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Nichole Huck’s
entrancing story
of refugees
displaced by Burma’s
forgotten civil war.

The University of Regina Cougars track and field team enjoyed another
record-breaking season in 2006-07. The women’s team finished eighth
(previous best finish was 15th) in the country and the men’s team sent 14
student-athletes to the Canadian Interuniversity Sport (CIS) championships
in Montreal. Rookie Janine Polischuk won a gold medal in the CIS triple
jump, a silver medal in the long jump, and finished in fourth place in

high jump. If that wasn’t enough, she was also a member of the 4X400metre and 4X200-metre relay teams. On the men’s side, Gerod Weins
finished in sixth place in the CIS in the 60-metre hurdles and Wade Huber
finished in fourth position in the CIS long jump. Shown here (left to right)
are team members Paul Laxdal, Eric Clark and Kyle Green. AV Services
photo by Don Hall. Photo manipulation by Trevor Hopkin.
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It’s a small world—but I
wouldn’t want to paint it.
I heard the great understated
comic Steven Wright utter
those words some 20 years
ago. In this, the second issue
of Degrees, we get a glimpse
of just how small the world
can seem and how some of
our U of R colleagues are
making a difference on this
petite planet of ours.
There’s a lot of deliberation
these days about the future
of our fragile blue-green ball
as it continues to spin around
the sun. With the help of
some of the University’s
climate change experts at the
Prairie Adaptation Research
Collaborative (PARC),
Governor General’s Literary
Award-nominated author
Trevor Herriot gives us a new
perspective on the great
global warming debate.

It was in just such a
classroom that an idealistic
young journalism student was
sitting when she met a
Burmese refugee named BJ
who would change her life.
Not long after that meeting,
Nichole Huck found herself in
Thailand helping to get a
message out to the world
about the injustices faced by
Burma’s ethnic minorities
displaced by civil war. She
returned home with some
arresting photos of her visits
to Thai refugee camps and
organized an exhibit to share
her story with the Regina
community. One of Huck’s
images graces our cover.

Having a centre of excellence
like PARC at the University
means our researchers can
bring critical knowledge to
issues that affect us all. PARC
researchers for instance find
practical options to adapt to
climate change in Western
Canada. And there are close
to 20 other research institutes
on campus in fields as
diverse as particle physics
and gerontology.

Whether it is Rwanda or
Thailand, or, as is the case
with our story about Father
Neil Osiowy, Holdfast,
Saskatchewan, these stories
bring colour to our world. In
small measure that’s what we
at Degrees are doing. We are
telling your stories and, with
apologies to Mr. Wright, we
are painting this small world
of ours one incredible story
at a time.

Also in this issue, we take a
look at justice studies
professor Nick Jones whose
research has taken him on
several occasions to the
battered African country of
Rwanda. Jones is studying the
country’s court system as it
struggles to serve up justice
following the murder of
750,000 Rwandans by their
countrymen.

Greg Campbell
Editor

It’s in classes like Jones’
human justice course where
students can connect to the
world through our faculty’s
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first-hand expertise. You can
hear a pin drop when Jones
describes walking along
creaky pews to avoid
crushing the human bones
that still litter the floors of
some Rwandan churches.
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Just received the new
magazine Degrees within the
last couple of weeks. While the
extra large colour photos are
nice—and give the magazine
an expensive, slick look, I felt
that the issue was greatly
lacking in content. The Third
Degree always seemed to be
jam packed with a wide variety
of stories and this first issue
only had a handful of articles,
just a few snips of previous
years grads and where they
are now, etc. I trust my
comments provide food for
thought.
Sincerely,
Rena Denise Ramsay-Mackenzie
BA’89
Neilburg, Saskatchewan

I just finished reading the fall
issue of Degrees. My
congratulations for excellent
information packaged in very
few pages. As one of the first
international students to come
to Regina I am thrilled to read
about international
developments on the campus.
Once again thanks for keeping
us informed and in touch.
Best Regards,
Arun K.Garg MSc‘68
New Westminster,
British Columbia

I am now a retired member of
the U of R biology
department—I worked with Dr.
Ledingham for 40 years on the
U of R campus and I was SO
pleased to see your article in
the Fall 2006 issue—I hope he
did see it before he left us!
THANKS very much!
Gwen Jones BA’63, MSc’67
(retired)
(Editor’s note: The last issue of
Degrees featured a story about
the 60 years of contributions
by George Ledingham, the
founder of the University’s
herbarium. Ledingham passed
away October 18, 2006 just
days before Degrees was
printed.)

Ohhh, I'm so disappointed
with the new alumni magazine.
I always thought The Third
Degree was the catchiest title
of all my alumni mags (4).
Sorry, but I just don't get the
new title.
So many magazines are
reinventing themselves lately
with various degrees of
success. This is unfortunately
the worst effort I've seen to
create a new look. It's not all
bad but generally, my reaction
is thumbs down.
There was a lack of interesting
content—you've had some
good articles in the past—
what happened?
Forgive me for being so
negative but please, go back
to the drawing board and try
again. I'd rather give a
rahrahrah for my alma mater!
Unfortunately I just can't with
this version.
Sheri Torgrimson, BMusEd’84
Warsaw, Poland

I've been away since the end
of August and arrived home to
find the new Degrees. Way to
go—it has a great feel, both in
look and content.
Best Regards,
Darren Foster BAJ&C’89
Regina, Saskatchewan

We welcome your cheers and
your jeers. Let us know what’s
on your mind. Send your letters
to:
Degrees
University of Regina
210 North Residence
3737 Wascana Parkway
Regina, Sask.
S4S 0A2.
OR greg.campbell@uregina.ca
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President’s Note
First, I would like to take
this opportunity to thank
the University of Regina
Board of Governors for
appointing me as President
and Vice-Chancellor. Since
1969, I have enjoyed the
satisfaction of serving the
U of R; first as an
instructor in the classroom,
then as a department
head, and finally as a
senior administrator. It is
indeed a privilege to serve
the University as President,
and I look forward with
enthusiasm to contributing
to the University’s
accomplishments in the
year to come.

University’s expertise to the
communities we serve.

In the nearly four decades I
have been a part of the
University, I have seen
much growth and change.
The one thing that hasn’t
changed is the abundance
of individuals whose talent,
dedication and tireless
efforts help to make the
University of Regina the
dynamic institution that it
is today.

The campaign has created
new scholarships and
bursaries that support
students in all fields of
study. Its success also
allows us to increase the
opportunities for three
student groups that play a
critical role in the
University’s strategic
direction: international,
Aboriginal and graduate
students.

The University of Regina,
like all universities, has a
three-fold mission. One, of
course, is to teach. The
second is to foster a
research enterprise. And,
the third is to connect the
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The University’s Building
Dreams and Futures
campaign has now come to
a successful conclusion. I
am pleased to say that the
campaign has exceeded its
$75 million goal and has
greatly strengthened our
ability to fulfill our
missions of teaching,
research and community
service. Our early
achievement prompted us
to add a separate, $25
million planned giving
component to the
campaign.

The University of Regina
has achieved international
recognition for its research
enterprise. Now, thanks to
research funding from
Building Dreams and

Futures, U of R scholars are
realizing increased levels of
research activity, new
partnerships and new
opportunities.
The campaign also
supported the University’s
major role in the 2005
Canada Summer Games.
The Centre for Kinesiology,
Health and Sport, which
played host to some of the
Games’ principal events, is
also a legacy of the
Building Dreams and
Futures campaign.
The monies raised during
the campaign will also help
the University meet its
needs with respect to new
and emerging priorities.
I would like to personally
thank all the individuals,
families, organizations, and
corporations that
contributed to this most
ambitious campaign. I
would also like to
acknowledge the countless
members of the U of R
family—alumni, faculty,
staff, students, and
retirees—who laid the
foundation for success and
took the campaign beyond
our doors into the
community.

As well, I would like to
recognize the efforts of my
predecessors in this office
whose commitment to the
campaign helped ensure its
success.
The conclusion to the
campaign marks a
significant step forward in
our capacity to deliver on
our three-fold mission. It
also solidifies the
University of Regina’s
important two-fold role
that should not be
forgotten—as a builder of
dreams and futures.
Jim Tomkins

Right: Acting Vice-President
(Academics) George Maslany.
Far right: Kim Dorsch, one of the U of
R researchers conducting a study on
the stresses faced by hockey
officials.
Bottom: President Jim Tomkins (right)
with Springboard West Innovations’
Chair Randy Brunet.

Comings and Goings
Long-serving faculty member
and University administrator
Jim Tomkins was appointed
president by the board of
governors for a 15-month term
beginning March 26. Tomkins,
who has spent 37 years in the
service of the University, was
vice-president(administration)
for seven years and also
served as head of the
Department of Mathematics
and Statistics. He chaired the
University of Regina Faculty
Association and was a member
of the committee overseeing
the University’s academic and
administrative pension plan for
almost 35 years. Tomkins also
spent nearly four years on a
secondment to the provincial
government, serving as a
senior policy analyst on postsecondary education. He will
serve as president while a
comprehensive, one-year
search takes place for new
full-term president. He replaces
Robert Hawkins who resigned
in December.
George Maslany BA’66, MA’68,
associate dean of the Faculty

of Social Work has been
appointed acting vicepresident(academics). Maslany
began his U of R career in
1972 as a research associate
in the Faculty of Social Work.
In 1974 he was appointed
assistant professor and was
promoted to professor in 1983.
In 1990 he was appointed
associate dean of graduate
studies where he served until
1999. He also served as
director of the Social Policy
Research Unit and the
Saskatchewan Population
Health and Evaluation
Research Unit. Maslany was a
recipient of the Saskatchewan
Centennial Medal in 2006 and
continues to be an active
board member of the Phoenix
Residential Society and serves
on the Ranch Ehrlo Society
senate.
David Gauthier was appointed
vice-president (research and
international) on March 1.
Gauthier’s academic career
began at the University of
Regina in 1985 as an assistant
professor in the Department of
Geography. In 1992 he was
appointed associate professor

and was promoted to
professor in 1993. He founded
the Centre for Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) and
in 1995 was appointed the
executive director of the
Canadian Plains Research
Center (CPRC). For the past 11
years he administered the
Canadian Plains Studies
interdisciplinary graduate
program, the University’s
Canadian Plains Press, the
CPRC Research Fellowship
Program, the CPRC GIS
research and service
operations and the Woodrow
Lloyd Lecture Series. He
organized the first graduate
course on transdisciplinary
approaches to environmental
sustainability and led the
University’s involvement in the
establishment of the Prairie
Adaptation Research
Collaborative (PARC) focusing
on climate change adaptation
research. (See story page 14).
Gauthier was a recipient of the
Saskatchewan Centennial
Medal for his leadership on
the Encyclopedia of
Saskatchewan and was named
a President’s Scholar in 2002.

