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Bill Arnal (rLsT) has been invited to give a plenary address at the upcoming meeting of the Inter-
national association for the study of religion in Toronto, 2010. 

• • •

Thomas Bredohl (HIsT) along with Michael Zimmermann (eds) have just published Berlin’s Cul-
turescape in the Twentieth Century (regina: Canadian Plains research Center, 2008). Berlin’s Cultur-
escape in the 20th Century reflects the many facets of berlin’s unique development as a cultural me-
tropolis. at the centre of this compilation of essays is the notion of culturescape as a concept 
that describes the cultural expressions and identities that occur within a given urban space.  
From industrialization and modernization to division and subsequent unification, berlin has 
been the flashpoint of German history and culture. This volume provides a discourse that ex-
amines expressions of the city’s literature, film, and fashion.

• • •

This was a busy week in the media for the department of economics.  Gary Tompkins provided 
expert commentary on the federal budget to sTV and The Regina Leader Post.  Jason Childs 
also provided budget commentary for CbC radio’s morning show and for CTV’s regional eve-
ning news. Childs was also featured in a segment for Living saskatchewan on consumer debt 
management. 
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as part of archives Week (2-8 February), Jim Pitsula (HIsT) will offer commentary on the show-
ing of four short films from archives in saskatchewan, including one of saskatchewan’s earliest 
“talkies.”  This event will take place Friday 6 February 6, from 7:00 to 9 pm at the Paradise Cin-
emas, 1011 devonshire drive. 

• • •

Natalie Thompson, an english Honours student in the Creative Writing stream, has been ac-
cepted into the prestigious mFa in Creative Writing program at university of british Columbia 
for Fall 2009. It is great to see a student in this relatively new creative stream have such suc-
cess.

• • •

The Faculty of arts regrets to report the passing a former student of the ma in Police studies 
program. Cameron Moore, who was a student in the program from 2006-2007, passed away on 
13 January. Cameron gave 28 years of service to the moose Jaw City Police before retiring in april 
2008 to pursue a second career with the saskatchewan Information and Privacy Commissioner 
in regina. Our condolences and best wishes go out to his wife and children, and all of his family 
and friends and at this time.

Cru Coordinator Yolanda Hansen is pleased to report that the arts Cares program is now 
full. The application process for the Community research unit’s arts Cares program (17-20 
February 2009) closed on 23 January with 27 participating students on board. These students 
come from a range of disciplines and programs and have a wide array of volunteer interests. 
many of the students accepted are not affiliated with one of the designated arts Cares class-
es; they are participating simply because they are interested in the program.

This will be the inaugural run of arts Cares, a four-day program that pairs students with com-
munity-based organizations around regina during reading week.  It promises to be a great 
week! 

Cristina Torres de la Hoz, Instructor of spanish and Coordinator of the spanish program in the 
department of International Languages, is taking a group of fourteen u of r students to Cuba for 
a spanish Immersion course in may 2009. she travelled to Cuba in december 2008 to organize 
the logistics for this course. since that time, the interest in the course has been remarkable, to 
the extent that there is still a waiting list. students who were not selected in this round have 
expressed much interest for a similar course, perhaps to mexico, next year. 

The participants in the Cuba course are spanish and International studies majors, but there are 
students from other disciplines as well. This experience won’t be a holiday at the beach; a situa-
tion of economic hardship currently exists in Cuba as a result of several hurricanes hitting 
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the island last summer and the country’s unique political situation. rather, it will be a test of students’ 
resilience and adaptability as well as their ability to take on the challenge of communicating with Cuban 
residents on projects that require sustained interaction. 

Torres is a Certified Translator. during her trip to Cuba in december, she also attended the World Congress 
on specialized Translation in Havana, as a member of the Canadian Translators, Terminologists and Inter-
preters Council (CTTIC), and collaborated in organizing the event. 

The Honorary Committee of the Congress was made up of 1998 nobel Prize laureate José Saramago, as 
well as linguists Bernard Cerquiglini and Jean-Claude Corbeil. This Congress brought together translation 
and language professionals with the aim of highlighting the work of specialized translators and strength-
ening and promoting linguistic diversity around the world. The participants, from some forty countries on 
five continents, communicated in english, French, Portuguese, russian and spanish, with simultaneous 
interpretation provided. 

Torres’ most recent project has been the subtitling of a birdsong Communication documentary called 
Hecho en Saskatchewan (“made in saskatchewan”), which will air on TV in the near future.  at the Congress, 
she was excited to attend a presentation specifically on subtitling and dubbing audiovisual materials.

                                    • • •

The departments of Political science, Philosophy and Classics and religious studies present Ira Chernus 
(Professor of religious studies, university of Colorado), “apocalyptic discourse in the White House: Fdr to 
Obama” on Friday 27 march, 3:30 pm in rIC 119. 

It was once common for american presidents to use apocalyptic discourse to talk about the united states 
as a force for global transformation. but since Franklin d. roosevelt’s time, presidents have been more 
intent on preventing the transformation of the world. In this lecture, Professor Chernus will explain how 
both of these traditions played important roles in the presidential election of 2008. He will argue that the 
Obama administration must decide how it will deal with this fundamental tension in us political culture.

