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This monthly newsletter is intended to provide examples of the breadth and diversity of research and scholarship at the
University of Regina, one of Canada’s leading comprehensive universities – a dynamic institution with a strong national and
international reputation for research and outstanding educational programs. Innovative, quality research is the lifeblood of
any university. It helps attract motivated students and faculty from all over the world, support graduate programs, invigorate
teaching, and build an institution’s overall reputation in an increasingly competitive university sector. As an institution
whose motto is “As One Who Serves,” the University of Regina is infused at every level with a sense of social responsibility –
something that is evident in much of the research that is undertaken on campus and shared with the larger community.
There is a multitude of primary and applied research and scholarship taking place across all disciplines at the University of
Regina led by over 450 scholars and supported through nine faculties, over 50 research laboratories, and 25 centres /
institutes. Specialized academic programs have long been offered in targeted research areas, and in recent years, the
University has developed several innovative program offerings that provide unique research opportunities for faculty and
students. A significant contribution to the University’s strength is its active partnerships with other institutions including
industry, business and governments. Contributing to our strength as an international university are our partnership agreements
in more than 25 different countries.

VP (Research & International)
Francophone Units of the University of Regina: The Result of a Fruitful
Partnership between the University and the Fransaskois Community”.

October was a particularly exciting month for the scholarly community at
the University and for our partners with the many events surrounding the
installation on October 18 of the University of Regina’s new President
Dr. Vianne Timmons. Over 25 events occurred throughout the University and
with our partners presented under the theme “Greater Together with the
Community”.

• The Humanities Research Institute and Centre for Continuing Education

• The Faculty of Business Administration hosted a breakfast to hear award-

• The Dr. John Archer Library sponsored a lecture by Dr. Elizabeth Epperly,

winning business writer Diane Francis talk about her new book.

• Campion College held a book launch to celebrate recent publication of

three new books by Campion faculty (Dr. Ann Ward, Dr. Allison Fizzard,
Dr. George Marshall).

• The Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research, Office of International

Cooperation and Development and the International Student Success
Office held a reception celebrating Internationalization at the University
of Regina.

• The Centre for Teaching and Learning held interactive workshops

entitled “The Creative Professor: Helping University Classrooms Become
Communities of Learners”.

• The Faculty of Social Work hosted a presentation by Dr. Jim Silver from
the University of Winnipeg entitled “Alternatives to Inner City Poverty:
Winnipeg’s Community Education Approach”.

• The Institut français sponsored an evening focused on “Co-location of the

offered a lecture by Dr. Kenneth Leyton-Brown entitled “Chinese and the
Law in Early Saskatchewan” as part of the joint Heritage Lecture Series.
renowned expert on Lucy Maud Montgomery entitled “Lasting Images:
Anne of Green Gables at One Hundred”.

• The Faculty of Science hosted their Inaugural Research Gala as a celebration of outstanding research achievements of faculty members and their
students, both undergraduate and graduate.

• The Faculty of Education hosted the Saskatchewan Community Schools

Association Conference 2008 with President Vianne Timmons as the Keynote Speaker.

Numerous other events were held during the two weeks surrounding the
installation including: the Faculty of Arts “Arts Together on the Green”
celebration; Luther College’s World Food Day Lunch and Discussion; the
Faculty of Fine Arts Concert Band and Wind Ensemble Concert; the First
Nations University of Canada’s lunch promoting healthy eating; the Annual
Volunteer Fair sponsored by the University of Regina, Luther College and
Campion College; a tour of the campus organized by Student Affairs, as well
as a presentation on “What is Engineering?” for grade 12 high school students,
parents and school counselors.

Research Communications
• The University of Regina will be featured in the 2008 Canada's Innovation Leaders Supplement posted

in the Ottawa Citizen and the National Post on November 7, 2008. This supplement is the premiere
national print vehicle shining the spotlight on the country's most innovative universities and corporations.
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• The following new fact sheets are now available for distribution and have been posted on the VP(R&I)
web site (http://www.uregina.ca/presoff/vpresearch/documents/index.shtml):

intended for students at Chilean universities who wish to apply for a Graduate Student Scholarship
to study in Canada under the Canada-Chile Agreement. It has been translated into Spanish
and distributed to Chilean universities as well as the Embassy of Chile in Canada.

• The next Fact Sheets in the series are in development and will focus on Climate
Change, Environment and Social Justice.

Office of Research Services
New Council Committee on Research
The University Executive of Council has approved the establishment of a Council Committee on Research. The President’s Research Committee which previously
served to advise the Vice-President (Research and International) on university research has been dissolved and the new Council Committee called for its first
meeting in November 2008.
Research Rankings

Awarded Funding by Source: 01 May 2008 - 31 October 2008

Research Infosource has released its listing of the top 50 research universities in Canada
for 2008 (http://www.researchinfosource.com/top50.shtml). The University of Regina
has been ranked at 28 out of 50, an improvement from 30th position in 2006. Research
Infosource bases its listings on: Sponsored research income including funds to support
research paid either in the form of a grant or by means of a contract from a source
external to the institution; number of full-time faculty; amount of sponsored research
income per full-time faculty. The UofR also placed in the top 13 Comprehensive Research
Universities of the Year, placing 12 out of the 13 listed. The UofR ranked: 11 out of 13
in total sponsored research income; 9 out of 13 in research intensity (amount of
sponsored research income per full-time faculty member); 11 out of 13 in total number
of publications; and 6 out of 13 in publication impact.
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$2,041,819

$385,647
$2,407,873
NSERC
Canada Research Chairs
CIDA
Interfund Transfers

SSHRC
Federal Gov't
Industry
Misc.