William F. Ready has been
elected as the University’s
seventh chancellor effective
July 1. Ready practiced law in
Regina for nearly 50 years
before retiring in 1998. For 11
years he was a trustee serving
on the Regina Public School
Board of Education (vicechairman for two years and
chairman for two years).
Marsha Barteski-Hoberg
BEd’94 was elected as the
senate representative for
District 7 and Patrick Maze
BA’92, BEd’96, MEd’05 was
elected by acclamation as the
senate representative for
District 2.

Awards and Recognitions
The spring convocation
ceremony honorary degree
recipients are Victor Cicansky
BEd’65, BA’67 and Thomas
Courchene. Cicansky is a
ceramicist and sculptor whose
work is collected around the
world. Courchene is one of
Canada’s pre-eminent
economic scholars. He has
published prolifically on
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Engineering faculty member
Gordon Huang.

Thomas Hadjistavropoulos receives
SHRF Achievement Award.

Aaron Wesaquate speaks at a Dec. 12, 2006 news conference announcing
K ââ ss pp oo hh tt aa m
m ââ tt oo tt ââ nn
a $225,000 donation to establish the CIBC K
Mentorship Program. The program connects elementary and high school
Aboriginal students with their U of R counterparts.

myriad policy issues and has
been much in demand as a
speaker, writer and advisor.
His work has greatly
influenced Canadian public
policy for over 30 years,
particularly monetary and
fiscal policy.

engineering. The two
simultaneous grants is a first
for a University faculty
member. Huang’s NSERC
grants, which total $560,000
over three years, are for two
different projects—one is to
develop a risk management
system for natural and humaninduced disasters, and the
other is for watershed
management under changing
climatic conditions.

recognizes his important work
as an expert on pain among
seniors and a leading thinker
on the ethics of pain
management.

This year’s Alumni Association
Awards for Excellence winners
are: Shaun Fallat, Department
of Mathematics and Statistics,
recipient of the Award for
Excellence in Teaching; Robert
Anderson, Faculty of Business
Administration, recipient of the
Award for Excellence in
Research; and, Murray Knuttila
BA’73, MA’75, Department of
Sociology and Social Studies
receives the Award for
Excellence in Public Service.
The awards are co-sponsored
by the Alumni Association and
the University.
Engineering professor Gordon
Huang has received two
Strategic Project Grants from
the Natural Sciences and
Engineering Research Council
(NSERC), the federal granting
agency that funds research in
the natural sciences and
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Nick Forsberg BEd’84, a
member in the Faculty of
Education, received the R. Tait
McKenzie Award of Honour by
the Canadian Association for
Health, Physical Education,
Recreation and Dance.
Forsberg received the award
for his commitment to the
advancement of health and
physical education in Canada,
during his nearly 20 years of
service at the U of R.
Thomas Hadjistavropoulos, a
professor of psychology and
director of the University’s
Centre on Aging and Health
has received a 2006
Saskatchewan Health Research
Foundation (SHRF)
Achievement Award. The award

Xue-Dong Yang, a faculty
member in the Department of
Computer Science, and
doctoral candidate Orland
Hoeber are the recipients of
the 2007 Innovation Award for
their continuing work to
improve the process of
conducting Internet searches.
Yang and Hoeber received the
award for their HotMap and
WordBars web search software
which allows computer users
to take a more active role in
the Internet search process.
Lead investigators Bonnie
Jeffery BSW’75 (U of R Faculty
of Social Work) and Nazeem
Muhajarine (U of S College of
Medicine) and their
Saskatchewan Population
Health and Evaluation
Research Unit research team
will receive $300,000 each
year for the next three years
from the Saskatchewan Health
Research Foundation’s Health
Research Team Grants.

Jean-Marie Nkongolo-Bakenda,
associate professor in the
Faculty of
Business Administration, was
named president of the
Canadian Council for
Small Business and
Entrepreneurship (CCSBE).

Briefly
University of Regina Rams
receiver Chris Bauman was
selected first overall by the
Hamilton Tiger Cats in the 2007
CFL Canadian Draft. Bauman
becomes the highest drafted
Rams player since Jason
Clermont BAdmin’06 who was
selected fourth overall in 2002.
The largest educational
publishing project in the
province’s history, the
Encyclopedia of Saskatchewan,
is now online for the world to
see. It features approximately
2,300 entries about the
province with more than 1,000
accompanying charts, graphs,
maps, tables and photographs.
Visit the Encyclopedia of
Saskatchewan at
www.esask.uregina.ca.

The University has partnered
with SpringBoard West
Innovations to help bring the
work of U of R researchers to
the marketplace. SpringBoard
will help clients access
commercialization programs
and services, and will develop
courses, workshops, seminars,
networking sessions,
tradeshows and major
conferences. For more
information visit
www.springboardwest.ca.
Among the “green” features of
the University’s new Lab
Building is a roof covered with
vegetation that will help
insulate the building and
extend its longevity. The
building also features passive
solar construction to maximize
heat from the sun in the winter
and minimize it in the summer
as well as a free-cooling
system. This system allows
interior heat to be conducted
through a heat sink, reducing
cooling costs for the entire
University. The provincial
government recently announced
an additional $23.6 million in
project funding to offset
unforeseen cost increases
caused by hyperinflation in the
construction industry. The
building will be one of the
most modern teaching and
research facilities in Canada
and will feature laboratory and
teaching space for more than
30 research teams including
approximately 100 graduate
students.
On a similar note, Energy
efficiency upgrades to five
buildings on the University of
Regina campus over the
coming year will result in
energy savings of
approximately $345,000
annually. The year-long project
will involve the Education
Building, the Ad-Hum Building,
the Dr. John Archer Library, the
Riddell Centre and the Heating
Plant.

Faculty of Kinesiology and
Health Studies researchers Kim
Dorsch and Harold Riemer are
part of a team involved in a
three-year study of stress on
hockey officials. During the
first year of the study
researchers plan to survey as
many as 10,000 officials from
across Canada. The researchers
will ask officials what they
perceive as stressors, assess
their hardiness and coping
styles, and ask them to state
how satisfied they are with
their performance, using
various measures.
The U of R and the Northern
Teacher Education Program
(NORTEP) have signed a
memorandum of
understanding to establish the
first community-based
master’s of education program
in the province. The La Ronge,
Sask.-based program is the
largest of its kind in the
province and is designed for
teachers outside the U of R’s
normal geographical
recruitment range. In addition
to providing a high quality
professional development
opportunity for teachers in
northern Saskatchewan, the
graduate degree program will
be located in the community,
and the instruction will have a
strong focus on issues faced
by students and teachers in
the northern part of the
province.
A new mentorship program at
the U of R will help increase
Aboriginal student enrolment
and support Aboriginal
students’ transition from high
school to university life. The
Kâ
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CIBC K
Mentorship Program was
established by a $225,000
donation from CIBC to the U
of R’s Building Dreams and
Futures campaign and will
connect elementary and high
school Aboriginal students
with their university
counterparts. The Cree word
kâspohtamâtotân means

“passing knowledge from one
generation to another”. The
program will increase
awareness of opportunities
and services available on
campus; act as a primary
source of information about
higher education for firstgeneration university students;
provide pre-admission
counselling; and improve
retention at the elementary
and high school levels.
U of R researchers could have
a hand in determining
fundamental questions about
the origin of the universe
when they participate in
ATLAS, the largest experiment
ever undertaken in the
physical sciences. The ATLAS
experiment is based at the
Large Hadron Collider (LHC), a
new particle accelerator
located near Geneva,
Switzerland at CERN—the
world’s largest particle physics
laboratory. The U of R is one
of only 11 Canadian
universities that will have
access to the data which will
begin to be collected this
summer. According to Randy
Lewis, head of the Department
of Physics, the project will
essentially re-write the book
on elementary particle physics.
CMA Canada (Saskatchewan) is
supporting the dreams and
futures of business
administration students with a
$100,000 gift to the University.
The organization’s generous
gift supports the Faculty of
Business Administration’s
Excellence Program
Scholarships. The program
enables students with a high
school average greater than 85
per cent to enter the faculty
directly as fully qualified
students and receive a variety
of benefits, including entrance
scholarships. CMA Canada’s
donation will help build an
endowed fund to support
these scholarships.

Helen Caldicott, a Nobel Peace
Prize nominee and one of the
world’s most renowned antinuclear advocates, delivered
her message to a U of R
audience as part of the Social
Policy Research Unit’s
“Rethinking Productivity”
lecture series.
The Social Policy Research
Unit’s 2006 Report Card on
Child Poverty in Saskatchewan
indicates that the province’s
child poverty rate has changed
very little over the past year.
The report says close to one
in five Saskatchewan children
lives at, or under, the poverty
line, which is unchanged from
last year. To view a copy of
the report visit the Social
Policy Research Unit’s website
at: http://www.uregina.ca/spr/

We Remember
Duncan Blewett the founder of
the University of Saskatchewan
(Regina Campus) Department
of Psychology passed away on
Feb. 24 in Nanaimo, B.C.
Blewett taught in the
department from 1961 until his
retirement in 1986. In the
1950s, Blewett and his
colleagues at the Weyburn
Psychiatric Hospital
revolutionized the use of LSD
in the treatment of psychiatric
patients.
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By Marie Powell Mendenhall BFA’80, BAJ&C’88, MA’01

The Times They Were
a Changin’
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field of concrete,
steel, and glass rises
up from a field at
the southeastern
edge of Regina. The
University of Regina,
founded in 1910, has grown
up to house more than
10,000 full- and part-time
students, divided into nine
academic faculties, 14
research centres, and three
federated colleges (Campion,
Luther, and First Nations
University of Canada).
In 1959, known as the
University of Saskatchewan,
Regina Campus, it boasted a
young, progressive faculty
with a strong focus on the
social sciences. The young
campus would quickly
become known as one of the
hotbeds of student activism
in 1960s Canada.
“There was, I think, an
optimism that we could
change the world,” says John
Conway, sociology and
social studies department
head, who transferred from
Saskatoon to Regina in 1965
to complete his honours and
master’s of arts degrees.
He found Regina more
politically active, possibly
because it lacked
Saskatoon’s more
conservative professional
colleges. Regina’s course
offerings fostered critical
thinking and social analysis
in what Conway refers to as
the “first wave” of privileged,
post-war students.

