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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
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         Dick:     ...Name of old Dave Wiggins, he was a real doctor.  
         He'd set everything after I put the hay in, and he'd place them 
         just wherever he wants to put them.  And that's the way it was. 
          
         Third Party: And each rigging was for that horse.   
          
         Imbert:   What's going to happen, Martin, is this.  That 
         afterwards you'll be able to listen...  (speaks to third party)  
         Tell me a bit more about yourself.  How do you remember this 
         village here in the old days, you know, and when you were 
         growing up in it?  
          



         Dick:     Which village?  

bert:   Hazelton.  

s 

n 

bert:   Who were the outstanding people here when you were 

ck:     The Indian were the only people that was here before 

.   

bert:   What was it called?  

ck:     (Indian) they called it.  

ck:     Well, it's a long story.  In the olden days, I was 

 

  

ck:     Yeah that's right.  

ck:     Yeah, the birch bark.  They walk along the river to 

          
         Im
          
         Dick:     Hazelton.  Well I, when I come to know things I know 
         where I was at, I was in my own home.  Because my folks here 
         and my great-grandfather lived here.  So that's how I know thi
         Hazelton is my home because I was born right in Hazelton.  I 
         didn't know where I was born until after I knew things and the
         they told me I was born right up in my old father's house.  
         It's still there.  And I'm still living in it.  Yes, I'm still 
         living in it.  I had to do a lot of work, it took me two years 
         to put new foundation on it, you know, under it and put a roof 
         over it because the shakes it had was all pretty well...  Moss 
         was starting to come out on them, you know, pretty old.  One of 
         the first buildings ever, ever was built in Hazelton, that was 
         my house up here.  And I got it pretty well fixed up right now. 
          
         Im
         growing up?  Who were the important people, the Indian people 
         and the white people? 
          
          
         Di
         the white man ever come.  Yes, the first people that ever lived 
         here was...  Yeah, that's fine, thank you.  Just put it on 
         there.  Thanks, Tony.  That's one of my boys, one of my sons
          

bert:   Well then, of course this was a village here a long          Im
         way back, wasn't it, a long time ago?  
          

ck:     Yes, that's right.            Di
          
         Im
          
         Di
          

bert:   What did that mean?           Im
          
         Di
         told -- I don't remember this myself but I was told all about 
         it -- they call...  At nights the old people would take a birch
         bark and they'd put it on the end of a stick and they'd walk 
         along the river, along the river, you know, looking for great 
         big (inaudible). And they'd catch and they'd hook it.  He was 
         using this birch bark for light, like pit light.  And that's 
         why they call (Indian).  That's why they call (Indian) here.  
         That's how this place got its name (Indian).  
          

bert:   The "Kit"(?) means the village of...         Im
          
         Di
          
         Imbert:   And "Max"(?) is the birch bark.  
          
          
         Di



         catch salmon or whatever they can get, because at night, you 
         know, the salmon come near the beach, right close.  And that's 
         where they could get it and that's how they made their living 
         in the olden days, yeah.  Of course they had other ways to 
         catch salmon, you know, but they just done that, you know, just 
         like anyone, you know, they try everything.   
          
         Imbert:   Did you ever hear any stories from way back when the 
         white people first came here?   
          
         Dick:     Well, I've heard quite a little bit about it when 
         they first come here.  The first village we had was down here, 

ck:     Right down, yeah, right there at the junction there.  

bert:   Well, who was the first man, the first white man to 

ck:     A fellow by the name of Charlie Hemmings(?), and I 
t 

bert:   What did he come up here for?  

ck:     Well he came up here to start a store.  Start a 

bert:   Is that before Hanken came up?  

efore Hanken came up, 

bert:   Right where the church is now?  

ck:     Just past it, just past it.  That's where he had his 

bert:   Where did Hanken have his trading post when he came 

r side maybe?  Or was over on 

         right at the turn of the road.  I guess you know it, just past 
         the school here.  Well, that's where our first village was, and 
         I can just remember that and that was a good many years ago.  
         Yeah, that's where our first village was.  And when the white 
         man started to come in here, start settling around here...  So 
         the olden people they moved up here on reserves and they put a 
         line up on the hill there so the white man won't go by.  And 
         it's still that way right today.  If they didn't do that the 
         whole thing would have been taken up.   
          
         Imbert:   The village then was down at the point?  
          
         Di
          
         Im
         come up here?  
          
         Di
         know him.  Yes, I know him, I seen him.  I was pretty young bu
         I seen him.  
          
         Im
          
         Di
         store.  
          
