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health equity for all 
arts alum carrie bourassa leads the way forward 
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When she walked across the stage at University of Regina convocation this past June, Carrie Bourassa knew that all her 
hard work had paid off – not just for her but also for her family.

‘Hearing my daughter’s voice yelling, “Way to go, Mom!” was the sweetest sound in the world!’ explains the newly-
minted PhD. Bourassa is a tenured assistant professor at the First Nations University of Canada (FNUniv) – a federated 
college at the U of R – where she teaches Indigenous Health Studies in the Department of Science.

She credits her family – daughter Victoria, husband Chad, her parents and grandparents, her extended family, 
community members and Elders – with providing guidance and encouragement in the long and difficult climb that has 
taken her to this point in her life. She has a deep respect for those who have supported her thus far, but it is clear that 
her path has also required a well of inner strength.

‘I enjoyed academics, but I got bullied really badly for years [in school]. I got called every name you can imagine…
breed, squaw, wagon burner…and beat up on a regular basis until around Grade 6, when I made the school basketball 
team. Things got a lot easier after that although I never really fit in,’ she says reflecting on life growing up in North 
Central Regina. Also known as ‘Moccasin Flats,’ the area was vilified in 2007 by Maclean’s magazine as Canada’s worst 
neighbourhood.

Despite facing hardships of poverty, addiction and loss, Bourassa’s parents, and in particular her grandfather, made 
sure school was a priority. He encouraged his granddaughter from an early age, telling her 
that someday she would go to university and become a doctor or a lawyer.

Arts Alum Carrie Bourassa Leads the Way to a 
Healthier Future for Métis Citizens

1.  How long have you been working in the Faculty of Arts?
JP:  I have worked in the Faculty of Arts, Department of English, 
for 30 years. I have been fortunate to have worked with so 
many wonderful people over those 30 years!

2.  Give us your job description in a nutshell.
JP:   My position is a clerical support position in the Department 
of English. The position is responsible for the administrative 
and clerical support essential to the general operations of 
the department and for faculty members. It is also the main 
support position to the Department Head.

3.  What is the best part of your work day?
JP:  I enjoy the beginning of my work day the most, because 
it is usually quieter, and I have time to prepare for the day’s 
activities. I also enjoy the time spent with students and 
department members.

4.  What is the best part of your non-work day?
JP  When I am not working, I enjoy a variety of activities, such 
as getting together with family and friends, cooking, staying 
active, crafts, gardening, reading, playing keyboard, etc.

5.  What is something surprising about you that people may 
not know?
JP:  I am retiring at the end of December. I’m looking forward 
to starting this new phase in my life!

6.  What drives you crazy?
JP:  Constant interruptions at work!!

Dr Carrie Bourassa 

Happy Retirement, Joanne!
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‘My grandparents and my parents struggled immensely and poverty was a reality for 
us. My grandfather only had his Grade 3 and he knew that education was the key to 
breaking the poverty cycle. My mom and dad worked so hard despite their age and level 
of schooling – mom had Grade 7 and my dad had Grade 9,’ she says.

Bourassa finished top of her class in high school and enrolled at the University of Regina. 
After obtaining a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degree in political science, she enrolled in a 
Master’s program, completing it in 1999. Following a variety of jobs, from bank teller and 
scheduler at Casino Regina to ministerial assistant for a provincial politician, she became 
an assistant professor at FNUniv, and at the same time enrolled in a PhD program.

Although a ‘particularly horrifying incident in Grade 12 biology class’ revealed she didn’t 
have the stomach for a career in medicine, Bourassa’s studies and thesis led her to a 
broader and more holistic approach to health that allows her to help her community in 
meaningful ways.

‘I studied Métis health status and realized that Métis people do not enjoy the same 
socio-economic or health status that other Canadians enjoy,’ she says. Her interest in 
health led her to co-develop a new Bachelor of Health Studies (BHS) degree program, a 
unique partnership between FNUniv and the Faculty of Kinesiology and Health Studies 
and the Faculty of Arts at the University of Regina. One of only two programs of its kind 
in Canada, the BHS focuses on population health and social determinants of health, and 
features five core Indigenous health courses. The first four graduates from the program – 
all First Nations women – convocated in the spring and two have already found jobs.

In addition to her teaching commitments, Bourassa focuses on Aboriginal community-
based health research where the communities direct and own the research. As a result, 
the research process and findings are directly applicable and useful to the community.

‘It is rewarding to watch communities take ownership of the research and see the value in 
both the process of research as well as the results,’ she says.

Some of her ‘spare time’ is spent volunteering for the Riel Métis Council of Regina Inc., 
where she listens to the ‘wise ones,’ writes proposals and works with the community 
to develop programming that meets their needs. She also enjoys spending time with 
and learning from Elders on the land, and she never misses a chance to watch daughter 
Victoria play hockey.

‘I keep teasing her that she’ll be the first Métis female goalie in the NHL … after 
university, of course.’

Bourassa believes that the challenges she has faced are not unlike those many other 
people face, including the students she teaches. She looks to them for inspiration.

1 Carrie Bourassa in her academic robes

2 Carrie and her husband Chad

1

2

“My advice is to work hard, believe in yourself, 
have faith in your abilities and realize that we all 
have gifts.” 
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‘I see many Aboriginal students struggle with the same things I did … poverty, family loss, addictions, loss of culture 
and identity, low self-esteem,’ she says, noting that these are the same issues that motivate her. 

‘It’s what has kept me going when I felt so sure that I wasn’t smart enough to finish a PhD. When I questioned my 
skills and abilities … when I felt guilty for being so blessed … I am motivated to provide a better life for my daughter 
and for those students who face so many of these barriers but often with less support than I had.’

Bourassa views the teaching process as a two-way street, as she also learns from her students. She is particularly 
proud of the recent graduates of the BHS program, who she describes as ‘amazing Aboriginal role models,’ 
perhaps even more so because, as Aboriginal women like Bourassa, they have overcome some potentially crushing 
demographic barriers.

‘We know that Aboriginal women are the most vulnerable and marginalized population in Canada. Aboriginal women 
suffer not only from sexism but also from racism. They are the most impoverished, unhealthy, undereducated and 
underemployed segment of the population and this stems from colonization,’ she notes.

Despite the barriers, Bourassa is full of hope for the future and has advice for young Aboriginal women pursuing their 
dreams.

‘The good news is that we have many strong women that we can look to as role models. Our communities are healing 
and there are more and more people there to support you – people who have gone through similar challenges in life. I 
guess my advice is to work hard, believe in yourself, have faith in your abilities and realize that we all have gifts. There 
is a plan for all of us. Rely on your supports whether they are family supports, community supports or other people 
such as school teachers, guidance counsellors, or Elders.’

Bourassa has noticed that more and more supports are being offered to 
Aboriginal students from elementary school right through university. She notes 
that people are there to help – that leaders and mentors are all around us – but 
individuals have to be willing to work hard and realize that although they will 
encounter barriers, a strong sense of purpose can help overcome these barriers.

‘As one Elder told me not too long ago, overcoming challenges or hardships in 
our lives keeps us humble and gives us strength. We must thank the Creator 
for challenges and also for having the ability and strength to overcome them. 
Wonderful advice, Kookum Betty!’ 

Story by External Relations (Communications)
The University of Regina

Carrie, Chad, and their daughter Victoria

“The good news is that we have many strong women 

we can look to as role models. Our communities are 

healing and there are more and more people there to 

support you...”
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MA in Social and Political Thought Boasts its First Graduate EvAn MCInTyrE is the first graduate of the MA program in social and political thought. His research interests are in the area of media studies, and more specifically how the electronic media environment in which we now live affects how people interact with one another and behave politically. He has just completed his Master’s thesis, entitled ‘Vicious Strangers: Television, Ideology, and the Discourse of Fear,’ in which he analyzed how crime is manifested in the public imagination through television and how it is then acted upon politically.  He is considering pursuing further graduate studies but is also trying his hand at freelance writing. 