A

“We had grown up with
all the benefits of
hospitalization, and the
welfare state, and in the
1960s the move toward
making universities
accessible.” Students
responded to the “culture of
activism” shared among
their generation across
North America.
The 1960s and early
1970s were marked by
demonstrations, student
marches, and other peaceful
protests by University of
Regina students. As editor of
the Carillon student
newspaper, for example,
Conway made editorial
decisions that won him
notoriety with the campus
administration. He
published critical articles,
and refused to take ads for
alcohol, cigarettes, or the
military. Finally, he ran a
full-page photo essay
contrasting the zany
activities of students at the
‘Frosh’ day parade (an event
the paper was forced to
cover) with world events
such as poverty, starvation,
and children ravaged by war.
Social activism was not
the norm, however, and the
Student Representative
Council (SRC) fired him.
“But it turned the Carillon
around,” Conway adds. “I
lost, but ultimately we won,
because the Carillon became
a more [socially and
politically] relevant
newspaper from then on.”

Conway went on to study
at Simon Fraser University,
and returned to the U of R as
a faculty member in time for
an event that entered the
mythology of the University.
In 1972, a group of students
occupied the offices of the
dean of Arts and Science,
and the dean of Graduate
Studies and Research.
Among their demands were
autonomy from Saskatoon,
lower tuition fees, and
“parity” (an equal number of
students and faculty) on
decision-making boards.
One of the participants
was Murray Knuttila, who
went on to become dean of
arts from 1995 to 2002, and
is now working at the
Saskatchewan Population
Health and Evaluation
Research Unit. At that time
faculties like sociology had
parity already, but it was not
the case in all faculties.
“There came a moment in
which the right of students
to have representation at the
level of faculty was seriously
questioned and seemed to be
on the verge of being lost,”
he says.
The week-long
occupation was
spontaneous, and made up
of a number of different
groups from the radical to
the more conservative. He
was one of a group of
students who came in and
locked the filing cabinets to

Flower power…psychedelia… the Vietnam War—
the sixties was a time of shifting mores, sweeping
social and cultural change and a burgeoning
youth consciousness that defined a generation.
More than most North American campuses, the
University of Regina was a hotbed of student
protest and anti-establishment tenor. Alumna
Marie Powell Mendenhall looks back at the
activism of the sixties and sets out to find if that
legacy still exists on today’s campus.

A group of groovy students hang out under the arches of the Dr. John Archer Library.
Photo courtesy of University Archives and Special Collections
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U or R faculty member John
Conway.

Conway addresses a student power
rally in the late 1960s.

Murray Knuttila

Freedom of the press? Editor John Conway’s constant politicizing in the student newspaper finally cost him his job when the Student Representative
Council fired him. The October 22, 1965 Carillon headline heralded the news.

prevent access to the faculty’s
personal documents.
“Quite frankly some of us
played the role of keeping
the lid on things, of making
sure that nothing stupid
happened,” Knuttila adds.
Finally, University president
John Archer offered to meet
with the students, and
eventually struck a
committee to study parity
and student representation.
For the students, Knuttila
says, it felt as if “this is as
good as we’re going to get.
This is a concession that we
can live with.”

10
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Roberta Lexier, is a U of R
alumna now working on her
PhD in Alberta. She says the
strong “sense of difference”
was part of the fabric of the
Regina campus, and
contributed to its early
activism. Her master’s thesis
covered Regina’s early
activism, and her current
thesis will compare Regina
with Simon Fraser and the
University of Toronto.
“There was this sense
that because something new
and different was going to
be created and students

were going to be involved,”
Lexier says. “So [students]
started to demand a say in
how the University
functions and how the
University operates.”
Through the actions of
its activist core, University
of Regina students gained a
say in course evaluations,
teacher evaluations, and
curriculum development,
she adds. The University
also obtained autonomy
from Saskatoon, to become
the University of Regina in
1974. “Part of what forced
the government to take

action and split the two
universities apart was the
activism on campus,” Lexier
adds, “and the fact that the
U of R was so different from
Saskatoon.”
Today, student
representation in decisionmaking remains strong, says
Kathleen Wilson a former
Students’ Union vicepresident of external affairs.
"I think that we do have
power in numbers when we
organize."
Top issues for students
today include the rising

Kevin Miller

Kathleen Wilson

The 1973 Students’ Representative Council included (left to right) Bill
Wells, Ted Leaker, Larry Kowalchuk and a young Pamala Wallin (second
from left).

costs of tuition, the
accessibility of education for
everyone, and the quality of
education—including the
overuse of sessionals and
lack of security for
professors, she says.
She is aware of the U of
R’s activist history through a
student-organized event in
February 2007 that included
tribute bands, and speeches
from those involved. She
talks wistfully about the
Students’ Union being able
to arouse 60 per cent of the
student body back then:
“That would never happen
now.”
“We’re becoming
disengaged from all the
processes. There’s a huge
disconnect there.”
At a rally earlier this year,
about 400 students showed
up to protest the
high costs of tuition. In
April, when cabinet minister
Warren McCall's interim
report on post-secondary
education recommended
lowered tuition fees, the
students took it as a victory.
“I think that’s a direct
result of the lobbying that’s
been done by students and
the strong activist feelings
that are around now,” says
Kevin Miller, who was
Luther College director on
the Students’ Union last
year. Miller brings up
another victory for student
activism: the 2006
occupation of the
president’s office to protest
an enrollment limit to
Luther and Campion

Colleges as a result of a
funding shortfall.
Unlike the 1972
occupation, only 17 students
took part. These bleary-eyed
students met on the green
on the day after the end of
classes last April, Miller
says. They walked across the
Academic Green, past the Ad
Hum pit and finally to the
president’s office, carrying
pillows, blankets, snacks,
and everything they might
need for a long siege. Since
they knew the president was
at the University that day—
they had bumped into him
on the way over—the
students hunkered down to
wait.
“We had finals coming
up, so we spent most of our
time studying and playing
travel scrabble,” Miller
remembers. “It was a very
orderly but firm sit-in, I’d
say.”
After only two and a half
hours, the students were
promised a meeting with
administration on Monday
to discuss the situation. It
was a "good outcome,"
Miller adds, and attracted
most of the local media. As a
result, enrollment
was limited in 2006-07 but
the limit will be lifted in
2007-08. The University and
federated colleges are
engaged in an ongoing
dialogue now, on how to
manage the distribution of
enrollment in the future.
“I’d never thought of
organizing a sit-in,” Miller
adds, although he was aware

of the U of R’s 1960s
activism through a course
on the subject. “We were
just concerned about what
was going on and did
something about it.”
Activism is cyclical, Miller
points out, and occurs when
an issue warrants a
response.
“I don’t think it’s as
strong today, but I think
that there’s definitely still
an activist movement that
will always be alive in
students. When something
like the class cuts situation
comes up, it brings all these
people that normally don’t
get involved. They see
something that they want
changed and all of a sudden
there’s a ground swell of
opposition to something.”
Today’s student has more
work, more worry, and more
debt than the 1960-70’s
equivalent, comments
Knuttila. Many have
families, or need full-time
jobs during University to
fund their studies. On the
whole, students may be
active in anti-globalization,
anti-poverty, and other
larger issues, but they are
generally less active in local
issues than the average
student of the early 1970s.
Conway suggests
students today “are much
more progressive” as a
group. “What’s different I
think is the students back in
those days thought they
could change the world.

“There was a sense that if
we did our work as a
movement that these
politicians who were
sensible would move on the
issues. They did it enough
times that it seemed to
make it worthwhile.”
Today students tend to
try a personal response to
issues,” he adds.
For Wilson, activism is
the result of a personal
decision. “I think people can
make a change if they get
involved. I think our voices
are important.”
“I think the 60s showed
the power of non-violent
protest,” adds Miller, “in
achieving goals and
bringing attention to issues
that need attention given to
them.”
“You don’t need training
to be an activist,” says
Miller. “I think it’s good to
get new people involved as
they come to university so
that they know what the
issues are and they know
why the fight’s being fought.
But I think that’s how they
fight the fight—it’s just
something you learn along
the way.” D
Marie Powell Mendenhall is an
award-winning writer based
in Regina. Her first book
Dragonflies are Amazing!
was published last year by
Scholastic.
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Art Wakabayashi has served as the Chancellor of the
University of Regina since 2001. Under his watch he has
conferred over 13,500 degrees, diplomas and
certificates to graduating U of R students. He has held
senior positions with the federal and Saskatchewan
governments and is a graduate of the University of
Saskatchewan and Harvard University. Wakabayashi is
a member of the Order of Canada and the Honorary
Consul-General of Japan at Regina. His last convocation
ceremony as Chancellor was early in June.
D What about your role as
Chancellor brought you the
most joy?
The highlight of being a Chancellor
is to preside over the annual spring
and fall convocation ceremonies to
share with family, friends and faculty
the formal recognition of the
degrees and certificates conferred
on our graduates. I especially
treasured conferring honorary
degrees to individuals whom I knew
personally.
D We all have a special person
who has been a major influence on
our life. Who is that person in your
life and why?
Al Johnson, recognized as one of
Canada’s pre-eminent public
servants, was the person who
attracted me to the Saskatchewan
public service. I was in my
graduating year at the College of
Commerce at the University of
Saskatchewan, when he (at that
time deputy provincial treasurer)
met with us and described the
opportunities in the public service.
While in the position of secretary of
the Treasury Board in Ottawa, he
persuaded me to apply for a
position with the federal
government. As a result of his
influence, I spent 38 years as a
career public servant.

term as Chancellor. I admired and
was impressed with his intellectual
capacity and leadership, his
administrative and management
style, and tireless commitment and
dedication. I particularly credit
David for strengthening the
University’s relationships and
partnerships with the wider
community by demonstrating the
significant contributions that the
University makes towards the social,
cultural and economic development
of our society.
D What is your favourite movie?
My favorite movie is The Sting. I
enjoyed the performances by Paul
Newman and Robert Redford (the
con men) and Scott Joplin’s ragtime
music. I was completely “stung”.
D What are your plans now that
the role of Chancellor won’t be
taking up your time?
I will have the flexibility to travel
more; to sightsee and visit family
and friends. I may have time for
some “outside” reading, instead of
plowing through the voluminous
documents in preparation for
Senate, Board of Governor, and
committee meetings.
D The thing about you that would
surprise people is?
I used to play the violin.

D Who was one of the more
interesting people you met in your
role as Chancellor?
I had the privilege of being
associated with the former president
David Barnard during most of my
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By Trevor Herriot
Photos by Don Hall, AV Services

When naturalist and author Trevor Herriot went
looking for answers about global warming and
adaptation to climate change he turned to the
University’s Prairie Adaptation Research
Collaborative. What he found was an emerging
ethic, one informed both by science and
culture. As Herriot discovered, adapting to
climate change demands that we embrace a
new relationship with the land—our very future
may depend on it.

