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         where they are unable to pursue traditional lifestyles. 
          
         Richard;  My name is Richard Lightning and I'm a researcher for 
         the T.A.R.R. program.  I will be interviewing this gentleman 
         here at Fort Chipewyan in the Treaty 8 area.  The date of the 
         interview if February 5, 1974. 
          
              Now I will ask, what is your name? 

        

 

 of some reserve?  Are you a 
eaty Indian? 

       Richard:  Do you make your home here at Fort Chipewyan? 

lix:  This is where I was raised; my grandfather lived there 

          
lix:  My name is Felix Gibot.          Fe

  
         Richard:  How old are you? 
          
         Felix:  Nearly 80 years old.
          
         Richard:  Are you  band member
         tr
          

reaty Indian.          Felix:  I am a t
          
  
          
         Fe



         until he was very old.  My father lived there until he too was 

 

lix:  It is called Moose Island.  That is where our land was.  
t is where 

 is buried. 

e then? 

de a park out of our land.  There were 
 of us when that land was first allotted to us.  Our home 

lix:  At the present time, my son only traps there.  They 
after here. So when 

ey are trapping, they just stay over there. That is, only the 

cause that is our land.  

t the same place 

e I mean. 

 of your land? 

on and 14 miles along the 
ver. 

chard:  Do you recall anyone being a chief there? 

ex Gibot.  He is dead now.  When he died, we were called by 
of that 
dman of our 

 

lix:  I will tell you the story from the time of the treaty 

 I am 

         very old.  We were also brought up in that place.  He had said 
         that he wanted to be buried there so that is where he is buried.
          
         Richard:  Where is this place you are referring to? 
          
         Fe
         My dad told us to bury him there when he died, so tha
         he
          
         Richard:  You do say you had land there?  Was that land given to 
         you as a reserv
          
         Felix:  That is where the Wood Buffalo officials allotted land 
         to us when they first ma
         20
         still stands there.  My older brother is there and also some 
         other people are still there. 
          
         Richard:  Do the people still live there? 
          
         Fe
         only camp over there.  We are being looked 
         th
         men stay out there. 
          
         Richard:  Nobody stays out there permanently? 
          

mmer, we stay out there. We never leave it          Felix:  During the su
         be
          

chard:  What was the place called, or is tha         Ri
         you referred to as Moose Island? 
          

lix:  Yes, that is the on         Fe
          
         Richard:  Do you remember the size
          
         Felix:  It was 25 miles in one directi
         ri
          
         Ri
          

The fellow who was the owner was my younger brother          Felix:  
         Al
         the park officials to find out who would be head man 

serve. Ben Houle who lives here is the present hea         re
         reserve. Ever since that land was allotted to us, it has not 
         had a bad name or reputation, probably the only one, even 
         today, that hasn't got a bad name. 
          
         Richard:  I think you would have a recollection of the time of
         the treaty.  Could you tell me of what you remember? 
          
         Fe
         until what is happening today.  I will tell you.  I didn't hear 
         it and I didn't read it.  I saw it take place myself. 



         telling the truth of what I'm saying.  During a time while we 

 

 to see 
 

to what the commissioner had said, he would become 

 
 

 be 
e 

   It was Pierre Mercredi who was the interpreter at the 

ld receive everything all 
 river flowed and the sun 

ill 

  

 one.  

te 

 
what 

s 

.  

         were in the bush, word got around that we were all invited.  We 
         were not aware what it was for.  Everybody arrived here at Fort 

n.          Chipewyan.  Everybody arrived here for a meeting and to liste
         "Now," said the commissioner, "I was sent here by the 
         government to read this document to you. Stories have reached 
         the government that Indians have been dying of starvation in the 
         bush.  The government would like to take control of the Indian 
         people and care for them.  The government does not want
         you living in poverty in the bush.  This is the reason why I am
         here."   
          