*  *  *

Journalism Scholarship Winners

Journalism students winning CTV Journalism entrance or writing scholarships this year include KIM nAKrIEKo, KArEn yESKE, and ErIC AnDErSon. Fellow Journalism student Molly THoMAS was awarded the Leon and Dorothy Goldman Scholarship, awarded to the top student entering the program, and JoDI GIllICH won the Southam Entrance Scholarship in Journalism, which is awarded to a student completing sixty credit hours of academic work in the pre-journalism stage of the program. KArIn yESKE, ADrIAnA CHrISTIAnSon and CHElSEA CouPAl were awarded Nova Corporation Awards for the highest CGPA on completion of sixty credit hours of the pre-Journalism program. 

*  *  *
university Prize in Arts Awarded to a 
Distinguished Grad

At Fall 2008 Convocation, the University Prize in Arts was awarded to DWAynE AnDrEW MEISnEr, who graduated with a BA Honours with high honours in history and with minors in religious studies and classics. Dwayne had an undergraduate cumulative grade point average of 88.64%, was on the Dean’s List four times, and won many awards. While completing his BA, he also worked as a teaching and research assistant for the Department of History. In this position he developed interactive maps of the ancient world that are now used in undergraduate lectures. He also participated in last year’s Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program. Dwayne is currently working on an MA in history.

EVAN MCINTYRE 
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English Student Short-listed for Saskatchewan lieutenant Governor’s Arts Award

English MA student KElly-AnnE rIESS was short-listed for a Saskatchewan Lieutenant Governor’s Arts Award, in the best under thirty category. The Arts Awards honour achievements made by individuals, groups and organizations in the arts. Kelly was nominated for her book of poetry To End a Conversation (Thistledown Press). An accomplished writer, journalist, and poet, Kelly has published poetry in Grain, The Windsor Review and Spring. Her freelance articles have been published in newspapers across Canada, including the Globe and Mail. She is also the editor the best selling Saskatchewan Book of Everything (2007, Purcell MacIntyre), a collection of facts and musings on all things Saskatchewanian. 

*  *  *
religious Studies Student Grabs Top Honours
 

EvAn rADForD is in the final year of his undergraduate degree, with a major in religious studies and minor in German. He has recently received several prestigious awards for his work in both disciplines, including the Religious Studies Undergraduate Student Essay Prize for his paper entitled ‘The Implications of the Huahu Jing (On the Coversion of the Barbarians)’, as well as the Religious Studies Founders’ Scholarship. Established in honour of Father Isidore Gorski and Dr Roland Miller, the founders of the religious studies program at the U of R, this award is granted on the basis of academic excellence and contribution to the university community. Evan has also recently been awarded the German Consulate General’s Book Award for his work in German 290AB.
Evan’s current research reflects his interest in the use of religious discourses in Zionism and the state of Israel, in critical discourse analysis and critical and cultural theory, as well as in German history, culture and language and German-Jewish history.  He is currently president of the Religious Studies Student Association and plans to continue his studies at the graduate level.

*  *  *
Accomplished Psyc Grad Garners Another Accolade

At Fall 2008 Convocation, JAIME WIllIAMS received the President’s Distinguished Graduate Student Award, presented to the student deemed to have achieved an exceptional thesis, exhibition or performance, and corresponding defence.  Jaime recently graduated from the University of Regina with a doctorate in clinical psychology and is now a tenure-track assistant professor at the University of Saskatchewan. Her many accomplishments include co-authorship of nine peer-reviewed articles, four of them as first author, as well as a chapter in a book; being awarded a CIHR doctoral fellowship for two years; and winning ten awards from the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research during her graduate studies. As a faculty member at the U of S she teaches and continues her research into the fear of falling among seniors with dementia and how it impacts caregiver burden amongst families.

KELLY-
ANNE RIESS 

JAIME 
WILLIAMS 

EVAN RADFORD 
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Jillings Award Winners Demonstrate Clinical Excellence

The Jillings Award for Excellence in Clinical Psychology is granted annually to graduate students in clinical psychology at the University of Regina who have demonstrated excellence during a four-month clinical internship. This year’s winners are MurrAy ABrAMS and CHrISTInA DroST.
Murray Abrams is currently in his first year of the doctoral program in clinical psychology under the supervision of GorDon ASMunDSon in the Anxiety and Illness Behaviours Lab. His doctoral research will consist of a randomized clinical trial of a new treatment for chronic musculoskeletal pain in a sample of individuals injured in workplace or motor-vehicle accidents, and is supported by a CIHR Frederick Banting and Charles Best Canada Graduate Scholarship. After completing his PhD, Abrams plans to pursue a combination of clinical work and research, possibly in a rehabilitation setting.

Christina Drost recently completed her MA in clinical psychology. Her research focus is in the area of body image, eating disorders, and alternative therapies such as yoga. Her thesis was a qualitative study entitled: ‘“I love this body, what it can do for me”: Exploring pathways to a more positive relationship with the body through yoga.’ She plans to return to the University of Regina in the fall of 2009 to begin a PhD in clinical psychology. 

*  *  *

2009 Saskatchewan legislative Interns Chosen

Each year, the Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program offers a handful of students a unique seven-month experience. Participants work closely with elected representatives from both sides of the house and in the process gain valuable insight into the day to day workings of the Legislature. Two of the 2009 Saskatchewan Legislative Interns are students from the Faculty of Arts. 

nIColE lEACH is currently entering her fifth year at the U of R. She is working toward obtaining her BA Honours, double majoring in political science and economics. She has been a member of the Political Science Students’ Association at the University of Regina for the past two years and in March 2008 was elected co-vice-president for the 2008/09 school year. This summer, she played an important volunteer role in the very successful conference `Missing Indigenous Women: Decolonization, Third Wave Feminism and Indigenous People of Canada and Mexico’ held at Luther College. 

MICHAEl rADMACHEr graduated from the U of R with a Bachelor of Arts Honours with high honours in political science, with a minor in history. Michael’s area of research focused on race relations, decolonization and feminist theories. His honours thesis was entitled `The Arduous Task of Seeing White Privilege and Questioning the Colonizer Within,’ wherein he explored how a colonial and racist past has forged a set of power relations in our society based on white privilege. Michael has been recognized on the Dean’s List several times, and has been a research assistant and guest lecturer in the Political Science Department. He plans to further his studies at the post graduate level in September 2009. 

 MURRAY   
ABRAMS 

CHRISTINA  
DROST 

NICOLE 
LEACH 
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English Grad Students Meet for literary Eclectic Conference

On 26-27 September, the University of Saskatchewan hosted the fourth annual joint                 U of R / U of S English graduate students’ conference, ‘Literary Eclectic IV.’ The University of Saskatchewan, the University of Regina, the University of Calgary, and the University of Manitoba were all represented among the conference participants. The University of Regina English Department was especially well represented, with eleven of the twenty-nine papers presented delivered by our students. Next year’s conference will be hosted by the University of Regina. Pictured at right are MA candidate JonATHAn SHErMAn, from the U of S, and U of R honours student nADInE KIrzInGEr. 

*  *  *
Economics Grad Wins Essay Prize

U of R economics graduate CHrISTInE BroWn was awarded the Saskatchewan Institute of Public Policy’s Student Essay Prize (Undergraduate). Her essay `Government budget deficits and investment: an empirical analysis for Canada’ was completed for ECON 499 under the supervision of STuArT WIlSon. Christine’s paper is set to be published and she has also received a cash prize. Currently, Christine is working on an MA in economics at Carleton University.