         Im
          

ck:     Way before Hanken came up, way b         Di
         yeah.  Because Charlie Hemmings(?) was a...  Well, Arthur knows 
         Charlie Hemmings(?) just like I do.  Charlie Hemmings(?) had a 
         store just right up here at the foot of the hill.  
          
         Im
          
         Di
         little log house there, yeah.  
          
         Im
         over here?  
          
         Dick:     I just forget now.  
          

bert:   Was it over the othe         Im
         this side?  



          
         Dick:     I just forgot now.  I didn't hear too much about 
         Hanken, but I know Charlie Hemmings(?), I know him.  Yeah, 
         because my mother is related to Charlie Hemmings'(?) wife.  
         That's how I come to know a lot about Charlie Hemmings(?).  But 
         I didn't hear too much about the Hankens, no.  But I knew they 
         were here though.  I heard that they were here.   
          
          
         Imbert:   How did it get to be called Hazelton?  

ck:     Hazelton?  Well, they just, from what I learned from 

, 

bert:   When you were growing up in those early days, who 
nd 

ck:     Well, there, the biggest chief here, the head chief 

hat he did and that 

he was one of the biggest chiefs here.  There's 

 

 
d 

bert:   Katamaldo was his native name and the other is his 

ck:     Yeah, Katamaldo, yeah.  Katamaldo.   

s that thing is 

very important thing, you know.  Oh 

          
         Di
         people they call, there's a lot of hazels, hazel trees up here, 
         see.  And that's how come they call it Hazelton, Hazelton.  
         There's a lot of hazel trees up here, nothing but hazel trees
         hazelnut trees, you know.  Here, before the town was here, it 
         was nothing but hazelnut trees.  That's why they called it 
         Hazelton.  They didn't call it Hazelnut but they called it 
         Hazelton.  
          
         Im
         were the important Indian people here?  Who were the chiefs a
         so on that you remember?  
          
         Di
         here, is my great-grandfather, my father's father, and his name 
         is Katamaldo.  His pole is outside here.   
          

bert:   Tell me about him, and anything t         Im
         sort of thing.  
          

ck:     Well,          Di
         no other chief higher than he was because he was one of the 
         first chiefs.  And he done everything that the natives would 
         do.  He was a pretty wealthy man.  There were other chiefs but
         they weren't as wealthy as he was, because he was the first one 
         that ever had a pole carved on the Hazelton Reserve and it's 
         still standing yet outside here.  One of the first poles 
         carved.  So he was still the chief and Katamaldo still the
         chief today, although he's a young man.  He inherited the ol
         man's position.  Yeah.  Katamaldo today is Tommy Dazel he's a 
         young man, very young fellow.  
          
          
         Im
         white man's name?  
          
         Di
          

bert:   Can we hold it a minute, Ian?  I gues         Im
         making a hell of a noise.   
          

ck:     ...because that's          Di
         yes.  Yeah, I'll have more time after five o'clock.  (Break in 
         tape)  No, might find them. Yeah, okay that's fine.  (Break in 
         tape) 
          



         Imbert:   I wanted to ask you about...  Do you remember 

ck:     (Name) that's how you pronounce that, (name).  

ck:     That's it.  I don't know anything about that, because 

ck:     (Name)?  

bert:   Yes.  

bert:   What does it mean, (name)?  

Well, I heard of (name).  You haven't heard of 

  (Name)?  No.  

bert:   That's a legendary place that was over up this way.  

        
em, yeah.  

lly in old Katamaldo's 
use, because he had one of the biggest houses.  That's the 

 

         anything about the story of the famous city that was here, city 
         of (name), or however you pronounce it?  Way, way back, a 
         legend to that.  
          
         Di
          
         Imbert:   (Name).  
          
         Di
         that's down on the Nass River.  Some other old fellow knows 
         more about it than I do, because...  
          
         Imbert:   Well, I heard that it was just across the river here.   
          
         Di
          
         Im
          
         Dick:     No.  It's, (name) is down at Nass River.  That's 
         where they call it (name).  
          
          
         Im
          
         Dick:     Well, it's a big flat there, big flat.  (Name), 
         that's a flat.  
          

bert:   Yes.           Im
         that?   
          

ck:            Di
          
         Im
         Did they do much, when you were growing up in the village?  Was 
         there still quite a lot of dancing and ceremonies?  
  
         Dick:     Oh yes.  Oh yes.  Yes, I watched lots of th
          
         Imbert:   Where would they hold these?  
          