              It was then that a man who was in charge of trappers was 
         made chief. He, too, had something to say to the commissioner.  
         He told the commissioner that he was getting on in age and 
         according 
         the chief. "I am greatly impressed by what you have just told 
         us, that the government is to care for us.  It will be like a 
         log which had started from the middle of the lake.  With a 
         breeze behind it, the log will eventually make its way to the
         shore.  This is how I can foresee the laws of the white man in
          
          
         the future. I won't see them myself, but the people who will
         alive in the future will see this taking place.  "Yes," said th
         commissioner whose name was Carr. 
          
           
         time, and also a priest who was here.  His picture is still 
         here today.  It was those two people who were interpreters.  
         The Indians were told that they wou

e time, in perpetuity, until the         th
         walked.  You will never be mistreated and these provisions w
         never be taken away. There is one more thing that the 
         commissioner had told the Indians.  "If sometime when you are 
         in the bush and you see a white man who needs help, take him 
         and bring him to some settlement.  You won't get paid for it.
         On the other hand, if a white man finds an Indian in trouble, 
         he too, should help him.  You will have to get along as
         You shouldn't make enemies amongst Indian and white man.  This 
         goes for the Cree, white man and Chipewyan.  You should not ha
         each other, but be willing to help one another."  The old 
         Indian replied with, "I'm really impressed with what you are 
         telling me, but even in 20 years time, everything will be 
         different."  The commissioner said that this wasn't so because 
         it was the Queen's word that he was conveying.  "It is this 

ll no          document that says it.  She will be caring for you.  You wi
         longer live in poverty. There is no reason why you should like
         it."  Again the Indian replied, "I'm really impressed with 
         you are saying, but I'd be very happy if this were to actually 
         happen.  But I won't see that day."  The man who said this wa
         the one who was about to be made chief.  That was the end of 
         that day. 
          
              The following day, there was another meeting.  The same 
         promises were reiterated. The Indian said, "You now have worked 
         on me for 2 days, and now on the third day, I will talk to you



         What you are saying is that the promises are being made in good 
ut 

 the 
ated 

 

 

ver flows, your request for anything will never be turned 
wn."  "I won't see any of this, but my people will see it if 

 

 

 
pe 

lp 

 

 

y.  Yes, 
ite trappers were all over the place and we were on very 

  
m 

an 
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         faith.  My people will now be cared for by the government.  B
         I will tell you one thing.  I don't want my people to be sent 
         away from our land.  I want them to stay here at Fort 
         Chipewyan.  It is large enough that there is room for 
         everybody."  The commissioner told him that this land which now 
         belongs to you, that is the land you can keep.  None will be 
         restricted to you.  You can make your living the way it suits 
         you best. The chief said, "yes."  That is when they put
         coat on him and he was officially made chief.  He indic
         that since he was now chief, he didn't want the commissioners to 
         say no to anything he said or requested.  "When you make 
         promises to me and I say yes, I have given you my word to last 
         forever.  If I agree to anything again, that is my final word
          
          
         and I expect the same from you.  The promise you have made I 
         want that fulfilled."  The commissioner said, "On this trip when
         I'm representing the government, as long as the sun walks, the 
         ri
         do
         they're alive.  There will be constant changes taking place in
         the future.  As these children grow up, they will see the 
         changes.  Myself, I won't live very long, because I'm an old 
         man."  That old man was chief for 15 years although he was an 
         old man.  It was true about what he said, that he won't see the
         changes taking place.  He also said, "For all of you who are 
         here, I don't want you to forget these promises which are being 

long         made."  He also told the commissioner that they would get a
         with the white man as long as they lived, and that he would ho
         the white man would do the same.  "I will think of them as my 
         younger brothers when I see them."  The chief also told the 
         same thing to his people.  "If you see a white man in need, he
         him.  If you are kind to them, they too will be kind to you.  
         They won't force you into anything if you have respect for 
         them.  It won't be like being forced into the water." 
          