*  *  *

Humanities research Institute Awards

The Humanities Research Institute Fall 2008 funding competition yielded awards for three Arts students.
The 2008 Student Essay Prize was awarded to nATAlIE THoMPSon, who is currently working on an MA in the Department of English. Her essay, ‘The Wandering Jew of Consumerism: Mimicry and Reality in Will Self’s How the Dead Live,’ was first presented at the Literary London Conference in London, England, July 2007. 
A Student Travel Award was awarded to nATASHA DAWn WIll, currently a BA Honours student in psychology, for the poster, `Understanding Intimate Partner Mistreatment and its Influence on Current Interpersonal Relationships,’ and for her co-presentation with JAnEl FErGuSon (a U of R psychology grad) of `Finding a Voice: An Examination of Student Experiences at the University of Regina,’ at the 69th Annual Convention of the Canadian Psychological Association in Halifax, June 2008.

 *  *  *
Psych Grad Scores Bursary

PAulETTE HunTEr, a PhD candidate in clinical psychology working under the supervision of THoMAS HADJISTAvroPouloS, has been selected by the Canadian Association of Gerontology as this year’s recipient of the Donald Menzies Bursary. Her MA thesis focused on a psychosocial pain management intervention in long-term care facilities. Her PhD research, supported by a doctoral fellowship from the Canadian Institutes of Health Research, focuses on the relationship between patient dementia and perceptions of patient personhood. She is also planning to investigate the impact of perceptions of patient personhood on clinical care.

CHRISTINE BROWN 

PAULETTE
HUNTER 
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Mackenzie Brooks 
(BA, History, English)

In each edition of Arts Works, we profile a recent Arts graduate who has just entered the workforce. Reading their stories, it becomes clear that Arts can offer students the flexible and foundation skills they need to succeed in a wide variety of workplace settings. 

       

university of regina graduate MACKEnzIE BrooKS has just joined the University of Regina’s development team at the External Relations Office. The External Relations Office is a key element in the University of Regina’s infrastructure. It builds and sustains networks of support for the University by disseminating information about the University and its activities, and by raising funds. It is the University’s link to the wider community, and facilitates the long-term goals of the University of Regina via its communications activity, and through facilitating alumni and donor relationships. In her position with the office, Mackenzie is responsible for aiding the University’s development efforts, by 

putting together essential documents such as terms of reference for scholarships and student awards at the University. She will also be working closely with various University faculties and donor officers on the stewardship requirements of donated gifts, as outlined by donor gift agreements. 

A history major, Mackenzie also minored in English as an undergraduate. In addition to her job with the University, she is continuing her studies with an MA in history. As if that isn’t enough to keep her busy, she also runs Fields of Fire Tours, a niche tourism business specializing in guided tours of battlefields of Europe significant to Canadians. According to Mackenzie, there is no better way to understand the sacrifices of those who came before us than to see and experience the places where they fought and died. Fields of Fire Tours coordinates small group excursions to the theatres of war that may be lesser known to many Canadians, such as the back roads of Sicily and the trails of Verrieres Ridge. Operations have recently expanded to include important battlefields in Spain. 

arts works

MACKENZIE 
BROOKS 

Check out Mackenzie’s Fields of Fire Tours website at: 
www.foftours.com!

Where will your arts degree take you? 
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06

Mackenzie Brooks 
(BA, History, English)

new faculty profile

I will be joining the faculty of the Department of English after having recently completed my PhD in 

comparative literature at Princeton University, where I also obtained my MA. My work focuses on the 

relationship between images of violence and fragmentation in Petrarchan love poetry of the 16th century 

in England and France, and the underlying nation-building and vernacular imperatives that these images 

are in conversation with. Although Cupid’s arrows don’t immediately come to mind on this subject, my 

research breaks with the tradition of reading sonnet sequences as self-enclosed, isolated cycles to argue 

that in the 16th century, writing love poetry after Petrarch was an act of nation-building. The freight of 

violence and fragmentation in Renaissance lyric reflects the struggle to forge a national literary canon 

in a disadvantaged vernacular, in the face of classical greatness and the literary achievement of Petrarch 

himself. My article on this subject appeared in Metamorphosis: The Changing Face of Ovid in Medieval and 

Early Modern Europe, edited by Alison Keith and Stephen Rupp. As a visiting fellow at Princeton’s Centre for 

Reformation and Renaissance Studies, I have been completing work on a second 

article, ‘Spenser and the Politics of Petrarchism.’ When I’m not reading books on  

gory subjects like fragmentation and dismemberment, I’m usually reading books 

on slightly less gory subjects. My other interests include skiing,  cooking, travel, 

and afternoon tea of any kind.

Cynthia nazarian
Department of English

“one could say that Queen 
victoria was the greatest 

drug dealer of all time!”
- ROBin GAnev

ROBIN GANEV is an assistant professor in the Department of History. Her areas of 

specialization include British history, the history of popular culture, and rural history. 

Some of her present research centres on songs of protest, songs of love, and popular 

ballads in eighteenth-century Britain . 

“

“
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Global TV’s JIll MorGAn and CTV’s nElSon BIrD were on hand to lend their experience to the workshop. Mr Bird is a 
member of the Peepeekisis First Nation, and the host of CTV’s Indigenous Circle. He spoke about the everyday realities of 
a career in journalism. ‘Some of the things you see do anger you, because you are a human first, then a reporter. You have 
to remind yourself that you are there to do a job.’

According to Diamantopoulos, the workshop is also part of the School’s long-range commitment to building a stronger 
media system and a stronger democracy. `Aboriginal journalists are a missing link in the mainstream media, which leaves 
us with an incomplete view of the world. Journalism tends to reflect a settler society perspective, and is over-reliant on 
non-Aboriginal sources. This skews the news against the facts, values and interests of already excluded populations.’ 
Grade 12 student MATT oBEy, from Beauval, agrees. ‘There is a lot of stuff that is overlooked. The media coverage is 
more biased, they don’t see the story all the way through,’ he notes.

The good news, Diamantopoulos suggests, is that newsroom diversity can help provide Canadians with a more complete 
picture of our world. `Aboriginal journalists can help broaden and deepen news coverage by bringing a wider evidentiary 
base and set of sources into the news-net.’ But diverse newsrooms don’t just mean better news, says Diamantopoulos. 
`They are also a long-range investment in a more inclusive, and more deliberative, democracy where people are better 
able to truly understand each other.’

The School of Journalism, in partnership with the Young Peoples Press of Canada and a consortium of four other Canadian 
universities, held similar pilot workshops in 2006 and 2007. The 2008 workshop was financially supported by the First 
Nations and Métis Relations Ministry of the Government of Saskatchewan.

On Friday 24 October, the School of Journalism hosted its third annual workshop for 
Aboriginal high school students interested in journalism. The one-day, hands-on 
session involved an Aboriginal Elder, journalism faculty, practising news reporters 
and journalism students. The workshop was open to Aboriginal students (First 
Nations, Métis and Inuit) from across urban and rural Saskatchewan. Participants 
traveled from as far as Beauval to attend. About half of the 38 participants were 
from high schools in Regina; the rest were high school students from the Piapot 
and Cowessess First Nations.

‘This initiative is part of the School’s ongoing efforts to attract Aboriginal students 
to journalism, and build more representative newsrooms across the country,’ 
said MITCH DIAMAnToPouloS, Head of Journalism. In the short term, the 
workshops are a crucial contact for the Faculty with hard-to-reach communities. 
‘The goals of the workshop are to attract Aboriginal students to the School of 
Journalism, build a database of participating students and keep them informed 
of the requirements to enter the University of Regina’ says lEonzo BArrEno, 
event co-ordinator and Global Chair in Journalism. ‘We are encouraged to see the 
number of students who are attending this workshop grow each year. The response 
we are receiving from the students is good, especially when we see most of the 
hands going up when we asked how many are interested in going into journalism 
after high school.’

