, was in Port Simpson; they met there.  My father is from 
         the village here.  He was also the chief's grandson.  So they 
         married there and then they were sent here as an interpreter to
         the first missionary that came here, the Methodist missionary.  
          
         Im
          

ace:    Robson was his name          Gr
         could tell you.  And he interpreted the gospel, I guess they 
         call it those days, to his own people.  So it went over quite 
         all right, he had quite a following then.  The first missionary
         -- he also boarded with my mother and dad.  They helped him in 
         every way they could, you know, and he interpreted the sermons 
         to his own people then.  And she had two children when she 
         moved back here to Skidegate, but then the rest of us were b
         here.  I guess I was the first one to be born in Skidegate -- 

          I'm the third one of our family.  And she had eleven children. 
          
         Im
          
         Grace:    No, in Skidegate.  They were sent back to Skidegate.  
          

bert:   Oh yeah.  From Port Simpson?           Im
          



         Grace:    Port Simpson, yes.   

bert:   And then you grew up in Skidegate?  

ace:    Yes, all my life except, you know, two, three years I 

  

bert:   What was Sandspit then?  Was it a...  

 
.  

here are meadows there, I 

Yes.  There was already meadows there.  And he 
 and 

bert:   What year would that be in?  

remember years.  If my 

bert:   So that was before the First World War then?  

bert:   About 1906 or something.  

ace:    Yes, something like that.  We'll get the dates down, 

bert:   Was there beginning to be farming in the islands?  

bert:   Was this the only farm in the islands too?  

          
         Im
          
         Grace:    Yes, I grew up there.  Until I married and then I 
         left the village then.  
          
         Imbert:   Have you lived on this island pretty well all...  
          
         Gr
         lived in Victoria with friends.  And when we were married we 
         got married in Sandspit, the first marriage to be at Sandspit.
         And my husband owned the whole of Sandspit then.  
          
         Im
          
         Grace:    Oh, it was just...  They had a preemption, two 
         preemptions.  An Englishman by the name of Kood(?) had the
         point and my husband had the adjoining piece of land, Mathis
         He took Mathis in as a partner and the Mathis still own that 
         land, farm.   
          
         Imbert:   What was it used for in those days?  What did you 
         husband use it for?  
          
         Grace:    Oh, they had a farm there.  They had cattle and 
         horses, and you know, just...  
          

bert:   Was it a clear...?  T         Im
         suppose.  
          

ace:             Gr
         brought his prize stock from Chilliwack, this Mr. Kood(?),
         he took my husband as a partner.  
          
         Im
          

ace:    Oh, that would be... I don't          Gr
         husband had lived, we'd have been married now for fifty-five 
         years, if he had lived.  
          
         Im
          

ace:    Yes.           Gr
          
         Im
          
         Gr
         mother's, in the family Bible.  
          
         Im
          

ace:    We were the only ones there, we had no neighbors.           Gr
         Our closest neighbor was a Frenchman way down at Copper Bay, 
         and my...  
          
         Im



          
         Grace:    Oh no.  There were some, there was one at Tlell.  
         They took that one up first and then storms and high tides came 

bert:   That was your husband and his partner? 

ace:    Yes.  And they blazed that trail to Port Clements, 

bert:   What was at Port Clements in those days?  

ace:    Nothing.   

ace:    Yes.  Settlers began to drift in then, one by one.  

bert:   And they would come to Port Clements rather than to 

ace:    Yes, later on.  Of course there was nothing, no trail 

bert:   Now this is interesting.  Now this is all a part of the 

ace:    Oh yes.  Well, our first missionary I remember, 

 
, 

him.  A 

nd 

bert:   No blackboard or anything?  

ace:    No blackboard that I can remember of.  But he was 

bert:   Did you have much schooling there or did you...? 

mber 

 

         the same time and get flooded with the sea water, so they left 
         that.  And that's when they moved to Sandspit. 
          
         Im
          
         Gr
         which is now a road, the same route.   
          
         Im
          
          
         Gr
          
         Imbert:   It was just a way to a harbor, I suppose.  
          
         Gr
          
         Im
         this...  
          
         Gr
         or anything then until my husband and Mr. Kood(?) blazed the 
         trail.  I'm getting away from...  
          
         Im
         story that I'm interested to find out what you remember about 
         the islands in that way.  Well, can you remember any incidents 
         when you were growing up in Skidegate, any people that you can 
         remember or anything like that?  
          
         Gr
         because I was small when the first one or two came.  But I 
         remember a Freeman family came from there, just got married,
         newly-weds.  They came from Ontario and they were just a young
         good-looking couple and they came out and they stayed in the 
         village for ten years.  And he was the first teacher I 
         remember.  We went, he taught us.  We went to school to 
         little room behind the mission house, a lean-to, hardly any 
         lights.  Well, there were some windows but very poor light, a
         no desks.  We sat on straight benches and wrote on slates on 
         our laps.   
          
         Im
          
          
         Gr
         very strict and I clashed with him many times.  (laughs)  
          
         Im
          
         Grace:    I got all my schooling there and then some more 
         teachers got coming out from Ontario.  There was one I reme
         so well, Miss Ross.  She was a very good teacher and a very 
         good person.  And apart from teaching us she used to teach us



         sewing, and knitting and all those things.   
          
         Imbert:   This would be before the turn of the century, 

ace:    Yes.  

  

ace:    Methodist.  And Masset was Anglican.   

bert:   I see.  Skidegate, by the time you were there, was 

ace:    Well, it was an old, there was a lot of old lodges 

cutting 

bert:   At that time though some of them were Christians, was 

ace:    Most of them were, yes start to turn...  

ace:    Some of them were really still wanted to cling to the 

bert:   Then when abouts did a change of feeling come towards 

hen... I think 
 

bert:   That's right.  Does his family come from Skidegate?  

race:    His mother was born here.  