CIHR
Provincial Gov't
Assoc., Found., & Trusts

Research Services Website
The "Upcoming Deadlines" page on the ORS website has been updated for January to October 2009 and will continue to be updated as ORS
receives additional notices from granting agencies. The link to the web page is: http://www.uregina.ca/research/deadlines/
upcoming.shtml

University-Industry Liaison (UILO)
Find out about a new NSERC Research Partnerships Strategic Plan! What are your options for dealing with Intellectual Property from protection to commercialization?
Who are the Saskatchewan Angel Investors Network (SAINT)?
The University-Industry Liaison Office is pleased to offer a strategic workshop on Innovation Mobilization and Technology Transfer at Canadian Universities on November 27-28 for researchers, students, staff and industry. Financial support for this workshop has been received from NRC and IPM. A major part of the impetus fro the
workshop derives from a finding of the Conference Board of Canada regarding the state of Canadian commercialization, as follows: "Canada's ranking in the Innovation
domain (14 of 17 industrial countries) reveals underlying deficiencies; we are not keeping up with other countries on the commercialization of knowledge." Experts in
technology transfer have been invited to come to Regina and share their experience, operational models, and recommendations on how to make improvements in
technology transfer. If you are currently working with industry partners and would like us to invite them please let us know. The workshop is full with events and
presentations and will be followed by a newtworking luncheon. For more information, please contact amanda.evans@uregina.ca or 585-4986.

Office of Energy & Environment
•

A meeting was held with the Deputy Minister of Saskatchewan Environment (Elizabeth Quarshie) and her Director of Corporate Policy and
Planning (Kim Graybiel) along with M. Wilson (Director of OEE) to provide an overview of energy R&D research at the UofR.

•

The Director of the University Office of Energy and Environment (OEE), Malcolm Wilson, presented a paper on barriers to application of
carbon capture and storage at a clean coal conference in Regina with an attendance of about 100, mostly industry

•

The Director of OEE also attended:
The first public outreach meeting in Fort Saskatchewan of Shell on its Quest project as one of two independent experts. This project is a major,
one million tonnes per year, carbon capture and storage project, collecting the CO2 from its refinery for geological disposal locally. The
independent expert role seemed to be useful in that there were a number of very relevant questions for the experts.
The Energy Council quarterly meeting in Oklahoma City. This group is comprised primarily legislators from
US states as well as Energy Ministers from 6 provinces in Canada. The Director of OEE was invited by the
province to be the University representative for Saskatchewan on the Energy Council.
a Nuclear Waste Management Organization (NWMO) meeting in Saskatoon. The purpose of this
meeting was for NWMO to consult on how to develop a program to get communities to express an
interest in having a storage site in the neighborhood. This was an interesting meeting in that it
emphasized to those in attendance that the sites for potential storage extend far beyond the traditional granite sites on the Canadian Shield.
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Internationalization
Internationalization Recommendations Implementation
An implementation plan relative to the recommendations of the Report of the
Ad Hoc Committee on Internationalization was completed by the VP (R&I) and
VP (Academic) and has been presented to the President. Discussions
continued between the VP (R&I) and VP (Academic) and Director of the Office
of International Cooperation and Development (OICD) regarding restructuring
the delivery of academic and research programs that have been offered
through OICD. The intent is to align all international academic programming
through the Office of the VP Academic and maintain international research
activity through the Office of the VP (R&I).

Japan

Africa

• The Faculty of Arts and the Faculty of

• An MOU has now been prepared and signed between the UofR and Malawi
Polytechnic University as part of the overall Contribution Agreement
between the UofR and CIDA for the CIDA Malawi project.

Chile

• A meeting was held with Hector Vera, the Education, Science and Technol-

ogy officer at the Embassy of Chile, to discuss details of the Canada-Chile
graduate student scholarship program agreement. Information about the
program can be found at http://www.becaschile.cl. The program offers
support funds for Chilean graduate (Masters and PhD-level students to
attend Canadian universities. The focus is on areas of science and
technology. Chilean students submit applications to an Expert Committee in
Chile that reviews their applications. Recommendations are then passed to
CBIE which administers the program in Canada. Students can identify up to
three Canadian universities in which they would like to study.