School of Journalism hosts Aboriginal Student workshop

workshop
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Kyoto Koka Dignitaries visit the Faculty of Arts
In early October, the Department of International Languages hosted a visit to our University by representatives of Kyoto 
Koka Women’s University in Japan. During this visit, a memorandum of agreement was signed by PrESIDEnT 
vIAnnE TIMMonS and ToSHIyuKI ABE (top right), Chairman of Kyoto Koka’s board of trustees. On 4 and 
5 October, in connection with the visit and with the support of the Faculty of Arts, the Faculty of Fine Arts, 
the Japan Foundation, and the Consulate General of Japan, two well-attended performances were held of the 
ancient art of Japanese Noh theatre in the U of R’s Shu-box Theatre (bottom right). Spectators were treated 
to a lecture and demonstration of the dance, music, costume and aesthetics of classical noh theatre through 
performances of famous plays such as Aoi no Ue, inspired by the celebrated eleventh century Tale of Genji. 
The main performer, MASTEr KAWAMurA, and his two fellow artists expressed their appreciation for the 
professionalism and hospitality of all who received them. Our thanks to ProFESSor MorIGIWA of Kyoto 
Koka Women’s University, for permission to reproduce the photographs from the visit.

Three of the eight 2008 Alumni Crowning Achievement Awards were presented to Arts graduates at a 
celebration on 13 November:

The Lifetime Achievement Award was given to norMAn AMunDSon (BA Hons ‘70) for his life-long 
contributions to the development of the field of career counseling. Dr Amundson is a distinguished 
professor in the Department of Educational and Counselling Psychology in the Faculty of Education at 
the University of British Columbia, where he is widely regarded as a expert who has shaped the field of 
career counselling, nationally and internationally. 

The award for Distinguished Professional Achievement was given to norM BolEn (BA Distinction 
‘69) for his leadership and vision within the Canadian television industry. Mr Bolen recently retired 
from the position of Executive Vice-President, Content for Alliance Atlantis Communications, where 
he had overall programming responsibility for thirteen Canadian specialty networks, including 
Showcase, History Television and the Life Network. 

The Outstanding Young Alumni Award was presented to DWIGHT nEWMAn (BA ‘96) for his 
academic accomplishments and unwavering commitment to the humanitarian side of the law. His 
scholarship and pedagogy focus on the protection of the rights of society’s most vulnerable citizens, 
especially Indigenous Canadians. Dr Newman, who went to Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar after his 
1996 BA in economics at Regina, is now Associate Dean of the College of Law at the University of 
Saskatchewan.

Arts shines at the Alumni Crowning 
Achievement Awards

honours 
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There is a new research unit on campus 
and it hopes to build bridges between 
the university and our community. 
Established in the Faculty of Arts, the 
Community Research Unit (CRU) is 
building partnerships between Regina 
organizations and Arts faculty and 
students through community-based 
research and community service-
learning.  

A community-based research pilot 
project is underway in partnership 
with the North Central Community 
Association.  This research will explore 
the feasibility of a housing facilitator as 
a creative community-based solution 
to the housing crisis currently felt by 
Regina, particularly the North Central 
neighbourhood.  Partners in this 
research include roB DEGlAu (North 
Central Community Association), 
HIrSCH GrEEnBErG (Department 
of Justice Studies), rEBECCA SCHIFF 
(Homelessness Partnering Strategy), 
DAnIEllE GoulDEn (MA student 
in political science), and yolAnDA 
HAnSEn (Community Research Unit).

According to student researcher 
Danielle Goulden, this research will 
examine an issue at the forefront of 
the agendas of community-based 
organizations (CBOs) in Regina: “CBOs 
that advocate on behalf of individuals 
and families have seen their caseloads 
skyrocket on [the issue of] housing 
since the spring of 2007. How can we 

work together to solve this?”  Some 
of the issues to be explored include 
assessing the need for affordable 
housing, and addressing related 
concerns such as home ownership, 
safe housing, landlord accountability, 
and homelessness. The report will be 
used to advocate for the position of 
a housing facilitator, something that 
community agencies have already 
expressed great support for.

The proactive role of the Community 
Research Unit in addressing 
community needs through research, 
and its emphasis on collaborative 
partnerships, have the potential to help 
create positive social change in the 
community. “We need a collaborative 
approach to give individuals, families, 
and the community the tools they 
need to create change, to empower 
themselves,” says Goulden. “Housing 
problems in North Central are a 
symptom of neglect and the social 
realities of the community. We can’t 
address the symptoms without 
addressing the cause.”

The Community Research Unit is 
also piloting a community service-
learning program called Arts CARES.  
Community service-learning is a way of 
incorporating volunteering or service in 
the community into university learning 
activities.  Held during the University’s 
February break (Feb 17-20, 2009), 
this week will give Arts undergraduate 

students an opportunity to volunteer 
in the community and participate in 
interactive workshops for class credit. 

KylE HoDDEr (Geography) co-
organizer of Arts CARES, points out 
the importance of creating such a 
program: “Members of the University 
of Regina community have a long 
tradition of volunteerism, as embodied 
in our motto As One Who Serves.  
Arts CARES is a community service-
learning initiative intending to further 
this tradition by bringing together the 
resources of the campus community 
with the needs of the communities 
that surround and support us.” There 
are benefits to all partners involved: 
participating faculty enrich their course 
content and apply an innovative 
teaching technique, students are able 
to better understand their course work 
and how it can play out beyond the 
lecture hall, and the community has an 
opportunity to teach students about 
their work and important community 
issues while gaining extra helping 
hands. 

If you would to learn more about 
the CRU or either of these projects, 
please contact Yolanda Hansen, CRU 
Coordinator, at 585-4084 or Yolanda.
Hansen@uregina.ca. 

new Research Unit Builds Bridges between U of R 
and the Regina Community

community 
research unit

From left to right: Yolanda Hansen, CRU Coordinator; Rob Deglau, North 
Central Community Association; and Danielle Goulden, student researcher. 
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The Faculty of Arts and the University Library deeply 
regret the death of one of our most distinguished 
professors and University Librarians emeriti, Bill 
Howard.

Bill, who retired from the University at the end of 
August last year, was in every sense of the term 
a model University citizen. Known from one end 
of the campus to the other for his wisdom and 
gentlemanliness, he earned the respect and affection 
of hundreds of students and colleagues over the 
nearly forty years he served the University.

Having completed his MA in English from the 
University of British Columbia, Bill was first appointed 
to the Faculty on 1 July 1969 as an instructor. Bill 
gained his PhD at Leeds University in England, and 
went on to teach and research most successfully. 
His students, esteemed Bill for his knowledge, his 
meticulous responses to written work, his friendly 
encouragement and support, and his wry sense of 
humour. Bill went on to publish a book on the poet 
John Clare in 1981, and made numerous contributions 
to the scholarly literature in journals such as Studies 
in Scottish Literature, Studies in Romanticism, and 
Philological Quarterly. 

It was, however, in administration that Bill perhaps 
made his greatest contribution to the University. His 
wisdom, his steady hand, and the trust his colleagues 
placed in him all meant that he was called upon 
to serve in a wide range of roles including Head 
of the Department of English, Acting Head of the 
Department of French (a first, in that he spoke little 
French), Acting Dean and Associate Dean of the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research, Associate 
Dean of the Faculty of Arts, member of the Board 
of Governors, and latterly as University Librarian. 
Sometimes at considerable cost to himself, he 
undertook these roles with his characteristic fairness 
and perspicacity, and acquitted himself admirably. 
He set a standard of graciousness, collegiality, and 
dedication to the University community that is not 
easy to match. To recognize his many contributions, 
the Board of Governors of the University presented 
him with its Distinguished Service Award in 2006.

The University has lost not only a much-loved 
colleague and friend, but one who from the time of 
his appointment here in 1969 to his passing yesterday 
always embodied the University’s motto, “As one who 
serves.”  He will be greatly missed.

Professor of English Emeritus and university librarian Emeritus

in memoriam
William James Howard

Bill Howard (left) accepts the Board of Governors’ Distinguished Service 
Award from Board Chair Mo Bundon, 2006
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Research is a delight for me, as it is for many of you.  We are 
so fortunate to have a job description that includes reading, 
writing, and thinking about important matters of interest to 
us.  Working with other scholars who share one’s interests 
is also a delight.  Teaching students about these matters is a 
pleasure.  