  Well now, do you 
member Emily Carr when she came?  

         wouldn't it?  
          
         Gr
          
         Imbert:   And that would be the first school in the islands 
         really, would it?  Or was there another one at Masset before?
          
         Grace:    Yes.  I don't know whether there was one there or 
         not, but that was the first one here.  
          
         Imbert:   Was this...  What denomination was Skidegate?  
          
         Gr
          
         Im
         Skidegate an old village, or was a new village created by 
         the...? 
          
         Gr
         still there, and a lot of totem poles.  And my father being the 
         chief's son had lots to say about a lot of the totem poles. 
          
         And the missionaries, of course, at that time said that they 
         had to do away with all those old things.  They were 
         heathenish, and everything.  And I remember my father 
         down beautiful totem poles and cutting them up for kindling 
         wood and firewood.  He wanted to do away with all those old 
         things if they were going to become Christians.   
          
         Im
         it?  
          
         Gr
          

bert:   But some of them to some extent...           Im
          
         Gr
         old things.   
          
         Im
         totem poles and things like that?  When abouts was it realized 
         that this was not a really an obstacle to...? 
          

ace:    Oh, about ten or fifteen years ago w         Gr
         Bill Reed was really instrumental in bringing, trying to bring
         back the lost art.  Those days they were heathenish, now 
         they're art, you know.  
          
         Im
          
         G
          
         Imbert:   Yes.  That was at Skidegate.
         re



          
          
         Grace:    Yes, I remember her quite well.  

you could about, 
n remember about her?  

ere and she hired my brother's boat.  
 brother had a very good gas boat then, and he and his wife 

nd 
y 

, wasn't she?  

ok us to tea 
 in her studio, on the top floor in her apartment house.  I 

 here at all?  

ke to describe when you first met and 
ard about her, you know, just as it occurred?  

he was just a 
ry ordinary...  Of course she didn't become famous until 

pying the totem poles here in the old villages. 

se 
ys and how she appeared to you, what kind of a person she 

as just ordinary.  I don't remember anything 
tstanding about her.  She was very kind to us in Victoria -- 

a 

 

          
         Imbert:   Could you tell me everything that 
         ca
          
         Grace:    Well, she came h
         My
         took her around.  They went to the west coast and then they 
         went down the coast to Skedance.  And my brother's wife went 
         along to make things comfortable for her and do the cooking a
         take care of her, as it were.  But she didn't speak very kindl
         of them, of the trip afterwards though, which hurt them very 
         much because they were very good to her and did all they could 
         to help her, you know, in her...  
          
         Imbert:   She was quite a character
          
         Grace:    Yes.  I met her down in Victoria.  She to
         up
         guess it was on McKenzie street, wasn't it?  In Victoria, she 
         had a big house there.  And then she raised sheep dogs, bred 
         them in the back yard, lots of...  
          
         Imbert:   Do you remember her coming
          
         Grace:    Yes I do.  
          
         Imbert:   Would you li
         he
          
         Grace:    Yes.  I met her and she was, I thought s
         ve
         after she died, did she?  Well, she just came here like anybody 
          
          

se, you know, just looking around and taking...  Painting,          el
         co
          

ter in tho         Imbert:   Do you remember anything about her charac
         da
         looked like?  
          
         Grace:    She w
         ou
         my sister lived there then and she invited us to afternoon te
         in her studio.  And it was, you never saw such a cluttered up 
         place.  She had birds there and an animal that smelled so bad, 
         and she was hooking rugs, big rugs then, with Indian designs on
         it, and also paintings she showed us.  
          

od impression here          Imbert:   But she didn't leave a very go
         then?  
          

  Not an outstanding one, no.            Grace:  
          



         Imbert:   This is extraordinary because one gets the impression 

fine with them when she was here.  
ey did all they could to help her and took her around.  I 

them in the village.   

bert:   Who was she staying with?  

rother and his wife.  

 was the oldest of my mother's 
mily, and he was a chief councillor at that time and he owned 

?  

 you remember anything else in your early 
fe, any outstanding event, anything that happened?  

't 
t us go to any of the village dos and dances.  There was very 

e 

 seem a rather hard thing?  

ace:    No, no.  We didn't know any different, you know.  We 
ew that my dad was the boss and we had to do what he said.  

's family 

         from her writings that she had a great feeling for Indian 
         people everywhere she went.  
          
         Grace:    Well, she got along 
         Th
         couldn't remember just where I met her.  I guess we had sold 
         the Sandspit then and was living over here when I met her.   
          
         Imbert:   Where did she stay?  
          
         Grace:    She stayed right with 
          
          
         Im
          
         Grace:    I think she stayed with my b
          
         Imbert:   What was his name?  
          
         Grace:    Russ, Billy Russ.  He
         fa
         this boat.  And she hired the boat to take her around.  
          
         Imbert:   It was just the one visit that she made, was it
          
         Grace:    Yes.   
          
         Imbert:   Now, can
         li
          

ouldn         Grace:    My mother, my father was very strict and he w
         le
         few, just the old time dances they put on now and again.  And 
         the only thing he allowed us to go was to church and Sunday 
         school and those kind of things.  I don't remember any 
         pleasures of any other kind.  And we all had to be home befor
         dark and if we weren't home he'd bellow the town down.  
         (laughs)  And we'd all come running home.  
          

or...?          Imbert:   Did you take all this for granted 
          
         Grace:    Oh yes. 
          
         Imbert:   Or did it
          
          
         Gr
         kn
          
         Imbert:   Were others in the village like him too?  
          