Changing Climate,
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“The land doesn’t know what the people want any
more. And the people have forgotten what the land
needs. The elders say even the water feels different
these days, and the thunderbirds, when they are
heard at all, are making an unfamiliar sound. . . .
They say we are losing our medicinal plants. . . .
Things are changing rapidly, and it’s creating a
deficit, a void that makes it difficult to adapt and
remain connected to the land.” Willie Ermine
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ven over the phone I could see
him shifting easily, gracefully
between the two worlds that he
spans with his work as a First Nations
University of Canada ethicist and
researcher. Willie Ermine has been
working with the network of climate
change researchers stationed at the
Prairie Adaptation Research
Trevor Herriot
Collaborative (PARC) on the U of R
campus, to bring to light the adaptation
challenges faced by First Nations people in the forested
regions of the province.
The gap between Western science as it is practiced by
climate change experts and the traditional knowledge of
Woodland Cree elders and ancestors seems so vast and yet
PARC—with people like Ermine and his non-Aboriginal
colleagues—are bridging that chasm with great humility
and courage.
A few weeks before our talk, I spent part of an afternoon
listening to presentations by PARC scientists at a workshop
on climate change on the Prairie. It was part of a three-day
conference on Prairie conservation and endangered species.
Hundreds of people had gathered from points around
Western Canada to share their research and programming
all aimed at addressing the long list of problems faced by our
grassland species and ecosystems. There is no shortage of
bad news at such a gathering, but I went in part hoping to
find some small encouragement in the efforts of those who
have not yet given up the struggle to protect wildness on the
Plains.
At the coffee break before the climate change workshop,
one delegate who works with endangered rattlesnakes in
Lethbridge, told me that drier landscapes might allow the
Prairie rattlesnake to expand its range northward in Canada.
That was something to hold onto, but moments later a
veterinarian pathologist from Saskatoon said that he is
expecting tick-borne diseases and other parasites to move
onto the Canadian Plains from the south and east.
Then the workshop began, first with Elaine Barrow of
PARC outlining the future climate scenarios based on
complex mathematical calculations, 40 of them in fact,
known as “Global Climate Models” or “GCMs”. The different
GCM-based scenarios for the Prairie provinces spell a drier
climate and a seasonal shift in the distribution of
precipitation, leading to possibly more in winter and less in
the summer. As Dave Sauchyn, PARC’s research coordinator,
said when he took the podium, the net result, with
temperature trumping precipitation, would most likely be
less moisture available for the land and lakes and rivers, and
droughts of greater length, frequency, and severity.

E
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Norman Henderson, PARC’s executive director, stood to
describe the severe changes to the landscape under such a
moisture regime (see sidebar). The workshop went on its
way, with several more scientists linked to PARC rising to
contribute futures extrapolated from their portion of the
climate change research spectrum.
Climate change work, particularly on the adaptation
side of things, forces us to look at the future over a longer
term than we are accustomed to considering. For a culture
that is run on the five-year plans of business and
government policy-makers, the future has always been a
comfortable destination, a place where growth and
development would satisfy our indeterminate desires for
improvement. Now, even the most callow of planners are
having to think about the next 50 or 100 years when
ecological realities will increasingly dictate economic and
social realities. And some are beginning to see that
unchecked growth is, if anything, a threat to the future.
The day I visited Dave Sauchyn at PARC’s offices, we
talked about the recent shift in public awareness of climate
change and the need to adapt. Sauchyn remembered a group
of young environmentalists who were going through town a
few years ago on a cross-country bike ride to call for better
climate change policy. “We offered a donation to their cause,
but they refused it. They said ‘we don’t want money from
you—you’ve given up.’ They didn’t like our message that
climate change can’t be entirely reversed.”
As we discussed the adaptability of rural people—from
farmers who are changing over to sustainable methods to
the group of crop-sprayers who are finding ways to use less
water and reduce spray-drift—it became clear that, although
PARC is necessarily dominated by the mindset of Western
science, their interdisciplinary approach is casting a net
wide enough to encompass other modes of adaptation.
“You should talk to Willie Ermine,” Sauchyn said, “He
has a different perspective on all of this.”
An eight hundred kilometre trip to Prince Albert and
back to interview someone about climate change would
have released an embarrassing load of carbon into the
atmosphere, so we talked over the phone.
“Context is important.” Ermine began telling me about
his work with Shoal Lake Cree Nation east of Nipawin and
James Smith Cree Nation, near Melfort on the southern
fringe of the boreal forest. He spoke about the changes elders
have seen, not merely from their own life spans reaching
back to the 1930s but from the oral tradition and its
testimony of an era long before agriculture and forestry
came to their lands. Somewhere in that elder-history there is
a baseline representing the normal life of the forests, rivers,
and lakes that once sustained Woodland Cree people.

Last year a team of scientists from the University of Texas studying Greenlands’s ice cap (pictured) found evidence of accelerated melting consistent with
increases in global warming. The melting ice has already increased global sea levels and is beginning to change the composition of the ocean's salt
water currents flowing past northwestern Europe. If completely melted it could raise sea levels by seven metres—more than enough to drown all the
world's low-lying islands and even some entire nations, like Holland. Photo: CP/John McConnico

Ermine quickly recounted the decades of drought and
flood up to 2006, when the people suffered both calamities
in the same year. “The thunderbirds, the people say, have a
different sound to them. The hydrological cycle is changing.
Water tends to run off the land faster. We’re not just talking
about climate change. All of the changes to the
environment—clear-cutting and other forestry practices,
agriculture—affect how the water moves. Because of
agriculture, the water rushes off and there is little seepage.
“We can’t draw a line between climate change and all
the other changes—not only to the environment but social
and cultural changes too.” It was surprising to learn how
suddenly these changes have come to the people of Shoal
Lake and James Smith. He said that most of this upheaval
has happened within the memories of the elders he works
with.
“Not long ago, there were no roads in these areas.
Everyone depended upon the land. People could read the
land, see when the weather was going to change, tell what
kind of season they would have, what things the land would
offer. People hunted and trapped and they were in
communication with the land—it was a reciprocal
relationship: the land knew what the people wanted and the
people knew what the land wanted.”
He described this reciprocity as communication that
involved talking and listening. An elder using a medicine
would go to where the plant lives and address it properly as

a sentient being, a “responsive creature.” Listening is the
only way to learn its terrain, its purpose in healing, and
what it expects from us. The elders have told Ermine that
when this bond is maintained well, with respect for the
other intelligent beings in the land, then the earth takes
pleasure in its bond with the people.
Instead, during recent decades, roads, industrialized
agriculture, forestry and the modern comforts and private
attainment they offer have made it nearly impossible for the
people to stay in contact with the land—and with one
another. Ancient traditions of communal cooperation and
ownership have broken down, and young people are drifting
away from traditions and beyond the influence of elders.
There is a new void, Ermine said, between the people and
the land that has fed them for thousands of years. Never
mind future scenarios of climate change, this void arises
from devastation already visited upon the indigenous people
of our forests. Floods and droughts are merely a playing out
of a hand we dealt long ago.
Even so, Ermine believes that adaptation is possible if
we make the right choices and foster an ethic of reciprocity
and respect. Up to now, the wrong kind of adaptation has
been encouraged amongst First peoples.
“James Smith First Nation adapted to agriculture but did
it really enhance their lives? I would call it a maladaptation.
Mining is the same for northern communities—if they latch
onto that, it too will become another maladaptation.”
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What is the future for Saskatchewan’s diverse landscape under the threat of global warming?

Over the long run, successful adaptation will bring all
people back into right relationship with other beings. This,
Ermine said toward the end of our conversation, is the
question the elders leave us with: How do we build a culture
that has an ethic of right relationship with the earth?
The words may not carry the rigour of a research
question, but it encompasses much of the inquiry faced
every day by the scientists at PARC. On the face of things, the
Prairie Adaptation Research Collaborative is a collection of
the usual specialists—geographers, biologists, and
ecologists—researching narrow questions in separate silos
of expertise. But it is more than that when it reaches out to
cross cultures and disciplines and at least considers the
possibility of a renewed ethic guiding our reciprocity with
the land.

Prairie Adaptation
Research
Collaborative
Possible
Scenarios as a
Result of Climate
Change in
Saskatchewan
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In the end, that may be what seems most hopeful in the
work of PARC: the recognition that adaptation research is as
much about ethics and culture as it is about managing
resources and posting future scenarios; and that the way
forward for Prairie people and the grasslands, forests, and
waterways that give us life. D
Trevor Herriot is a naturalist and writer who explores the
landscape and the human relationship to the land. His first book
about the Qu'Appelle River Valley, River in a Dry Land: a Prairie
Passage received several national awards and a nomination for
the Governor General’s Literary Award for Non-Fiction. His book
in progress, Grass, Sky, Song: the Gift of Grassland Birds, will
be published by HarperCollins.

• Closed-basin lakes such as Redberry Lake, Old Wives
Lake, Quill Lake, Manitou Lake and others may well
disappear.
• Under drier conditions some ecozones may shift
northward resulting in the southern boreal forest
becoming more like aspen parkland; the southern
aspen parkland becoming more like moist mixed grass
prairie; the southern mixed-grass prairie becoming
more like mixed-grass prairie; the mixed grass prairie
becoming more like short-grass and so on.
• Some wetlands would evaporate.
• Island forests, such as those at Cypress Hills and
Moose Mountain Provincial Park may be partially or
completely lost.
• Wildlife corridors could bring unwanted and invasive
species into the region.
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a court in Kigali, Rwanda.
Justice studies professor Nick Jones sits with children at a g
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Justice studies
professor Nick
Jones’ research
takes him to
Rwanda where he
discovers first-hand
Rwandans’ efforts to
put back the pieces
of their shattered
country.

Looking around the bar, U of R
justice studies professor Nick Jones
couldn’t shake the question that was
swirling around in his head. He was in
Kigali sitting in the Chez Lando Grill, a
lush-open air restaurant that was
partially destroyed in the 1994
Rwandan genocide, a tragedy that saw
the death of nearly a million people in
just 100 days.
While there were hero stories of Hutus
who saved their Tutsi friends and
neighbours during that time there are
also 750,000 Hutu now on trial for
committing atrocities.
Jones was in a room where both
groups were sharing plates of goat
brochettes and herb-stuffed tilapia fish.
He turned to his friend, a professor at
the National University of Rwanda.
“Look around. Can you tell the Tutsis
from the Hutus in this restaurant?”
His colleague laughed. Because of
the historically noted intermarriage

between the two groups there is often
times no great physical distinction
between the two. The ethnic divide and
level of tension between the Hutus and
Tutsis was institutionalised during
Belgian colonization.