Since I arrived at the University of Regina in 1998, I’ve 
focused on Canadian politics and on indigenous – settler 
political and cultural relationships within those politics.  I’ve 
thought about and written about the complicity of academia 
in colonialism and racism, and I remain concerned about 
the essential whiteness of our faculty body, student body, 
and disciplinary canon. On this matter, and in connection 
with critical race analysis, I and certain of my students have 
benefited greatly from conversations and collaborations with 
CArol SCHICK, Canada Research Chair for Anti-Oppressive 
Education in the Faculty of Education at the University of 
Regina.  I’ve also spent much time on Aboriginal feminism, 
producing a set of articles and chapters that range from 1985 
to 2007, and editing a book and holding a symposium on the 
subject.  In this work, I was fortunate to have the support 
of DArlEnE JuSCHKA of Women’s Studies and Religious 
Studies at the University of Regina.   I’ve also done some 
work on electoral reform (a topic of current interest to many 
Canadians!) and on questions of citizenship and community 
relative to globalized capitalism.  My current research is 
framed up in two programmes, each with several stages and 
processes.   

The first, Decolonization on Turtle Island, has focused on the 
identification of colonialism as both an historical and 

continuing process, primarily economic in impulse, but also 
culturally encoded and structurally maintained.  As part of 
this project, I’ve looked at the operation of racism against 
Aboriginal peoples and at racism’s cultural refuge; at the 
political economy of particular colonial-settler relationships; 
at the formation of and implications of citizenship and 
human rights; and at Aboriginal feminism.  The last subject 
is explored in a book I edited, Making Space for Indigenous 
Feminism (Fernwood and Zed Books, 2007). 

The second programme, Learning from Place, has been in 
the conceptualization phase for a couple of years, inspired by 
conversations with CynTHIA CHAMBErS of the University 
of Lethbridge and nArCISSE BlooD of Red Crow College 
and the Blood Reserve, and by visits to a number of important 
areas in B.C. (my home territory is the East Kootenay), 
Alberta, and Saskatchewan.  The latter includes stone sites 
in the Big Muddy area, the Cypress Hills, and the Great 
Sand Hills.  This research takes up questions of ecocide and 
ecological priority, and of the knowledge that geographical 
places invite in those who are in relationship with them.  
The latter is a widely shared notion in indigenous world 
views, but it is not well known in settler world views, though 
Saskatchewan author SHAron BuTAlA writes about land 
in ways that are highly consistent with how many indigenous 
thinkers describe relationship with place. 

My research is an extension of my philosophical and political 
views, and my commitment to my students and my family.  
Settler and Aboriginal communities are here for the long haul.  
We must confront some unpleasant realities, and create a 
shared future that is shaped by consensus and hope.  Our 
positive potential is greater than our difficult and painful 
history.  Canada is an act of imagination, and my research 
contributes to a re-imagining of possibility.

I must emphasize also that research occurs in a context.  
University underfunding means that too many academics are 
working with too little time and research.  These conditions 
detract from our excellence, and from our well-being.  
Increasing the university’s ability to fund teaching releases, 
TA/RA-ships and graduate scholarships, and research grants 
must be the subject of concerted administrative and political 
action.

by Joyce Green, Professor 
Department of Political Science
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A second way Rheault has been able to combine his passion for comics 

with his scholarship is through his coordination of a May 2009 conference 

at the University of Regina, Queen City Comics: Astonishing Tales in 

Academia, 2 May 2009.  The conference will bring together academics, 

visual artists, writers, and comic enthusiasts from the community. 

Rheault notes, ‘Since comics combine images and narratives that are 

traditionally the respective turfs of visual art studies and literature, a 

conference on comics is a unique opportunity for multi-disciplinary 

exchanges.’ The conference invites scholars and graduate students from 

any discipline to attend and present papers on topics such as Canadian 

identity in comics, graphic novels in educational settings, the psychology 

of super-heroes, international and local comics, and graphic novels 

as journalism. For more information about presenting a paper at this 

upcoming conference, contact Rheault at: Sylvain.Rheault@uregina.ca. 

Prince Sapphire! Candy! Space Pirate Captain Harlock 
(or Albator, as he is known is French)! While these 
characters are part of the manga and anime mainstream, 
they are perhaps not what one might expect to find 
on a university syllabus. Yet, with countless comic-
to-blockbuster-movie adaptations, the burgeoning 
popularity of manga titles, and the recent spate of 
graphic novels short-listed for prestigious literary prizes, 
should we really be surprised? Department of French 
professor SylvAIn rHEAulT doesn’t think so, and he is 
delighted to have found a way to turn his love of comics 
into an innovative undergraduate course offering: FR 248: 
Francophone and World Comics. 

The course is a comprehensive examination of many 
facets of the comic genre as a whole, and of francophone 
comics in particular. The course attempts to loosely 
define the comic genre, and delves into the history and 
diverse international influences on this increasingly 
prominent cultural form. In its exploration of North 
American, European, and Japanese comics, the course 
also explores elements of technique and iconicity – how 

are artistic ideas rendered into comic form? What are 
the visual characteristics of the genre and what elements 
make it distinctly comic in form? Finally, the course 
tackles issues of representation in the comic genre – how, 
for instance, are race, gender, and sexuality depicted in 
comics?

Rheault’s approach is as novel as his subject matter. 
Alongside primary source readings of various comics 
and manga, he has organized during the latter half of 
the course a series of guest visits. Visitors this term 
include local artist DAKoTA MCFADzEAn, graphic 
novel writer CHAD BouDrEAu, journalist JEET HEEr, 
and Arts faculty members PHIlIP CHArrIEr (History), 
KEvIn BonD (Religious Studies) and nIColE CoTé 
(French). These guests will each deliver short lectures 
and participate in a question and answer session with 
students. This multi-faceted approach is able to weave 
a diverse range of perspectives and disciplines into the 
fabric of the course, and speaks to the wide ranging 
influence of comic culture in today’s society.       

Sylvain Rheault, Department of French

teaching profile

comic conference

1

2

1 French professor and comic book aficionado Sylvain Rheault

2 A manga drawn by Rheault
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new Courses in the Faculty of Arts
AnTH 496AA CulTurES AFTEr SoCIAlISM                                             
InSTruCTor: GEDIS lAnKAuSKAS 

This course will examine ongoing economic and socio-
cultural transformations in Eastern Europe after the 
demise of Marxist-Leninist socialism. Using ethnographic 
accounts produced by anthropologists working in this 
region, the course will explore recent changes in markets, 
political rule, cultural production, as well as in practices 
pertaining to self-identification. The readings will include 
the most recent writings by anthropologists working in 
the former Soviet Block. In addition to a weekly seminar, 
the students will have the opportunity to watch and 
discuss several documentaries and feature films.

* * * 

ECon 396AB PolITICAl EConoMy 
oF CHInESE DEvEloPMEnT                                                   
InSTruCTor: MArIon JonES

The radical political and economic policy changes 
in China since 1949 are used to examine a number 
of different themes relating to spatial patterns of 
development. Topics will include the agricultural and 
industrial sectors, internal and foreign trade, demography 
and the environment, social welfare, and the role of the 
state.  

ECon 496AH SASKATCHEWAn AlTErnATIvE BuDGET 
InSTruCTor: JoHn WrIGHT

Students in this class will learn about government 
budgeting processes and will prepare a provincial budget. 
Students will present new policy initiatives and changes 
to current policies based on their research and other 
sources. 

*  *  *

Jrn 307 InvESTIGATIvE JournAlISM                                       
InSTruCTor: PAT BEll

The history and social role of investigative journalism. 
Students will explore investigative tools and techniques, 
including accessing public information, approaching and 
interviewing hostile sources, computer assisted reporting, 
online resources, ethical pitfalls, journalistic numeracy, 
avoiding legal problems, ensuring accuracy, fact-checking 
and security.