         Grace:    The Gladstone family -- you know, Bill Reed
         -- were the two families that I remember so well because Mrs. 
         Gladstone was having these children.  She had quite a few of 
         them, and Sophie -- Bill's mother -- was one of them.  I think 
         she was the third or the fourth child she had.  So then there 



         was our family and the Gladstone family and we sort of grew up 
         together, really.  There was a few others, very few.  
          
         Imbert:   What you mean, that were strict in a sense?  
          
         Grace:    No, that were there, yes. 
          
         Imbert:   It was not a large village?  

ywhere.  

me in the 
land?  I mean south of here at that time?  

ent down there to 
ild a church and I remember going with him -- we were small 

 

t called over there?  

 

 I remember those times.  
ew people moved first, and then Gold Harbor people moved soon 

ou remember...?  Of course there were quite a few 
nghouses still.  

in one of them because my 
 here, he built a house, a modern 

I guess, that come 

ar?  

her had a little mill that was 
n by the water power in the creek there.  And he used to make 

rn 

re very 
ing $50 or 

          
         Grace:    No.  Now there's children ever
          
         Imbert:   Were there any other villages in your ti
         is
          
         Grace:    Well there was at Clew.  My father w
         bu
         children then.  And he was there and built a church and then 
         another one over on Maude Island.  He went over there and built
         a church there too.  
          
         Imbert:   What was tha
          
         Grace:    Gold Harbor, it's on Maude Island. 
          
         Imbert:   But they eventually all...  
          
         Grace:    They all moved to Skidegate. 
         Cl
         afterwards.  
          
         Imbert:   Do y

 the old lo         of
          
         Grace:    Yes.  We didn't live 

ther, as soon as he got back         fa
         house, you know.  We had rooms in it, livingroom.  
          
         Imbert:   Where did the lumber come from?  
          
         Grace:    It used to come on the freighter, 

re twice a year then.          he
          
         Imbert:   Just twice a ye
          
         Grace:    Yes.  And then my fat
         ru
         furniture.  Like I remember our dining table, it was a round 
         one and the legs were all carved and he did all that out of 
         yellow cedar.  And he used to build chairs, and he used to 
         build fences, and he built most of the early houses, the mode
         houses in the village.     
          

s main occupations?            Imbert:   That was one of hi
          
         Grace:    Yes.  And he used to trap.  Bear skins we

pensive then.  In those early days he used to br         ex
          



         $60 each.  And he'd go out trapping in the fall and in the 
         spring, and fishing as well.  There was a dogfish plant rig
         here; they rendered the oil out.  And he would go fishing fo

ht 
r 

  
h the mainland? 

  

heir 

ou describe one or two of them to me?  

m 
king them.  And I remember waking up in the morning with the 

.  

ge 

 They'd hew it out roughly and then bring it to the 
llage to finish it. 

ace:    Yes.  And they were just hacked out of this.  And 
en they were ready to spread out they'd put water in this 

o 
 

y'd split it and then they 

would open out like that.  The canoes 
e then.  And I used to watch them as a 

 a 
s 

would paint it too?  

s all finished, ready for 
unching.  And then they'd put these cross bars in it, you 

         that in the summer, in the spring and fall.  
                                                                        
         Imbert:   How would there be communication wit
         Was there only the freighters they had twice a year?  
                                                                        
         Grace:    Yes.                                         
           
         Imbert:   Or was there any other way of communicating?  
          
         Grace:    Well, some of the canoes used to go over with t
         products.  Like they'd trade, go over there and trade things 
         they put up here and things they couldn't get. 
          
         Imbert:   Those were the big old canoes?  
          
         Grace:    Yes.  
          
         Imbert:   Could y
          
         Grace:    Oh, they were great big canoes.  I remember the
         ma
         sound of the axes or whatever they used to make those canoes
         They'd go way back in the woods and pick out a great big cedar 
         tree.  And it seemed to me there were a lot of helpers along 
         with them.  Some had slaves to help them and others just 
         friends and they would just hew it out in a shape of a canoe 
         and bring it out, and they'd work on it right in the villa
         there.  
          
         Imbert:  
         vi
          
          
         Gr
         wh
         canoe and throw rocks, hot rocks, in it and steam it open.  S
         that's how they open them.  They would be almost round before
         and the steam would open it out.  
          
         Imbert:   It would be round and the

t the water in it.          pu
          
         Grace:    And then it 

re more in the shap         we
         child, you know.  They would measure, they'd drill holes all 
         through it to get the same width.  They'd drill holes and put
         stick in there and that's how they measure it, how thick it wa
         all over.  It had to be the same width, you know, thickness, 
         all through.  
          
         Imbert:   They 
          
         Grace:    They'd paint it after it wa
         la



         know, where they would sit for paddling.  
          
         Imbert:   What paints would they use?  
          
         Grace:    Well, there are lot of stones, red stones.  (laughs)  

is place is named after it in the Haida name, you know, of 

y ground up and made the red 
int.  

 What would they mix it with?  

t was oil, or whether 

off if it was water.  It 

  They used a lot of 

d they get the pitch from?  

oles in it.  
ke this year, and next year there'd all be just pitch running 

they have ceremonies and things like that in 
noe and the tree and cutting it down, anything 

n 
ey were launching it.  They didn't name their canoes, there 

ny with the launching?  

remember those? 

g on.  

 

may give a feast or 
ers.  

tly Christian 

ere just turning.  

ven up the old 

         Th
         those stones in Skidegate here.  
          
         Imbert:   That means red stones?  
          
         Grace:    Yes.  Red stones that the
         pa
          
         Imbert:  
          
         Grace:    I couldn't tell you.  Whether i
         it was water, but they made it.  
          
         Imbert:   Of course it would wash 
         would have to be some kind, possibly. 
          
