
MINUTES 
FACULTY OF ARTS READING AND WRITING TASK FORCE 

MARCH 16, 2004 
 

Present    Absent 
Phillip Hansen (Chair) Sandra Blenkinsop 
Nils Clausson     
Lynn Wells  
John Whyte 
Judy Chapman 
Allison Fizzard 
Jo-Ann Episkenew 
Loanne Myrah  
Simone Hengen 
Bernie Thraves 
Stephanie Jeanes 
 

1. Summary of key issues: 
1. Reading for comprehension versus reading for critical insight. 
2. Problem of comparability between departments and programmes. 
3. Regarding First Nations students: differences between rural and urban students. 
4. Gap between the culture at large and the demands of critical thinking.  
5. WPA outcomes statement (guidelines for assessment). 
6. Every discipline is a language of asking questions about the content of the 

discipline—not an envelope into which preconceived content can be stuffed. 
7. Need to change the perception of the role of writing—tailor writing during a class 

versus measuring outcomes. 
8. What happens to students inside the university?  Developmental and language 

issues are at play (U100 & U110).  Recognizing a shared university language is 
critical.  Emphasizing process and creativity is also critical. 

9. Increase the importance of reading—encouragement of reading competence.  This 
is closely linked to the development of critical thinking. 

10. Importance of feedback. 
11. Issue of being initiated in a new culture.  The need to engage in a critical self-

examination is difficult but vital. 
12. Need to be cognizant of different motives bringing students to university. 
13. Need for faculty to take responsibility for the serious inculcation of competencies 

in reading and writing. 
14. English 100 and 110 should be taken early in a student’s programme. 
15. Should individual departments provide their own courses in reading and writing? 
16. Centralized system versus local provisioning. 
17. Instructor competence is critical. 
18. Need to stress reading and writing as valuable and saleable skills. 
19. We must consider the interface ESL and the rest of the university. 
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20. The reputation of the institution is very much at stake—the capacity to write well 
as a measure of how effectively the university is fulfilling its responsibilities. A 
writing centre would help, along with a literacy program.   

21. Institute a mandatory writing requirement.  

2. Other business 
 The Task Force website will be a sub-page with the Faculty of Arts Planning 

pages.  The website will be available this week (hopefully tomorrow) with the 
assistance of Scott Templeton. 

 Lynn will report the progress of the Task Force to the next Faculty of Arts 
meeting. 

 Future agenda items: 
 Monday, March 29th, Faculty of Arts Boardroom (4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.) 

Open invitation to faculty and administrators 
 Tuesday, March 30th, Student Affairs Boardroom (9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.)  

Open invitation to faculty and administrators 
 Monday, April 5th, (Location to be announced-preferably in the Riddell 

Centre), (Noon to 2:00 p.m.) Pizza and dialogue with students on reading 
and writing at this university.  We will offer “Food and Feedback.” 
Roundtable discussions will be facilitated by members of this Task Force.  

 Thursday, April 15th, University Club Window Room (1:00 p.m. to 3:00 
p.m.) Dr. Janet Giltrow will meet with the Task Force.  From 3:00 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m. she will meet with the faculty in the Language Institute Room 
215.  The Task Force will also have dinner with Janet at Danbry’s during 
the evening. 
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