* * *

teaching
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general_bodyWhite

rlST 390AB ASIAn rElIGIonS AnD EColoGy                                                  
InSTruCTor: yuAn rEn

This course focuses on ecological issues in Asian Religions: 
Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Daoism, and Shinto. 
Studying from the perspective of ecology, students will gain a 
further understanding of ecological beliefs and practices.

* * *

rlST 390AB zIonISM AnD THE MIDDlE EAST                       
InSTruCTor: JACoBA KuIKMAn

The course explores the roots of Zionism and age-old longing 
of Jewish people to return to the land of Israel. It examines the 
thought of Theodor Herzl, the founder of modern Zionism in 
the eighteenth century, and the ideologies of other Zionisms. 
Religious and political aspects of Zionisms will be analysed in the 
context of the current Israeli-Palestinian crisis.

* * *

PHIl 290AK EASTErn ASIAn PHIloSoPHy                      
InSTruCTor: JEFFrEy vAnCHA

A comparison of the ways of thinking found in some Asian 
traditions and contexts (i.e. Buddhism) with those found 
in western philosophy.  Topics may include formation 
and nature of the self, relation between mind and body, 
knowledge about reality and the possibility of self-knowledge.                                                                   
Prerequisite:  Philosophy 100 or 15 credit hours.

PHIl 311/411AA WITTGEnSTEIn AnD CulTurE                                              
InSTruCTor: Dr BElA SzABADoS 

In this seminar we start with exploring major themes of Ludwig 
Wittgenstein’s early and later philosophical thinking to be 
discerned in the Tractatus and the Philosophical Investigations 
respectively. Then we shall read and discuss his lectures and 
conversations on aesthetics, psychology and religious belief, 
as well as his remarks on Frazer’s Golden Bough and music. A 
sustained effort will be made to draw connections between the 
philosophical themes on the one hand and his perspectives on art 
and aesthetics on the other.  

* * *

EnGlISH 304Al: J.K. roWlInG                                                    
InSTruCTor: SuSAn JoHnSTon

This class addresses significant influences on Rowling’s writing, 
including the British school story, Charles Dickens, and secondary-
world or epic fantasy; ethical questions raised by the books, 
including issues of race and gender; the robustly Christian 
treatment of duty and sacrifice; and the effective history of the 
books in the world, including their impact on contemporary 
children’s literature and the development of fan culture.  All seven 
books of the Harry Potter series are required reading.   

EnGl 304AH JAMES JoyCE                                       
InSTruCTor: MArCEl DECoSTE

Revered and banned, much-praised and less-read, 
James Joyce was one of the most influential writers 
in English of the 20th century.  This course offers 
students an intensive introduction to his fiction and 
focuses on a detailed, 10-week analysis of his most 
famous work, 1922’s Ulysses.  

* * * 

EnGl 338AA THE 1920S                                          
InSTruCTor: KEn ProBErT

This course studies some canonical English and 
American literature as products of the 1920s.  The 
writers we study (Eliot, Fitzgerald, Hemingway, Cather, 
Woolf) were self-conscious about being part of a post-
war generation.  We consider the ways their historical 
moment informs and is reflected by their work.  

* * *

EnGl 336AE lyrIC roMAnTICISM                             
InSTruCTor: SAMIrA MCCArTHy

This course examines primarily the works of the major 
Romantic poets (Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, 

Shelley, Keats) in the context of the revolutionary 
literary trends of the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries.  This new poetics, emphasizing the lyric as 
the essence of poetry, affected the course of literature 
to the present.  

* * *

EnGl 337AA 18TH-CEnTury CoMEDy                   
InSTruCTor: noEl CHEvAlIEr

Laughing comedy simplified the plots and cleaned up 
the humour of Restoration plays, but lost little of the 
humour or satire of the earlier dramas.  The five texts 
studied in this course, all highly readable, amusing 
plays, are also important commentaries on the social, 
political, and sexual codes that dominated English 
culture in the 18th century. 

* * *

EnGl 377AF STAGInG THE PASSIon                          
InSTruCTor: lEAnnE GroEnEvElD

This course will study various texts, medieval to 
contemporary, that dramatize the events of Christ’s 
passion: his trial, crucifixion, and burial.  

teaching 

Artwork by Christine Moleski 
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PuBlICATIonS

JIM PITSulA (History) has published For All We 
Have and Are:  Regina and the Experience of the 
Great War (University of Manitoba Press). The book 
examines how issues such as class, anti-immigrant 
actions, volunteer movements, local politics, and 
the social gospel played out against the backdrop 
of the war overseas. Writes DESMonD MorTon, 
Professor Emeritus of History at McGill University, 
writes `With Pitsula’s focus on local issues and 
controversies, the war emerges as a multi-purpose 
catalyst for changes both cruel and humane, most 
of them with roots in pre-war society but all of them 
enhanced by a wartime rhetoric of sacrifice and 
self-denial. His multi-faceted approach sets a high 
standard and should be welcomed as a model.’ 

*  *  *
Emeritus professor GEorGE MArSHAll 
(Philosophy, Campion) has published A Guide to 
Merleau-Ponty’s Phenomenology of Perception 
(Marquette University Press). There is also a second 
printing and new paperback version of Dr Marshall’s 
Angels: An Indexed and Partially Annotated 
Bibliography of Over 4300 Scholarly Books and 
Articles Since the 7th Century B.C., now in print from 
McFarland & Company in London.

*  *  *
AnnETTE DESMArAIS’ (Justice Studies) book on 
the powerful transnational peasant movement, La 
Via Campesina, has been translated into French with 
the title La Vía Campesina: une réponse paysanne à la 
crise alimentaire. The book examines how peasants 
and farmers have worked together to actively resist 
the devastating consequences of a globalized, 
neoliberal and industrial model of agriculture 
and food.  This desperate struggle aims not only 
to ensure the survival of producers of food and 
cultivators of rural culture, but also to keep people 
on the land and to build community everywhere.

*  *  *
KEn rASMuSSEn (JSGSPP and Political Science) 
has co-authored, along with Luc Julliet (University 
of Ottawa), a book on public service independence 
entitled Defending a Contested Ideal: Merit and the 
Public Service Commission, 1908-2008. Notes 

Rasmussen: ‘There is a renewed concern about 
politicization of the public service at both the 
provincial and federal level in Canada as well as 
in other Western democracies. We have seen the 
emergence of a new form of politicization, including 
a greater role for political personnel, pressure on 
public servants to be more responsive to political 
directives, and changes in attitudes of public 
servants themselves. Is politicization a reality or are 
these concerns exaggerated? Or is there another 
cause of the perception of politicization?’

AWArDS

The Humanities Research Institute makes funding 
available to faculty members for the publication 
of refereed books. This year’s Subvention Award 
winners from the Faculty of Arts are:

lEonA AnDErSon (Religious Studies), for 
editing Narrating Resistance: The Negotiation of 
Transcultural Space (Peter Lang Publishing); and

 rAyMonD BlAKE (History), for From Rights to 
Need: A History of Family Allowances in Canada, 
1929-1992 (UBC Press).

The HRI also provides funding to conference/
symposia organizers to help offset the costs 
associated with bringing in visiting speakers. This 
year, a Visiting Research Fellowship was awarded to 
CInDy MACKEnzIE (English), on behalf of Barbara 
Dana, for the annual meeting of the Emily Dickinson 
International Society, to be held in Regina July/
August 2009.

