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after approximately six years with the arts student services Office, Ara Steininger has accepted 
a position with the Faculty of science. during her tenure in the office, ara has worked as a student 
casual, front counter clerk and, most recently, as an academic advisor. ara’s friendly personality, 
extensive knowledge and strong work ethic will be sorely missed by her colleagues, and most es-
pecially by our students. The Faculty wishes her all the best in her new role!
 
Jason Bird is joining the student services team as an academic advisor. He comes to the position 
with several years of student affairs experience at the university of regina, including stints as a univer-
sity recruitment Officer and most recently as the Coordinator of the aboriginal Career & Coop 
Centre. He will be joining the office on 12 January.

• • •

Patricia Elliott (Jrn) attended the World association of Community radio broadcasters 25th 
anniversary symposium in montreal, PQ on 7 nov. she coordinated and chaired the founding 
meeting of the Community media research network, a global research network connecting aca-
demics with community media practitioners. The purpose of the network is to share research and 
coordinate international research activities relating to community-based media… elliott also recently 
returned from a december research trip to Thailand and burma, conducting video interviews on the sub-
ject of “burma’s Information revolution” for her documentary film… In mid-december, Mitch Diaman-
topoulos (Jrn) participated in an international roundtable near Oxford, u.K., at the invitation of event 
co-sponsors, the bbC World service Trust and the ditchley Foundation. about 35 participants
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met for two days to discuss the broad theme of “media and democracy.” Participants were 
drawn from the uK, the us, bangladesh, Japan, south africa, France, Poland, austria, and nige-
ria. diamantopoulos was one of two Canadians invited to the retreat, and spent the weekend in 
discussions with senior representatives from a wide range of media outlets such as bangladesh’s 
Daily Star, The Guardian, the bbC, the Economist, the Financial Times and the Times, as well as 
media development personnel from the united nations and World bank, and several media 
research centres. discussions focused on issues such as the problem of press freedoms in fragile 
states in the Global south, market failures to meet public informational and democratic needs 
in both the developing and developed world, the transition to online and network journalism, 
the possibility of state subsidy for local papers, and the importance of media pluralism - includ-
ing the social economy or third sector … Roger Petry (PHIL, Luther) was recently involved in 
planning and acting as emcee at a recognition event for education for sustainable develop-
ment projects held in Craik, saskatchewan, on 20 november. He is currently the co-coordinator 
of the regional Centre of expertise on education for sustainable development in saskatchewan 
(rCe saskatchewan), part of the broader united nations university rCe Initiative … On 3 dec, 
Jack Boan (Professor emeritus, eCOn) hosted an afternoon reception at the embassy motor 
Inn, for many past and present members of the u of r community, and distributed a brochure 
about the university and some u of r pins. In attendance were former professors Bill Muir, 
Milnor Alexander, Paul Thomas, as well as Beryl McLeod, widow of Dr Tommy McLeod, who 
served as Vice-Principal and as dean of arts in the 1960s … Jack also gave a talk titled, ‘medicare 
under attack’, to a packed house that included mPs and mLas, at the Cowichan Valley branch 
of the Council of Canadians, on Vancouver Island, 9 december … Viktoriya Galushko (eCOn) 
attended the Canadian agricultural Innovation research network workshop in banff, 14-15 de-
cember, and presented her work, “Intellectual property rights and the future of plant breeding 
in Canada”... Marion Jones (eCOn) gave a presentation to nesbitt burns and bank of montreal 
economists and staff, briefing them on the Chinese economy, in Calgary on 18 december … For 
the week of 14-19 december, Gary Tompkins (eCOn) provided commentary to CbC (French) 
on budget deficits… Jason Childs (eCOn) commented on the shrinking rural population for 
the Global national TV news, and on the upcoming federal budget for the blue sky program on 
CbC radio saskatchewan; he was also interviewed for an “economy in review” segment to air 
on 2 January, for the CTV news midday program… John Conway (sOC) published “Obama and 
the american empire,” in The CCPA Monitor (Vol. 15, no. 7, december 2008-January 2009, pp. 
22-23), the flagship publication of Ottawa’s Canadian Centre for Policy alternatives … In mid-
december Gloria DeSantis (Js) successfully defended her Phd dissertation entitled “a Critical 
exploration of Voluntary sector social Policy advocacy with marginalized Communities using a 
Population Health Lens and social Justice.”  Co-supervisors of her work at the Canadian Plains 
research Centre were Dr Bonnie Jeffery of the Faculty of social Work, and Dr Jim Mulvale (Js).  
In January 2009 dr. desantis will be taking up a Postdoctoral Fellowship awarded by the sas-
katchewan Health research Foundation (sHrF), working with dr Tom mcIntosh of the saskatch-
ewan Population Health and evaluation research unit and the deptartment of Political science.  
Just prior to her defence, dr desantis received the sHrF award for Top research Fellow in the 
socio-Health category… Raymond Blake (HIsT, associate dean of arts) recently published his 
ninth book, entitled From Rights to Needs: A History of Family Allowances in Canada, 1929-92 
(university of british Columbia Press). In it, he argues that social security programs helped to 
define Canada in the twentieth century and, for the generation that came of age during the Cold 
War, family allowances more than any other social program embodied the new national ideal. 
The book explores the family allowance phenomenon from its debut in the House of Comm-
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ons in 1929 to the program’s transformation from a universal program under the mulroney 
government in 1992 to one targeted at lower income families. although successive federal gov-
ernments remained committed to its underlying principle of universality for nearly half a cen-
tury, party politics, the bureaucracy, federal-provincial wrangling, and the shifting priorities of 
citizens eroded the rights-based approach to social security and replaced it with one based on 
need. by tracing the evolution of one social security program within a national perspective, 
From Rights to Needs sheds new light on the process by which Canada’s welfare state and social 
policy has been transformed over the past half century… Ranka Minic-Vidovic (InTL LanG) 
has published “el amor como materia novelable en la baja edad media: un análisis de amadís de 
Gaula” in eHumanista. Journal of Iberian Studies 11 (2008): 326-344.

