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A LITTLE 'OOM', A LITTLE 'PAH' 

The prairies will be alive with music May 30 to June 3, 2000, and it 

won't just be the sound of returning meadowlarks. 

For the first time, Canada, and more specifically the University of 

Regina, will host the International Tuba-Euphonium Conference (ITEC 

2000). 

As well as numerous recitals and workshops for those attending the 

conference, there will be many opportunities for the public to attend 

performances, John Griffiths, Director of the U of R Conservatory of 

Music and Dance and conference host, said. 

The grand opening concert Tuesday, May 30, will feature five concertos 

with the Regina Symphony Orchestra conducted by internationally 

renowned American/Swiss tubist Roger Bobo. Soloists include Steven Mead 

of England, Fritz Kaenig and Velvet Brown of the U.S., and Griffiths of 

the U of R. 

Wednesday night will be the big jazz night with tuba phenoms 

Howard Johnson, Sam Pilafian and friends anchored by the piano of Frank 

Mantooth. Thursday evening's ensemble is Symphonia, a group of 25 of 

the best tuba and euphonium players in the U.S. Friday will feature the 

Mill Creek Colliery Band, a traditional English brass band from 

Edmonton. The evening performances will wrap up Saturday with the band 

of the 1st Canadian Air Division from Winnipeg. 

Every night will see a jam session at the Lazy Owl Pub on the U of R 

campus. 

In addition to the guest artist performances, ITEC 2000 will feature 

eight major competitions in areas like tuba solo artist, jazz 

euphonium, mock orchestral audition, etc. 
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"Perhaps the most interesting competition is titled 'Street 

Musicians'," Griffiths said. 

"The quintessential act would be a tuba, sousaphone or euphonium artist 

playing Flight of the Bumblebee while riding on a unicycle," Griffiths 

said. The competition will take place on the Scarth Street Mall. 

Prizes for the competitions include professional horns valued to 

$20,000, so the level of players will be extremely high. Competitions 

will feature free admission for the public. 

- 30 -

NOTE TO NEWS EDITORS: Each month leading up to the ITEC 2000 event the 

website will include more information on the conference. The website 

address is: www.uregina.ca/itec2000. 

Ideas you may want to following up for stories prior to the conference 

include: 

- interviews with guest artists slated to play (the tuba world is full of characters); 

- having one of your reporters learn to play the tuba during the year and reporting 

on progress; 

- interviews with competitors following them through the process that leads up to 

the finals; 

- interviews with the conference organizers; 

- guest performers for radio and/or television (we can advise on a 

great many artists, CD's, etc). 

We believe that ITEC 2000 is frankly just quirky enough that the public 

may be interested in it. For further information, please check out our 

website (address above) or contact: 

John Griffiths, Host, 

ITEC 2000 

john.griffiths@uregina.ca 

Director, Conservatory of Music and Dance, 

University of Regina, 

Regina, Sask. 

S4S 0A2 

Phone: (306)585-5755 

Fax: (306)585-5788 
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