         Dick:     Well, they hold them in, specia
         ho
         first chief.  Of course there's other houses there, you know.  
         But old Katamaldo, anything went on they always put it up in 
         old Katamaldo's place because he was the head chief.  They 

n         can't do anything over him.  Anything to be done, they do it i
         his house.  Yes.   
          

 have a great big room there that...?          Imbert:   And did he
          
         Dick:     Oh yeah, he had a great big room.  
          
         Imbert:   Was it...  
          
         (Break in Tape) 
          



         Dick:     ...it was just in one great big house like this.  And 

bert:   Would it be bigger than this?  

the hill here, just up on the hill 
ght by the old (name) Hall now, that's where it was.  There 

 

he...  

le way.  Just past the church and 
little hill goes up.  Well, it's right on top of there.  

because that would be, 
ey would be right up there in the background of these big 

e things that are in here now, 
e ceremonial robes and things, they were used in the...  

 
other.  If a fellow was going to take, inherit a person's, a 

e 

e one that, if he says, if he agrees to it he says, "Yes" and 

u remember anything that happened in Hazelton 
 those old days, any incident with people and so on that...  

h?  

me.  
ah, they used to come down here and sell fur, you know, oh 

         open fireplaces, yeah, open fireplaces.  
          
          
         Im
          
         Dick:     Oh yes, much bigger than this.  
          
         Imbert:   Where was that?  
          
         Dick:     It was just up on 
         ri
         was four big houses there, great big houses.  Yeah, and that's 
         where all the totem poles used to be, outside of those houses. 
         That's where this totem pole used to be, just outside of old 
         Katamaldo's house.  
          
         Imbert:   On top of t
          
         Dick:     Just up here a litt
         a 
         That's where these totem poles were.  
          
         Imbert:   Oh, that's very interesting, 
         th
         houses overlooking the town.  
          
         Dick:     Yeah, that's right.  
          
         Imbert:   And then a lot of thes
         th
          
         Dick:     In the ceremonial dances.  Feasts and one thing or
         an
         chief's name or something like that.  Or a chief died, well, 
         there's somebody going to inherit everything he's got.  All his 
         blankets, and his rattles, and everything.  Then they put thes
          
         feasts up and they do it in a big chief's house, because he's 
         th
         that's that.  (Break in Tape)  ...he's still around.  Oh yeah, 
         he comes down here every now and again.  He should be around 
         pretty soon.   
          
         Imbert:   Can yo
         in
         A lot of trucks in here (laughs)...  Yes, did you go into 
         Babine very much?  
          

 been there several times, yeah.           Dick:     Well, I've
          
         Imbert:   Did the Babine people come over here very muc
          
         Dick:     Oh yes, oh yes.  They used to come here all the ti
         Ye
         yeah.  And they live around here for a few days.  They usually 
         camp out here at Two Mile, you know, in tents.  And when they 



         get tired of camping they go back to Babine again, yeah.  
          
         Imbert:   In the olden days before the white man came, was 

ere a lot of trade between the Babine and the natives he         th re?  

ah.  

  What sort of things would be traded?  

e hides, and 
, a lot of different things.   

em from the Coast. They got them 
 

bert:   They would go all the way down for that, would they?  

ss River people come up here and they meet in here, you see.  
 

is was always for perhaps a 
ndred years more, there was a village here, or trading 

hat's how they got along.  Oh, 
 haven't got here the Nass River 

ing, 

ll me about in the dances, because we would like to 
rhaps to record some of these songs, you could tell us about 

 they used them in ceremonial dance for calling 
e another.  Might be a party inside and there would be a 

          
         Dick:     Oh yes, oh yes.  They traded things off, you know, 
         ye
          
         Imbert: 
          
         Dick:     Well, like berries and salmon, and moos
         oh
          
         Imbert:   Oolachan grease?   
          
         Rick:     Well no, they got th
         from the Coast, the grease and the fish egg.  We don't have any
         here.   
          
          
         Im
          
         Dick:     Oh yes.  They go all the way down and sometimes the 
         Na
         That's how they traded things in the early days.  Because I had
         my old father-in-law -- he just died here four, five years ago 
         -- and he used to tell me a lot about this.  That's how I come 
         to know how they traded things.   
          
         Imbert:   Well, in the old days, th
         hu
         between the different tribes?  
          
         Dick:     Yeah, that's right.  T

at's how they got...  What we         th
         people has it and they bring it up.  And then sometimes our 
         people, my people, we go down to Nass River and trade things 
         off for the likes of grease and fish eggs and oolachans, 
         because that's what the Nass River put up.  And us up here we 
         put up berries, and dry meat, bear meat, moose meat, anyth
         goat meat.  Well, they take that down there to trade off with 
         the grease and oolachans and fish eggs, and seaweed, and likes 
         of that.   
          