Jones was in the central African
country researching the interaction
between Rwanda’s community-based
courts, the national court system, and
the International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda (ICTR) and how they are
helping the country come to terms
with the most infamous period in its
history.
The community-based courts or gacacas
(pronounced ga-cha-cha and literally
means “justice on the grass”) are at the
front-lines of Rwanda’s challenge to
bring the majority of the accused to
trail. They often consist of no more
than a tarp, a few chairs, and a long

of a Nation

BIRTH
By Shanan Sorochynski BA’02
Photos courtesy of Nick Jones
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A stained glass window in
Rwanda’s Genocide Memorial
Center represents the prospect of
hope.

Jones makes new friends in
Rwanda.

table for the nine people who serve as
the court’s judges. These men and
women are the community’s
inyangamugayo—its people of integrity.
Traditionally in Western society
restorative justice practices are not
applied to serious offences so Jones was
interested to see if a community-based
court would be able to effectively
adjudicate murder cases in a way that
satisfied the community and the
victims and yet uphold the rights of
the offender.
While there has been criticism
from groups such as Amnesty
International about prison conditions
and the lack of legal representation for
the accused Jones sees potential in how
the system emphasises community
involvement.
“Without accountability, without
addressing the crimes it is more
difficult to move forward,” Jones says.
“Part of addressing the crimes is
recognizing the suffering the victims
had and giving credence to their
suffering and bringing closure. Is this a
means for community building, the
gacaca court? Quite possibly. If it can
get rid of or at least reduce ethnic
tension its worthwhile. Rather than
splitting and dividing it can bring
people together.”
But it is a small step for some.
Rwandans are cognizant of the fact
that even if convicted, the most senior
planners and organizers of the
genocide, adjudicated at the
international level (ICTR), will live a
more comfortable life than the
survivors.
“The international prisoners get
three meals a day,” says Jones. “They
have beds. They have shelter. They
have access to the internet and can
watch television. That’s just not a
reality for 95 per cent of Rwandans.”
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Photographs of loved ones lost in
the genocide.

Others are frustrated with the
double standard imposed by the new
government. When the Rwandan
Patriotic Front (RPF) fought the civil
war it took office and ended the
genocide with its victory. However,
during this time it has been reported
that the RPF also carried out reprisal
killings against the perpetrators of the
genocide, the Hutus. Even though the
murders fall within the mandate of the
International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda, not a single member of the
RPF has been indicted for the crimes.

This was Jones’ first research trip.
He expected to get on a plane,
experience body-numbing jet lag, talk
to all the appropriate people, visit all
the necessary places and then turn
around and come home again—
unaffected. He soon discovered that
detaching himself from the cruel
reality of Rwanda’s past was hardly
possible—even for a well-intentioned
academic.
“I thought I’d go over as an
objective researcher,” Jones says.
“When I filled out my ethics
application to do the research I
concerned myself with the subjects of
my research, who I would talk to and
how I would approach them and
concerns for anonymity, what impact
it would have on them. And one
professor at the U of Calgary pointed
out ‘Well what about you?’ I hadn’t
thought about it.”
Everywhere he went Jones saw the
vestiges of the genocide.
He stood at memorials, in front of
long clotheslines of blood-stiff shorts
and shirts that were used to identify
the dead. He toured an orphanage with
bare cupboards and 400 children under
its roof. He visited the Church of

Nyamata, a small building, its ceiling
still stained with blood, where bullet
holes squint through the doors and
shards of shrapnel have ripped through
the walls letting a shower of light pour
in. He walked on creaky church pews
to avoid stepping on the human bones
that littered the floor. And he inhaled a
dankness that can be found no where
else on earth.
Despite these horrendous incidents
Jones also experienced grand human
moments where the resiliency of the
Rwandan people was on full display.
On one of those occasions he visited
with a poor family who insisted Jones
take a bag of corn with him. He
reluctantly accepted the gift and left
with a profound sense of Rwandan
people’s generosity and spirit.
“I don’t know how they do it. The
strength and internal fortitude of some
of these people is mind boggling. Some
people say that maybe the hope for
Rwanda doesn’t lie in this generation or
the next one but maybe the one
following, given progress that there is a
change in how they view themselves.”
The Rwandan educational system
has already begun to address the high
level of tensions between Hutu and
Tutsi. The country’s youth are learning
from the mistakes of previous
generations and are being taught at an
early age that while they are either
Hutu or Tutsi—they are all simply
Rwandans. D
Shanan Sorochynski graduated from the U
of R with an English degree in 2002. After
years of chasing down leads in Manitoba
for her hometown’s newspaper, the
Dauphin Herald, she returned to her alma
mater, to write for the U of R Report, the
faculty and staff newspaper.

“I don’t know how they do it. The strength and
internal fortitude of some of these people is mind
boggling. Some people say that maybe the hope
for Rwanda doesn’t lie in this generation or the
next one but maybe the one following, given
progress that there is a change in how they view
themselves.”

Jones standing next to human remains at Nyamata.
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Focal Point
When Todd Mintz BAdmin’90 isn’t
preparing or analyzing financial
reports he can most often be found
in a wetsuit pursuing his hobby—
underwater photography. The 39year-old accountant has been
snapping underwater pics since
1996 when a friend lent him an
underwater camera. In 2002 he
began entering his photos in
competitions and, well, things
started to click. He has amassed a
shelf-full of awards and honours
and won numerous diving trips
around the world. To see what
depths Mintz will go to get a good
photo visit his website at:
www.pbase.com/yahsemtough.
Top: Mintz during the 17-day
Indonesian dive trip he won after
receiving Best in Show at a 2004
San Francisco competition. Photo
by Jen Hayes.

Top right: A trip to Fiji in February
2007 yielded Mintz many images
including this shot of a diver
amidst the soft coral. Above: A
decorated warbonnet photographed
off Vancouver Island. Left: A
camera-shy fimbriated moray eel
takes exception to a photo taken.
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Focal Point
Top left: A Caribbean reef shark circles menacingly close in this photo from
Mintz’s trip to the Bahamas. Right: Mintz’s photo of an anemone, also
known as a clownfish, has received a number of honours including the
Highly Honoured Winner in the Oceans category at a Nature’s Best
Photography magazine contest. The photograph was also part of the 2006
Natures Best Photography exhibit at the Smithsonian Natural History
Museum and a Grand Prize winner in the 2007 Scuba Diving Magazine
photo contest. Above centre: A giant Pacific octopus taken in 2003 off
Port Hardy on Vancouver Island. Above: A playful group of Atlantic spotted
dolphins photographed in the Bahamas in 2004.
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The
Resurrected
Life of Neil
Osiowy
By David Sealy
A former greeting card
salesman turns his life
around and finds his
calling as a Catholic
priest in small town
Saskatchewan.
Photos by Don Hall, AV Services
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It’s a late afternoon in April in Holdfast, Saskatchewan.
The sun is sinking behind the town’s only remaining grain
elevator and the day’s warmth recedes—spring may be
imminent, but it’s taking its time.
Fresh from a visit with a few local townspeople at
Holdfast Community Café, Father Neil Osiowy BAdmin’93
strides briskly down Main Street toward Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Church, an impressive building that sits
on the edge of town, overlooking brown, fallow fields. It was
constructed in the 1920s when Holdfast, like many other small
towns was larger, more viable and vital.
It’s almost time for his ritual 7.5-kilometre run. Osiowy is
talking about the tools of his trade—specifically an
aspergillum, or holy water sprinkler, which will be used as
part of the baptismal ritual at the coming Easter Vigil.
“The stainless steel ones don’t have much range—only
about two feet,” Osiowy explains. “And we have a big church. I
went looking for something that would throw more water and
bring more delight to people. I found a bamboo wok cleaner
works well, reaching nearly 25 feet. My mom said, ‘Oh, people
are going to get soaked.’ But I have a lot of fun with it. To me,
Easter is about joy, it’s about life. I was taught to use big
symbols and big gestures.”
The five years after Osiowy’s graduation proved to be a
challenge—there were struggles with alcohol and a hunger for
spiritual fulfillment. Nonetheless, the personable and dynamic
38-year-old has emerged all the stronger from these travails.

Father Neil Osiowy.
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Although he was raised in a strong Catholic
household, Osiowy’s religious beliefs offered
scant consolation. “I felt I was just another
person walking the earth and no one cared. I
wasn’t even sure that God cared about me. I
began to wonder about the bigger meaning of
existence.”

Osiowy gives communion at Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Holdfast, Sask.
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Part of Osiowy’s routine involves a lengthy run around the Holdfast townsite or countryside.

He entered the seminary in 1998 and was ordained in
2004. He served as associate pastor for two years at St. Martin
de Porres and St. Anne parishes in Regina. Since the fall of
2006, he has been the pastor to three rural parishes—Dilke,
Holdfast, and Craik—and to say he has made a positive
impression on his parishioners would be an understatement.
Upon his graduation it seemed that Osiowy would
follow a predictable path. “I looked to the example of my
brother and my father who were both accountants,” he says.
“I thought I’d get married, have a nice house and family—
the usual aspirations of young people in the 90s.”
Osiowy landed a job as a sales rep with a greeting card
company serving southern Saskatchewan. He remembers
telling his parish priest, about his new job. The priest’s
comments proved to be prescient. “Father Ken said, ‘Oh
great, a sales job. That’ll help you sell the good news some
day.’ I thought, this man doesn’t know what he’s talking
about.”
“Neil got along with everybody,” says Don Hutmacher, a
co-worker of the day who witnessed Osiowy’s excellent
people skills first-hand. “He went out of his way to help you.
All the customers enjoyed Neil’s company, even though he
had some misgivings about his job.”
In turn, Osiowy appreciated his customers, “They were
living in small towns because they wanted to be there, and
they invested a lot of effort to keep their communities alive.”
However, he was less comfortable with his own
circumstances. “My friends all seemed to have better jobs
and were making more money than me. I thought my
product was overpriced in a declining market and I was
selling it to communities in decline.”
Osiowy became increasingly reliant on alcohol to help
him cope with the dissatisfaction. “My partying was up and

my work performance was down. My priorities were way
out of whack.”
Although he was raised in a strong Catholic household,
Osiowy’s religious beliefs offered scant consolation. “I felt I
was just another person walking the earth and no one cared.
I wasn’t even sure that God cared about me. I began to
wonder about the bigger meaning of existence.”
After failing to meet his sales quota, Osiowy was fired
from his job.
He took time to re-evaluate his life. “I met Father Joe
Balzer through Alcohol and Drug Services. He did a session
on spirituality and the recovering alcoholic. I talked to him
about where God was pulling me.
Osiowy also sought the advice of other priests. Then,
when Father Joe suddenly passed away two months later, he
finally got “the kick in the butt I needed to get off the fence
and do something. What I came to see in church and
through addiction support was that God had placed people
around me to help me become the kind of person that He
wanted me to be.”
Osiowy decided on the priesthood. “It wasn’t necessarily
a burning bush event. At first I wanted to help people like
myself who had struggled with alcohol addiction. Then it
occurred to me that I could help people in all walks of life as
a priest. Somehow, the seeds that had been planted in the
past began to take root.”
After a six-year stint at St. Peter’s Seminary in London,
Ontario that was sponsored by the Archdiocese of Regina,
Osiowy earned a master of divinity degree from the
University of Western Ontario. His new life came to fruition
and he returned to Saskatchewan.
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Whether delivering the word of God or enoying a cup of coffee with parishioners, Osiowy has found happiness in small town Saskatchewan.