         Grace:    Yes.  Gum maybe, maybe pitch.
         pitch, I remember. 
          
         Imbert:   Where woul
          
         Grace:    From the trees.  I tell you, they cut h
         Li
         out of it.   
          
         Imbert:   Did 

oosing a ca         ch
         like that?  
          

e that I know of.  But there was quite a do whe         Grace:    Non
         th
         was no names attached to it, but...  
          
         Imbert:   But there was quite a ceremo
          
         Grace:    Yes.  
          
         Imbert:   Do you 
          
         Grace:    Quite an excitement goin
          
         Imbert:   Singing and dancing, I suppose. 
          
         Grace:    Oh no, not quite that.  The owner 

mething like that, you know, for the help         so
          
         Imbert:   Because in those days then they were mos

en then, was it?           ev
          
         Grace:    Yes, they w
          
         Imbert:   Yes, so that they would have gi



         ceremonies?  

 they gave up a lot of the old ceremonies.  

ight along.  

e very rough trips.  But they'd 
ay.  There would be four or five canoes travelling together 

 

ace:    No, when the sailing was good they would be just a 
rson in the stern steering the canoe, you know, with the 

 
he 

sail sort of?  

 the sail made out of?  

be?  

e be sails before the white man came?  

uld 
 able to tell you.   

 the wind...  The prevailing wind was across to the mainland, 

.  

wind was against you coming back, how would 
ey...  

e?  

          
         Grace:    Yes,
          
         Imbert:   These boats had sails didn't they?  
          
         Grace:    Yes, they had sails and they'd skim r
         I've crossed in them, crossed the Hecate Straits.  
          
         Imbert:   In rough weather?  
          
         Grace:    Oh, some of them wer
         st
         and they would go up to Tlell or down here at Capa Bay and camp
         for days until they got a suitable day and then they'd go 
         across.  It had to fair weather, fair wind.  
          
         Imbert:   Did they paddle as well as sail?  
          
          
         Gr
         pe
         paddle.  Then there would be a person near the mast to control
         the sail, you know, in case it got too, wind got too strong 
         would shorten the sail.  
          
         Imbert:   It was a square 
          
         Grace:    Yes.   
          
         Imbert:   What was
          
         Grace:    Canvas, I guess.   
          
         Imbert:   What color would it 
          
         Grace:    White.   
          
         Imbert:   Would ther
          
         Grace:    I couldn't tell you.  It seems to me...  Mother wo
         be
          

ow that because it...  Well then how,          Imbert:   I'd like to kn
         if
         isn't it?   
          
         Grace:    Yes
          
         Imbert:   If the 
         th
          

They'd come back and wait for another...           Grace:    
          
          

bert:   They'd have to wait for a wind off the lak         Im
          



         Grace:    Yes.  
          
         Imbert:   Could the wind come sideways and take you across?  

n 
en they got the fishing boats -- my father had one of them -- 

.  

..  

ard.   

e back again. 
ey'd have to wait for the wind to cross.  

re many accidents with canoes in the old 

d they could land anywhere 
o 

rly days that you remember?  Any adventures you had or 

ves are very... the same.  We used to go 
ross with them whenever they went across, I remember that.  

 

ow long would that take?  

ow it take a gas boat 
ven or eight hours, but these boats, with a fair wind, 

go in the early part of the day.  

 early daylight maybe. 

ghtfall?  

          
         Grace:    I think so.  There was no keel or anything.  Later o
         wh
         centre board, then they would tack against the wind.   
          
         Imbert:   The canoe itself...?  
          
         Grace:    No, this would be boats
          
         Imbert:   But the canoes never had a.
          
         Grace:    No, they never had the centre bo
          
         Imbert:   It would have been very difficult to com
         Th
          
         Grace:    Yes.   
          
         Imbert:   Were the
         days, or were they very careful?  
          
         Grace:    They were very careful an
         with a canoe and pull it up, you know.  Whereas you couldn't d
         that with a sail boat because you'd have to anchor it out.   
          
         Imbert:   Any incidents now connected with anything in the 
         ea
         anybody else had?  
          
         Grace:    No, our li
         ac
         My mother would sit and my father always had...  There was no 
         deck or anything on these canoes, you know, or the boats.  
         Later on when he got this sail boat, or fishing boat, he'd go 

o          across on that a few times.  And he'd always have a canvas t
         throw over us when the boat began to take on water.  And mother
         would always have a baby and she was scared of the water 
         anyway, you know.  She'd sit there and she wouldn't get her 
         head covered.  She had to sit out and watch the waves.  
         (laughs)  
          
         Imbert:   H
          
         Grace:    Oh, it'd take hours.  You kn
         se
         travels quite fast; canoes especially -- they used to skim 
         right along over the waves.  
          
         Imbert:   And would...  You'd 

uld it...           Wo
          
         Grace:    Yes,
          
         Imbert:   Would you be there before ni



          
         Grace:    Yes, we used to come back here.  And mother had fruit 

ee, currants, and raspberries, black currants.  Us children 

ean what would 
u go over to the mainland for?  

ace:    Well, my father used to go fishing there, the Skeena.  

k in the cannery for a 
ort time.  

 would be the canneries at Port Essington or at 
e mouth of...? 

xton.  There was a lot of canneries all up 
d down the river then.  Around every point there seemed to be 

 you ever go up the Skeena?  

er go up the Skeena?  

 went up last 
mmer, up to (name) along the river is the farthest I ever 

   Was there much, in your young days, do you remember 
was much rivalry or enmity between the Haidas and the 

an 
member anything.  But before that I guess there always was.  

gs towards them, it's 

 No, no, yeah.  

oday?  

 again.  What they have heard, 
u know, the young people.  