Ira Chernus is Professor of religious studies at the university of Colorado. He is author of seven books on is-
sues of war, peace, and national security in american history, including most recently Monsters To Destroy: 
The Neoconservative War on Terror and Sin, and Apocalypse Management: Eisenhower and the Discourse of 
National Insecurity. He is presently working on a book tentatively titled Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Ori-
gins of the National Insecurity State. Professor Chernus is a frequent contributor to political commentary 
websites such as Commondreams.org, Tomdispatch.com, alternet.org, and Foreign Policy in Focus (fpif.
org). He is also a regular commentator on community radio station KGnu in Colorado. He has lectured 
widely throughout the united states and in australia and Lebanon. This is his first public lecture in Canada. 
For more information contact Corrine Gogal at 585-4332.

• • •
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Just in time for Valentine’s day, on 12 February, arts student services wants to help students to find their 
true love. The 23 Chances to Fall in Love with Arts  event will take place from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the rIC 
atrium, and aims to showcase all that arts has to offer to u of r students. There will be prize draws for a free 
tuition credit in one arts course, book store gift certificates, food court freebies and more! all are welcome. 
an event poster is appended to this bulletin.

• • •

On Thursday 19 march anthropologist Fuambai Ahmadu (university of Chicago) will present a lecture 
entitled ‘disputing the myth of the sexual dysfunction of Circumcised Women’. In it, she will provide an 
empirically grounded perspective on female circumcision, starting with a brief documentary that captures 
public moments of her own initiation ceremony in sierra Leone, interviews with relatives reacting to the 
‘FGm (Female Genital mutilation) controversy’, and discussions with anti-FGm activists. ahmadu contex-
tualizes the film and the practices of male and female initiation and circumcision from Kono (or mande) 
people’s perspectives. she examines Kono attitudes and behaviors with respect to women’s sexual prowess, 
contrasting female circumcision’s opponents’ ‘scientific’ but parochial assumptions about female sexuality, 
genital anatomy, and sexual pleasure with Kono people’s own cultural lexicon, where there is no ‘female 
sexual dysfunction’. 

ahmadu’s liberal, empathetic, and thoroughly informed discussion of the issues in question constitute a 
strong challenge to the more radical, ethnocentric, Othering arguments in anti-FGm claims, and a surpris-
ingly instructive message of caution about prejudiced Western (mis)understandings of sexuality to other-
wise open-minded, tolerant people. 

This event is funded by the Canada research Chair in social Justice, the department of anthropology, and 
the Faculty of arts. Carlos Londoño Sulkin (anthropology), is organizing the event. The exact location and 
hour will be posted as soon as they are known. 

• • •

The International studies Program is co-hosting a public presentation entitled “International development 
and youth” by Canadian music producer and social activist Sol Guy on the occasion of the International 
development Week. This event will take place Thursday 5 February from 7:00 to 8:30 pm in the education 
auditorium. all are welcome.

• • •



by
monday 2

dean’s 
Office

annual Information forms, with complete supporting 
materials, are due in the dean’s Office from all tenured 
members undergoing performance review (exception: 
those seeking promotion – see 1 december deadline). 
see appendix H of the Collective agreement.

Thursday 5 7:00 ed aud International development and youth  - public presen-
tation by the International studies Program

Thursday 5, Friday 6 3:30 LI 215 Wittgenstein Connection - film viewings

by
Friday 6 or earlier

departments recruitment committee chairs conduct final refer-
ence checks of candidates and recommend preferred 
candidate to dean

monday 9 -
Wednesday 11

dean’s Office dean discusses preferred candidates with Vice-Presi-
dent (academic)

Wednesday 11 2:30 nr 210.7 dean’s executive Committee meeting

Wednesday 11 -
Friday 13

dean’s Office dean contacts preferred candidates

Thursday 12 11:30 rIC atrium student services recruitment event -  23 Chances to Fall 
in Love With Arts 

Wednesday 25 1:30 LI 215 big Ideas at 150 - public forum presented by the de-
partment of Political science

Wednesday 25 7:30 Connaught Library
3435 – 13th avenue

Philosophy Café series – Phillip Hansen: “What is the 
use of political philosophy?”

Friday 27 2:30 CL 232 everything religious studies series - Volker Greifenha-
gen on Islam and discourses of religious authenticity
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Wednesday 11 2:30 CL 427 dean’s executive Committee meeting

Thursday 12 7:30 Chapters bookstore, 
southland mall

Coffee House Controversies series – Jesse archibald-
barber on indigenous traditions and popular film

Wednesday 18 2:30 Faculty Council meeting

Wednesday 18 7:30 Connaught Library
3435 – 13th avenue

Philosophy Café series – shadia drury on “is morality 
an imitation of the gods?”

Thursday 19 Tba Tba Fuambai ahmadu on the ‘myth’ of sexual disfunction in 
circumcised females 

Friday 27 3:30 rIC 119 Ira Chernus on apocalyptic discouse in the White 
House

Wednesday 8 2:30 nr 210.7 dean’s executive Committee meeting

Thursday 9 Classes end

Wednesday 15 examinations begin

Wednesday 28 examinations end

march

april

A complete archive of past issues is available from the Campus Digital Archive at: 
http://dspace.cc.uregina.ca/dspace/handle/10294/335 

    Next issue: Tuesday 10 February 2009  
   Deadline for submission of material for next issue: Friday 6 February at 12 noon
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