• A meeting was held with G. Romero (Ministry of Education) of the Chilean

Embassy to discuss two programs: "English Open Doors" and "Connected
Abroad". The "English Open Doors" program is intended to attract English
speakers willing to volunteer to teach 4-, 6- or 8-month English language
courses in Chile in either summer or winter programs. A monthly stipend is
provided. Volunteers should hold a University degree, preferably in TESL.
The second program, "Connected Abroad", provides scholarships for Chilean
Education students going into the last semester of their program for teaching English. They would conduct their last semester in an English language
training program in Canada, e.g. through a Faculty of Education or ESL.

• A discussion was held with the Ambassador of Chile (E. Ortega) regarding

assistance that the UofR could provide through its ESL program in support of
Spanish language training of Chilean students engaged in teacher training.
Further information will be forthcoming from the Embassy of Chile.

China

• As part of a two-week tour across Canada, an 11-member delegation visited

the University from the National Peoples Congress led by Mr. Xiadong Xu,
Director-General, Research Dept, Environmental Protection & Resources
Conservation Committee (EPRCC). The delegation also visited with
SaskPower, the Crown Investments Corporation, Saskatchewan
Environment, and PTRC. The OICD hosted a lunch attended by the President
and senior University executive and Deans. The Faculty of Science Dean and
researchers provided presentations to the delegation on water-related
research. The delegation also visited the International Test Centre guided
by the Dean of Engineering.

India

• A meeting was held in Ottawa with representatives of the Department of

Foreign Affairs and International Trade (DFAIT) to discuss university/industry opportunities with India under the Canada-India Agreement (2005). The UofR will be
represented by B. Schad at the November 2008 Higher Education Summit in New
Delhi which will focus on research opportunities. In addition, a Technology Summit
will be held in Delhi in early December 2008 with a focus on clean energy technologies and nanotechnology. The "Going Global"
program of the Canadian federal government provides support for Canadian academics to attend the Technology Summit.

Fine Arts co-hosted a visit by Kyoto
Koka Women's University (KKWU) and
the Kawamura Group from Japan
October 3-5. The Kawamura Group
provided a rare opportunity to see the
authentic Noh performance of Japan's
oldest living theatrical tradition by
respected Noh Master Haruhisa Kawamura. Also during the visit, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed
between the University of Regina and
Kyoto Koka Women's University to promote educational and academic exchanges.
KKWU has hosted the Faculty of Art's Japanese Study Abroad course in July during
the last three years and our ESL Program has had a number of KKWU students over
the last few years. The University is looking forward to strengthening the
partnership between the two institutions.

• OICD hosted a luncheon with the Ambassador from Japan, His Excellency Tsuneo

Nishida, and the Second Secretary (Koji Tamura) of the Embassy of Japan. This was
the Ambassador's first visit to Saskatchewan. The Deans of Arts, Fine Arts and
Engineering attended as did representatives of the Faculty of Business
Administration and International Languages. They provided the Ambassador with an
overview of their academic and research programs. The Director of OICD provided
an overview of the University's international programs. The Dean of Fine Arts will be
visiting Japan in 2009 as part of an international conference. The Ambassador
provided written information on the Japan Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry
"Cool Earth-Innovative Energy Technology Program, as well as summary documents
on Canada-Japan relations (available through OICD).

Thailand

• OICD hosted a dinner for two Engineering professors from Songkla University,

Thailand. The Faculty of Engineering is working with Songkla University to
establish a new 1+1 program in engineering. Dr. Luigi Benedicenti is leading this
initiative for the faculty of Engineering. Together with FGSR they are proceeding
with the appropriate approval processes to establish this new joint program.

Visiting Scholars
Each year the National People's Congress of the People's Republic of China send a staff
member to the UofR to further their studies at the University of Regina. Mr. Xiong
Wei is this year's scholar from the National People's Congress and is enrolled in the
master's degree program at the Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy.
CONAHEC Conference
The Director of OICD (Bob Schad) attended the CONAHEC conference in Monterrey,
Mexico during the first week of October. The University of Regina is a member of
CONAHEC, an Inter-American Higher Education Collaboration dedicated to supported
international experiences for students in the Americas and supporting Inter
American student exchanges and research collaborations.

Ministry of Advanced Education, Employment and Labour (AEEL)
• With the VP (Academic) and Director of OICD, a meeting was held with representatives of the International Office of the Ministry of AEEL to discuss joint interests in
advancing international education and research objectives. The International Education portfolio is now under the Immigration Division of AEEL.

• As part of a regular series of meetings with officials from AEEL, a meeting was held to review the Operations Forecast as well as a series of research and academic

related issues. The AEEL has expressed interest in establishing an International Education Council that would include representatives of the Saskatchewan PSE's, as well
as the development of a coordinated branding initiative.

• A meeting was held with Rupen Pandya (Assistant Deputy Minister, Immigration Services, AEEL) to discuss cooperative approaches between the Government of Sas-

katchewan and the University regarding international education and student recruitment and retention. Provincial Government support to match Federal student programs (such as the Canada-Chile Agreement on Graduate Student Scholarships) was requested. As well, it was suggested that the Provincial Government take leadership
in bringing Saskatchewan PSE's together with Government to discuss cooperative, shared approaches to international education.