,              Now I will say in this regard, today as I am growing old
         I see the people being cared for, houses are being built for 
         them, food is being given to them, wood is given to them.  This

          is what the commissioner must have been referring to when he
         was talking.  This is the way I'm beginning to see toda
         wh
         friendly terms with them.  I went with them many times trapping.
         They enjoyed having me along.  I would guide them and show the
         how to trap.  They were very thankful for that as they took 

n          their pelts home.  This is my story.  While we made our home i
         Wood Buffalo Park, I never heard any gossip from the Metis 
         people or the white man, not once.  I myself, an old man as 
         individual, don't want to be on any bad terms with the 
         white man.  What I'm saying now was not written on paper.  I've 
         seen it myself and heard people tell of it at the beginning a
         it was promised to us.  And that is exactly how to the promises 
         were made as I am telling it now. 
          
         Richard:  What was the man's name who was made chief? 
          



         Felix:  Justin Marten was his name.  That was the very first 
         chief.   
          

chard:  At present you are livin         Ri g here and you were allotted 
s place 

re?   

 Yes.  

lix:  That came about on account of the school.  We were 
ver here, we were always in the bush making a living.  There 

 part of the country.  The 
 attend the mission.  They would be left there 
 are the children whose parents made a living 

 the bush.  Then the school was built and then all the people 

he 

t 

w 

older brother. 

pewyan 
ople and how did they originally get together? 

s always 
 the 

re still 

me time? 

 

         land at the other place.  How did the people get to thi
         he
          
          
          
         Felix:  You mean right here? 
          
         Richard: 
          
         Fe
         ne
         was never anybody here in this
         children used to
         as boarders. They
         in
         stayed here.  That was the start of making their homes here.  
         They left their homes in the bush where they previously made 
         their living.  They now made their homes within reach of t
         school.  That is also the reason why we are here. But at least 
         we still have our house on our land.  It is very good land.  It 
         is also good for farming.  We don't want to leave it.  There is 
         no reason why one would not like it.  There are not rocks on 
         it.  The land was meant for farming and we planted potatoes. I
         yielded good crops.  So when the school was started here, we 
         also made our homes here.  We go there during the summer to 
         stay. My brother goes there with his family, and I also go 
         there.  They still trap on that land. 
          
         Richard:  Does that land still belong to your family? 
          
         Felix:  Yes, it is still ours.  There were many of us, but no
         many of the people are dead, especially the older people.  
         There are only 2 of us left, me and my 
          
         Richard:  Were the Crees always living close to the Chi
         pe
          
         Felix:  The Chipewyan people had land here originally, even 
         before I was born they already had land here.  The Cree

re on friendly terms with the Chipewyan Indian.  All         we
         elders are now dead.  When we were youngsters and growing up, 
         we were always friends with the Chipewyan and we a

iends today.          fr
          
         Richard:  When were the treaties brought to their attention? 
          
         Frlix:  The promises were made to them were identical as ours 
         regarding the land. 
          
         Richard:  The commissioner dealt with the Chipewyan at the sa
          

lix:  Yes, when the treaty was signed, there were Chipewyan         Fe
         already living here.  But the Cree were dealt with first, when 



          
          
         they made the Cree chief.  We were the first to receive the 

ney.  At first we were paid $15.00.  They received the same          mo
         amount.  The following day they officially appointed a 
         Chipewyan chief.  His name was Alexandre Laviolette.  He was 
         the first chief for the Chipewyan band.  They were promised 

 
 were 

de.   

id the interpreter speak Cree and English fluently? 

 
t 

 picture is still here.  The priest who is here now 
uld know his name. 

chard:  Was there any mention of water, as it is plentiful 

er had said, "This here lake, the Indian, 
an fish in it as long as they are alive 

.  

lowed or discouraged from fishing? 

ve to go far out on the lake.  Around here you still have to 

den here who will 
nfiscate the net. 

s or interpretations. The 
nterview is on file, however and 

        could be made available to those interested. 

ce 

 was 
 came 

 treaty, were his intentions to sign on a friendly 

         exactly the same as we were.  Nothing was different. 
          