Oh, I see.  

         tr
         we used to make for that first thing.  (laughs)  
          
         Imbert:   What would you be doing over there?  I m
         yo
          
          
         Gr
          
         Imbert:   So he'd take the family?  
          
         Grace:    Yes, yes.  Mother would wor
         sh
          
         Imbert:   That
         th
          
         Grace:    Yes, Cla
         an
         a cannery.  
          
         Imbert:   Did
          
         Grace:    Way up?  
          
         Imbert:   Did you ev
          
         Grace:    Just as far as Port Essington.  I
         su
         got.  
          
         Imbert:

ere          th
         (name)?  
          

Not in our day.  That was all over by the time I c         Grace:    
         re
         And the hangover still persists over there, the feeling towards 
         the Haidas crop up now and again.  
          
         Imbert:   It's not the Haidas feelin

e...           th
          
         Grace:   
          
         Imbert:   It still comes t
          
         Grace:    Yes, it crops up now and
         yo
          

 that plane to get out of the          Imbert:   I'm just waiting for
         way.  The noise of the plane will come through on there.  
         (laughs) 
          
         Grace:    



          
         Imbert:   This is very interesting indeed.  I mean, you know, 

at you're telling us.  It gives insights into things that...   

and from here?  

ine day you can, 
cause the crossing is much shorter from Tlell. 

 there?  

ace:    They have done in the earlier days but not in my 

  Mostly from Tlell then? 

This is the fourth of four living memory sample 
pes.  The speakers are Mrs. Stephens and her mother, Mrs. 

 they, 
 Masset?  

Dave Cullison, wasn't it?  

st one or 
t.  My mother will be able to tell you that.  Well there is, 

, pulpits. 

         wh
         Are there any other incidents that, any particularly dangerous 
         trips in canoes that you remember?  Any excitement in that way? 
          
         Grace:    No, none that I remember.  But I guess it was pretty 
         grim sometimes.  But anytime we went across there the weather 
         was watched so carefully because the children were along.  They 
         didn't take any chances, they had to wait for a good day even 
         if they had to wait a week.   
          
         Imbert:   Can you see the mainl
          
         Grace:    If you go up the coast to Tlell on a f
         be
          
         Imbert:   But would you go up to Tlell across from
          
         Grace:    Yes, yes.  They used to go up there and camp.  
          
         Imbert:   Wouldn't go further up to the...  
          
          
         Gr
         time.  
          
         Imbert: 
          
         Grace:    Yes.  
          
         (END OF SIDE A) 
          
         (SIDE B) 
          
         Imbert:   
         ta
         Russ, from the Queen Charlotte Islands.  Mrs. Stephens 
         interprets for her mother.  They are Haida Indians.  
          

t         Imbert:   I suppose the Anglicans came in first, didn'
         to
          

, yes.            Grace:    Yes
          
         Imbert:   And that was 
          
         Grace:    Yes.  I don't know whether he was the fir
         no
         I believe, an unwritten understanding that the Anglicans will 
         have the north end and the Methodists and south end.  
          
         Imbert:   That's very interesting that...  
          
         Grace:    But now they begin to exchange now
          
          



         Imbert:   But they didn't...  In other words the Masset people 

rch, in a sense, didn't...  

.  They had 
re workers in the church down here, like teachers.   

nse.  

   So it seemed very far away and they were a distinct 
oup of people. 

 connection.  

nt back there to stay.  She 
he 

r 
 that a secret?  (laughs)  

ace:    (laughs) Oh, I'll be seventy-seven in April, 12th of 
ril.  And they came up here the next May.  

 

ll, you're seventy-six 

   Yeah.  They were here for sixteen years and they 
enough capital in that time to...  He traded, he had a 

e, 
t 

d 

 islands?  

         kept their old ways more, did they? 
          
         Grace:    Yes, yes.  
          
         Imbert:   That the chu
          
         Grace:    They didn't have the same kind of workers
         mo
          
         Imbert:   Yeah, so that they didn't educate them in a se
          
         Grace:    No.  Remember those old days you, it was just as far 
         to go to Vancouver as to go to Masset because there is no 
         trails, no nothing.  Now you can motor up there in an hour or 
         two.  
          
         Imbert:
         gr
          
         Grace:    Yes.   
          
         Imbert:   Not much
          
         Grace:    No.  My mother never we
         went there to visit once or twice but that's all.  And when t
         people came here to run this oil...  There were some people 
         here before, but when the Tennat's came, they were married the 
         same day I was born.  I was born on April 12th and they were 
         married April 13th and they came up here the next month.  
          

 o         Imbert:   Would you like to tell me the year you were born,
         is
          
          
         Gr
         Ap
          
         Imbert:   What year would that be?  
          
         Grace:    You know, I could never... 
          
         Imbert:   Seventy-seven next April.  We

w.           no
          
         Grace: 

ilt          bu
         big store here and he bought the fish and run the plant ther
         refined the oil from the dogfish.  Sold that and then he bough
         furs, furs and...  Yeah, I guess that's all he did.  But in 
         that short time he made enough money to retire to Victoria and 
         they bought a home there and a lot of property, and they move
         away.  And in a year or two they sent for me -- I used to stay 
         with them here -- they sent for me and I lived down there with 
         them for two or three years in Victoria.   
          
         Imbert:   That was the first industry in the



          
         Grace:    Yes.  And the first post office.  
          
         Imbert:   Because that would be some time for the land boom 

e in the 1880s, wouldn't it?  

whole of 
e island.  

 was it called then?  

 lot of names from the 
t 

  That was in this bay here?  

ears.  

was started before that and he took it over.  

race:    I couldn't tell you that.  That was, you know, I'd be 
 already going when they came here. 

ace:    Dogfishing, yes.  

bert:   Only dogfish?  

ter on, much later, they had the 
 in this bay.   

ace:    No.  No salmon canning here.   

bert:   What did they do with the dogfish oil?  