Western Economic Diversification (WD)
A meeting was held with the new Assistant Deputy Minister of WD (Sharon Lee Smith) and President Timmons to discuss mutual areas of cooperation, the potential for WD
investment in international recruitment and the importance of WD insuring an active presence relative to the UofR. The Office of the VP (R&I) will work with WD to arrange
a visit by WD officials to the UofR to both share information about WD with the UofR research community as well as learn more about UofR research activities and needs.
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Faculty of Arts
• The Department of Political Science presented a forum on 27Oct08 on the
topic “Obama versus McCain: What the U.S. Election Means.” A panel of
political scientists moderated by Dr Jeremy Rayner (Head, PSCI) and
including Dr Shadia Drury (PHIL/PSCI), Dr Martin Hewson (PSCI), Dr Ken
Rasmussen (JSGSPP), Dr Ann Ward (PSCI/Campion), and Dr Lee Ward
(PSCI/Campion) discussed the American election.

• On 26-27 September the University of

Saskatchewan hosted an English graduate
students’ conference with the U of S,
UofR, U of Calgary, and U of Manitoba all
represented. The U of R loomed especially large with eleven of the twenty-nine
papers delivered by our students.
Pictured are U of S MA candidate Jonathan

Sherman and U of R honours student Nadine Kirzinger. Next year’s conference, entitled Literary Eclectic V, will be hosted by the U of R.

• Journalism students winning CTV Journalism scholarships this year include

Kim Nakrieko, Karen Yeske, and Eric Anderson. Fellow Journalism student Molly
Thomas was awarded the Leon and Dorothy Goldman Scholarship; Jodi Gillich won
the Southam Entrance Scholarship in Journalism, and Karin Yeske, Adriana
Christianson and Chelsea Coupal were awarded Nova Scholarships. The School of
Journalism has secured $30,000 in combined donations and scholarship commitments from Transcontinental. Two new travel scholarships for Journalism graduates
have also been recently secured from the Saskatchewan Trade and Export Partnership (STEP) and the Canadian International Development Agency's Journalism and
Development initiative.

• On Thursday 9 October, Guy Rocher delivered a lecture entitled

“Quebec’s Language Wars” at the University of Regina, sponsored
by Faculty of Arts, Department of French, Department of
Sociology and Social Studies, and the Johnson-Shoyama Graduate
School of Public Policy. As a member of the Parent Royal Commission on education in Quebec (1961-66), and of the Macdonald
working group on Canadian universities (1967-69), Dr Rocher
participated both in revolutionizing Quebec’s education system
from top to bottom, and in the great transformation of
post-secondary education in Canada.

Faculty of Business Administration
• A SSHRC Public Outreach Grant in Management, Business and Finance has

been submitted to fund a workshop entitled "Transforming New Ideas into
Economic Value: Understanding Entrepreneurship and Innovation at
Universities".

• Two faculty members (Arturo Rubalcava, Zhou Zhang) from the Faculty of

Business Administration will have papers published in the peer-reviewed book
Banking and Capital Markets: New International Perspectives
edited by Harold Black, Lloyd Blenman, and Edward Kane.

• Faculty of Business Administration researcher M. Cismaru is a

• Magdalena Cismaru’s paper, “Counteracting Obesity:

• Three faculty members (Robert Anderson, Aldene Meis Mason,

• Aledene Meis Mason presented the paper (co-authored with

co-applicant on a SSHRC Community -University Research Alliance
(CURA) grant application titled "Primary Prevention of Fetal Alcohol
Spectrum Disorder" which is led by the University of Lethbridge.

Developing a Policy Framework to Guide Action,” will be
published in the International Journal of Public Health.

Leo Paul Dana and Robert Anderson), “Innovation and
Adaptation in Traditional Inuit Small Business,” at the 16th
Inuit Studies Conference, Winnipeg, Manitoba, October 23-25,
2008.

Ronald D Camp II) contributed chapters to the recent book,
Arctic Oil and Gas: Sustainability at Risk, edited by Aslaug
Mickkelson and Oluf Langhelle and published by Routledge
Taylor and Francis Group, 2008.

Faculty of Education
Reducing Stress and Enhancing Wellness Among Teachers: In 2008, Dr. Ron Martin, along with his co-investigators Dr. Rod Dolmage (Faculty of Education, University
of Regina) and Dr. Carl D’Arcy (Department of Psychiatry, University of Saskatchewan) received a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC)
standard research grant ($162,845.00 + $18,000.00 Research Time Stipend) to conduct an intervention study designed to reduce work-related stress and enhance wellness among newly-employed teachers. The intervention will help teachers to: 1) better manage disruptive student behaviour in the classroom; 2) deal more effectively
with ethical and legal issues on the job; and 3) work with diversity in the classroom. These sources of work-related stress were selected based on Dr. Martin’s largescale study entitled, “A Survey of the Work-Life of Teachers in Regina and Saskatoon,” which was funded by the Saskatchewan Health Research Foundation.