         Richard;  Were there many people during the signing of the 
         treaty?   
          
         Felix:  Yes, there were many people during that time and many
         Metis people were there as observers when the treaties
         ma
          
         Richard;  D
          
         Felix:  Yes, he could understand the Cree language clearly.  He
         was a Metis. His name was Pierre Mercredi.  There was a pries
         too.  His
         wo
          
         Ri
         around here, such as the lakes to find out if you could fish 
         them?   
          
         Felix:  The commission

tis and Chipewyan c         Me
         you will make a living out of it."  That was a sincere promise
          

 Do you recall at any time if the people were not          Richard: 
         al
          
         Felix:  Later on and even today one must have a license to 
         fish. That is today, and they don't allow fishing nearby.  They 
         ha
         get a license to fish. If someone is fishing around here 
         without a license, there is a fish war
         co
          
          
                   NOTE: 
                   Part of this interview has been deleted 
                   because it did not relate to treaty 
                   negotiation

        complete i           
           
                    
                                                 Richard Pri
                    
          
         Richard:  You claim that the land you mentioned before
         yours.  It was allotted to you and when the commissioner
         here to make
         basis (peace) or was it to acquire the land? 
          



         Felix:  That is something which always puzzled me when I think 

  

ite man 
re would be very 

rge sums of money involved in order for them to claim the 

become angry. 

ey* to be underground or even 
troleum to be found below the surface. I never heard my 

 
estioned.   

ned was how the people would be cared for by the 
vernment as promised in the treaty.  That is all which was 

chard:  Were your father and grandfather here when the 

************************************************************ 

terpreted as gold or minerals. 

       Felix:  Yes, it is just like today as I am talking here.  The 

. 6 are basically living in 
d treaty, they were promised 

ived implements.  My uncle was Thomas 

         of it.  It appears as though he wanted to claim the land the 
         way he spoke.  They wanted to own the land from the government.
         That is why they took that action.  This is what I thought 
         anyway.  How do you people think about this? 
          
         Richard:  Some of our elders seem to have doubts about what 
         took place. 
          
         Felix:  At times the Indian people forget about that. The wh
         never bought the land.  If they bought it, the
         la
         land.  That is what some of the Indian people say, and as a 
         result, they 
          
         Richard:  Did the Indians of long ago ever imagine or think of 
         anything valuable that would be found underground?   
          
         Felix:  You mean the elders of long ago?  No, they never 
         mentioned anything about mon
         pe
         grandfather, although he was intelligent, to mention anything.  
         Even after my grandfather died, I never heard anything
         qu
          
         Richard:  They never told stories of the commissioner to 
         discuss these things? 
          

only          Felix:  No, the commissioner never mentioned them.  The 
         thing he mentio
         go
         mentioned.   
          
         Ri
         commissioner first arrived? 
          
         Felix:  When the commissioner first arrived, they were alive 
         then.   
          
         Richard:  You remember it also? 
          
         **
          

when referring to below the surface in Cree is          *money - 
         in
 
          
  
         promises that were made to the chief, I never lost anything as 

am talking today.          I 
          
         Richard:  The Indians in treaty No
       farming areas and when they signe  

         implements so they could make a living with farming. 
          
         Felix:  It was the same here.  Yes, it was the same here.  My 
         father and uncle rece



         Gibot.  My dad was Albert Gibot.  They were using farming 
n 
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         implements from the government.  That is the reason they were i
         agriculture.  But it was the school which made it bad.  All the

culture          treaty Indians who stayed in the bush worked with agri
         and they were proficient at it.  When they started moving here
         they lost it all.  Today some of them don't even have a dog or 
         a trap.  There are many here and it is only the school which
         keeps them here.     
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