't they use it for 
hat exactly.  

ace:    Yes.  I know that Tennat himself used to refine the 
em in great big tall 

ilers first -- he had three of those great big tall ones -- 

         and all that sort of thing. 
          
         Grace:    Yes, yes.  
          
         Imbert:   That would b
          
         Grace:    Yes, this was the first post office on the 
         th
          
         Imbert:   What
          
         Grace:    Skidegate.  He had to get a
         reserve to be able to get the post office here, so he gave i
         the name of Skidegate.  
          
         Imbert:   Where was that?
          
         Grace:    Yes, right down here was the post office for y
         And my husband and I looked after the post office for years.   
          
         Imbert:   And they had...  He, was he the man that started the 
         industry here?  
          
         Grace:    No, it 
          
         Imbert:   Who started it?  
          
         G
         only small then, when it was
          
         Imbert:   And this was for dogfish?  
          
         Gr
          
         Im
          

ace:    Yes.  Of course la         Gr
         canned clams as well here,
          
         Imbert:   But there's no salmon canning?  
          
         Gr
          
         Im
          

ace:    I couldn't tell you that.  Didn         Gr
         oiling railroads and things?  I couldn't tell you t
          
         Imbert:   It's an oily fish, is it?  
          
         Gr
         oil in great big tanks.  They'd put th
         bo



         and then to refine them he had a great big tank.  Maybe a tank 
         that long and that deep.  
          
         Imbert:   How long would that be?  
          
         Grace:    Like from the wall to here.  

feet?  

ace:    Oh, about eight or nine feet and deep, yes, and deep 
ch the oil 

iling in there, cleared.  And then he'd put them in wooden 

 

rs 

ace:    Yes, yes.   

ey be largely Haidas that went fishing?  

ace:    Well, some people come in from the outside also and 

ace:    Oh, at that time it was by line, hooks and bait.  But 
oom on for the 
nken nets.  And that 

s like a gold rush during the War, this last War here.  

't only be for dogfish though, would 
?  

ace:    Yes.  Yes it was... 

ot.  I guess there was halibut 
usband was here buying the 

y 
s sent in by boat and the people that bring in the livers 

          
         Imbert:   Could you tell me in so many 
          
         Gr
         -- about three feet deep.  And they used to wat
         bo
         barrels and the way he kept track of the gallons that went in 
         there was he had a row of buttons.  He'd put one button here 
         and then another one, another one, until he know exactly how 
         many gallons was going into each barrel.  And then that was 
         shipped out.  By this time, by the time he got the post office
         there was a monthly boat then that used to bring the mail and 
         supplies for his store and take away whatever he had here, fu
         and oil and things.   
          
         Imbert:   So that began to provide employment for people?  
          
         Gr
          
         Imbert:   And would th
          
         Gr
         went fishing in their boats.  
          
         Imbert:   How do they catch the dogfish?  
          
         Gr
         later on during the War, when there was a b
         vitamins that were in the oil, they had su
         wa
          
         Imbert:   This last War?  
          
         Grace:    Yes.  People made money hand over fist.  
          
         Imbert:   Well, that wouldn
         it
          
         Gr
          

:   Halibut?  That would be liver, wouldn't it be?           Imbert
          
         Grace:    Dogfish livers they g

shing going on too, but my h         fi
         livers.  And $10,000 would go like that in a day.  The mone
         wa
         would put them in barrels on the dock.  And whenever the money 
          
         came Ed would have a payday and everybody was paid off; 
         $10,000 went like that.  
          



         Imbert:   That's interesting.  That was another one of the 

bay was just full of boats then from 
or 

like a gold rush, everybody 
s making piles of money.  My grandson, who was going to 

 
  

        

he 
eople 

ke that?  

ace:    Yeah, there's quite a lot of chiefs and my father was 
ime.  

 than hundred years ago the whole of the islands 
longed to the Haidas.  See, each village or each chief or 

  Yes.  All worked out.  I remember we used to have to 
rries at certain places.  We'd have to ask the people 

at owned, that had a right to that piece of land before we 
government comes 
ots of reserves.   

re.  

bert:   And it was regarded that it was all his property?  

ace:    Well, he was the chief there.  And then, of course, 
 then each group would have 

bert:   That must have brought a lot of chiefs in?  

         booms that were in the island.  
          

ace:    Yes, yes.  The          Gr
         the dock to the float over here.  And they had floats here f
         the nets.  That was another time 
         wa
         university down in Vancouver then, he'd come up as soon as 
         school was out.  He'd go fishing.  He went with someone from 
         Vancouver.  He'd go up the coast and we'd never see him except
         when he come in for more supplies, and he'd make thousands.
  
         Imbert:   Pay his way through university, all right.  
          
         Grace:    Yes. 
          
         Imbert:   Can you remember any outstanding people in t
         village?  You know, characters, there'd be chiefs and p
         li
          
         Gr
         the grandson of the chief that owned the village at that t
         And another thing with the, you know, just hundred years ago, 
         not much more
         be
         each group who'd own certain piece of land from point to point, 
         and everything that came ashore there or even the berries that 
         grew there belonged to them.  From family to family handed 
         down.  
          
          
         Imbert:   This was all carefully worked out?  
          
         Grace:  

ck be         pi
         th
         could go onto it.  But then of course then the 

 and takes it all, gives them just little pl         in
          
         Imbert:   Did you...  You spoke about your father owning the 
         village.  What did that mean? 
          
         Grace:    His grandfather, his grandfather.  
          