Shadia Drury (PHIL/PsCI) will deliver a talk on monday 12 January, 2:30-4:00 (rIC 119) en-
titled “Is america the new athens?” she will argue that the project of spreading democracy 
has always been seriously flawed, but the chauvinism of the american empire reached new and 
dangerous heights under neoconservative leadership. 

The department of Political science will present a Public Forum on Wednesday 25 February 
2009, 1:30-3:30 (LI 215) entitled “big Ideas @ 150,” marking the 150th anniversary of Charles 
darwin’s Origin of Species (1859), John stuart mill’s On Liberty (1859), and Karl marx’s Preface 
to A Critique of Political Economy (1859). speakers will include Shadia Drury (PHIL/PsCI), Mar-
tin Hewson (PsCI), Ann Ward (Campion/PsCI), and Lee Ward (Campion/PsCI).

Campbell Collegiate and the saskatchewan elocution and debate association have the honor of 
hosting the 2009 national High school debate Championships on saturday 25 april and sun-
day 26 april 2009, for which they are seeking volunteer judges from the Faculty of arts. The top 
debaters from across the country will debate six resolutions on international issues. 
 
some of the tentative resolutions include: Be it resolved that 
• this House would assassinate Mugabi.
• this house opposes the privatization of water.
• this House supports gender-based aid.
• this House regrets the war on drugs.
• this House believes that genetic screening will do more harm than good.
• this House believes that torture can be justified.
• capitalism has failed.

Judges are asked to listen carefully to the arguments of both teams, and choose the team which 
has the superior combination of argument and delivery. no previous experience with debate or 
debate judging is needed, as the ultimate measure of a debater’s skill is her/her ability to per-
suade members of his/her wider community. There will be an evening judges’ briefing offered in 
mid-april (attendance optional), as well as morning briefings on both mornings of the champi-
onships.  breakfast, lunch, snacks, and beverages are provided throughout the day.

If you are interested in judging, please contact sherry Van Hesteren at Campbell Collegiate 
[sherry.vanhesteren@rbe.sk.ca]. 
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‘is america the new athens?’ and other ‘big ideas’

national high school debate championships
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by Kerry benjoe, Regina Leader-Post
29 december 2008

reGIna -- regina resident daphne Cocks can’t believe she will witness history being made at the inaugu-
ration of barack Obama as the 44th president of the united states. 

In september, Cocks, a 21-year-old political science student at the university of regina, received an invita-
tion to the inauguration. However, at the time, she didn’t know who was going to be the next president. 

“It was very nerve-racking. I was like, ‘do I get to see history or do I get to see another white republican?’ 
” said Cocks. 

she watched the race for the presidency between Obama and John mcCain very closely because she knew 
what it could mean. 

“I felt like I was a part of it. I felt like this was affecting me,” said Cocks. “I felt american.”