Faculty of Fine Arts
Media Production and Studies:

• Three MPS alumni have been awarded Geminis, which celebrate excellence

in Canadian English-language television: Ian Toews for Best Performing Arts
Program or Series or Arts Documentary Program for Landscape as Muse;
Robert Pytlyk for Best Direction in a Children or Youth Program or Series for
Drug Class: Travis' Story, and Dennis Jackson’s Wapos Bay Cast for Best
Individual or Ensemble Performance in an Animated Program or Series for
Wapos Bay: The Guardians.

• The 8th Annual One Take Super 8 Event, featuring original, unedited and

never-before-seen films will be held on Thursday, November 6 at the Regina
Public Library Film Theatre at 8:00 p.m.! This event is organized by Media
Production and Studies Alumni Alex Rogalski. See www.filmpool.ca and
http://onetakesuper8event.blogspot.com/ for more details on the event!

• Dr. Sheila Petty’s book Contact Zones: Memory, Origin and Discourses in

Black Diasporic Cinema (Wayne State University Press, 2008) has been shortlisted for the 2008 Saskatchewan Book Awards in Scholarly Writing category.

Music:
UofR Music Department alumna Elizabeth Raum won in the category Outstanding Classical Composition in the Western Canadian Music Awards,
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October 19, for Dark Thoughts, settings of poetry by
Betsy Warland for mezzo-soprano, clarinet and piano.
The compact disc on which Dark Thoughts may be
heard, just the second recording to be released under
the Prairie Sounds imprint of the Canadian Music
Centre's Prairie Region, is entitled “How Bodies Leave
Ecstatic Marks” and is entirely devoted to music by
Raum. The performers on this disc, Renée Brad and
Contrasts Trio, include Music Department faculty
member Dr. Pauline Minevich.
Theatre:
Dr. Kathleen Irwin will be presenting Crossing Over: Theatre Beyond Borders / Tele/
digital Performance in Gothenburg City, Sweden as part of the conference of the
European League of Institutes of the Arts.
Visual Arts:
The Department of Visual Arts hosted the ceramics conference 1000 Miles Apart, Oct
2 - 4. It was attended by over 70 delegates from the University of Manitoba, Alberta
College of Art and Design, Brandon University, the University of North Dakota, Red
Deer College and Concordia University as well as the University of Regina and members of the ceramics organizations across Saskatchewan. Highlights of the conference included a delegates' exhibition at the 5th Parallel Gallery and a keynote by
Charles Mason, Chief Curator at the Gardiner Museum of Ceramics, Toronto.
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Faculty of Graduate Studies & Research:
Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy (JSGS)
An MOU has been signed between the Ministry of Justice (Government of Saskatchewan) and the JSGS to undertake a policy research
project entitled "Economic Assessment of Provincial Court Judge Compensation".

Faculty of Kinesiology & Health Studies (KHS)
The Motivation for Active Living Laboratory (MALL) is relocating to a new
space at the Center for Kinesiology, Health, and Sport. Within the MALL, social science researchers collaborate on issues related to physical activity, its
promotion, and its management in such contexts as sport, physical education,
recreation, dance, and health. The researchers at the University of Regina
include: Prof. Doug Cripps, Dr. Kim Dorsch, Dr. Larena Hoeber, Prof. Roz Kelsey, Dr. June Ledrew, Dr. Harold Riemer, and Prof. Brenda Rossow-Kimball.
Associate members of the MALL represent a variety of disciplines and academic
institutions (e.g., the University of Calgary, the University of Saskatchewan,
The Ohio State University). Current investigations are being conducted in the
areas of sport officiating, body checking in Atom-aged ice hockey, physical
activity programs in elementary schools, and cardiac rehabilitation. The
research is supported by grants from a variety of sources such as Hockey
Canada and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada.
The Sport Psychology Laboratory is a new laboratory at KHS and this is a joint
project of the Canadian Sport Centre, Saskatchewan, the Sport Medicine and
Science Council of Saskatchewan, and the Faculty of Kinesiology and Health
Studies at the University of Regina. The Sport Psychology Laboratory houses
equipment for academic research and applied service for athletes and coaches.
The Peak Achievement Trainer (PAT) is a state-of the art piece of equipment
that uses neurofeedback to train concentration, alertness, and relaxation,
which are needed to achieve peak
performance. The Play Attention Learning System (PALS) was developed to
train the brain to pay attention and focus. It guides the user through a series
of video game exercises that are controlled by the user's mind. The Alpha Chair
is used as a relaxation/energizing system. With a surround sound system built-

in, the chair is a safe, quiet place where users can obtain an ideal state of relaxation or energy, at which point they can work on various mental skills and techniques (i.e., mental imagery and enhanced concentration). Working alongside the
Motivation for Active Living Laboratory (Faculty of Kinesiology and Health Studies),
the Sport Psychology Laboratory will also provide researchers with a venue to examine various training techniques to enhance athletes’ sport
performance.
Examples of studies taking place at the MALL and the Sport Psychology
Laboratory:
• Dr. Kim D. Dorsch was funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council (SSHRC) and Sport Canada to study the “Psychological skills and factors
related to ice hockey officials’ coping, satisfaction, and performance”. The
general objectives of this 3-year program of research are to (a) better understand factors, both personal and environmental that influence ice hockey
officials’ experiences in their sport, and (b) to develop and apply training
techniques to assist them in reaping the benefits and positive outcomes of their
sport involvement.