Spring and renewal are evident everywhere along the
roadsides that Osiowy drives weekly between Holdfast and
Dilke. A hawk patrols the ditch as large flocks of geese
disperse and reform on the horizon. A meadowlark trills
from a weathered fence post.
St. Boniface Church in Dilke is sturdy and well-kept. It
was a welcome addition to the community in 1945;
previously services had been held in a private home and a
pool hall.
The congregation sings “Praise to you Lord in thine
eternal glory.” A parishioner reads from Isaiah: “Do not
remember the former things or consider the things of old. I
am about to do a new thing; now it springs forward, do you
not perceive it?”

A young, Saskatchewan-born priest in rural
Saskatchewan is a rarity, and Osiowy has a high profile.
“He’s a breath of fresh air in our community,” says
Bernadette McWilliams, the financial secretary for the
Holdfast parish. “He’s a friend to all. He drops by the school
often and the kids see that a priest can just be like anyone
else. He plays ankle-bender hockey on Monday nights; he
has coffee with the older guys at the café. Everybody knows
him.”
Osiowy knows that community outreach is an
important part of his duties. “There are a lot of faith-filled
people in the parish, but there are also people who aren’t
regularly practicing their faith. And I’m working on getting
them back.”
A good priest has to connect with his audience, and
Osiowy knows both his showmanship and salesmanship. “I
look at popular trends in the media and try and draw
connections to our faith. Jesus used parables to sell the
kingdom of God. I like to use images from movies,
advertising, and the media to explain the kingdom to our
present age.” A recent homily on the concept of sin and
forgiveness cited Conrad Black and Martha Stewart as
examples of high-profile transgressors.
The use of props also helps convey his message. “For
one homily, I used a handheld mirror and a full-length
mirror. With the handheld mirror, we can look at the spots
we like and avoid the spots we dislike. Lent calls us to stand
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before the full-length mirror and look at our whole being
and say, am I a reflection of Christ?”
Marketing faith to parishioners is a complex process.
Osiowy says, “Sometimes as priests we try to find out what it
is that the people want or need. I think that’s getting into
dangerous territory because only God knows what we need.
We are not consumers of God’s grace. The real question is
how can we be relevant and bring the greatest amount of
meaning to the people we serve.”
Osiowy knows all about this search for meaning. He
smiles. “I struggled a lot in my life, comparing myself to
others: I felt that I had to do what others did; I wanted to
have what my friends had. When I went to the seminary, I
lost my old self and began to gain a whole new identity.
Now, when I lie in bed at night, I get a glimpse of the back
corner of the church through the window. I can see
something much bigger than me. There is great satisfaction.
I have found my place in the world, and I know that I am
doing what God wants me to do.”

This Easter Vigil night, on the church’s front sidewalk
over 100 people are circled around a fire burning in a small
barbecue. A flock of geese in flight calls out against the stars.
As the wind strengthens, Osiowy lights the Paschal candle.
“Make this new fire holy and inflame us with new hope,” he
says. Parishioners enter the church, each lighting tapers
from the Paschal candle.
The church nave is candlelit and songs of praise rise to
the vaulted ceiling. The parishioners keep their outside
jackets on, but soon warmth infuses the room. Osiowy
chants the Exultet, or Easter Proclamation: “Night truly
blessed, when heaven is wedded to earth and we are
reconciled with God.”
As the vigil proceeds, Osiowy waves a censer. The smell
of incense wafts through the church. The “aspergillum” is a
great success and every parishioner receives their fair share
and then some of holy water. D
David Sealy is a freelance writer living in Regina. When he's not
writing, he wishes he was. His latest play is Runaway Barbies.
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BJand Me

Story and photos by Nichole Huck BAJ’05

When Campion College student
Nichole Huck met Wadee (BJ)
Wilasphaingern, a Burmese
immigrant attending the University
of Regina, her life took a dramatic
and unexpected turn. Several
months later she found herself in
Thailand working to bring the
plight of Burma’s ethnic minorities
to the world’s attention. Here is
her story and the photographs she
took in Thai refugee camps of
those displaced by Burma’s
forgotten civil war.
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Wadee (BJ) Wilasphaingern and
Nichole Huck pose for a photo on
the Thailand/ Burma border.
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BJ Wadee Wilasphaingern is from
the Karen ethnic group in Burma. He is
small and unassuming. At 5 feet 2
inches—he stands a good five inches
shorter than me. But what he lacks in
stature, he makes up for in intelligence,
sense of humour, and kindness.
And it was those qualities that
first struck me when we sat beside each
other in an introductory human justice
class never imagining what an impact
he would have on my life.
He spoke softly, but with the
wisdom of someone three times his
age. During the breaks I bombarded
him with questions about his life.
He told me about life in
Thailand—about sneaking into Burma
to gather stories of human rights
violations. He told me about the
boredom of life in a refugee camp.

I was overwhelmed—
overwhelmed by the thought of how
much he had experienced at such a
young age. And overwhelmed by this
world he was describing that seemed so
foreign to me.

I knew virtually nothing about
Burma, had never been overseas, and
had never dreamed that our lives
would become so entwined. I was a
budding journalist and curious about
the world around me. And BJ’s passion
for human rights work and peace in
Burma was contagious.
I tried to understand and learn as
much as I could from him—but I
couldn’t fully wrap my head around
the places or people he talked about. I
began making plans to go to

Huck’s photos of the Mae La refugee camp in Thailand.
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Women washing clothes at a
school in the Mae La refugee
camp.

Thailand—but I had no tangible plan
for when I would go or how I was
going to pay for it.
In my final year of journalism
school I was given an incredible
opportunity to make that dream a
reality. I won a traveling scholarship to
go to Thailand and work with a media
NGO that makes video documentaries
about Burma.
I spent the first five months
working with a Thai NGO called
Images Asia. I had just finished editing
a documentary on landmines and was
in the middle of making a
documentary about a youth centre for
street children, when I received an email from BJ saying he was in
Thailand.

He hadn’t planned on returning. He
hadn’t been home in the four years I
had known him. But his mother was ill
and he came to get her the medical
attention she needed.
I took a bus from Chiang Mai to
the border area where BJ was staying.
The Burma Issues office was already
overflowing with live-in workers and
family members who had come to
visit, but they thought nothing of
having me stay there as well.
Watching BJ in this environment
helped me understand him better. He
joked easily with his friends in the
Karen language, and reverted to the
traditional style of eating—using no
utensils, just a hand to scoop the rice
and curries to his mouth.

Traveling with BJ enabled me to see
things I otherwise would have never
had access to. We hired a driver who
was well known to the Thai refugee
camp guards—so they asked few
questions when we entered the camp
without the proper passes. He took me
to Ompheum refugee camp. He never
lived here—the camp he grew up in
had been burned down by the Burmese
army—but this camp housed many of
his school mates and the family of our
friend who was going to the University
in Regina.

There was one more place BJ
wanted me to see before we parted
ways. He arranged for us to visit a
Karen rebel army camp just across the

Early in the morning we met one of the
commanders at his home. The large house
doubles as an orphanage and infirmary. Injured
soldiers, children whose parents have died in
battle, and teachers and NGO workers from
nearby, form a steady stream of people coming
and going.
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The smallest suffer the most
under the harsh conditions of
the Thai refugee camps like
(left) Mae La and (right)
Ompheum.

border inside Burma. What better way
to understand why the Karen fight
than to talk to the people who have
taken up arms in the quest for self
determination? What better way to
understand the use of landmines than
to talk to a commander who orders
them planted?
Early in the morning we met one
of the commanders at his home. The
large house doubles as an orphanage
and infirmary. Injured soldiers,
children whose parents have died in
battle, and teachers and NGO workers
from nearby, form a steady stream of
people coming and going.
Today a shipment of supplies were
being loaded to take to the base.
Massive bags of rice, tins of oil, salt and
chilies filled the back of the truck.
A small wooden boat was waiting
for us when we got to the border
dividing Thailand and Burma. We
loaded it with food and medicines and
made our way down the river…guarded
by a soldier with a gun.

The army base was not what I was
expecting. We were greeted by children
eager to help carry the supplies up the
steep sandy embankment. There were
young soldiers patrolling the
grounds—wearing green army gear
and with KNU scrawled across their
hats in black marker. Old guns
scrounged up over the years slung over
their shoulders. The young soldiers
protect the small school and hospital
that nearby villagers rely on.
Many of the children’s parents are
either dead or fighting in the army.
Many work as medics—traveling deep
into the jungle to supply villagers with
much needed medical attention and
medicine. Their parents are considered
part of the jungle rebels that pose such
a threat to the ruling Burmese military
regime.
BJ helped me interview a young
soldier whose friend was injured by a
landmine the day before. A harsh
reminder of how close we were to war.

We went back to the school and
reflected on how different life is here
than in Canada. BJ told me of his
dreams of returning and helping
rebuild his country when there is
finally peace in Burma.

All too soon BJ had to return to his
job in Canada, and I returned to my
work in the city of Chiang Mai. But
both of our hearts remained at the
Burma Issues office.
While BJ was back in Canada his
mother’s health further deteriorated.
She had horrible pains in her stomach
most of the time. I spent hours at the
hospital with his sister and his mother.
I helped with some of the medical
expenses but I was useless in the
language department.
His younger sister was
overwhelmed with the responsibility
of caring for their dying mother, so in
June BJ returned to Thailand for what
would prove to be his last visit with his
mother.
That month we found out that
more than 130 Karen people from one
of the refugee camps along the border
would be moving to Regina in the fall.
The timing seemed incredible. I
would be returning home soon and
would be able to continue my work
there. I knew that people would want
to understand where the new Karen
arrivals came from and the situation
that brought them to Canada.

When I arrived in Regina I
starting putting together a photo
exhibition of pictures inside the
refugee camps. The first show
coincided with the arrival of the new
Karen people. And in the months that
have followed countless other people
who are involved with the new
families requested to see the photos
and the videos made by my friends so
they can understand their new families
better.

