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VISIT WILL STRENGTHEN UNIVERSITY OF REGINA TIES 

TO CHINESE UNIVERSITIES 

A team of University of Regina faculty and administrators will visit 

China for two weeks in February to finalize six agreements and 

develop 

new opportunities for co-operation with Chinese universities. 

The agreements have a potential value of more than $7 million to the 

University. The China visit is in part a response to an invitation 

extended by the Chinese National People's Congress to U of R 

President 

David Barnard during a visit in 2000. The trip begins Feb. 9. 

"Our university has a long history of partnerships with Chinese 

universities," Barnard said. "We were the first university in North 

America to enter into agreements with Chinese academics in 1982 at 

Shandong University, and we have continued to develop our friendships 

there. 

"The University has a commitment to integrate international 

perspectives into our fundamental mission of instruction, research 

and 

service. This visit to China is a major opportunity to further our 

goals." 

Barnard is travelling to China as part of the Team Canada mission led 

by Prime Minister Jean Chretien. 

The Chinese government is covering some of the costs of the U of R 

members while in China. 
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The agreements to be signed by the U of R include: 

• implementation of the China-Canada Center for Grassland Ecosystem 

Research, a collaboration between Peking University and the U of R; 

• co-operative agreements in computer science with Hunan University 

and 

Hefei University of Technology; 

• a Memorandum of Understanding in education and research with the 

Educational Institute of Jilin Province; 

• a five-year extension of the original agreement with Shandong 

University; and, 

• final arrangements with CVIC Software Engineering Co for 

co-operative education, visiting scholars and research collaboration, 

a graduate student program and a joint venture company. 

"Over the years we have developed many important friendships with the 

Chinese academic community and we will be working hard to expand from 

that base into new ventures as well as reinforcing previous 

agreements," Barnard said. 

The China-Canada Center for Grassland Ecosystem Research will be 

researching ecological protection and sustainable development in 

western China. The five-year agreement includes both Peking and 

Regina 

universities having a branch of the research institute and developing 

effective links for technology transfers and commercial activities 

between industries in the two countries. 

The agreements with Hunan University and 

Technology 

commit the universities to work toward a 

science 

undergraduate degree. Students will take 

first 

two years and then complete senior-level 

Hefei University of 

collaborative computer 

classes in China for the 

studies at the U of R. 

The Memorandum of Understanding with the Educational Institute of 

Jilin 

Province will lead to the development of joint educational and 

research 

activities and the exchange of faculty and academic materials and 

publications. 

The extension of the agreement for cultural exchange between Shandong 

University and the U of R recognizes the benefits of the past 19 

years 

of work together and continues the agreement for another five years. 

The agreement between CVIC Software Engineering Co., one of China's 
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largest software manufacturers, and the U of R was announced in 

Regina 

in November 2000. During the visit to China, U of R officials will 

work 

out implementation of the three-year agreement. 

New areas the U of R team will be discussing in China include English 

as a Second Language training, based around the Language Institute, 

and 

exchanges of Fine Arts students. 
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