• Dr. Larena Hoeber was funded by the SSHRC’s Research Development Initiatives

to study innovations in community sport organizations (CSOs). The research
involves telephone interviews with presidents of swimming, curling, Ultimate,
and soccer clubs in Saskatchewan and Ontario to gain an understanding of the
innovations being considered or implemented, the process of innovation, and
factors that influence the process. The research team includes researchers from
The University of Western Ontario, Brock University and Memorial University.

Faculty of Science
• The federal government has formally announced that Christopher Somers (assistant professor of biology in the Faculty of Science), has been named as the

University’s newest Canada Research Chair (CRC). Through his research, Dr. Somers examines the nature and frequency of genetic mutations that can be passed on
from one generation to the next in birds and other animals. By relating these mutations to the animals’ exposure to pollution, his work supports wildlife
conservation and habitat protection while helping scientists better understand the risks of genetic mutation in humans.

• A site visit by the NSERC Grant Selection Committee (GSC) 19 for Subatomic Physics took place 29Oct08 as a full day event which included presentations from Department of Physics faculty members from the University of Regina and University of Saskatchewan, the Chair of GSC 19 and NSERC staff, as well as a tour of the University of Regina facilities and laboratories in the Department of Physics. The GSC also met with representatives of the UofR.

Co-located Centres / Institutes
The agreement between the University and SpringBoard West for the co-location of certain centres / institutes (Canadian Plains Research Center, Center for Sustainable
Communities, Centre for Studies on Energy and Environment, Prairie Adaptation Research Collaborative) and UofR research administrative offices (Office of Energy and
Environment, University Industry Liaison Office) has now been completed and signed. Occupancy is tentatively set for Jan/Feb 2009.

Canadian Plains Research Center
• Dr. Malin Hansen, a CPRC Fellow, published Natural Urban Landscapes: A

Guide to Growing Native Plants. The book, a guide to landscaping with native plans, is the product of Dr. Hansen’s project on plant species native to
Saskatchewan and their use in urban landscaping.

• The Director of CPRC, Dr. H. Diaz, has submitted two research proposals in

the areas of adaptation to climate change. The first proposal was presented
to The World Bank for a community vulnerability assessment in Dominican
Republic, while the second was submitted to the Fondo de Innovacion
Agraria (an agency of Chile’s Ministry of Agriculture) for a study on a vulnerability assessment of small agricultural producers in the three regions.

• Dr. H Diaz presented the paper “Local Institutions and Adaptation to Cli-

mate-Induced Water Problems” in 13th World Water Congress of the International Water Research Association, Montpellier, France, September.

• CPRC has donated 600 copies of the award-winning Building for the Future…
to the Lieutenant-Governor’s office. The book, which was written by His
Honour, Dr. Barnhard, will be used as gifts. In addition, a copy of the book
has been donated to every school in the province of Saskatchewan. Finally,
CPRC has donated over 500 copies of the award-winning Encyclopedia of
Saskatchewan to libraries across the province.

• CPRC releases Saskatchewan Sports 2009: A 16-month Sports Trivia Calendar
• CPRC’s book, Our Towns: Saskatchewan Communities from Abbey to Zenon
Park, is a best-seller (3,500 copies sold since its publication in April 2008).
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• CPRC has been awarded $42,710 for its 2008–09 application to the Book Publishing
Industry Development Program, Department of Heritage, Canada.

• Saskatchewan Book Awards shortlist: four CPRC titles have been shortlisted in six

categories for the 2008 Saskatchewan Book Awards. They are:
First Peoples Publishing
Patrick Douaud (Faculty of Education), The Western Metis: Profile of a People
Publishing in Education
Arok Wolvengrey (First Nations University of Canada), Funny Little Stories
James Pitsula (Arts), New World Dawning: The Sixties at Regina Campus
David McLennan (CPRC), Our Towns: Saskatchewan Communities from Abbey
to Zenon Park
Scholarly Writing
James Pitsula (Arts), New World Dawning: The Sixties at Regina Campus
Non-fiction
David McLennan (CPRC), Our Towns: Saskatchewan Communities from Abbey
to Zenon Park
First Book
David McLennan (CPRC), Our Towns: Saskatchewan Communities from Abbey
to Zenon Park
City of Regina Award
James Pitsula (Arts), New World Dawning: The Sixties at Regina Campus
David McLennan (CPRC), Our Towns: Saskatchewan Communities from Abbey
to Zenon Park
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Centre for Studies on Energy & Environment (CSEE)
• Development of Canadian Regional Energy Model (CanREM): Funded by Environment Canada, the Canadian Regional Energy Model (CanREM) has been developed
by the Center for Studies of Energy and Environment (CSEE) at the University of Regina. CanREM is a decision support tool to assess how the energy sector will
adapt to changes in policy, pricing, technology or the environment. This model will be useful in assisting the Provincial Government in meeting its commitment to
greenhouse gas reduction and the Federal Government in meeting it’s Kyoto targets. The model was applied to the Province of Ontario to assess how the energy
sector would respond to the greenhouse gas (GHG) constraints in the Kyoto Protocol. The model was also applied to the Toronto-Niagara Region in supporting an
assessment of health, air quality and energy issues.