         Imbert:   Te
         pe
         what they used.  What about the, what are those big things over 
         there that you blow through?  What are they used for?  What are 
         they called?  
          
         Dick:     Well,
         on
         bunch of people in there.  There wouldn't only be one Hazelton 
          
         tribe, there would be tribes from all over, like (name).  When 

ey put up a great big feast, you know, they call different          th
         reserves altogether to meet you at a certain time.  And that's 



         when they use those ceremonial whistles, they call them, to 
         call one another.  Each time they blow one of those things it 
         means something.  And the older people knew every meaning each 

 

ck:     Oh yes, yes, yes.  So many blows and then they 
s.  If a 

  And 
t 

 

o 

n't use the ceremonial horns they use their voice.   

t 

the Indian 
n people believed 

 in the early days.  And they use those rattles, you know.  
s 

nd 
 

 them 
.  That's them bull rattles.  Bull rattles but not 

em big ones, them is the Indian doctor's rattles.  

 
an doctor, yeah.   

         time they blow one of those things.  But the younger people 
         doesn't know that, no.  There's a meaning each time they blow 
         that thing and they go and answer one another.  Take for 
         instance, the chief might be inside and he blows the horn.  And
         the fellow outside, he'd answer him.  Just like talking to one 
         another, that's what they use those things for.  And they don't 
         blow them just for nothing, just for fun, they...  It means 
         something each time they blow it.   
          
         Imbert:   Would they blow it with a certain signal?  
          
         Di
         answer.  Just the same way with a gun in the early day
         fellow was lost, well, he'd go and fire two, three shots.
         then if this fellow hears it he'd answer him.  They'll jus
         keep on firing one another until they, if he's lost.   
          
         Imbert:   What other songs would they use in the ceremonies? 
          
         Dick:     Well, they just use ceremonial whistles, you know, t
         call each other and sometimes they use their voice.  If they 
         do
          
         Imbert:   Getting less and less cars outside so we're all righ
         now.  Well, when would they use the rattles?  
          
          
         Dick:     Well, in working over a sick person, 

ctor.  We have Indian doctors which the olde         do
         in
         They put their outfit on just like the doctor putting on hi
         white coat, and his thing that he puts in his ear to hear your 
         breath, whether there's anything wrong with it or not.  But 
         these people, they'd work over a sick person.  And there's 
         times when they'd cure people, you know.  They have different 
         kinds of herbs, you know; they make medicine.  When they get 
         through, well, this doctor would say, well, he needs this, a
         he'd do it.  Give it to him and the person that was really sick
         would recover.  
          
         Imbert:   And these rattles, did they use those ever for 
         dancing?  
          
         Dick:     Oh yeah, they use them for dancing too, they use
         for dancing
         th
          
         Imbert:   And what about the drums?  They would use them for 
         the dances? 
          
         Dick:     Oh yeah, they used them for the dances, and same way
         with the Indi
          
         Imbert:   And then this is part, this would rattle in the dance 



         too?  
          
         Dick:     Yeah.  That's, they use them in ceremonial dances, 

n they're working over a sick person.  No, that's just          not whe
         ceremonial aprons.  
          
          
         Imbert:   Have you any suggestions?  (Break in Tape)  What is 

 that rattled?  What is this made of, these things here?  

 
em on for something to jingle when they're dancing, make 

 
re do you live?  (Third party 

eaks)  What did they make the whistles out of in those days?  

 there? 

known:  You say your name, what's your name?  

chard:  Richard.  

ndel:   Kendel.  

bert:   What's your name?  

known:  You heard yourselves there, didn't you?  What's your 
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         it
          
         Dick:     Well, first of all they make an apron and they put 
         designs on them.  Then they take goat and deer hooves and put
         th
         noise when they're dancing.   
          
         Imbert:   Okay, let's go over there.  (Interruption by third
         party)  What do you carve?  Whe
         sp
         What are the whistles carved out of?  
          
         Dick:     Mostly cedar, cedar wood.   
          
         Imbert:   I think...  Could we hold it
          
         Un
          
         Ri
          

bert:   What's your name?           Im
          
         Ke
          
         Im
          

ger:    Roger.           Ro
          
         Un
         name again?  
          
         Richard:  Richard.   
          
          
         (END OF SIDE A) 

ND OF INTERVIEW)            (E
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