         Imbert:   His grandfather rather, yes.  
          

ace:    He was the chief the         Gr
          
         Im
          
         Gr
         when the other villages moved in and

eir own chief too, you know.            th
          
         Im
          
         Grace:    Yes, there was quite a lot of chiefs.  They all had 



         their standing.  
          
         Imbert:   Would they all work together?  Would they ele

erall chief then?  
ct one 

no election, hereditary chiefs.  

ditary chief that was over the other 
es?  

ace:    In the village, I think it's in certain villages 
ere was one head one.  

  But when it got to Skidegate they all remained sort 
 independent?  

hen later on they got, they elected a 
uncil.  I remember my father was the chief councillor.  I 

bert:   It's really like a mayor, isn't it?  

en my father got too 
rs.  He's dead 

rtain extent to suggest things too.  I'm very interested both 
ld 
, in 

tail actually.   

t down for you, which you had to follow.  (Indian)  She says 
pect for one 
nother.  

 this is just what I would like to know.  

e said in the old days they had so much 
spect for one another.  A person dares not say anything 

ause a 
the way 

         ov
          
         Grace:    There's 
          
          
         Imbert:   But one here
         on
          
         Gr
         th
          
         Imbert: 
         of
          
         Grace:    Yes, yes.  And t
         co
         guess he was the first chief councillor.  
          
         Im
          
         Grace:    Yes, and he...  They were elected and then he had 
         other councillors in with him.  And then wh
         old my brother was the chief councillor for yea
         too, now.   
          
         Imbert:   Well, I think this is fine.  Thank you very much 
         indeed.  Thank you Ian.   
          

hink I will leave it to you, Mrs. Stephens, to a          Imbert:   I t
         ce
         in the legends and in her early life and things that she wou

arly days and what she remembers         like to tell us about her e
         de
          
         (Mrs. Stephens translates for her mother) 
          
         Agnes:    (Indian)  She said that in the old days they just 

ording to rule.  You know, things were just          lived absolutely acc
         se
         that in the old days that everybody had res

other, respect for the standing of one a         an
          
         Imbert:   Hold it just a second.  I'm just going to move this 
         mike over. 
          
         Agnes:    (Indian)   
          
         Imbert:   Yes, okay, now we can go on.  This is very 
         interesting,
          
         Agnes:    (Indian)  Sh
         re
         insulting or anything like that about anyone else, bec
         person with high standing, if you said anything out of 



         about him it was, that was insulting in any way, why he could 
 

 to 

 

nes:    (Indian)  She said that in the old days you couldn't, 

s today when everybody's wild and can say any old 
ing about anybody and get away with it.  It wasn't like that 

oing to put you to shame by giving away all 

bert:   Would this apply to anybody whether they were in the 

  (Indian)  Anyone that's...  (Indian)  She says that 
e not speak in belittling way about anyone that was in 

 you to shame and take it up.  

 

body 
lked bad things.  Yeah, you have to speak with high respect 

bert:   It didn't apply to the lower people?  

 

d 
members, any 

tstanding things?  

nes:    (Indian)  She said she was left in her... I guess her 

big knife to cut the tobacco with.  It 
s left on the table and she got playing with that and smashed 

 

         go and ask for a public apology, as it were.  And he would give
         a lot of goods away to put this person that said this thing
         him to shame, you know.  And he would have to return that to 
         clear himself too.  (Indian)  She said to ask her any questions 
         you want to know.  
          
         Imbert:   Yes.  Well now, what are her earliest memories when 
         she was in Masset?  What can she remember first about her life
         there?  
          
         Ag
         you had to be very careful what, you know, of what you say, 
         especially if anyone that's high.  (Indian)  She said it isn't 
         like it i
         th
         in the old days.  
          
         Imbert:   They had respect for...  
          
         Agnes:    They had to have a lot of respect for your fellow 
         man, or else they g
         this.  
          
         Im
         chief's family or not? 
          
         Agnes:  

u dar         yo
         the higher bracket, as it were, in the social standing, because 
         they really going to put
          
         Imbert:   Could you speak about people that were lower than you
         in a slighting way?  
          
         Agnes:    (Indian)  No, it was only the high people.  No
         ta
         about anyone that was in the higher bracket than yourself.  
          
         Im
          
         Grace:    No, no.  If you ask her any other question she'll... 
          

bert:   Could she tell us about any incidents that happene         Im
         in her young days, you know, anything that she re
         ou
          
         Ag
         mother was still there when she was left in the house alone, 
         asleep.  And she climbed up on the table.  And those days she 
         said they had a great 
         wa
         the windows with it, and her hands were all cut up.  And an old 
         lady found her, and of course there was blood on her face and 
         her hands.  Her face wasn't cut but her hands were all cut.  An
         old lady found her and carried her home to her grandfather's 
          



         house and there was a lot of people there, drinking, I suppose, 
         and everybody got crying and they made a great to do about her, 
         her face and her hands.  But when they washed her face they 
         found her face wasn't cut.  And this woman was given a lot of 
         blankets, you know, instead of money, of course.  (Indian)  Ten 
         blankets, twenty blankets they gave this old woman that found 
         her.  (Indian)  She said there was no money around, they just 
         paid for anything with blankets.   
          
         Imbert:   Any other incidents now that you might suggest?  
          
         Agnes:    (Indian)  She said you ask her anything that she'll 
         try just to answer. 
          
         Imbert:   Does she, what does she remember about her life as 

owing up in the chief's family, you know what I mean, and her 

nes:    (Indian)  She lived within her grandfather's house. 

se? 

 and she thought an awful lot of 
her.  
 And 

e fell down in those big chief houses -- there were tiers.  

d she fell down from the top onto the floor, she said, and 
 big fuss over her then.  
went to pick some.  (Indian)  

e said that they went to pick strawberries, wild straw- 
 

  

         gr
         position, and the slaves and so on that she had?  
          