*  *  *

A book co-edited by WIllIAM SMyTHE and 
AnGElInA BAyDAlA (Psychology) along with 
JAMES PAPPAS, Cultural Healing and Belief Systems 
(Temeron), has been nominated for a 2008 Nautilus 
Book Award in the Spirituality and Religion category. 
The Nautilus Awards celebrate contributions 
to spiritual growth, conscious living, high-level 
wellness, positive social change as well as the arts, 
creativity and inspirational reading for children and 
young adults. 
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Presenting a Seminar Series on 
International Development
On 25 November MArIA AlExAnDrA MADI discussed ‘Economic 
Stability and Social Inequality in Contemporary Brazil.’  Professor 
Madi is the Chair of the Department of Economic Theory at the 
State University of Campinas, Sao Paulo, Brazil and currently a 
Distinguished Visiting Professor at the Faculty of Human Ecology at 
the University of Manitoba. Additional sponsors of this talk included 
the Departments of Anthropology, Economics, Sociology, Political 
Science, Women Studies and the Canadian Research Chair in Social 
Justice.

On 28 November GErry BArr presented ‘The Failure of 
Foreign Aid to End Global Poverty.’ Mr Barr is President/CEO of 
the Canadian Council for International Cooperation. Additional 
sponsors of this event included the Saskatchewan Council 
for International Cooperation and the Canadian Council for 
International Cooperation.

A Timely Economics roundtable
On 24 November, STuArT WIlSon, rICK KlEEr, GAry 
ToMPKInS, JoHn WrIGHT and JASon CHIlDS presented a 
Department of Economics Roundtable on the Global Credit Crisis. 
The roundtable examined the current credit crisis, gave some 
historical background on sub-prime mortgages (a key ingredient 
in the current crisis), and tried to explain exactly where the crisis 
began. Other issues tackled were why the crisis has since spread all 
around the globe, what the short-term impact on the Saskatchewan 
economy is likely to be, and what the longer-term implications 
will be for the financial sector - for instance, should we expect 
to see more government regulation of Wall Street investment 
banks? Limits on high-tech financial instruments like asset-backed 
securities?

Academic Seminar Series at Fnuniv
The First Nations University was pleased to present its Academic 
Seminar Series, which showcases the research of faculty members. 
Seminars in this series were also videoconferenced to FNUniv’s 
Saskatoon and Prince Albert campuses.

JESSE ArCHIBAlD-BArBEr (English) presented on 28 October; 
CArrIE BourASSA (Science) presented on 26 November; DAvID 
MIllEr (Indigenous Studies) will present on 28 January.

Father Knows Best?
lynn WEllS (English, Dean of Arts Office) 
presented a talk entitled ‘Father Knows Best? The 
Representation of Dads in Popular Culture’ at the 
Regina and District Food Bank on 18 November. 
No longer the authoritative patriarchs at the 
head of the household, according to Wells, 
today’s t.v. and movie dads are often crude, 
shiftless bunglers or unreliable losers. Wells’ talk 

explored what this shift in the representation of fatherhood says 
about our culture, and its anxieties about the structure of the family 
and masculinity in general. 

lively religious Studies Discussions
The Department of Religious Studies has lined up another set of 
vibrant speakers for its Religious Studies Idea Series, beginning with 
lISA AlExAnDrIn, who spoke on `Dream Diaries and Feminine 
Spirituality in Medieval Sufism’ on 14 November.

The Department also recently launched the Everything Religious 
Studies Series.  On 26 September, lEonA AnDErSon (Religious 
Studies) presented her DVD documentary entitled ‘Santeria: The 
Orishas of Cuba.’  On 31 October, DArlEnE JuSCHKA (Religious 
Studies/Women Studies) presented `Signifying Demons: Gender in 
the Ritualized Performance of Possession and Exorcism.’

Paradise Lost at the Shu-Box Theatre
On 14 November the Department of English invited all members 
of the University and the community to the Shu-Box theatre for 
an ‘epic’ reading of John Milton’s Paradise Lost. Beginning at 8:00 
a.m. and concluding at 8:00 p.m., the reading of all 12 books began 
promptly on the hour.

Conference Explores new Directions in 
Health research
On 12 -14 November the Community and Population Health 
Research (CPHR) Training Program and Saskatchewan Population 
Health and Evaluation Research Unit (SPHERU) were pleased to 
present the conference ‘New Directions in Population Health 
Research: Linking Theory, Ethics and Practice.’ The conference was 
aimed at exploring recent innovations and existing or emerging 
trends in population health research as they relate to reducing 
health disparities for particular communities or populations. The 
conference provided an opportunity for academic and community 
researchers, policy makers and practitioners to highlight the current 
state of population health research in Canada and abroad.

Campion College Presents Second 
Annual Alumni of Distinction Awards

DAnIEl ColEMAn (BA ‘86), a Canada 
Research Chair and professor at 
McMaster University, was awarded the 
Campion College Alumni of Distinction 
Award for Professional Achievement. 
Coleman teaches and does research in 
Canadian literature, the literary and 

cultural production of categories of privilege such as whiteness, 
masculinity, and Britishness, and the literatures of immigration 
and diaspora. He is known nationally and internationally and has 
received numerous honours for his academic work. In 2006, his 
book White Civility was awarded the Raymond Klibansky Prize and 
nominated for the James Russell Lowell Prize for most outstanding 
book. Another publication, Scent of Eucalyptus: A Missionary 
Childhood in Ethiopia received the Arts Hamiliton Literary 
Award for Best Non-Fiction. Dr Coleman is also the recipient of 
McMaster University’s President’s Award for Excellence in Graduate 
Supervision, the Canadian National Magazine Awards Silver 
Medal for the essay `The Babies in the Colonial Washtub,’ and the 
University of Regina’s Governor General’s Gold Medal.
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More Hot Topics at Chapters
The Faculty of Arts ran its ever popular Coffee House Controversies 
series again this Fall. This series features informal talks at Chapters 
Bookstore that focus on a controversial topic of interest to the general 
public. The talks are intended to encourage lively conversation and 
the open exchange of ideas. This term’s lineup featured the following 
speakers and hot topics (pictured from top to bottom): 

On 11 September JIM MulvAlE (Justice Studies) presented ‘A 
Guaranteed Income for All: What Social Justice Demands and the 
Planet Needs.’

On 25 September AllISon FIzzArD (History, Campion) presented 
‘That Boleyn Girl: What do Historians Know About Mary Boleyn and 
her Tudor Connections?’

On 9 October CInDy MACKEnzIE (English) presented ‘Does Poetry 
Have the Power to Heal? Reading Emily Dickinson.’

On 23 October BErnIE THrAvES (Geography) presented ‘Population: 
Does Size Matter?’

On 6 November KEvIn BonD (Religious Studies) presented ‘American 
McZen: A Yuppie Spirituality.’

Winding up this term’s offerings, BrEnDA AnDErSon (Women’s 
Studies, Luther) presented ‘You Talkin’ to Me? Muslim – Christian 
Feminist Dialogue.’

Book launch at Book and Briar
The Book and Brier Bookstore was the setting for the 7 November 
celebration and launch of JAMES PITSulA’s (History) new book 
For All We Have and Are: Regina and the Experience of the Great 
War (University of Manitoba Press). The book is a vivid account of 
the impact of WWI on the city of Regina, from the battlefield to the 
homefront. Pitsula was on hand to sign books and chat with readers.

Symposium reflects on the life and 
Works of Conan Doyle
At the Re-Examining Conan Doyle: Symposium at the University of 
Regina on 7-8 November, people interested in the life and work of 
Arthur Conan Doyle gathered to reflect upon and discuss the author’s 
life and works.  Participants were treated to a keynote address by well-
known biographer AnDrEW lyCETT (author of Conan Doyle: The Man 
Who Created Sherlock Holmes) entitled ‘Arthur Conan Doyle: What 
We Know and What We Still Need to Know.’

uS Election Brings Disucssion from 
Department of Political Science
On 27 October the Department of Political Science presented a 
Public Forum entitled ‘Obama versus McCain: What the U.S. Election 
Means,’ featuring a panel of political scientists from the Faculty 
of Arts, including SHADIA Drury (Philosophy/Political Science), 
MArTIn HEWSon (Political Science), KEn rASMuSSEn (JSGSPP), 
Ann WArD (Philosophy, Campion), and lEE WArD (Political Science, 
Campion). 