When Obama won the election she couldn’t contain her excitement. 

“It was so awesome. I can’t describe it, I really can’t,” said Cocks.

she said the experience still seems surreal. Cocks will be heading to Washington on Jan. 17 and has already 
received her itinerary for her four-day trip. 

“It makes me more comfortable to know exactly what I’m doing and when,” said Cocks. 

“I am very excited. The way he speaks is very eloquent so that’s what I’m looking forward to the most.”

Cocks snagged an invitation to the inauguration because of her involvement with the Future World Lead-
ers summit in 2006. 

“The alumni from that program got invited back,” she explained. “We get to watch the inaugural parade 
and the inauguration.”

although she won’t be meeting Obama, Cocks said she’ll be happy just to be in the crowd. 

“I’m really nervous, but I’m also really excited,” said Cocks. “I’m not sure 
what to expect.” 

Cocks has not always had an interest in politics. It all happened during high 
school when she was selected to attend the forum for young Canadians in 
Ottawa. at the time Cocks was preparing to enter the faculty of science 
and planned to major in biology but changed her plans after returning 
from Ottawa. 

“I saw how interesting politics was and how intricate politics was. I went 
during the Paul martin and stephen Harper (showdown) and the vote of 
non-confidence and I was like, ‘Wow. This is so interesting,’ ” recalled Cocks. 

regina resident making trip to obama inauguration

Daphne Cocks
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she immediately changed her area of study to political science with an honours in 
international relations. 

“I’m really interested in the international relations part like the foreign service. so that’s my goal, to get 
into the foreign service for Canada,” said Cocks. 

she views the trip as an opportunity to immerse herself in u.s. politics. 

“my focus isn’t just on international relations but it is on international terrorism as well and the u.s.’s 
involvement in international terrorism is pretty profound,” said Cocks. 
“They have a pretty important role and I need to know the inside and out.”

she’s received mixed responses from her friends when she tells them about her trip to Washington. Cocks’ 
political science classmates are all envious but her non-political friends don’t understand the full impact 
of what the trip means. 

“my parents are so excited. They are honoured to have their daughter go,” said Cocks.
she is currently dating a guy from the south and has many american friends. 

“They are so excited. They cannot believe a Canadian is going and that they know this Canadian,” said 
Cocks.

© Copyright (c) The regina Leader-Post

arts Co-op is a viable option for students who will be seeking summer jobs! It helps students to explore 
the potential of their arts degree through valuable work experience. students who have this experience 
are more likely to complete their arts degrees and get satisfying work upon graduation.

The deadline to apply for summer 2009 arts Co-op Work Terms is 12 January 2009. Please encourage 
your students to apply at http://www.uregina.ca/coop or rC 163.

The Faculty of Arts has a new website! Please let 
us 

know what you think. Se
nd comments to Dean Lynn Wells 

at lynn.wells@uregina.ca 
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Thursday 1 university closed

monday 5 Classes begin in the January 2009 term

monday 12 --
Friday 23rd

departments, dean’s 
Office, Vice-President 
(academic)’s Office

Campus visits, tours, and interviews for candidates for 
academic positions; candidates meet with dean or des-
ignate; candidates meet with Vice-President (academic) 
or designate

Tuesday 13 1:30 ed 514 seminar discussion – Harry arthurs on the Charter; 
does it matter?

Tuesday 13 7:30 rIC 119 Woodrow Lloyd Lecture – Harry arthurs on sub-prime 
constitutionalism: why are we over-invested in the 
Charter?

Wednesday 14 2:30 CL 427 dean’s executive Committee meeting

Thursday 15 7:30 Chapters, southland mall Coffee House Controversies series – Ken rasmussen on 
why we all need an independent public service

Friday 16 2:30 CL 232 rLsT seminars – ben Fiore (rLsT/Campion) on the 
pastoral epistles

Tuesday 20 7:30 Connaught Library
3435 – 13th avenue

PHIL café series – roger Petry on citizenship and mar-
kets – do we need a new political identity?