• Development of Methodologies to Incorporate Climate Change Guidance into Rainfall Design Information: Supported by Environment Canada, an integrated

interpolation-cluster-inference approach was developed by the CSEE to estimate regional intensity-duration-frequency (IDF) curves for the South Ontario region.
While this is the first attempt to identify regional IDF curves within a Canadian context, it will not only improve fundamental understanding of future climatic
conditions, but also provide technical and methodological supports for sound design, planning and management of stormwater infrastructures.

Centre on Aging & Health (CAH)
• Due to the devastating effects of Hurricane Ike, the CAH’s 2008-2009 Distinguished Lecture was postponed. This year’s speaker,

Dr. Kyriakos Markides, from the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, Texas has been dealing with the aftereffects of the
hurricane, which has left his school and the city heavily damaged. The lecture has been rescheduled for March 5, 2009 and will take
place from 6:30 to 7:30pm in the Administration Humanities Building (AH), Room 527.

•

The CAH is now accepting applications for its Small Grants Programme. These awards are made available by the CAH to promote research
pertaining to aging at the University of Regina, including the federated colleges. These awards fund pilot projects or other work aimed to
lead to the preparation of a major national application (for example, greater than $50,000). Deadline for receipt of applications is
November 15, 2008. Application forms are available at: http://uregina.ca/hadjistt/PDF_files/GrantsProgramme(application)08.pdf

•

The SGI Fellowship in Aging & Health is awarded to graduate students with research interests related to aging and health. Faculty
members who are affiliated with the CAH adjudicate this scholarship. This year, two University of Regina graduate students have each received
this award (Bianca Hatin and Katherine McLeod). Bianca Hatin is a graduate student in the experimental and applied psychology. Hatin will explore the effect
of aging on the frequency of collisions resulting from visual hemifield pseudoneglect. Katherine McLeod is a PhD student and instructor in Kinesiology and Health
Studies whose research interests focus on Osteoporosis and aging.

Humanities Research Institute
• The Unit Review Committee held their site visit at the UofR over two days meeting with scholars and administrators. The two-member committee expects to deliver
its report within one month.

• The HRI e-mail Newsletter appears once a month from September through May. Issues are archived on the HRI website, and are also available in the new University

of Regina Campus Digital Archive at http://dspace.cc.uregina.ca/dspace/. The HRI Newsletter reaches more than 600 subscribers at the University of Regina, at its
affiliated institutions, at Saskatchewan cultural agencies, and in the community. To subscribe (free of charge) or unsubscribe to this monthly Newsletter, please go
to the HRI website at http://www.uregina.ca/hri/informationform.shtml. The October 2008 Newsletter has been posted and includes the following articles:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Aquinas and Modernity: A Dialogue: Shadia B. Drury (8 October)
HRI/CCE Heritage Lecture Series: Ken Leyton-Brown (16 October)
“Out in the Cold”: Screening and Panel dDiscussion (25 October)
Re-examining Conan Doyle: International Arthur Conan Doyle Symposium (7-8 November)
The Flatland Scratch Seminar and Workshop Series III (27 November)
Preliminary CFP: Queen City Comics (15 January 2009 deadline)

Saskatchewan Population Health & Evaluation Research Unit (SPHERU)
• Recommendations for action on the social determinants of health: a Canadian perspective (Lancet 2008; 372: 1690-93. November 2008): Shanthi John-

•

son, Sylvia Abonyi, Bonnie Jeffery, Paul Hackett, Mary Hampton, Tom McIntosh, Diane Martz, Nazeem Muhajarine, Pammla Petrucka, and Nazmi Sari collaborated
on and produced the above article, which is to be published as a viewpoint in The Lancet (November 2008). The article notes that "health disparities are widely
prevalent within and between countries, including Canada." Five recommendations for action to address these disparities are discussed.
New Directions in Population Health Research: Linking Theory, Ethics, and Practice CPHR and SPHERU Conference 2008: The Community and Population Health
Research (CPHR) Training Program and the Saskatchewan Population Health and Evaluation Research Unit (SPHERU) are hosting a national conference to explore
recent innovations and existing or emerging trends in population health research as they relate to reducing health disparities for particular communities or populations. Hosted in Regina, SK at the Ramada Hotel, the conference will be held from November 12 - 14, 2008. New Directions in Population Health Research: Linking
Theory, Ethics, and Practice will provide an opportunity for academic and community researchers, policy makers and practitioners to highlight the current state of
population health research in Canada and abroad. Podium and poster presentations will be complimented by Andre Picard's, Public
Health Reporter, delivery of the keynote address and Carolyn Bennett's, Member of Parliament delivery the Opening Address and
concluded with closing remarks delivered by Ron Labonte, Population Health Researcher. A collection of selected papers will be
published in an edited volume. More information on this conference can be found at
http://www.spheru.ca/news-items/cphr-spheru-conference-2008.