BJ now works with the Open Door
Society and helps the new Karen
families settle. He has become a
surrogate father to some of the young
men who came without parents. His
days are filled with finding people jobs,
locating homes, arranging medical
appointments. His nights are filled
helping with homework, frequent
visits to all the families, and late night
phone calls from people looking for
answers. In the few months he has
been working with the settlement
agency he has already touched
hundreds of lives.
I am now a host to one of the new
Karen families, and frequently speak to
church groups, students and
organizations that want to know about
the situation in Burma and how they
can help the new people who have
arrived.
It’s been an incredibly rewarding
year and when I reflect on how I’ve
changed and what I’ve learned, I owe it
all to one incredible person, my friend
BJ Wadee. D
Nichole Huck is a graduate of the
University of Regina School of Journalism.
She is currently working with CBC Radio
and is a host to one of the new Karen
families in Regina.
If you want to help budding journalists like
Nichole Huck realize their dreams of
making the world a better place, consider a
gift to the University’s School of
Journalism. To find out more, phone
306.585.4024 or visit us online at:
www.uregina.ca/campaign.

Since the new Karen families
arrived, both BJ and I have had major
changes to our lives.
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A LEGACY
of leaders
The University’s Building Dreams and Futures campaign
has drawn to a successful close. With more than $82
million raised, the campaign has exceeded expectations.
So what’s the legacy of this ambitious campaign? From a
University and a community perspective, Building
Dreams and Futures is all about creating leaders.
By Bill Armstrong
Photos by AV Services
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Y
Top: Moose Jaw police chief Terry
Coleman (at right) becomes the first
graduate to earn a master’s degree
in Police Studies.
Above: Kenneth Levene’s $4 million
donation becomes the largest
philanthropic gift in U of R history.
The donation establishes the
Kenneth Levene Graduate School of
Business in the Faculty of Business
Administration.

Since the U of R's
Building Dreams and
Futures (BDF) fundraising
campaign was formally
announced in September
2004, thousands of
individuals and corporations
have come forward to
support the University as it
lives out its motto, “As One
Who Serves.” Now, as the
BDF campaign closes, we are
celebrating success—having
surpassed the $75 million
target—and praising donors
who recognized the need to
support the U of R and
enrich its students'
educational experience,
equipping them to be future
leaders in economic,
cultural, artistic, scientific
and social development,
throughout Saskatchewan
and around the world.
“The individuals and
corporations who donated to
the BDF campaign
recognized the needs within
the five priorities that we set
out when it was launched,”
observes Barb Pollock, the
University's vice-president,
External Relations. “They
often displayed ingenuity
and creativity in supporting
those priorities. In
particular, the willingness
by individuals and families
to show leadership in this
regard encouraged us to add
a $25 million planned giving
component to the BDF
campaign,” Pollock says. “By
committing to a gift now
that will be realized through
an estate plan later, people
are making a clear statement
of their desire to leave a
lasting legacy to the
University, its faculty, its
students and the larger
community we serve.”

The benefits of the
campaign are, quite literally,
unending. The campaign is
helping to create student
leaders—critical-thinking,
humane citizens, who,
through extra funding, are
able to make important
contributions to our
communities. It helps put
new programming in
place—and allows the
University to lead in
innovating programs and
instruction.
Here’s just a quick look at a
few of the ways the
campaign is making the
world a better place.

leadership role the Chair
will play when he said,
“Among other things, the
goal of the Chair is to work
with the police, the
community and the
University of Regina to help
foster a number of positive
initiatives related to issues
such as First Nations and
policing, public attitudes
toward the police, and the
professionalization of
policing.”
The Law Foundation
donation to the BDF
campaign will provide
annual funding for the Chair
for up to seven years.

Extending the reach of the
long arm of the law

Kenneth Levene—leading
by example

One of the fastest growing
programs at the University
of Regina happens to be
unique in Canada—the U of
R is the only university to
offer both a bachelor of arts
and a master of arts in police
studies. The program is
leading in educating police
officers who are able to deal
with the complex social and
justice issues. With the help
of BDF donations, the
program has expanded. The
Law Foundation of
Saskatchewan donated
$750,000 to establish a
research Chair in Police
Studies. The donation
underlined the Law
Foundation's understanding
of the importance of
research into current and
future policing needs in
Saskatchewan.
Jeffrey Pfeifer, a professor
of psychology at the U of R,
is the first Chair of Police
Studies. He reflected on the

When Kenneth Levene
made his $4 million gift to
the University of Regina,
then president David
Barnard described Levene as
a “leader in transforming the
way we think about giving.
Leadership in philanthropy
enriches the entire
community, whether the
University of Regina or
anyone else is the direct
recipient.”
Levene's gift to Building
Dreams and Futures remains
the largest donation by an
individual to the University,
although he made the
donation to honour his
family, which operated a
business in Regina for
several decades.
Levene's donation led to
the creation of the Kenneth
Levene Graduate School of
Business, a major boost for
the Faculty of Business
Administration. The faculty
now encompasses the
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Far left: Brent Ghiglione, director of
the U of R band program and
Regina Lions Band past-president
Susan Hardy pose in front of one of
the most unique donations of the
BDF campaign—one of the
province’s largest music libraries.
Left: Suzan Lapp is one of two PhD
students supported by Nexen
Fellowships through BDF. Lapp’s
research on climate change will
help us better understand the
consequences of global warming.
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Undergraduate School of
Business, the Levene
Graduate School and the
Centre for Management
Development, which offers
continuing education in
professional management.
In recognizing the
donation Dean Garnet
Garven of the Faculty of
Business Administration
noted that Canada is
producing fewer business
grads than other developed
countries. “There's a need to
prepare the next generation
of leaders for the global
marketplace,” he says.
“Through this donation the
Faculty is better able to help
fill that need.”

that its history would be
preserved and it will serve as
a great resource to future
generations, who will lead
in musical performance.
“This gift will help our
students develop their
talents, pursue their dreams,
and showcase their fine
education,” says University
of Regina President Jim
Tomkins.
Just as the Regina Lions
Band program has helped
develop leadership qualities
in thousands of young
people, through its generous
donation to the BDF
campaign, it will continue
to help develop the leaders
of tomorrow.

The leader of the bands

Leading edge
environmental research

One of the most
memorable—and certainly
the most musical—
donations to the Building
Dreams and Futures
campaign was the gift of the
Regina Lions Band music
library. The Regina Lions
Band handed off one of the
province’s largest music
libraries, which included
6,397 titles, some of which
are limited-edition scores as
well as out-of-print music
and one of a kind marching
shows, to the Faculty of Fine
Arts, Department of Music.
The Regina Lions Band
chose the University to
house the music in hopes

As concerns over the
effects of climate change
continue to intensify, we
will look to researchers like
Suzan Lapp to help us
understand the
consequences of global
warming. Lapp is
completing her PhD in
geography at the U of R, and
is one of two PhD students
supported by Nexen
Fellowships through BDF.
Each year Nexen Inc., a large
oil and gas company,
provides two $25,000
fellowships to graduate
students pursuing research
projects in environmental
and energy fields of study.
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With the support of the
fellowship, Lapp spent part
of the summer of 2006
collecting core samples from
trees in the Rockies as part
of her research into water
supply and future
precipitation levels in the
South Saskatchewan River
system. She's also
examining past climate
variability in the South
Saskatchewan Basin. Lapp
will use all the information
she's gathered to develop
future climate scenarios.
Thanks to Nexen and BDF,
her research into climate
change has the potential to
deliver direct benefits not
only to Saskatchewan, but
the entire region where the
South Saskatchewan River
flows.

Leading the way in the
north
Integrated mental health
service delivery in First
Nations communities.
Improved HIV/AIDS support
structures in northern
Saskatchewan Aboriginal
communities. Community
collaboration to improve
health care access of
northern residents. These
are some of the research
projects in rural and
northern studies currently
underway at the University
of Regina.

The U of R is the only
university in Canada to offer
undergraduate social work
courses focused on rural and
northern issues to students
in the northern territories,
via distance education. The
research program received a
major boost when the BMO
Financial Group donated
$225,000 through BDF to
establish the Fellowship
Program for Rural and
Northern Studies. The
program will provide
funding over a five-year
period, helping to attract
and retain outstanding
graduate students
conducting research into the
issues affecting rural and
northern communities.
“Research has a lot to
teach us about the
knowledge and creativity
that exists in northern
people,” said then-U of R
president Robert Hawkins
when the donation was
announced in 2006. “The
research undertaken by our
grad students under this
fellowship program will
help build understanding,
partnerships and
sustainable solutions to
benefit us all. We are proud
that BMO Financial Group
has come forward to support
a new generation of leaders
in this exploration.” D
Bill Armstrong is a freelance
writer in Regina.
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9/13
The Media and
their Message: an
account of the
Dawson College
Shooting
By Bryan Sentes
BA(Hons)’86

On September 13, 2006, about 12:30 p.m., just as the
wind was picking up in downtown Montreal, a
gunman in a black trench coat burst into the Dawson
College cafeteria with a Beretta Cx4 Storm semiautomatic rifle and opened fire on unsuspecting
students. The commando-style rampage injured 20
people and killed 18-year-old Anastasia De Sousa, an
international business student who loved the colour
pink. U of R graduate and Dawson College English
professor Bryan Sentes reflects on the events as they
unfolded before his eyes that late summer afternoon.
Asked about my experience of what I have come to call
“9/13”, I always tell the same story. I’d just left by the same
door the shooter was to walk through and hadn’t gotten
more than ten metres when I heard what sounded like a
string of firecrackers. I turned, ready to give someone a
lesson about setting off fireworks in front of the school.
Students scattered in every direction. One lay on his back on
the street near the curb, his friend crouching over him, one
hand on his stomach, her cellphone in the other, screaming
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for an ambulance. A tall lanky fellow all in black slouched
toward the door with what to me looked like an Uzi. A
police cruiser pulled up, doors flung open, cops already
halfway out, guns in hand. I’d heard gunshots do sound like
firecrackers, but before I knew whether I was seeing a joke
or a student film project or the real thing, the shooter—and
police—were already in the school.
What to do? I wasn’t so much disoriented as unoriented.
What was clear was there was nothing I could do, so, as
strange as it seems in retrospect, I continued the way I was
going, to pick up a book I’d ordered from around the corner.
Around that corner, another two police stood over another
youth, cuffed, face down on the asphalt. Had a drug deal or
bank job gone wrong and one of the suspects fled into
Dawson? I walked on. Seeing my office mate and some
friends through the window of an Indian restaurant, I went
in and told them I thought there’d been a shooting at
Dawson, gave them my tentative explanation, then carried
on to get my book.

Far right: Students at Dawson
College flee the building after
hearing reports of a gunman on
Sept. 13. Photo: CP/Montreal La
Presse-Ivanoh Demers. Right:
Flowers from the public memorial in
downtown Montreal. Eighteen-yearold Anastasia De Sousa was killed
when a gunman with a semiautomatic rifle opened fired on
students. CP/Ian Barrett.