English Prof Delivers a Spooky lecture
On 30 October, nICHolAS ruDDICK delivered 
a talk about one of the master writers of the 
macabre, novelist Stephen King. In his talk, 
Ruddick explored how the king of horror has 
managed to startle and scare us all, and sell 
350 million books (in over 35 languages) in 
the process. The historic lecture theatre in the 

College Building at College and Scarth provided just the right backdrop 
for this spooky lecture.

Heritage Series Focuses on Chinese 
History in Saskatchewan
The Humanities Research Institute and the Centre for Continuing 
Education were pleased to present a lecture by KEn lEyTon-BroWn 
(History) as the latest installment of the Heritage Lecture Series, 16 
October. His lecture, ‘Chinese and the Law in Early Saskatchewan,’ 
focused on the history of marginalization of Chinese immigrants to the 
province who settled in the towns and cities along the Canadian Pacific 
Railway line. Leyton-Brown is an Associate Professor of History and is 
currently coordinator of the Teaching and Learning Scholars Project.

Department of French Celebrates new 
offices
The Department of French celebrated the official opening of its 
new offices on 16 October, with speeches, refreshments, and music 
courtesy of AnnETTE CAMPAGnE and DAvE lAWlor (French) 
(pictured at left). BruCE PlouFFE, acting Head of the Department, 
was master of ceremonies. A large crowd was present to celebrate 
the occasion and hear addresses from dignitaries including rEG 
urBAnoWSKI, associate deputy minister of advanced education, 
Government of Saskatchewan (pictured at right, with Plouffe), 
and representatives from the the Faculty of Arts, the Assemblée 
communautaire fransaskoise, and the Institut français. The event was 
followed by a reception in the Rotunda.

Elections Take Centre Stage
On 10 October The History Students’ Association was pleased to 
present ‘Sleeping Next to an Elephant? A Discussion of the Upcoming 
Canadian and American Elections.’ JIM PITSulA (History) and DAWn 
FlooD (History, Campion) were on hand to give short talks, followed 
by discussion and questions. Among the key questions the forum 
explored were: How similar are the two countries’ elections?  Why 
does the United States seem so divided? Why does Canada have a 
multiparty system and the US a two-party system?  What can history 
tell us about the current elections?
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Talking About History
The Department of History Colloquium series served up another round 
of topical discussions: 

On 26 September PHIlIP CHArrIEr (History) presented ‘The Making 
of a Hunter:  Daid Moriyama 1967-1972’, which contextualized the 
early work of a legendary Japanese photographer noted for his images 
depicting the breakdown of traditional values in post-war Japan.

On October 24 JAMES DASCHuK (Kinesiology and Health Studies) 
delivered a lecture entitled, ‘What History Can Learn From Science and 
Vice Versa’.

 Psychology Talk Explores Child Mental 
Health
The Department of Psychology presented a colloquium on 9 October 
featuring PATrICK MCGrATH, Canada Research Chair and Professor 
of Psychology, Pediatrics and Psychology at Dalhousie University. 
McGrath delivered a talk entitled ‘Getting Help To Kids That Need 
It.’ Referring to outcome data from clinical trials and from routine 
clinical implementation, he discussed how a lack of timely and 
appropriate intervention has contributed to serious disruption in the 
developmental trajectory of mentally ill children.

lecture Explores Quebec’s ‘language 
Wars’

On 9 October, Guy roCHEr delivered a lecture 
entitled `Quebec’s Language Wars’ at the 
University of Regina, sponsored by the Faculty 
of Arts, Department of French, Department of 
Sociology and Social Studies, and the Johnson-
Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy. Guy 
Rocher is a professor of sociology in the Faculty 
of Law at the University of Montreal. Author or 

coauthor of 23 books and more than 230 articles and chapters in 
books, Rocher is widely recognized as Quebec’s leading social scientist. 
He is perhaps most widely known in Quebec as one of the architects 
of the Quiet Revolution. As a member of the Parent Royal Commission 
on education in Quebec (1961-66), and of the Macdonald working 
group on Canadian universities (1967-69), Rocher participated both in 
revolutionizing Quebec’s education system from top to bottom, and in 
the great transformation of post-secondary education in Canada.

A Dialogue for the Ages
On 8 October, SHADIA Drury (Philosophy and 
Political Science) presented a dramatic reading 
from her new book Aquinas and Modernity: 
A Dialogue (Rowman and Littelfield, 2008). 
Performed by KAITlyn SEMPlE and KElly 
HAnDErEK from the Department of Theatre, 
the performance was an imaginary dialogue 
between St Thomas Aquinas and a female 
personification of Modernity tackling issues of 

the Inquisition, liberalism and licentiousness, the Islamic threat the 
Christian Europe, and the disenchantment of postmodernity. 

A new Season of Philosophy Cafe
The Department of Philosophy kicked off its popular Philosophy Café 
Series with a new venue, the Connaught Library, but the same mission: 
an open exchange of philosophical ideas. 

CrISTInA IonESCu (Campion) spoke on `Philosopher Rulers and 
Abolition of Families in the Ideal City’ on 17 September.

ElDon SoIFEr posed the question ‘Can There be a Just War 
against Terrorism?’ at the Connaught Library on 15 October. 

Ann WArD (Campion) led an exchange women, politics, and 
friendship, from an Aristotelian point of view on 25 November.

‘All in all,’ noted Soifer, ‘this series seems to be picking up right where it 
left off last year — a tremendous success!’

oMAD Series Brings the literary 
Discussion 
This fall saw the latest installment of the Department of English’s 
Orlene Murad Academic Discussion (OMAD) Series. 

On 19 September, JEAn HIllABolD (English) presented ‘The 
Christian Martyr and the Pagan Witness in The Well of Loneliness.’

On 17 October, IAn GErMAnI (History) presented ‘Sacred Space, 
Stage or Crossroads?  Paris’s Place de la République.’

On 7 November London-based biographer AnDrEW lyCETT 
presented `”Whatever Remains Must Be the Truth”: A Practitioner’s 
Guide to Biography.’

On 28 November, MICHElE DAWSon, an MA candidate in the 
Department of English, presented `The Kipling School Story:  From 
Nice Boys to “Hideous Little Men”.’

Art Meets Philosophy 
The Humanities Research Institute Profiling Scholarship Series 
presented a lecture by BélA SzABADoS (Philosophy and Classics) on 
17 September. In his presentation, Szabados’s personal recollections of 
travels with Nicholas de Grandmaison – a successful yet marginalized 
Canadian artist – were paired with an idiosyncratic description and 
assessment of his achievement.

Prairie Provinces Conference at u of r
26-27 September, the Department of Political Science and the 
Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy jointly hosted 
the first Annual Conference of the Prairie Provinces Political Science 
Association. Founded at the Congress in Saskatoon last year with 
representation from all the political science departments and policy 
studies programs in Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba, the PPPSA is 
modeled on the successful regional associations in BC and the Atlantic 
provinces. It is intended to build links between the departments, 
particularly between graduate programs, and provide an opportunity 
for graduate students to present conference papers in a more relaxed 
atmosphere than a major national conference. The plenary lecture 
on global citizenship was delivered by JAMES Tully, Distinguished 
Professor of Political Science, Law, Indigenous Governance and 
Philosophy at the University of Victoria and author/editor of many 
publications in the field of contemporary political and legal philosophy 
(or theory) and its history, and in Canadian political and legal 
philosophy. In his discussion, Tully explored two approaches within 
the literature on global citizenship. Copies of this lecture are available 
at the PPPSA website http://pppsa.athabascau.ca/events.php or by 
contacting any member of the local organizing committee: JErEMy 
rAynEr (Political Science), KEn rASMuSSEn (JSGSPP), KATHlEEn 
MCnuTT (JSGSPP), Ann WArD (Philosophy, Campion), and DAvID 
SMITH.
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