         Ag
         There was a lot of slaves.  
          
         Grace:    How many slaves in your grandfather's hou
          
         Agnes:    Eight.  Eight slaves.  She had one personal one, of 
         course, that took care of her
         her.  I guess she looked upon her as if she was her mot
         She knew her grandmother but she never knew her mother. 
         sh
         In her grandfather's house.  How many?  (Indian)  There's two, 
         in Masset, the...  
          
         Imbert:   The hole in the ground?  
          
          

 there but there were tiers, two of them          Agnes:    It's still
         an
         was hurt.  (Indian)  And they made a

ndian)  Wild strawberries.  They          (I
         Sh
         berries.  They used to go along the ground, you know, and pick
         them up.  And they used to gather buckets of it those days.  
         And they were up there picking berries and all of a sudden it 
         got dark in the middle of the day, it got pitch dark.  And they 

 of          were so frightened they all collected under a tree and some
         them were crying and they were so scared.  And then after, she 
         thought about two hours, I don't know, it could be a hour or 
         two, it started to get light again and they tore home for all 
         they were worth.  That was the full eclipse of the sun. 
          
         Imbert:   Does she remember how old she was then?  
          
         Agnes:    Well, she says that she would be that big, you know. 

irls.         She was big enough to go out berries picking with other g
          
         Imbert:   Was she six or seven years old?  
          
         Grace:    Yeah, six or seven, yes.  



          
         Agnes:    (Indian)  She said she never knew
         were those days, just by your size you could

ndian)  Yes, she said that she was hearin

 just how old you 
 judge.  (laughs)  
g about another one 

 time.  (Indian)  She said 
e's lived there so long she gets tired some times.  She 

ace:    Yes, of course her family, as I told you before, they 
 

re nobody could hunt there by land or sea from 

e 

 

ndmother 
ed to tell her, and that's why she's lived this long, she 

l 

 Yeah, they believed in those things so thoroughly 

 about that?  

urse it wasn't in her time -- but her grandmother's 

 

 the 
cks that they were tied to on top of this hill.  Anchored 

the 

         (I
         like it on the radio this summer some
         sh
         remembers all these things so far back.   
          
         Imbert:   Does she remember any of the stories that were told 
         to her in those days, any of the legends, anything to do with 
         her family?  
          
         Gr
         owned certain portions of land from point to point, as it were,
         or from inlet to inlet.  And her people's property was on the 
         west coast whe
         that strip of property.  And that's where her young husband 
         went to hunt sea lions, not sea lions but sea otter.  She 
         remembers one summer they went there they got six sea otter, 
         and they brought one young one home to her to play with.  She 
         says they were there.  When they're young they're white and sh
         had that for a pet to play with for a long time.  
          
         Agnes:    (Indian)  She said the thing her grandmother used to
         tell her about the, you know, about their family and their 
         lives, she still has it in her head, she says.  (Indian)  She 
         said she tried to live by those things that her gra
         us
         thinks.  
          
         Imbert:   I believe and feel and I've heard that there's a 

u         great deal of the ancient wisdom was in itself a very wonderf
         thing, there was a sort of philosophy of life.  
          

ace:            Gr
         that it used to come to pass, I guess.   
          

d like to tell          Imbert:   Is there anything of that that she woul
         us
          

 flood came -- of          Agnes:    (Indian)  She says that when the
         co
         grandmother used to tell about it and hand it down to her by 

 They were out living in this place I was          her grandmother. 
          
          

e.           telling you about, on the west coast, and the flood cam
         (Indian)  She, their land was covered for twenty days and they
         got into canoes and anchored to the highest peak behind the 

llage.  And they claimed that they were, they used to see         vi
         ro
         there for twenty days, she says, in the flood.  The island, 
         whole island, was covered.  (Indian)  She said one of her 
         ancestors, a woman, came down when the floods receded.  She 
         come down and there was no water, of course.  (Indian)  She 
         says that one of her late ancestors from way back, a woman, 
         came down.  She had this cane, I guess, and she put this in the 



         ground and she sang ten songs belonging to her ancestors in her 
en 

d 

nes:    (Indian)  They were all drowned, she says.  

bert:   So that the flood was just in this part, so the 

 it's 
st a legend or what it is.  It's a story anyway and it seems 

was taught and brought up in these rules of conduct or 
y of looking at life and things like that.  Is there anything 
at she could tell us about that?  

  Yes.  And they were the regular rules of conduct?  

ace:    Yes, yes.  

nes:    (Indian)  She said that she could tell...  
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         family, or...  And she stood there and did this, sang these t
         songs, and then when she pulled the cane out of the ground 
         there was this spring that shot up of water, fresh water.  An
         she says that spring is still there, she's seen it herself.  It 
         comes right out of the ground spurting out.  (Indian)  She says 
         if you went out there you could see it too.  
          
         Imbert:   What happened to the animals when the flood came?  
          
         Grace:    I don't know.  
          
         Ag
          
         Im
         animals...  
          
         Grace:    I don't know.  Of course I don't know whether
         ju
         to be.  
          
          
         Imbert:   About these ideas that she used to be ruled by, 
         covered by, and so on.  What nature were they?  I mean things 
         that she 
         wa
         th
          
         Grace:    Well, it was something that was handed down from 
         generation to generation, of course.  And it was their form of 
         living and what was respect, and what was, you know, bad, 
         and...  
          
         Imbert:   Would they be taught these by the...  
          
         Grace:    By the older generation.  
          

bert:          Im
          
         Gr
          
         Ag
          

bert:   This is the end of tape number four.           Im
          
          
         (END OF SIDE B) 
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