First Nations University of Canada
An announcement by Minister R. Norris (AEEL) and signing ceremony between R. Norris and Chief C. Bellegarde were held regarding
funding provided by the province to First Nations University of Canada to assist them in financial stabilization of their programs.
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Granting Agencies & Programs
Canada Excellence Research Chairs (CERC)
In 2008, the Government of Canada created a new permanent program to establish 20 prestigious research chairs Canada Excellence Research Chairs (CERC) - in universities across the country. The CERC Program will invest $28
million a year to attract and retain the world's most accomplished and promising minds and help Canada build a
critical mass of expertise in the priority research areas of environment sciences and technologies, natural resources
and energy, health and related life sciences and technologies and information and communication technologies. The
UofR has been allocated one application opportunity to the program as part of the first stage of the process. Deans
have been consulted regarding the interest of Faculties in developing an application for this program.

Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI)
Three applications were submitted by the University of Regina for the CFI New Initiatives and Leading Edge Fund competition, as follows:

• Leading Edge Fund Project - Planetary pollution with organic nitrogen and other biomolecules:

the emerging threat to sustainable water quality. Project Leader - Peter Leavitt (Biology, Science).

• Leading Edge Fund Project - Tera-scale Informatics. Project Leader - Allan East (Chemistry and
Biochemistry, Science).

• New Initiatives Fund Project - Centre for excellence in Media, Arts, Music and Culture. Project leader Charity Marsh (Fine Arts).

Senior research representatives from Canadian universities met in Ottawa recently to discuss the status and possible modifications to the Leaders
Opportunity Fund. Topics included the influence of the LOF program on retention, recruitment and mobility. Recommendations were provided by
participants on adjustments to the program that could help to address issues associated with those matters. In addition, the allocation formula was
discussed and recommendations were provided for adjustments to the allocation formula. A summary of the discussions and the recommendations from
the participants will be prepared by the meeting organizers and distributed to participants.

Canadian Institutes for Health Research (CIHR)

• An information session was held 08Oct08 at the UofR regarding CIHR's Partnerships for Health System Improvement (PHSI)

program. Offered by the Canadian Institutes of Health Research and the Saskatchewan Health Research Foundation, the session
provided nearly 18 researchers and decision makers with an opportunity to learn about the PHSI (Partnerships for Health System
Improvement) program, including information on the increase in CIHR funding, expanded areas of eligible research, and availability
of new partnership development funds. The session also offered an opportunity for UofR researchers to network with other researchers in the University and health sectors.

• The University is involved in two applications submitted to the CIHR Strategic Training in Health Research (STIHR) program.

One application proposes the creation of a Western Regional Training Centre, and the second application to the same program
by SPHERU.

Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC)

•

NSERC is about to begin a planning exercise aimed at developing a new Strategy for Partnerships and Innovation. Their overall goal is to learn how
NSERC can become more effective in connecting the academic research system to the user community in order to achieve maximum impact on Canada’s
prosperity. As part of this exercise, NSERC is organizing a series of meetings across the country with university researchers, representatives from key
industrial sectors, and federal government departments and agencies. In our region, NSERC-Prairies is coordinating seven focus groups that will meet in
the later part of November, early December and at the beginning of January. NSERC-Prairies requested a list of names of researchers from the UofR who
could be approached to participate in the focus groups. Upon consultation with appropriate UofR Deans, a list has now been provided to NSERC-Prairies.

Partnerships
Communities of Tomorrow (CT)
A project agreement has been signed between the UofR and CT for a project entitled "Development of a Sustainable Technology for the
Removal of Phosphorous from Stormwater Runoff" led by Dr. D. McMartin (Engineering).
Petroleum Technology Research Centre (PTRC)
A new agreement concerning overhead rates and the establishment of a Graduate Student Support Fund relative to the Petroleum Systems
Engineering (PSE) Program has now been signed.
Research and Education for Solutions to Violence and Abuse (RESOLVE)
The RESOLVE National Research Days was held 06-07Nov08 hosted by the University of Manitoba. The National Research
Days builds links between researchers and community service providers by uncovering the causes of violence and
mapping out effective strategies to prevent and alleviate that violence. Presenters and participants from all across
Canada and from England, Australia and United States were in attendance at various sessions which addressed the
dangers and consequences of domestic violence with a focus on domestic homicides; prevention and intervention in
cases of interpersonal violence; grass roots community initiatives to stop violence in their homes and on their streets;
Aboriginal programs; national and international justice interventions; programming for adults, victims and/or
perpetrators; and, programming and issues for children affected by domestic violence.

Research & Innovation

November 2008

Volume 1, Issue 3