I went back to Dawson to see how things turned out. A
crowd of students, many I recognized and some I
spoke to, milled about, uncertain, bemused, shocked. Many
teary-eyed, frantically tried to call friends or parents on their
cellphones, the sheer number of their calls jamming the
network. There were rumours of another shooter in Place
Alexis Nihon, the mall across the street. My theory seemed
confirmed. I talked with teachers and administrators, trying,
like everyone, to figure out what exactly was going on.
Marked and unmarked police cruisers and emergency
vehicles roared by. A police or news helicopter chattered
overhead.
I wasn’t to get “the full story” until I got home, turned on the
television and checked the Internet. Not two hours after I’d
heard those first shots I came home to emails and phone
messages from friends and relatives as far away as Europe.
Though a witness, I had, like anybody else, to access the
news media to find out what had happened. At the speed of
light the entire planet knew something had happened at
Dawson College in Montreal, and only an on going buzz of
speculation after that.
The next day, Thursday, when what had basically happened
had been determined—one student killed, 20 wounded
(three who had studied with me)—I was briefly interviewed
by a talk radio show in Saskatchewan. One question stands
out. I was asked how I felt as I witnessed the event, “did
everything start to go in slow motion?”. No, because I wasn’t
watching TV or a movie: there were no special effects, no

jump-cuts, no soundtrack. I didn’t know what I was seeing.
Unless one has had first-hand experience of this kind of
violence, one lacks the context to even perceive the event for
what it is. Though we “witness” countless hours of violence
on the news, on television and cinema, the stereotypical
depictions we absorb are not “the real thing”, which,
surprisingly, is impressive for its underwhelming banality.
One of the wounded was so distanced from the event that he
stood on a balcony overlooking the scene and took half a
dozen shots with this cellphone while the shooter fired back.
Seven days, to the minute, after the first shots were fired, in
a widely-reported rite, the students took back their school.
All their actions—the memorials inside the school, their
returning when and how they did—all seemed, mostly, to
express a healthy resentment toward this murderous
intrusion by an absolute outsider. Like the tragedy at
Virginia Tech, 9/13 was in every respect uncanny, “out of our
ken”, outside our acquaintance and beyond our grasp.
Despite the on going police and journalistic investigation, it
remains so, and should. D
Bryan Sentes is a literature professor at Dawson College in
Montreal. His latest book of poetry Ladonian Magnitudes is
published by DC Books (www.dcbooks.ca).
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Alumni Association President’s Message
Let me start by saying
what a pleasure it has
been to serve as president
of the University of Regina
Alumni Association during
the past year. I have
enjoyed my experience
working with all of you
who have given your time
to help strengthen the
Association.
I would especially like to
acknowledge the efforts of
the members of the board.
They are, to a person,
dedicated to making the
University of Regina Alumni
Association the best alumni
organization in Canada
From the vantage point of
this office it has been an
exciting year—one rich with
challenge and reward.
One of my first tasks as
president was to present
Elaine McNeil with the
Lifetime Achievement Award
at the 2006 Alumni
Association Crowning
Achievement Awards. What
an honour it was to meet
Elaine and the other award
recipients and to share that
special evening with them.
It has been satisfying to
see the growth of the
program and I look forward
to seeing more deserving
alumni recognized in the
years to come.
While the Crowning
Achievement Awards
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honour some of our best
and brightest graduates,
we should remember that
there are thousands of U
of R grads who are making
their mark on the world
every day. In doing so,
these graduates are not
only making valuable
contributions to our
communities but they are
enhancing the reputation
of the University as well.
And speaking of the
University’s reputation, it
was really given a boost
with the recent
announcement of the
successful conclusion of
the Building Dreams and
Futures campaign. Thanks
in part to the generosity of
our alumni, the University
has exceeded its $75
million goal and has
helped to establish a
legacy that will benefit
students, researchers, the
University, and the
community for decades to
come.
I know that many alumni
rallied around this most
important endeavour. I
would like to personally
thank all those graduates
who were engaged in the
campaign and contributed
to its success in whatever
manner they could.
The Alumni Association was
pleased to be involved in
the campaign with a

donation of $260,000. The
largest portion of the
funding will go toward
supporting students
through scholarships. As
well, a significant portion
went to furnish the reading
room in the Dr. John Archer
Library.
The past year has also
been a time of growth for
our many programs and
services. Whether it was
co-hosting special events
with our many partners—
Student Affairs, Rams,
Cougars and several
faculties, getting another
issue of Alumni E-news
onto grad’s desktops,
networking and career
enhancement opportunities,
or just getting together
with other alumni for
fellowship and fun, it’s
been a busy and
productive year. We’ve
highlighted some of our
recent events on the
following pages.
Let us know how we’re
doing. As a graduate of the
U of R you are a member
of the Alumni Association
and eligible for all the
benefits membership
brings. But we depend on
your feedback to make our
programs and services
even better. Call the office
at 1-877-779-GRAD or in
Regina at 585-4503 or visit
us on the internet at
www.uregina.ca/alumni and

give us your thoughts.
We’d be happy to hear
from you.
Even better, come out to
our annual gathering and
meeting on June 21. Meet
with our outstanding board
members and lend your
voice in selecting our new
board members and
president. Even though my
term as president has
ended I will continue to
work with the board as
past-president. Following
the success of our Wine
and Tapas Tasting last year,
we have asked our friend,
Doug Reichel to give us a
repeat performance with
new wine samplings and
food pairings. I look
forward to seeing many of
you out to celebrate our
successes.
On behalf of the entire
board of directors I wish
you and your families all
the best that summer has
to offer.
Brian Munro

Right: Toronto-based alumni came
out for an April 11 event that
included a presentation by Alumni
Crowning Achievement Award
Lifetime Achievement recipient
George Anderson MA’74 on his
climb of Africa’s Mount Killimanjaro.
Far right: Dale Eisler BA’71 was the
special guest of an alumni
gathering in Vancouver on March 8.
Eisler was on hand to speak about
his recent book.

Reaching out to Alumni
Toronto
Young alumni from the greater
Toronto area gathered at the
C-Lounge spa club to “Chill
Out” on Feb. 22. U of R
Alumni Association Torontobased board member, Neil
Jacoby hosted the event. The
Toronto film industry was well
represented as a number of
Faculty of Fine Arts alumni
dropped by. There were also
alumni from the Faculty of
Business Administration and
Faculty of Science.
In April, members met in
Toronto to discuss how to
involve more alumni in
gatherings in Toronto, which
has the fourth largest
concentration of U of R alumni
in Canada. While there, they
had the opportunity to meet
President Jim Tomkins and see
a presentation by alumnus
George Anderson on his
successful climb of Africa’s
Mount Kilimanjaro in support
of literacy in Tanzania.
Anderson offers leadership
consulting services to private
clients through his firm, GA
Corporate Services.
Saskatoon
There are over 900 alumni
from the Faculty of Social
Work living in the Saskatoon
area. U of R President Jim
Tomkins, Dean of the Faculty
of Social Work David Schantz,
and Alumni Association VicePresident Charlene Banjac
were delighted to meet some

of these warm individuals at a
networking event in Saskatoon
on April 19.
Calgary
The University of Regina
partnered with Saskatchewan
Industry and Resources and
the University of Saskatchewan
to host approximately 200 expats at a reception and multimedia presentation,
“Innovative by Nature” in
Calgary on Feb. 1. VicePresident of External Relations
Barb Pollock greeted alumni
and invited them to come
back to Saskatchewan.
Association Vice-President
Michael Tomka joined Dean of
the Faculty of Business
Administration Garnet Garven
and Dean of the Faculty of Arts
Thomas Chase in chatting with
alumni and guests.
On May 2, alumni attended a
trade fair in Calgary hosted by
Think Regina! The concept for
Think Regina! is to get Calgary
residents to consider Regina
as a place to live. A delegation
of more than 40 Regina
businesses and agencies,
including the U of R, traveled
to Calgary to promote career,
investment and business
opportunities.
As geologists from across
Canada gathered in Calgary for
the Canadian Society of
Petroleum Geologists annual
conference, the Alumni
Association hosted a
networking reception at a local
English pub on May 15. Faculty

members from the Department
of Geology were also there to
see how their former students
were doing.
Vancouver
U of R alumni attended the
Saskatchewan Industry and
Resources “Innovative by
Nature” event on Feb. 8.
On March 8, more than 30
alumni gathered in a quaint
downtown wine bar to meet
alumnus Dale Eisler and hear
his presentation on the
themes of his recent book
False Expectations: Politics and
the Pursuit of the
Saskatchewan Myth. The book
asserts that much of how
Saskatchewan perceives itself
to be and what it can achieve
as a province is based on a
myth. A good time was had by
all.
Regina
Alumni remain proud of their
U of R teams as witnessed
when more than 100 alumni,
family members and friends
came out on a cold January
night to attend a Cougars pregame reception and night of
basketball. Head coach of the
women’s basketball team Dave
Taylor and men’s head coach
James Hillis welcomed alumni
into the inner circle and
advised them on what they
should keep their eyes on
while watching the game.

done in the Faculty of
Business Administration. More
than 200 business leaders and
alumni came out to network
with students and faculty
members and celebrate the
accomplishments and discuss
the future direction of the
faculty. Congratulations to the
URBusiness Students Society
for its organizing prowess on
this top class event.
Annual Gathering in Regina
Wine expert Doug Reichel is
back by popular demand on
June 21 to teach guests about
perfect pairings in his fun and
informative presentation,
“Food, Friends and Wine”.
Take some time to celebrate
this year’s accomplishments,
meet the alumni board, and
re-new acquaintances with
your fellow alumni. For more
information visit
www.uregina.ca/alumni/e-ae.
Call for applications
The annual general meeting of
the University of Regina
Alumni Association (URAA) will
be held on campus on June
21, 2007. All alumni are
welcome. The URAA is seeking
board members for a two-year
term starting June 22. For
more information, contact the
Alumni Relations office at
1-877-779-4723.

The first annual URBusiness
Showcase, held on March 1,
highlighted the work being
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ALUMNI ANNUAL
GATHERING & MEETING
It’s time to uncork the celebration of the year!
Join us for an evening of camaraderie and a sampling
of fabulous wines and tapas.
Thursday, June 21 - Multi Purpose Room
Riddell Centre, University of Regina
6:30 p.m.
2007 Alumni Association AGM
“Food, Friends and Wine”,
a fun and informative presentation
by wine expert Doug Reichel.
Free Admission
7:00 p.m.
Wine and Tapas Tasting
$20 alumni
$30 friends
RSVP by June 14 by calling (306)585-4503,
toll free 1-877-779-4723 or by
email: uralumni@uregina.ca
Complimentary parking in Lot 8.
Tickets cannot be purchased at the door.