Wednesday 21 2:30 Faculty Council meeting

Wednesday 28 12:30 Fnuniv
room 2068

Fnuniv academic seminars series – david miller (IndG 
sT)

Thursday 29 7:30 Chapters bookstore, 
southland mall

Coffee House Controversies series – special inter-
disciplinary presentation of  mark brigham and alison 
Hayford on evolutionary biology and cultural evolution

by
monday 2

dean’s 
Office

annual Information forms, with complete supporting 
materials, are due in the dean’s Office from all tenured 
members undergoing performance review (exception: 
those seeking promotion – see 1 december deadline). 
see appendix H of the Collective agreement.

by
Friday 6 or earlier

departments recruitment committee chairs conduct final refer-
ence checks of candidates and recommend preferred 
candidate to dean

monday 9 --
Wednesday 11

dean’s Office dean discusses preferred candidates with Vice-Presi-
dent (academic)

Wednesday 11 2:30 nr 210.7 dean’s executive Committee meeting

Wednesday 11 -
Friday 13

dean’s Office dean contacts preferred candidates

calendar: upcoming events and deadlines
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Thursday 12 7:30 Chapters bookstore, 
southland mall

Coffee House Controversies series – Jean Hillabold on 
the censorship of writing

by Friday 13 departments recruitment committee chairs prepare recruitment 
report

monday 16 university closed

Tuesday 17 –
Friday 20

arts Cares Week, Community research unit, for more 
information: www.arts.uregina.ca/cru

Tuesday 17 –
Friday 20

dean’s Office dean’s Office prepares files for President’s advisory 
Group on Faculty appointments

Wednesday 25 dean’s Office dean’s Office prepares files for President’s advisory 
Group on Faculty appointments

Wednesday 25 7:30 Connaught Library
3435 – 13th avenue

PHIL café series – Phillip Hansen on the use of political 
philosophy

Thursday 26 7:30 Chapters bookstore, 
southland mall

Coffee House Controversies series – robin Ganev on the 
people’s princesses; why do we love them?

Friday 27 2:30 CL 232 rLsT seminars – Volker Griefenhagen (rLsT/Luther) on 
real Islam

Friday 27 -
saturday 28

Tba Trash Talkin’: new directions in Pop Culture and Con-
temporary Writing: an undergraduate and graduate 
student conference on popular culture hosted by u of r 
students

Wednesday 11 2:30 CL 427 dean’s executive Committee meeting

Thursday 12 7:30 Chapters bookstore, 
southland mall

Coffee House Controversies series – Jesse archibald-
barber (Fnuniv) on indigenous traditions and popular 
film

Wednesday 18 2:30 Faculty Council meeting

Wednesday 18 7:30 Connaught Library
3435 – 13th avenue

PHIL café series – shadia drury on “is morality an imi-
tation of the gods?”

Wednesday 8 2:30 nr 210.7 dean’s executive Committee meeting

Thursday 9 Classes end

Wednesday 15 examinations begin

Wednesday 28 examinations end

A complete archive of past issues is available from the Campus Digital Archive at: 
http://dspace.cc.uregina.ca/dspace/handle/10294/335 

    Next issue: Tuesday 13 January 2009  
   Deadline for submission of material for next issue: Friday 9 January at 12 noon
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University of Regina  3737 Wascana Parkway  Regina, Saskatchewan  S4S 0A2  Canada

Prof Harry Arthurs
Osgoode Hall Law School 

President Emeritus

York University

Contemporary scholarship assigns the Charter a central role in Canadian legal 

and political discourse. However, there is little reason in principle to believe 

that the Charter is capable of achieving transformative social, economic or 

political change, and indeed little evidence to support claims that it has actually 

changed very much of anything for most people - other than lawyers.  Why 

have we invested so much hope  in the Charter?   How can we develop a more 

realistic approach? What does the Charter era tell us about our understanding 

of law’s role in society? 

subprime 
constitutionalism:

why are we 
over-invested in the 

charter?

13 JAnUARY 2009, 7:30 Pm 

RIC 119
The University of Regina    nO AdmISSIOn CHARgE   

Parking is available in the m area of lot 15

RECEPTIOn TO FOLLOW 

For more information call 585.4226



the faculty of arts  
&  

the community research unit present

arts CARES
17 - 20 february 2009

 
 learn more about 

                  community issues while  

  making a difference

                    •

 enrich your university

experience and earn credit 

                •
 meet new people and 

            be part of a team working  

 with local organizations 

    FOR 
MORE 

   INFOR
MATION 

     OR 
TO APPLY

 

  VISIT 
THE CRU 

     WEB
SITE OR 

EMAIL CR
U COORDI

NATOR

  YOLAND
A HANSEN

 

        
AT

www.uregina.ca/arts/cru

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS
   23 JANUARY 2009

yolanda . hansen @ uregina .ca


